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Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  21 ,  1914. 
To  His  Excellency,  John  K.  Tener,  Governor  of  Pennsylvani  a, 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  la:w,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  ending  July  6, 
1914,  being  the  eighty-first  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHABlFFER, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


DEPARTMENT  OF   PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION 


To  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Gentlemen:  During  the  last  two  decades  the  work  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  has  grown  immensely.  In  addition  to 
the  supervision  and  administration  of  the  public  school  system,  the 
Department  has,  through  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  a 
more  or  less  intimate  connection  with  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, the  College  and  University  Council,  the  Bureau  of  Medical 
Education  and  Licensure,  the  Bureau  of  Professional  Education,  the 
Bureau  of  Vocational  Education  and  the  State  College. 

THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Under  the  new  School  Code,  the  purchase  of  the  normal  schools, 
the  investment  and  administration  of  the  State  school  fund,  the 
oversight  of  the  erection  of  school  buildings,  the  care  of  the  educa- 
tion of  blind  babies,  the  dissemination  of  educational  information 
and  other  functions  of  similar  nature  have  been  assigned  to  the 
State  Board  of  Education.  The  Board  will  make  a  detailed  report 
of  its  work  through  its  able  and  efficient  secretary.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  four  normal  schools  have  been  purchased  so  as  to  place  them 
entirely  under  State  control. 

One  high  school  building  was  condemned  upon  the  advice  of  the 
architect  of  the  State  Board  and  in  its  place  a  new  building  is  now 
in  process  of  erection.  During  the  year  ending  July  1,  1914,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three  new  buildings  were  erected.  One  hun- 
dred and  seven  additions  to,  or  reconstructions  of,  school  buildings 
were  made  during  the  same  period.  Some  of  these  improvements 
came  about  through  pressure  from  the  State  Board,  but  most  of  them 
are  due  to  the  desire  of  the  local  boards  of  school  directors  to  give 
the  children  better  school  facilities.  The  State  school  fund  now 
amounts  to  more  than  sixty  thousand  dollars  and  is  slowly  increas- 
ing. 

(3) 
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The  division  of  labor,  due  to  the  creation  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education,  has  enabled  the  officers  of  the  School  Department  to 
devote  their  attention  and  energy  more  fully  to  inner  problems  of 
school  management  and  administration,  some  of  which  will  be  found 
as  time  passes,  to  be  of  the  most  far  reaching  scope  and  importance. 


THE  BUREAU  OF  PROFESSIONAL  EDUCATION. 

In  all  the  states  having  the  most  advanced  school  systems  there 
is  now  a  tendency  to  give  the  School  Department  charge  of  the 
evaluation  of  the  credentials  of  preliminary  education  for  profes- 
sional study.  This  is  no  easy  task  because  the  standardization  pre- 
scribed by  law  has  advanced  more  rapidly  than  it  is  possible  for 
the  schools  to  advance  in  the  allotted  time.  In  medicine  eighteen 
states  have  adopted,  for  students  matriculating  in  the  fall  of  1914, 
requirements  in  excess  of  a  standard  four-year  high  school  course. 
Eleven  of  these  states  require,  in  addition  to  the  high  school  train- 
ing, one  year  of  college  work,  while  seven  require  two  years.  Penn- 
sylvania law  requires,  before  admission  to  the  four-year  medical 
course,  a  year  of  college  credit  in  physics,  chemistry  and  biology 
over  and  above  a  standard  four-year  high  school  course  or  its  equiva- 
lent. The  requirements  now  exacted  by  the  best  dental  colleges  cover 
four  years  of  high  school  training,  or  its  equivalent;  and  the  same 
standard  of  preliminary  education  is  also  exacted  of  students  of 
osteopathy  and  of  drugless  therapy.  The  schools  of  pharmacy, 
chiropody,  midwifery,  optometry,  massage  and  allied  branches  are 
moving  in  the  same  direction,  although  the  preliminary  requirements 
at  present  cover  only  one  or  two  years  of  high  school  education.  Such 
requirements  can  be  put  upon  the  statute  books  in  a  few  weeks,  but 
it  takes  a  longer  time  to  bring  students  up  to  the  new  standards. 

These  phases  of  school  work  have  imposed  upon  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction  and  his  assistants  a  task  difficult  to  fulfil 
and  impossible  of  execution  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  At 
first  sight  it  seems  a  hardship  to  exclude  a  young  man  from  the 
courses  of  study  leading  to  his  chosen  profession.  But  when,  at 
the  end  of  the  first  year,  a  professional  school  is  obliged  to  drop 
from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  class,  the  hardship  is  seen  to 
consist  in  the  admission  of  poorly  prepared  students.  Later,  if  the 
graduate  of  the  professional  school  fails  to  pass  the  State  examina- 
tion, the  hardship  is  intensified  because  his  time,  money  and  effort 
seem  to  have  been  spent  in  vain.  Of  course,  some  of  those  who  fail 
persevere  in  their  studies  until  they  can  pass  the  required  tests  of 
fitness;  but  others  drift  into  other  inferior  schools,  and  far  too  often 
into  such  practice  as  makes  them  criminals  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 
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Any  one  who  is  at  all  familiar  with  the  harm  inflicted  by  quacks  of 
all  sorts,  can  not  fail  to  approve  the  high  standards  of  preliminary 
and  professional  education  which  the  laws  and  the  licensing  authori- 
ties of  the  most  advanced  states  have  fixed  for  entrance  upon  the 
practice  of  the  various  professions.  The  Bureau  of  Professional 
Education  has  been  in  operation  less  than  four  years,  and  during  this 
time  it  has  accomplished  a  great  work  in  eliminating  unfit  candi- 
dates from  the  learned  vocations. 

About  two  millions  of  our  people  are  engaged  in  vocations  which 
involve  manual  skill  based  upon  scientific  attainments.  It  is  the 
business  of  the  high  school  to  train  the  mind  to  think  in  the  cate- 
gories of  science.  Science  is  the  knowledge  of  things  in  their  causes 
and  essential  relations.  The  learner  whose  mind  has  not  been  trained 
to  pass  from  cause  to  effect,  from  reason  to  consequence,  from  law 
to  its  application,  or  to  think  in  the  reverse  direction,  is  not  capable 
of  diagnosing  disease  and  ascertaining  its  ultimate  cause  or  source 
and  is  hence  an  unfit  person  to  practice  upon  a  helpless  and  un- 
suspecting public.  From  this  point  of  view  State  examinations  and 
the  inspection  of  secondary  and  professional  schools  acquire  a  de- 
gree of  importance  scarcely  perceived  by  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  licensing  of  some  young  man  of  limited  attainments  or  inferior 
talent. 

Through  the  examiners  of  the  Bureau  of  Professional  Education 
private  schools  of  secondary  grade  are  visited,  recognized  and  classi- 
fied according  to  their  equipment  and  the  quality  of  their  work. 
Through  the  high  school  inspectors  all  recognized  public  high  schools 
in  the  State  are  visited  and  carefully  graded.  The  increase  of  the 
number  of  high  school  inspectors  by  the  School  Code  has  led  to  a 
much  more  efficient  system  of  inspection,  resulting  in  great  improve- 
ment in  the  work  done  in  these  schools.  The  inspectors  have  also, 
after  much  care  and  comparison  with  courses  in  other  states,  pre- 
pared the  best  and  most  elaborate  course  for  high  schools  ever  pub- 
lished by  the  State.  They  have  prepared  a  similar  course  for  the 
elementary  schools.  The  aim  has  been  to  cut  out  unnecessary  ma- 
terial and  to  lay  stress  upon  the  essentials  of  preparation  for  com- 
plete living. 

WAGE  EARNERS. 

At  the  present  time  most  shops  and  factories  do  not  ask  the  school 
to  give  special  training  to  their  operatives.  The  division  of  labor  has 
been  carried  so  far  that  the  beginner  soon  acquires  the  necessary 
skill  in  piece  work.  The  school  renders  a  great  service  if  it  teaches 
the  operatives  how  to  spend  their  time  when  not  engaged  in  wage 
eai-nino;.  The  industry  seeks  to  get  hold  of  the  boy  and  the  girl  while 
the  joints,  fingers  and  hands  are  still  plastic  and  pliable.   The  child 
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quits  school  as  soon  as  the  law  allows,  and  the  teachers  have  only  a 
few  years  in  which  to  develop  the  power  to  enjoy  the  things  of  the 
mind  and  the  higher  life. 

An  increasing  number  of  industries  prefer  operatives  who  were 
trained  in  manual  skill  while  at  school  and  who  can  begin  as  skilled 
workers*  Corporations  employing  a  large  number  of  men  have  ren- 
dered valuable  assistance  in  perfecting  plans  for  industrial  educa- 
tion. When  the  workmen  are  foreigners,  it  is  necessary  to  teach 
them  English  as  a  medium  of  instruction  and  communication.  The 
number  of  accidents  is  said  to  diminish  as  soon  as  the  operatives  in 
mines  and  factories  can  read  English,  speak  English  and  understand 
English. 

Among  the  corporations  which  have  rendered  assistance  in  the 
development  of  industrial  schools  the  following  are  deserving  of 
mention: — The  Mesta  Ma  chine  x  Company  and  the  Carnegie  Steel 
Company  of  Homestead;  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Company,  the  West 
End  Coal  Company,  the  Lehigh  and  Wilkes-Barre  Coal  Company, 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Coal  Company,  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  Coal  Company  and  the  Ellsworth  Collieries. 


THE  BUREAU  OF  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION. 

The  Bureau  of  Vocational  Education  has  been  in  existence  less 
than  two  years  and  is  doing  effective  work  along  the  special  lines 
of  instruction  in  agriculture,  home  economics,  manual  training  and 
the  industrial  arts.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  Bureau  to  develop  these 
types  of  education  on  a  sane  and  safe  basis.  A  high  authority  on 
education  recently  made  the  statement  that  the  American  people  are 
in  danger  of  wasting  twenty  million  dollars  upon  fruitless  experi- 
ments in  industrial  education.  It  is  considered  a  wise  policy  to  or- 
ganize schools  for  this  purpose  on  sound  pedagogic  and  economic 
principles  with  a  slow,  steady  development  which  shall  be  perma- 
nent in  its  nature  and  efficient  in  its  results  rather  than  with  a  rapid 
mushroom  growth,  more  or  less  spectacular  in  its  nature,  but  short- 
lived and  of  no  great  value  to  the  wage-earners  of  the  State. 

The  school  code  empowers  boards  of  school  directors  to  establish 
and  maintain  the  various  kinds  of  courses  and  schools  demanded  by 
modern  life,  including  those  which  are  vocational.  The  legislation 
of  1913  provided  in  a  more  definite  way  for  this  phase  of  education. 
It  also  provided  State  aid  for  such  vocational  schools  as  are  ap- 
proved by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  By  generalized  state- 
ments it  would  be  easy  to  make  the  public  believe  that  a  very  won- 
derful work  has  been  accomplished  all  over  the  State.  A  plain,  un- 
varnished statement  of  details  will  be  convincing  proof  that  a  good 
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beginning  has  been  made,  but  it  will  also  show  that  much  remains 

to  be  done. 

During  the  school  year  1913-1914  twenty-one  districts  in  seven- 
teen different  counties  qualified  for  State  aid  by  establishing  various 
types  of  vocational  schools  or  departments.  During  the  year  1914- 
1915  at  least  twenty  more  districts  in  eleven  other  counties  will 
carry  forward  vocational  schools  or  departments  entitling  them  to 
a  share  of  the  State  aid. 

Three  types  of  vocational  schools  are  in  operation,  namely:  The 
all-day  school,  the  evening  school,  and  the  part-time  or  continuation 

school. 

Five  high  schools  maintained  vocational  departments  in  agricul- 
ture. These  are  located  at  Waterford  in  Erie  County,  Montrose  in 
Susquehanna  County,  Troy  in  Bradford  County,  Honesdale  in 
Wayne   County,    and   Mt.    Pleasant    Township    in    Westmoreland 

County. 

Such  schools  have  also  been  organized  at  Cambridge  Springs  in 
Crawford  County,  Mercer  in  Mercer  County,  Mansfield  in  Tioga 
County,  West  Sunbury  in  Butler  County,  Lampeter  in  Lancaster 
County,  Elder's  Ridge  in  Indiana  County  and  Salix  in  Cambria 
County.  At  Elders  Ridge  four  school  districts  organized  a  joint 
school  board  and  a  joint  school  committee  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining a  vocational  school.  The  four  districts  operating  this  school 
are  Kiskiminitas  Township  in  Armstrong  County  and  Young  Town- 
ship, West  Lebanon  Independent  and  Clarksburg  Independent  in 
Indiana  County.  A  four-year  course  is  offered  in  homemaking  for 
the  girls  and  a  four-year  course  in  agriculture  for  the  boys.  The 
school  has  five  well-trained  teachers,  three  of  whom  are  college  gradu- 
ates. It  offers  the  proper  amount  of  academic  work  in  connection 
with  the  practical  work. 

Evening  Industrial  Classes  were  conducted  in  the  following  places: 
Altoona,  Ellsworth,  Nanticoke,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Scranton, 
Shamokin,  Sbickshinny,  Wanamie,  Wilkes-Barre  and  Williamsport 

Evening  classes  in  Household  Arts  were  conducted  in  Altoona, 
Ellsworth,  Hazleton,  Nanticoke,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Scranton, 
Shamokin,  Titusville  and  Williamsport. 

Departments  for  Instruction  in  the  Household  Arts  were  estab- 
lished in  the  high  schools  of  Gettysburg,  Titusville  and  Waynes- 
boro. 

The  courses  planned  for  Gettysburg  and  Waynesboro  are  four 
years  in  length.  During  the  last  year  instruction  was  given  in  cook- 
ing, sewing,  applied  design,  sanitation  and  first  aid  to  the  injured. 
The  course  at  Titusville  includes  marketing  and  serving.  Marketing 
is  taught  by  instruction  in  the  class-room  and  then  trips  are  taken 
to  the  local  market  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  practice  the 
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principles  inculcated  by  the  teacher  in  her  lecture.  The  pupils  are 
required  to  bring  a  report  once  a  week,  indicating  the  amount  of 
work  done  at  home.    The  work  in  sewing  was  very  commendable. 

The  evening  classes  in  the  Household  Arts  have  been  very  success- 
ful. In  Nanticoke  the  work  was  limited  to  instruction  in  sewing.  A 
number  of  foreign-born  mothers  entered  the  sewing  classes  in  October 
and  by  February  they  were  bringing  their  children  to  the  evening 
school  in  order  to  fit  the  clothing  which  they  were  making.  At  Sha- 
niokin,  in  addition  to  the  work  in  sewing,  a  course  of  fifteen  lessons 
in  home  nursing  was  given  by  a  trained  nurse. 

At  Titusville  the  applicants  for  admission  to  the  evening  classes 
in  the  Household  Arts  were  so  numerous  that  it  was  impossible  to 
accommodate  all  in  one  class.  The  applicants  were  divided  into 
three  classes  of  twenty-four  eacb.  Two  of  the  classes  were  composed 
of  young  women  employed  in  stores  and  factories ;  the  third  class  was 
composed  of  young  housekeepers. 

At  Ellsworth  the  pupils  enrolled  in  the  evening  cooking  courses 
are  employed  during  the  day  as  maids  and  cooks. 

At  Hazleton  courses  were  offered  in  plain  sewing,  patching,  making 
of  undergarments,  shirt  waists  and  plain  dresses,  washing,  ironing, 
marketing,  simple  cooking,  and  feeding  of  infants  and  older  children. 
One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  girls,  ranging  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
eight  years,  were  enrolled  in  these  courses.  During  the  day  they 
were  employed  in  mills  and  factories. 

At  Scranton  the  extensive  equipment  of  the  Smith  Manual  Train- 
ing School  made  it  possible  to  do  very  effective  work  in  the  large 
classes  in  cooking,  dressmaking  and  home  sewing. 

At  Williamsport  a  large  number  of  the  young  women  who  en- 
rolled in  the  evening  cooking  classes,  were  securing  instruction  pre- 
paratory to  taking  charge  of  homes  of  their  own. 

In  Altoona  three  classes  in  plain  sewing,  two  in  dressmaking  and 
one  in  millinery  were  conducted.  The  girls  and  women  enrolled  in 
the  evening  classes  were  all  employed  during  the  day  in  stores  or 
factories. 

In  Pittsburgh  every  girl  in  the  public  schools  from  the  fifth  to 
the  eighth  grade  inclusive  receives  instruction  in  some  phase  of 
household  economics.  The  furnishing  of  seventy  thousand  luncheons 
to  high  school  pupils  at  an  average  cost  of  seven  and  one-half  cents, 
and  the  teaching  of  forty -three  hundred  women  in  household  arts 
in  the  evening  schools  are  items  deserving  of  mention. 


INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

Industrial  Education  is  a  problem  which  cannot  be  solved  by  the 
schools  alone.     The  manufacturers  can  best  furnish  the  practical 
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instruction  while  the  schools  are  giving  the  related  technic  and 
academic  instruction.  Whenever  the  instruction  is  given  in  the 
all-day  industrial  school,  the  work  which  belongs  to  the  manufac- 
turer is  shifted  to  the  school.  On  the  other  hand  when  the  instruc- 
tion is  given  in  the  evening  classes  or  in  a  continuation  school,  the 
ideal  combination  is  at  hand.  The  manufacturer  is  using  the  equip- 
ment of  his  plant  to  give  the  practical  instruction  while  the  schools 
are  offering  a  course  in  related  technic  and  academic  studies  prop- 
erly correlated  with  the  practical  work.  An  investigation  of  all- 
day  industrial  schools  shows  that  for  the  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended and  the  small  group  served,  this  type  of  school  does  not 
yield  as  large  a  return  as  either  the  evening  industrial  school  or  the 
continuation  school. 

The  Evening  Industrial  Classes  conducted  in  Nanticoke,  Wanamie, 
Shickshinny  and  Shamokin  were  devoted  to  the  giving  of  instruction 
to  the  mine  workers  in  the  anthracite  region.  An  analysis  of  the 
mining  industries  was  made  and  courses  were  planned  so  that  the 
men  attending  the  night  school  would  receive  valuable  assistance  in 
their  regular  employment.  Such  subjects  as  mine  gases,  mine  ventila- 
tion, mining  law,  mine  surveying,  mining  arithmetic,  drawing  suit- 
able to  the  needs  of  the  men  employed  about  the  colliery,  elementary 
mechanics  and  electricity  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  breaker  boys 
and  motor  runners,  were  taught  in  the  evening  industrial  schools. 

In  the  absence  of  a  text  which  was  adapted  to  the  needs  of  these 
evening  mining  classes  Mr.  J.  J.  Walsh,  Mine  Inspector  of  the  Tenth 
Anthracite  District,  wrote  a  series  of  forty-six  lessons  dealing  with 
gases  and  ventilation.  These  lessons  were  mimeographed  in  the 
Department  and  forwarded  to  the  various  schools. 

A  number  of  applicants  for  teaching  positions  in  the  mining  classes 
were  examined  in  the  several  towns  in  which  these  classes  were 
conducted.  A  goodly  number  qualified  as  teachers  and  were  granted 
State  Certificates. 

The  men  who  were  employed  as  teachers  in  the  Evening  Mining 
Classes  have  had  anywhere  from  six  to  twenty-one  years'  experience 
in  the  mines.  In  some  instances  a  successful  teacher  of  science  or 
mathematics  was  placed  in  the  same  class  room  with  the  practical 
miner.  By  this  arrangement  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  be  possible 
gradually  to  train  the  practical  man  in  method  of  teaching. 

The  advisory  committees  in  the  Mining  Institutes  have  given  valu- 
able assistance  to  the  local  school  authorities  directly  in  charge  of 
the  evening  mining  classes.  The  Mining  Institutes  have  employed 
one  of  their  members  for  two  weeks  out  of  every  month  while  the 
school  was  in  session,  to  act  as  a  visitor.  This  person  visited  the 
schools,  kept  a  record  of  attendance  and  made  it  his  business  to  keep 
in  close  touch  with  the  men  at  their  various  places  of  employment. 
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He  was,  therefore,  in  a  position  to  know  when  one  of  them  was  ab- 
sent and  to  give  assistance  when  needed.  This  arrangement  re- 
sulted in  an  increased  average  attendance  at  the  evening  schools. 
Besides  visiting  the  schools  and  the  students,  the  visitor  arranged 
for  talks  to  be  given  by  citizens  and  by  others  who  were  experts  in 
a  particular  line.  At  least  four  of  these  talks  were  given  before 
the  schools  every  month. 

At  Ellsworth  and  Cokesburg,  Evening  Classes  were  conducted  for 
the  bituminous  mine  workers  of  that  district.  Instruction  in  gases, 
ventilation  and  mining  law  was  given.  The  lesson  sheets  for  these 
classes  were  prepared  by  Mr.  E.  E.  Bach  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Cooper,  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  class. 

In  Wilkes-Barre,  shop  mathematics,  sketching  and  English  were 
offered  to  men  employed  in  the  machine  shops,  boiler  making  shops 
and  foundries. 

William  sport  offered  courses  for  a  number  of  trades,  such  as  car- 
penters, electricians  and  machinists. 

Pittsburgh  reports  forty-seven  elementary  schools  which  served 
as  centers  for  the  boys  from  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
and  through  which  12,459  boys  of  these  grades  rotated  in  weekly 
lessons.  The  course  of  training  included  mechanical  drawing  and 
shop  work  in  wood.  In  the  high  school  department  additional  rooms 
and  teachers  were  supplied,  extending  the  privileges  of  industrial 
training  in  all  high  schools.  One  thousand  and  ninety-seven  boys 
took  some  part  of  the  work  during  the  year,  the  courses  including 
advanced  mechanical  drawing  and  joinery,  wood  turning  and  pat- 
tern making,  machine  work  and  forging. 

The  Philadelphia  Trade  School  gave  work  during  the  past  year 
in  the  making  and  reading  of  drawings  and  shop  mathematics  for 
cabinet  makers,  mechanical  and  architectural  draughtsmen,  machin- 
ists, pattern  makers,  plumbers  and  sheet  metal  workers.  A  course 
was  offered  in  making  and  reading  drawings  for  bricklayers  and  elec- 
tricians, in  interior  decorating  for  interior  decorators,  also  several 
courses  for  printers,  sign  painters  and  electricians. 

At  Scranton  the  equipment  of  the  Technical  High  School  was 
used  to  give  trade  extension  courses  to  machinists  and  pattern  mak- 
ers. Courses  in  drawing  and  shop  mathematics  .were  also  offered  for 
machinsts,  architects,  plumbers,  masons  and  sheet  metal  workers. 

At  York  a  continuation  school  has  been  in  successful  operation 
for  three  years.  The  boys  devote  half  their  time  to  shop  work  and 
half  their  time  to  related  academic  and  technic  subjects.  The  in- 
struction in  the  shop  work  is  given  in  a  number  of  shops  while  the 
scholastic  work  is  given  in  a  room  fitted  up  in  the  York  High  School. 
Nearly  125  boys  are  enrolled  in  this  co-operative  course.  The  ma- 
jority of  them  are  employed  in  machine  shops,  although  there  are 
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several  enrolled  in  the  plumbing  and  cabinet  making  courses.  Eighty- 
seven  boys  earned  $10,591.02  during  the  year  1913-14.  The  first  class, 
twenty-three  in  number,  was  graduted  in  June,  1914. 

An  all-day  industrial  school  has  been  organized  and  opened  in  the 
City  of  Altoona.  Courses  in  machine  shop  work,  pattern  making, 
foundry,  sheet  metal  work  and  forging,  will  be  given. 

It  is  proposed  that  these  courses  shall  give  such  training  that  the 
boy,  having  completed  them,  may  enter  an  industrial  establishment, 
and  receive  advanced  standing  on  his  apprenticeship.  The  courses 
will  be  three  years  in  length.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  boys 
have  already  applied  for  admission  to  this  school. 

The  past  year  $7,000  worth  of  new  machinery  was  added  to  the 
machine  shop  plant  in  Altoona,  thus  making  it  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete machine  shops  in  the  State.  In  addition  to  the  machine  shop 
equipment,  the  pattern  making  and  forging  departments  are  fully 
equipped  with  modern  machinery. 

Preparation  has  been  made  at  Homestead  to  open  the  Schwab  In- 
dustrial School  as  a  vocational  school.  In  this  school  homemaking 
and  industrial  departments  will  be  organized. 

Plans  are  being  consummated  for  the  co-operation  of  the  public 
school  authorities  and  the  Westinghouse  Electric  Company,  in  the 
operation  of  the  Casino  Mght  School  at  Turtle  Creek.  This  school 
in  the  past  has  been  operated  by  the  Westinghouse  concern. 

Hazleton  will  open  in  September  a  household  arts  department  and 
will  greatly  extend  the  work  of  the  evening  vocational  school. 
Johnstown  has  under  consideration  a  continuation  school. 
West  Chester  has  opened  a  household  arts  department  and  indus- 
trial department.     The  industrial  department  will  give  training  in 
pattern  making  and  in  the  machinists  trade. 

At  Carlisle  household  arts  and  industrial  departments  were  opened 
in  September.  Industrial  work  the  first  year  will  be  largely  of  a 
prevocational  character.  Provision  has  been  made  in  the  new  high 
school  for  the  homemaking  and  industrial  departments.  These  de- 
partments will  occupy  one  entire  floor.  Equipment  for  the  homemak- 
ing department  and  the  mill  room  and  bench  room  of  the  industrial 
department  has  been  purchased. 

The  Williamsport  school  district  is  now  receiving  bids  on  $6,700 
worth  of  wood  working  and  metal  working  equipment,  to  be  placed 
in  the  industrial  department  of  the  new  high  school.  This  depart- 
ment will  open  this  Fall  and  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  day  continua- 
tion course  being  organized.  All  of  this  equipment  will  be  used  to 
extend  the  work  of  the  evening  industrial  school. 

Plans  for  a  vocational  school  in  which  industrial  and  household 
arts  departments  are  provided,  have  been  completed  for  Ellsworth. 
The  plan  contemplates  a  house  fully  equipped  to  teach  homemaking 
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and  a  shop  or  shops  for  carpentry  work,  machine  shop  and  electrical 
work. 

Inasmuch  as  Ellsworth  is  a  mining  community,  it  is  deemed  wise 
that  during  the  first  three  years,  instruction  be  given  in  the  school, 
to  consist  not  only  of  carpentry,  machine  shop  and  electrical  work, 
but  also  of  mine  gases,  mine  ventilation  and  other  subjects  related 
to  the  mining  industry.  It  is  contemplated  that  the  fourth  year 
shall  be  devoted  to  work  in  the  mines. 

All  the  industrial  and  homemaking  schools  or  classes  have  advis- 
ory committees.  These  committees  have  interested  themselves  in 
the  work  and  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  teachers  and 
the  local  school  authorities.  In  many  instances  blue  prints,  ma- 
chinery and  additional  equipment  have  been  supplied  by  the  advisory 
committee. 

Many  other  places  have  applied  for  evening  industrial  and  house- 
hold arts  schools.  At  the  present  writing,  it  is  impossible  to  state 
the  exact  number  of  places  that  will  conduct  such  schools  this 
coming  year.  However,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  not  less  than  fifteen  dis- 
tricts will  maintain  evening  vocational  schools,  which  were  not 
maintained  the  past  year.  No  mention  has  been  made  of  the  new 
activities  of  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia,  as  the  work 
in  these  two  cities  is  handled  by  special  supervisors  not  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


INSTRUCTION  IN  AGRICULTURE. 

Every  boy  enrolled  in  the  agricultural  department  of  a  high  school 
must  each  year  conduct  an  agricultural  project.  Most  of  the  projects 
have  to  do  with  crops  and  are  carried  on  upon  the  home  farm.  As 
instances  of  what  the  learner  is  expected  to  determine  the  following 
may  be  mentioned:  the  cost  of  raising  an  acre  of  potatoes,  of  pro- 
ducing an  acre  of  corn,  the  annual  profit  per  fowl  on  a  flock  of  fifty 
chickens,  the  fattening  qualities  of  various  rations  for  poultry  and 
other  animals.  The  pupils  visit  farmers'  institutes,  engage  in  corn 
and  poultry  contests,  make  and  study  exhibits  at  county  fairs,  and 
learn  to  diagnose  the  condition  of  farm  animals  as  well  as  the  causes 
for  each  condition.  They  are  taught  the  arithmetic  which  has  to  do 
with  the  farm  and  the  elements  of  the  sciences  which  underlie  suc- 
cessful agriculture.  The  high  school  also  extends  a  helping  hand  to 
those  who  are  too  old  to  attend  school  during  the  day  and  yet  not 
too  old  to  be  benefited  by  evening  classes. 

At  the  Montrose  High  School  two  courses  in  soil  management  and 
fertilizers  were  given  to  groups  of  farmers  living  in  the  vicinity. 
There  was  a  demand  for  instruction  in  other  lines,  but  deep  snows 
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and  severe  weather  interfered.     It  is  confidently  expected  that  the 
plan  can  be  more  fully  developed  during  the  current  year. 

The  boys  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  High  School  attended  the  pruning 
and  spraying  demonstrations  conducted  by  one  of  the  professors  of 
the  State  College.  They  were  taught  how  to  prepare  lime  sulphur, 
how  to  hunt  borers,  and  how  to  detect  and  fight  the  different  kinds 
of  scale  insects. 

Experiments  in  poultry  raising  and  fattening  were  carried  on  by 
the  boys  in  the  Troy  and  the  Waterford  High  Schools.  Seven  pupils 
in  the  latter  school  will  grow  corn  in  Erie  County's  corn  growing 
contest.  The  school  took  a  very  creditable  part  in  the  poultry  show 
of  the  Waterford  Poultry  Association.  The  school  also  conducted 
a  farmers'  institute  that  was  largely  attended.  One  pupil  expects 
to  determine  what  profit  can  be  realized  from  raising  1,500  tomato 
plants  and  canning  the  product. 

The  Department  of  Homemaking  of  the  Montrose  High  School 
gave  a  very  interesting  and  practical  series  of  evening  short  unit 
courses  in  cooking.  Food  values,  the  feeding  of  growing  children, 
meats,  fuels,  the  fireless  cooker,  were  some  of  the  courses  given.  In 
the  group  of  persons  taking  these  courses  were  teachers,  clerks, 
stenographers,  dressmakers,  storekeepers,  and  housekeepers.  In  age 
they  ranged  from  twenty  to  fifty  years. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  day  sessions  and  evening  meetings  during 
the  coming  winter  for  the  benefit  of  farmers  who  are  interested  in 
dairying,  poultry  raising,  fruit-growing,  crop  rotations  and  fertiliz- 
ers. It  is  expected  that  some  of  the  staff  of  the  State  College  will 
lend  assistance  at  these  meetings. 

One  of  the  strongest  features  of  this  type  of  agricultural  instruc- 
tion is  the  close  co-operation  existing  between  the  County  Superin- 
tendent, the  high  school  principal,  the  supervisor  in  charge  of  the 
agricultural  department  and  the  county  agriculturist  of  the  county 
farm  bureau.  This  insures  unity  of  effort  without  duplication  or 
waste. 

The  Supervisor  of  Agriculture  in  charge  of  the  high  school  depart- 
ment is  a  community  official  whose  efforts  are  not  limited  to  the 
school  room  nor  to  the  school  term  of  eight  or  nine  months.  He  is 
employed  for  twelve  months  and  devotes  his  time  during  the  summer 
vacation  to  traveling  around  the  entire  community  served  by  the 
school.  He  supervises  the  agricultural  projects  that  are  carried  on 
by  the  pupils  under  his  care.  He  gives  advice  and  help  to  the  farm- 
ers on  perplexing  problems.  Assistance  will  be  given  in  the  forma- 
tion of  various  farmers'  co-operative  associations;  new  varieties  of 
grain  will  be  tested;  demontration  alfalfa  plots  will  be  started,  and 
agricultural  literature  will  be  distributed  free  among  the  farmers 
of  the  community. 
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These  teachers  of  agriculture  have  all  had  farm  experience  and 
most  of  them  have  been  born  and  bred  on  the  farm.  Once  a  year  they 
meet  at  the  State  College  for  a  two  weeks'  conference. 

If  agriculture  is  not  taught  by  competent  instructors,  the  term 
will  become  an  object  of  ridicule  as  was  so  often  the  case  with  manual 
training  which  at  first  was  put  in  charge  of  carpenters  and  others 
who  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  science  of  education  and  the  art  of 
teaching. 

Too  much  was  at  first  expected  of  the  one  room  rural  school.  En- 
thusiastic reformers  failed  to  take  into  cognizance  the  fact  that  many 
of  our  rural  school  teachers  are  mostly  young  girls  of  limited  experi- 
ence who  lacked  the  preparation  necessary  to  teach  agriculture  suc- 
cessfully. Furthermore,  many  of  the  teachers  who  were  born  and 
reared  in  towns  and  cities  are  not  familiar  wth  rural  lfe.  The  fact 
that  a  large  percentage  of  the  teachers  in  rural  schools  change  their 
positions  every  year  makes  the  problem  still  more  difficult.  From 
suitable  books  information  can  be  obtained  and  imparted  Which  has 
a  bearing  upon  agriculture  and  horticulture.  But  this  does  not 
fully  satisfy  the  demand  for  efficient  instruction  in  agriculture. 

AGRICULTURAL  CLUBS. 

Agricultural  clubs  have  been  organized  in  many  of  the  counties 
of  the  State.  Great  interest  is  shown  in  the  various  contests  inaugu- 
rated by  these  clubs.  Most  of  the  clubs  are  organized  under  the 
supervision  of  the  county  superintendents.  In  counties  having  a 
county  farm  bureau,  the  club  work  is  carried  on  by  the  county  super- 
intendent and  the  county  agriculturalist.  Agricultural  displays  and 
exhibits  have  been  held  all  over  the  State,  sometimes  in  connection 
with  county  institutes,  sometimes  at  county  fairs  and  at  independent 
exhibits,  or  in  connection  with  poultry  shows. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  College  and  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  have  given  assistance  to  the  public  schools  in  various 
ways.  Through  the  Smith-Lever  bill  large  amounts  will  come  from 
the  national  government  to  the  State  College,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
co-operative  work  will  then  be  more  fully  organized. 

THE  MOTHER  TONGUE. 

There  is  more  adverse  criticism  of  the  teaching  of  English  than 
of  any  other  phase  of  school  work.  The  colleges  blame  the  high 
schools  and  the  high  schools  berate  the  lower  schools  for  sending 
them  pupils  unable  to  use  good  English.  The  superintendents  say 
that  the  teaching  of  English  in  the  high  schools,  which  get  their 
teachers  from  the  colleges,  will  be  improved  as  soon  as  the  colleges 
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improve  their  teaching  of  English.  The  claim  is  made  that,  inas- 
much as  the  teachers  of  graded  schools  are  largely  the  product  of 
the  high  school,  there  will  be  better  teaching  in  the  grades  as  soon 
as  the  high  schools  improve  their  teaching.  Our  polyglot  popula- 
tion is  giving  us  conditions  similar  to  those  which  prevailed  in  the 
centuries  when  Latin  was  the  language  of  the  schools  and  the  medium 
of  instruction.  Teachers  then  lamented  that  children  were  born 
into  homes  in  which  the  vernacular  and  not  Latin  was  spoken.  It 
would  have  been  so  much  easier  to  teach,  if  Latin  had  been  the 
mother  tongue  of  the  pupils.  Teachers  now  lament  that  children 
are  born  into  homes  and  grow  up  in  homes  in  which  no  English,  or 
only  inferior  English  is  spoken.  Plato  who  never  studied  the  sci- 
ence of  grammar*  acquired  his  fine  Greek  from  his  mother,  whilst 
Aristotle  had  a  defect  of  speech  which  he  acquired  from  his  Mace- 
donian mother  and  which  he  never  could  overcome  in  adult  years. 
Our  oral  language  is  moulded  by  those  with  whom  we  associate ;  and 
our  written  language  is  shaped  by  the  literature  we  read  and  study. 
From  this  law  the  children  can  not  escape;  and  more  practice  in 
the  art  of  expressing  thought  is  needed  in  all  the  schools  from  the 
elementary  grades  to  the  college  and  the  university.  Morever,  pu- 
pils can  not  express  thoughts  which  they  do  not  possess.  Ability 
to  think  lies  at  the  foundation  of  good  work  in  composition.  Presi- 
dent Sharpless  has  well  said  that  no  education  is  worth  much  which 
does  not  train  the  youth  to  work  and  think,  that  there  are  a  great 
many  interesting  facts  which  every  educated  man  is  supposed  to 
know,  which  should  come  as  by-products  of  school  experience,  but 
that  the  will  which  has  been  trained  to  steady  work  and  the  mind 
which  has  been  trained  to  think  are  the  best  and  most  important  re- 
sults of  education.  Give  the  power  to  think  and  persistent  intelli- 
gent practice  in  the  art  of  expressing  thought;  and  one  of  the  by- 
products will  be  the  use  of  correct  English  in  oral  and  written  lan- 
guage. 

The  correction  of  the  written  work  is  an  intolerable  burden  in 
large  schools.  The  same  end  can  be  reached  by  a  partial  substitu- 
tion of  oral  exercises  in  composition.  The  recent  texts  designed  to 
aid  teachers  in  conducting  such  exercises  mark  a  distinct  advance 
in  educational  practice.  From  this  point  of  view,  and  for  other 
cogent  reasons,  literary  exercises  and  debating  societies  should  be 
encouraged. 

An  aim  of  prime  importance  in  public  school  work  is  the  making 
of  good  citizens.  Literary  societies  tend  to  develop  a  love  of  our 
free  institutions  and  at  the  same  time  develop  ability  to  exercise  free 
speech  intelligently  and  wisely  in  their  defense.  This  ability  is  a 
strong  safeguard  against  the  overthrow  of  our  institutions  by  the 

♦Grammar  was  developed  by   Dionysius   Thrax  when   toe  young   Romans   began    to   study   Greek. 
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enemies  of  freedom  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  it  stimulates 
a  thorough  consideration  of  the  evils  which  affect  a  people  politically, 
industrially,  socially,  morally  and  otherwise.  Debating  societies 
develop  the  power  to  think  and  to  express  thought.  They  make  clear 
that  there  are  two  sides  to  every  question,  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  facts  and  assumptions,  and  that  judgment  should  not  be 
pronounced  until  both  sides  have  been  heard. 

The  debating  society  encourages  a  spirit  of  investigation  and  sup- 
plies the  materials  upon  which  a  ripened  judgment  may  be  based.  It 
leads  to  a  study  of  the  best  authors,  their  style  of  argumentation 
and  ways  of  expressing  thought.  It  teaches  parliamentary  rules  and 
practice.  Pupils  should  be  so  taught  and  trained  that  they  can  open 
a  public  meeting  and  express  an  intelligent  opinion  upon  any  ques- 
tion which  the  meeting  has  been  called  to  consider.  A  good  literary 
or  debating  society  provides  wholesome  and  profitable  entertainment 
and  is  a  good  type  of  social  centre  activity.  Such  societies  should 
be  established  and  maintained  in  connection  with  the  schools  wher- 
ever there  is  prospect  of  success  in  view  of  local  conditions. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

One  of  the  inspectors  made  a  careful  study  of  the  results  of  the 
teaching  of  arithmetic  in  the  grades.  The  stress  laid  upon  difficult 
problems  which  never  occur  in  practical  life  has  led  teachers  to 
neglect  accuracy  and  facility  in  the  addition,  subtraction,  multipli- 
cation and  division  of  integers  and  fractions,  and  especially  in  the 
placing  of  the  decimal  point  in  fractions  and  percentage. 

A  similar  study  of  the  results  of  the  teaching  of  grammar  shows 
that  the  use  of  plurals,  of  pronouns,  of  irregular  verbs  and  of  the 
punctuation  marks  (including  the  apostrophe)  is  neglected  through 
the  emphasis  laid  upon  parsing,  diagramming  and  the  analysis  of 
sentences.  These  are  defects  which  can  not  be  remedied  by  legisla- 
tion, but  must  be  looked  after  in  the  domain  of  school  supervision. 

There  are  now  more  than  thirty-six  thousand  elementary  schools 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  main  purpose  of  these  schools  is 
to  teach  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education.  Originally  the  com- 
mon schools  were  established  to  banish  illiteracy  and  to  make  ignor- 
ance impossible.  This  always  will  be  one  of  the  main  purposes  of 
the  elementary  schools.  But  the  progress  of  our  American  civiliza- 
tion is  constantly  imposing  new  duties  and  functions  upon  the  public 
schools.  In  spite  of  all  that  has  been  achieved,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  vocational  education  is  still  largely  in  the  experimental  stage. 
Moreover,  an  enumeration  of  the  problems  which  the  school  is  ex- 
pected to  solve  will  convince  any  thinking  man  that  too  much  may 
be  expected  of  the  children  while  at  school. 
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THE  TEACHING  OF  HISTORY. 

History  does  not  help  the  average  pupil  to  earn  a  livelihood.  Hence 
it  is  given  a  very  subordinate  place,  if  not  ruled  altogether  out  of 
the  curriculum',  by  those  who  consider  bread-winning  the  chief  aim 
of  the  school.  The  State,  however,  has  a  paramount  interest  in 
preparation  for  citizenship.  No  one  is  fit  to  cast  a  ballot,  if  he  is 
ignorant  of  the  origin  and  history  of  our  free  institutions.  From  this 
point  of  view,  history  is  seen  to  occupy  an  important  place  in  every 
rational  course  of  study. 

Pennsylvanians  have  been  accused  of  a  lack  of  civic  pride.  As  soon 
as  a  boy  learns  the  important  part  which  our  State  has  had  in  the 
development  of  the  nation,  he  grows  proud  of  the  Keystone  State, 
Pennsylvania  history  should  be  taught  with  more  fulness  and  detail. 
Essays  and  orations  on  the  different  phases  of  our  development,  show- 
ing how  our  people  have  led  the  nation  in  peace  and  war,  might 
fill  the  program  on  commencement  day,  or  on  other  days  when 
patrons  and  parents  visit  the  school.  Our  school  libraries  should 
make  accessible  to  the  pupils  the  books  which  have  recently  been 
published  to  aid  teachers  in  familiarizing  themselves  and  their 
pupils  with  the  inspiring  details  of  the  history  of  our  Common- 
wealth. 

THE  READING  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

While  the  bill  requiring  the  daily  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the 
public  schools  was  pending,  it  was  predicted  in  other  States  that  if 
the  proposed  legislation  were  ever  enacted  into  law,  there  would  be 
scenes  of  riot  and  bloodshed  in  Pennsylvania.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
has  come  to  pass.  The  campaign  which  the  School  Department  in- 
augurated for  carrying  this  law  into  effect  has  been  remarkably 
successful.  After  the  law  was  interpreted  and  explained,  there  was 
very  little  objection  to  its  enforcement.  The  teachers,  although  dif- 
fering in  religious  creeds  and  customs,  proved  themselves  to  be  law- 
abiding  citizens.  Fortunately,  the  spirit  of  religious  toleration,  with 
which  William  Penn  started  the  government  of  his  province,  still 
abides  in  the  hearts  of  our  citizens.  The  silent  influence  of  daily  read- 
ings from  the  greatest  book  on  morals  which  the  ages  have  produced 
will  surely  be  felt  in  the  lives  of  all  the  pupils  of  our  public  schools. 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION. 

In  every  scheme  of  education  health  and  sanitation  are  considered 
matters  of  prime  importance.     Any  system  of  schooling  which  im- 
pairs or  undermines  health  is  deserving  of  condemnation.     This  is 
2— 6— 1914 
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as  true  of  religious  as  of  secular  education.  The  conservation  of 
health  may  be  regarded  as  the  foundation  stone  for  the  superstruc- 
ture of  a  system  of  public  instruction.  It  is  normative  in  the  se- 
lection of  school  sites,  the  building  of  school  houses,  the  purchase  of 
playgrounds,  the  formation  of  the  courses  of  study  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  hours  of  work  and  play,  both  at  school  and  after  school.. 
It  imposes  upon  teachers  and  parents  the  duty  of  teaching  the  laws 
of  health  and  sanitation.  If  these  laws  are  to  be  obeyed,  they  must 
be  known ;  if  they  are  to  be  known  they  must  be  taught, — taught  by 
example  as  well  as  by  precept.  How  can  a  teacher  induce  pupils  to 
avoid  the  cigarette,  if  he  himself  is  a  slave  of  the  tobacco  habit? 

Medical  inspection  is  bringing  the  physical  defects  of  children  to 
the  notice  of  parents  and  teachers.  Where  these  defects  are  treated 
by  the  family  physician,  or  by  a  specialist,  the  health  is  improved. 
The  vital  statistics  show  that  during  last  year  fifteen  thousand  fewer 
deaths  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  than  eight  years  ago.  The  same 
statistics  show  that  fewer  children  are  born,  but  they  live  longer. 
This  is  due  partly  to  the  greater  attention  paid  to  health  and  sani- 
tation in  our  public  schools,  and  partly  to  the  vigorous  efforts  by 
State  and  local  boards  of  health  to  eradicate  the  causes  of  disease 
and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  epidemics. 

The  law  in  regard  to  vaccination  is  not  satisfactory.  During  the 
last  year  some  school  houses  were  empty  because  an  attempt  was 
made  to  enforce  the  law  excluding  un vaccinated  children  from  school. 
The  courts  have  held  that,  when  a  child  is  excluded  from  school  on 
the  ground  that  it  has  not  been  successfully  vaccinated,  the  compul- 
sory attendance  law  can  not  be  enforced.  An  empty  school  house  is 
a  needless  expense,  because  it  means  that  the  unvaccinated  are 
neither  getting  an  education  nor  receiving  immunity  from  a  loath- 
some disease. 

FIRES  AND  FIRE  DRILLS. 

The  law  requires  periodic  fire  drills  in  our  larger  towns  and  cities 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  pupils  to  leave  the  school  buildings 
quickly  and  safely  in  case  of  a  sudden  emergency  like  a  fire.  Build- 
ings more  than  two  stories  high  must  be  of  fire-proof  construction; 
otherwise  they  can  not  be  rented  for  school  purposes. 

The  requirement  that  a  booklet  on  the  origin  of  fires  be  prepared 
by  the  fire  marshal  and  printed  for  gratuitous  distribution  under 
the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  has  not 
been  carried  into  effect,  because  no  appropriation  was  made  to  cover 
the  expense  of  printing.  It  is  not  easy  to  prepare  an  acceptable 
treatise  of  this  kind  upon  sound  pedagogical  principles.  The  aver- 
age boy  has  considerable  of  the  spirit  of  an  incendiary,  in  that  he 
loves  to  see  a  bonfire  or  a  conflagration  at  night.     So  long  as  the 


No.  6.  SUPERINTENDENT   OF   PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  19 

word  fire  has  not  attained  full  content  in  his  mind,  a  knowledge  of 
the  various  ways  of  starting  a  fire  is  dangerous  information.  A 
chapter  of  dont's  suggests  ways  of  starting  fires  which  a  boy  would 
otherwise  never  think  of.  Instruction  upon  the  destructiveness  of 
fires  on  the  side  of  life  and  property  should  accompany  lessons  on 
the  origin  of  fires.  The  enterprise  of  at  least  one  publishing  house 
has  given  us  literature  for  supplementary  reading  far  superior  to 
any  State  publication  on  the  prevention  of  destructive  fires,  and  in 
the  absence  of  any  Pennsylvania  publication  for  gratuitous  distribu- 
tion it  has  been  deemed  wise  to  draw  attention  to  an  inexpensive* 
book  which  was  specially  prepared  for  school  use  through  the  enter- 
prise of  a  firm  of  publishers  at  their  own  risk  and  expense. 

Two  things  provided  for  in  the  School  Code  have  not  been  carried 
into  effect  because  the  Legislature  did  not  make  the  required  ap- 
propriation. Section  1126  provides  for  the  selection  and  employ- 
ment of  assistant  county  superintendents.  The  Code  has  increased 
the  clerical  work  of  every  superintendent  and  his  office  should  also 
have  a  good  stenographer  and  typewriter. 

Section  1211  provides  for  the  addition  of  five  dollars  to  the  mini- 
mum salary  of  every  teacher.  In  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  living, 
this  provision  should  be  made  operative  without  further  delay. 


UNREASONABLE  DEMANDS. 

Perhaps  the  teachers  should  feel  complimented  by  the  number  of 
problems  which  are  shied  at  the  school  for  solution.  The  Bible,  the 
ballot,  the  flag,  fires,  forests,  the  conservation  of  our  natural  re- 
sources, the  high  price  of  living,  peace  and  war,  trades  and  indus- 
try, agriculture,  horticulture,  commerce  and  home  economics,  man- 
ual training,  moral  training,  religious  education,  music,  gymnas- 
tics, swimming,  dancing,  social  centre  activities,  health,  sanitation, 
vaccination,  medical  inspection,  sex  hygiene,  motherhood  and  a  host 
of  other  problems,  too  numerous  to  mention,  are  handed  over  to  the 
teacher  after  the  church,  the  newspaper,  the  community,  the  police, 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  have  failed  to  furnish  a  satis- 
factory solution. 

Whenever  a  new  idea  strikes  a  reformer,  the  schools  are  asked  to 
lift  a  collection,  or  to  set  apart  a  day  for  the  promulgation  of  that 
idea,  because  it  is  apparent  that  every  home  in  the  land  can  be 
reached  most  easily  through  the  schools.  Labor  day,  election  day, 
Thanksgiving  day,  Christmas  day,  New  Year's  Day,  Washington's 
birthday,  Lincoln's  birthday,  St.  Patrick's  day,  Peace  day,  Me- 
morial day,  Flag  day,  Independence  day,  authors'  .days,  fair  days 
and  other  special  days  are  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  regular 
routine  of  the  school  and  to  divert  the  teachers'  energies  from  the 
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legitimate  work  of  educating  the  children.  The  School  Code  wisely 
fixes  only  two  holidays  (Christmas  and  the  Fourth  of  July)  as  days 
on  which  the  schools  are  to  be  closed  and  leaves  to  the  local  authori- 
ties the  fixing  of  the  other  days  which  are  to  be  observed  by  the 
schools. 

It  should  not  be  assumed  that  the  child's  attention  may  be  drawn, 
while  at  school,  to  all  the  problems  by  which  one  may  be  confronted 
in  adult  years.  Such  attempts  result  in  dissipation  of  effort  rather 
than  in  preparation  for  complete  living.  It  is  folly  to  expect  the 
teachers  to  cure  all  the  ills  which  afflict  the  home,  the  church,  the 
state  and  the  community. 

Nevertheless,  the  schools  exist  for  the  sake  of  the  children,  and 
everything  possible  should  be  done  to  fit  them  for  citizenship,  for 
gainful  occupations  and  for  complete  living. 


CENTKAL1ZATTON  AND  CONSOLIDATION. 

The  growth  of  population  causes  a  demand  for  graded  schools  and 
in  a  natural  way  produces  the  advantages  which  are  claimed  for 
consolidated  schools.    Without  question,  the  consolidation  of  schools, 
wherever  it  is  feasible,  produces  better  results  than  the  one  room 
schools  with  a  small  attendance.    There  is,  however,  a  limit  to  the 
area  which  can  be  well  served  by  a  consolidated  school.     In  some 
cases  two  schools  should  be  consolidated;  in  others  from  three  to 
ten  schools  have  been  centralized  in  one  building.    A  careful  survey 
of  local  conditions  should  precede  the  attempt  to  consolidate.     If 
children  can  not  be  hauled  to  school  in  less  than  one  hour,  or  if  no 
provision  is  made  for  the  transportation  of  the  pupils,  without  com- 
pelling them  to  wait  in  exposed  places  for  the  conveyance,  much 
irritation  and  some  loss  of  schooling  follows  the  attempts  to  cen- 
tralize the  schools  in  one  building.    In  spite  of  bad  roads  and  natural 
sentiment  in  favor  of  the  little  red  school  house,  consolidation  is 
steadily  progressing.     In  one  county  there  are  seven  consolidated 
schools.    The  magnificent  new  buildings  which  take  the  place  of  the 
abandoned  one-room  school  houses  speak  eloquently  of  educational 
progress  in  rural  districts.  The  effort  to  centralize  sometimes  springs 
from  the  desire  for  a  high  school.    In  some  instances  it  is  better  to 
have  one  well  equipped  first  class  high  school  supported  by  several 
townships  than  two  or  three  weak  high  schools,  one  in  each  district. 
The  Code  gives  the  school  directors  power  to  act  without  imposing 
a  rigid  plan  that  could  not  be  suited  to  all  the  varying  conditions 
of  a  growing  Commonwealth. 

Whenever  any  children  are  left  in  remote  sections,  without  access 
to  a  school,  consolidation  means  retrogression  instead  of  progress, 
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at  least  so  far  as  the  education  of  such  children  is  concerned.  More- 
over, the  school  population  in  rural  communities  varies  to  such  an 
extent  that  a  school  abandoned  this  year  on  account  of  small  attend- 
ance may,  in  half  a  dozen  years,  have  a  goodly  number  of  children 
to  be  educated.  Probabilities  of  this  sort  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered, when  the  policy  of  consolidation  is  adopted. 


THE  RURAL  SCHOOL. 

The  most  perplexing  educational  problem  of  to-day  is  the  rural 
school.  One  room  buildings,  erected  years  ago,  poorly  lighted,  in- 
sufficiently heated,  inadequately  ventilated,  having  unattractive  sur- 
roundings and  inadequate  playgrounds,  can  be  found  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  State.  The  attendance  is  small,  the  equipment  is  meagre, 
the  isolation  is  forbidding  and  the  teacher  accepts  the  place  because 
no  position  is  open  td  her  anywhere  else.  Impassable  roads  make 
centralization  impossible.  Sometimes  the  maximum  tax  levy  al- 
lowed by  law  is  insufficient  to  keep  the  schools  in  operation  during 
the  minimum  term  of  seven  months.  Sometimes  the  lack  of  funds  is 
due  to  a  low  assessment,  or  to  an  unwillingness  to  raise  the  tax 
rate. 

All  that  the  Legislature  has  thus  far  done,  has  failed  to  yield  satis- 
factory results.  First  the  school  appropriation  was  raised  from 
two  to  five  millions.  This  led  to  a  decrease  of  taxation  in  rural  dis- 
tricts. Then  a  change  was  made  in  the  method  of  distributing  the 
school  appropriation.  This  brought  more  money  into  the  sparsely 
settled  districts  and  was  followed  by  the  lengthening  of  the  school 
term.  Then  a  minimum  salary  law  was  passed,  which  almost  dou- 
bled the  salary  of  the  teachers  in  the  remotest  districts.  When  the 
biennial  school  appropriation  was  raised  from  eleven  to  fifteen  mil- 
lions, another  increase  in  the  minimum  salary  of  the  teachers  was 
made.  In  the  meantime  tuition  was  made  free  in  the  State  normal 
schools.  The  School  Code  took  money  from  the  cities  and  gave  it  to 
to  the  remoter  rural  districts. 

Provision  was  made  for  an  annual  county  convention  of  the  school 
directors  in  the  hope  that  public  addresses  and  the  enthusiasm  of 
educational  leaders  might  stimulate  school  sentiment  among  the  di- 
rectors, especially  those  from  the  remoter  rural  districts.  Plans 
for  rural  school  buildings  have  been  prepared  for  free  distribution. 
And  in  spite  of  all  these  things  the  progress  of  the  rural  schools  has 
not  been  satisfactory.  What  the  rural  districts  need  now,  above 
everything  else,  is  more  money  for  better  buildings  and  better  teach- 
ers, and  better  highways  for  the  transportation  of  the  pupils.     How 
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can  this  money  be  secured?  No  problem  of  more  vital  importance, 
for  the  future  growth  of  the  Commonwealth,  can  come  before  the 
uext  session  of  the  Legislature. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
Harrisburg,   Pa., 
September  21,  1914. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT 


RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    SCHOOLS    OF    PENNSYLVANIA   FOR    THE 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  6,   1914,  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,568 

Number  of  school  houses,   15,306 

Number  of  schools,    37,78  < 

Number  of  first  grade  high  schools, 207 

Number  of  second  grade  high  schools, 

Number  of  third  grade  high  schools, 408 

Number  of  county  superintendents, 

Number  of  district  superintendents,   I14 

Number  of  male  teachers,    '  8,350 

Number  of  female  teachers,  31,246 

Whole  number  of  teachers,   39,596 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month,  ;  . .. $68  06 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, $49  44 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8.6 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   1,401,325 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance, 1,124,951 

Cost  of  school  houses,  buildings,  renting,  etc., $9,846,101  52 

Teachers'  wages,   $23,834,407  69 

Cost  of  text  books,  $1,159,614  09 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  in- 
cluding maps,  globes,  etc.,  $1,777,942  07 

Salaries  of  secretaries  of  school  boards, $254,288  16 

Fees  of  treasurers  of  school  boards, $254,973  36 

Total  cost  of  collection  of  taxes,  $609,410  13 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  $206,563  17 

All  other  expenses, $14,600,736  14 

Total  expenditures,    $52,544,036  33 

Eegular  appropriation  to  common  schools  for  the 

school  year  ending  July  6,  1914,   $6,977,927  29 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 
Normal  Schools  for  school  year  ending  July  6, 

1914      $300,000  00 

Appropriation  to  Philadelphia  Normal  Schools,  . . .  $36,000  00 

Appropriation  to  pay  tuition  of  non-resident  pupils,  $50,000  00 
Appropriation    for   township     and     borough     high 

schools,    $225,000  00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  salaries,  $120,000  00 

(22a) 
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Items  compared  with  those  of  the  preceding  year  ending 
Philadelphia  included. 

Increase  in  number  of  schools,    

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers,   

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers,    

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month, . . 
Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month, 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term,   

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,   

Increase  in  teachers'  wages,   

Increase  in  cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  rent- 
ing  
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1,180 

128 
1,512 
f  2  24 

75 
.02 

58,270 
$1,348,583  83 

$1,786,038  47 


Condition  of  System,  not  including  Philadelphia,  with  comparisons : 

16 

998 

50,806 

45,698 


2,567 

32,877 

1,206,444 

955,746 

.87 


Number  of  districts, 

Number  of  schools, 

Number  of  pupils, 

Average  daily  attendance, 
Per  cent,  of  attendance, . . 
Average  length  of  school 

term  in  months, 

Number  of  male  teachers, 
Number   of   female 

teachers,    

Whole    number     of 

teachers,    

Average    salary    of    male 

teachers  per  month,  . . 
Average  salary  of  female 

teachers  per  month,   .  . 
Purchasing   building,   re- 
pairing houses,  renting, 

etc.,     $7,660,922  64 

Teachers'  wages,   $18,852,300  91 

,181  61 


Increase 
Increase 
Increase 
Increase 


8  79 
7,809 

26,877 

34,686 


Increase 
Increase 

Increase 

Increase 


71     Increase 


$48  86     Increase 


Increase 
Increase 
Increase 

Increase 
Decrease 


Cost  of  text  books,  

Cost    of    school  supplies 

other  than  text  books, 
Salaries  of  secretaries,.. 
Cost    of    enforcement    of 

compulsory  attendance 

law,     $150,205  54     Increase 

Fees  of  treasurer,  $254,973  36     Increase 

All.other  expenses, $12,675,083  86     Increase 

Total  expenditures,    $42,688,627  43     Increase 

Average  number  of  mills 

levied,    8  79     Increase 

Amount  of  tax  levied,  . .  $28,360,778  86     Increase 


$1,290,634  96 
$249,288  16 


.22 

60 

1,398 

1,458 

$2  26 

.65 


1,464,841  70 

$809,853  00 

$13  02 

$139,294  71 
$5,763  14 


$40,423  17 

$15,629  22 

,624,909  22 

L,669,237  29 

.07 

2,899,758  83 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

Number  of  schools, 4,910 

Number  of  male  teachers, 541 

Number  of  female  teachers,    4,369 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $157  00 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, $88  00 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 194,881 

Average  attendance,    169,205 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc., $2,185,178  88 

Teachers'  wages,  $4,982,106  78 

Cost  of  school  text  books, $182,432  48 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books, $487,307  11 

Salary  of  secretary,  $5,000  00 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  $56,357  63 

All  other  expenses, $1,927,652  28 

Total  expenditures,    $9,855,408  90 


PITTSBUKGH. 

Number  of  schools, 2,355 

Number  of  male  teachers, ^15 

Number  of  female  teachers,  2,268 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $127  81 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, $78  58 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 99,375 

Average    attendance,   75,466 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc., $878,552  11 

Teachers'  wages,  $2,354,637  57 

Cost  of  school  text  books, $54,909  28 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books, $132,458  43 

Salary  of  secretary, $5,000  00 

Fees  of  treasurer,  $4,000  00 

All  other  expenses, $2,046,320  13 

Total  expenditures,    $5,526,556  37 
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REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


In  submitting  this,  my  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of 
Adams  county  for  the  school  year  ending  July  6,  1914,  I  feel  that 
it  is  just  to  say  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  to  our 
schools.  The  great  majority  of  our  teachers  are  competent,  earnest, 
zealous,  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  While 
we  bear  testimony  to  their  true  worth,  yet  freedom  from  prejudice 
compels  us  to  say  that  each  year  brings  some  failures.  We  have  a 
few  teachers  who  are  not  willing  to  make  sufficient  preparation  for 
their  work,  and  have  not  enough  magnetic  force  to  give  sufficient 
impetus  to  their  work,  nor  enough  will-power  to  maintain  a  whole- 
some discipline.  1  am  glad  to  say,  however,  that  many  of  our 
teachers,  during  their  vacations,  attend  training  schools,  summer 
schools,  and  chautauquas  to  devote  their  time  and  money  to  better 
qualify  themselves  for  the  work  of  their  chosen  profession. 

Our  thirteenth  annual  summer  meeting  of  the  teachers  was  held 
in  Brua  Chapel,  College  Campus,  Gettysburg,  August  27,  1913,  with 
a  large  attendance.  One  hundred  fifty-eight  teachers  were  in  at- 
tendance. The  exercises  were  interesting  and  very  helpful  to  the 
younger  teachers  especially  and  an  inspiration  to  all.  We  were  as- 
sisted by  Dean  R.  L.  Watts,  of  State  College,  who  delivered  addresses 
on  'Agriculture  in  the  Schools"  and  "Boys'  Agricultural  Leagues." 
The  Zanerian  System  of  Penmanship  was  presented  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Moore,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Foulke,  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  spoke  on  "Girls'  Domestic  Science  Leagues" 
and  "Home  Economics."  By  means  of  lantern  slides,  Wilfred  H. 
Schoff,  of  the  Philadelphia  Museums,  took  us  through  the  Panama 
Canal  and  down  the  WTest  Coast  of  South  America.  The  session 
closed  with  short  addresses  by  the  teachers  who  described  their  work 
in  the  various  summer  schools. 

The  fifty-ninth  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Wal- 
ter's Theatre,  Gettysburg,  during  the  week  beginning  Monday,  No- 
vember 17,  1913.  In  attendance  it  was  without  doubt  the  largest 
ever.  All  the  teachers  were  enrolled  and  the  average  attendance  on 
their  part  was  100  per  cent.  The  county  institute  continues  to  be  the 
greatest  educational  event  in  the  year.    No  other  gathering  awakens 
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so  much  educational  thought  throughout  the  county.  The  instruc- 
tors  were  Dr.  Chauncey  P.  Colgrove,  Teachers'  College,  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa:  I>i\  Robert  A.  Armstrong,  West  Virginia  University,  Morgan- 
town,  West  Virginia ;  Prof,  Charles  H.  Albert,  State  Normal  School, 
Bloomsburg;  Prof.  C.  P.  Zaner,  Zaner  Business  College,  Columbus, 
Ohio.  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Principal  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State 
Normal,  Shippensburg,  and  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold,  Principal  of  the 
State  Normal  School.  Millersville,  made  addresses.  Mr.  Irvin  L. 
Taylor,  Gettysburg,  had  charge  of  the  singing.  The  evening  enter- 
tainments were  given  by  Dr.  Andrew  P.  Johnson;  Ralph  Parlette; 
The  Hearons  Sisters'  Concert  Company,  and  the  Venetian  Sere- 
nades. 

Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Speech. 

A  special  feature  of  the  county  institute  was  the  appropriate  cele- 
bration of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  dedication  of  the  Gettys- 
burg National  Cemetery,  the  occasion  of  Lincoln's  Immortal  Speech. 
With  a  special  program  prepared  by  the  county  superintendent  the 
commemorating  exercises  took  place  in  the  Auditorium  of  Walter's 
Theatre  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  November  19th.  The  theatre  was 
filled  to  overflowing  and  many  persons  were  not  able  to  gain  ad- 
mittance. On  the  stage  were  seated  with  the  speakers  about  one 
hundred  persons,  men  and  women,  who  were  present  and  heard  Lin- 
coln speak  fifty  years  ago.  The  entire  session  was  occupied  with 
reminiscences,  stirring  addresses,  orations,  and  patriotic  singing. 
The  program  was  as  follows: 

Music,  Institute. 

Invocation,  Dr.  A.  E.  Wagner,  Gettysburg. 

The  National  Cemetery,  William  McSherry,  Gettysburg. 

Memories  of  Lincoln  at  Gettysburg,  Prof.  Calvin  Hamilton,  Get- 
tysburg; Hon.  William  McClean,  Gettysburg;  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Bill- 
heimer,  Gettysburg ;  Dr.  Philip  Bikle,  Gettysburg. 

Music,  Institute. 

Address,  Ralph  Parlette,  Chicago. 

Address.  Ex-Governor  J.  Frank  Hanley,  Indiana. 

Oration,  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Baker,  Gettysburg. 

Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Speech,  Judge  Samuel  McC.  Swope,  Gettys- 
burg. 

Music,  Institute. 

Benediction,  Dr.  A.  E.  Wagner. 

The  twenty-third  annual  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion met  in  the  Court  House,  Gettysburg,  February  12  and  13,  1914. 
One  hundred  fifty-six  directors  responded  to  roll  call,  and  all  the 
school  districts  of  the  county,  except  three,  were  represented.    Rev. 
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William  K.  Fleck,  of  Fairfield,  presided  with  dignity  and  executive 
ability,  and  made  the'  opening  address.  Director  Samuel  R.  Bair, 
of  Conewago  township,  made  a  complete  report  of  the  State  Associa- 
tion. The  principal  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaef- 
fer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Prin- 
cipal Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School,  Shippensburg ;  Super- 
intendent Eli  M.  Rapp,  Superintendent,  Berks  county;  Reed  B. 
Teitrick,  Deputy  Superintendent  Public  Instruction.  Some  of  the 
subjects  discussed  were  "Opportunities  of  Directors,"  "Directors' 
Attitude  Toward  a  Teacher,"  "Teachers'  Salaries,"  "One-room 
Schools,"  "Importance  of  the  Country  School,"  "Recent  Legislation," 
"Waste  in  Education,"  "The  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools,"  "Standards 
of  Administration,"  and  "School  Libraries."  Dr.  W.  Quay  Rouselle 
delivered  the  evening- lecture  to  a  large  audience  of  directors  and 
citizens.  Officers  for  next  year  were  elected  as  follows:  President, 
Rev.  William  K.  Fleck,  Fairfield;  Vice-Presidents,  Robert  K.  Major, 
Straban;  W.  Wierman  Neely,  Tyrone;  Secretary,  Samuel  R.  Bair, 
Conewago  township;  Treasurer,  Griesthur  Griest,  Butler. 

The  usual  successful  township  and  borough  educational  meetings 
were  held  during  the  year. 

County  rallies  were  conducted  at  Biglerville  and  Littlestown.  Dr. 
Ezra  Lehman,  of  Shippensburg,  and  Prof.  Gerge  B.  Ely,  of  Gettys- 
burg, addressed  the  teachers  at  Biglerville,  and  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold, 
of  Millersville,  were  the  speakers  at  the  Littlestown  rally. 

The  work  of  the  Boys'  and  Girls'  Leagues  was  an  innovation  this 
year  and  proved  of  the  greatest  interest  both  to  the  pupils  and 
patrons.  The  leagues  held  their  first  county  exhibit  during  insti- 
tute week.  Some  of  the  products  placed  on  exhibition  were  corn, 
popcorn,  potatoes,  wood  work,  jelly,  bread,  cakes,  candy,  dresses, 
embroidery,  hemmed  work,  fancy  work,  patchwork,  dressed  dolls. 
Money  prizes  were  awarded  to  the  best  work  in  the  different  lines. 
After  the  year's  work  of  the  leagues  the  members  were  much  pleased 
with  the  nature  of  the  work  and  the  real  idea  of  the  plan  and  con- 
sequently the  membership  has  been  doubled  and  many  more  will 
join  in  the  exhibit  next  year. 

The  spelling  campaign  which  was  inaugurated  this  year  brought 
remarkable  results  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  county  contest  may 
prove  to  become  an  annual  event.  Successful  contestants  in  district 
and  county  contests  received  from  the  county  superintendent  cer- 
tificates. 

Notwithstanding  the  epidemics,  severe  storms,  and  the  very  bad 
condition  of  the  country  roads,  more  than  seven  hundred  pupils  re- 
ceived the  Certificate  of  Award  for  perfect  attendance. 

Sixty-four  boys  and  girls  of  the  rural  schools  successfully  com- 
pleted the  course  of  study  and  were  granted  the  common  school 
diploma. 


0t.  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

One  hundred   twenty-five  non-resident  pupils  attended  our  high 

'  Biglerville  increased  their  term  to  eight  months  and  will  establish 

a  high  school.  .       _      .  .  , 

Arendtsville  has  added  another  year  to  their  course  m  the  high 

school,  making  it  a  three-year  course. 

Littlestown  now  has  a  four-year  course  in  the  high  school. 
llamiltonban  repaired  the  Union  school  house  and  placed  improved 
heating  and  ventilating  systems  in  several  of  the  houses. 

Butler  will  build  an  up-to-date  one-room  building  at  Sunnyside. 
Liberty  and  Cumberland  will  each  build  a  new  one-room  brick  build- 
in.  according  to  plans  furnished  by  the  State  Board  of  Education. 
Berwick  will  build  an  addition  to  the  Green  Spring  house  and  di- 
vide the  school.  A  number  of  districts  have  repainted  and  otherwise 
improved  their  buildings. 

Gettysburg  will  place  a  second  story  on  the  assembly  room  of 
the  high  school  building.  A  department  of  domestic  science  and 
art  was  organized  in  their  high  school  during  the  year  with  very 
satisfactory  results. 

During  the  year,  death  claimed  three  of  our  co-workers,  two  teach- 
ers  and  a  former  county  superintendent. 

Aiiss  Lizzie  Nicke,  for  many  years  a  most  efficient  teacher  in  the 
primary  school  of  Littlestown.  Miss  Nicke  was  a  lady  of  very  ex- 
cellent Christian  character,  devoted  to  her  work  in  every  particular. 
Her  pupils  will  always  remember  her  earnestness  in  her  methods  of 
teaching,  her  love  for  cleanliness  and  order  in  the  school-room,  and 
her  kind  and  ladylike  manner  toward  all. 

Professor  Calvin  Hamilton  died  on  Saturday,  March  14,  1914,- at 
his  home,  Gettysburg.    The  cause  of  education  lost  a  valuable  friend 
in  the  death  of  Mr.  Hamilton.    Mr.  Hamilton  had  been  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  public  schools  of  Gettysburg  for  nearly  thirty-four 
years.     In  1880  he  took  the  principalship  of  the  schools  of  that  his- 
toric town,  when  the  high  school  was  at  its  beginning.    Under  Pro- 
fessor Hamilton's  leadership  the  school  was  developed,  its  course 
of  study  drawn  up,  and  its  useful  and  successful  career  largely  de- 
termined.    The  principal  gathered  about  him  a  corps  of  excellent 
teachers,  a  few  of  whom  are  still  in  the  work,  and  outlined  the 
course  of  study  for  the  schools,  bringing  them  up  to  a  high  stand- 
ing.   Resigning  this  position  in  1891  Professor  Hamilton  took  charge 
of  the  National  Cemetery,  which  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death.    During  the  past  twenty-three  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board,  with  the  exception  of  one  term,  and  most  of  the 
time  its  president.    He  has  always  stood  for  progress,  and  has  been 
largely  influential  in  introducing  manual  training,  commerce,  domes- 
tic scimce'and  vocal  music  into  the  schools. 
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Prof    Aaron  Sheely,  who  died  February  19,  1914,  gave  the  best 
years  of  his  life  to  the  public  schools  of  the  county.     He  attended 
the  public  schools  and  then  took  a  course  at  Gettysburg  College  and 
at  19  years  of  age  took  up  the  work  of  teaching,  completing  eight 
full  years  in  the  work.    In  1863  he  was  elected  County  Superintend- 
ent  occupying  that  office  until  1890  with  the  exception  of  one  term 
It  was  during  that  period  the  schools  were  being  effectively  organized 
and  Mr    Sheelv's  work  was  valuable.     He  presented  what  was  best 
in  educational  thought  of  his  time  and  gave  practical  shape  to  it  m 
the  schools     He  devoted  himself  to  developing  public  school  senti- 
ment    Professor  Sheely  was  more  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
schools  of  the  county  than  any  other  citizen.    He  gathered  and  pre- 
served all  data  and  information  relative  to  the  same.    He  wrote  the 
chapter  for  the  Adams  County  History  on  schools  of  the  county 
and  the  chapter  on  Adams  County  for  Egle's  History  of  Pennsyl- 
vania     He  was  the  author  of  a  book,  -Anecdotes  and  Humor  of 
School   Life"     He  contributed   many   articles   to   newspapers   and 
magazines.     In  1878  Gettysburg  College  conferred  upon  him  the  de- 
cree of  Master  of  Arts.    He  conducted  a  normal  school  in  Gettysburg 
for  a  number  of  years  in  which  many  of  the  teachers  of  the  county 
were  instructed.     The  funeral  was  held  Sunday,  February  22,  Rev. 
Joseph  B.  Baker  conducting  the  services,  interment  being  made  in 
Evergreen  Cemetery,  Gettysburg. 

The  Kurtz  Memorial  Playground. 
On  June  25,  1914,  the  Kurtz  Memorial  Playground  of  Gettysburg 
was  formally  dedicated.    The  playground  is  the  magnificent  gift  of 
William  B.  Kurtz,  a  member  of  the  banking  house  of  E.  W.  Clark 
&  Company  of  Philadelphia.    The  gift  was  in  honor  of  William  Wes- 
ley Kurtz,  born  in  Gettysburg,  in  1829.    He  moved  to  Philadelphia 
and  was  in  business  as  merchant  and  banker  until  his  death  in  1908 
The  intimation  of  the  gift  came  from  William  B.  Kurtz,  in  1912,  and 
a  tract  of  land  of  over  nineteen  acres  was    secured    within    four 
squares  of  the  centre  of  the  town.     It  is  a  most  beautiful  location 
with  a  small  stream  fed  by  springs  running  through  it.    When  fully 
completed  it  will  contain  a  dam,  a  swimming  pool,  a  paddling  place, 
and  a  skating  pond  in  winter.    The  land  involved  an  outlay  of  over 
|5  500.    It  contains  a  lodge  which  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $0,000.    On 
the  first  floor  are  shower  baths,  toilets  and  lockers  for  the  boys  and 
wash  stands,  toilets  and  lockers  for  the  girls.     The  second  floor  is 
arranged  as  a  house  of  four  rooms  and  bath  for  the  keeper.     The 
grounds  contains  tennis  courts,  baseball  diamond,  basket  ball  courts, 
football   gridiron,   croquet   grounds,    swings,    seesaws,   quoits,   sand 
boxes,  and  other  athletic  apparatus.    The  equipment  was  bought  at 
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a  cost  of  $2,000.  With  the  improvements  contemplated  the  total  cost 
will  be  about  $20,000.  The  children  of  Gettysburg  have  been  in  pos- 
session of  the  playground  in  earnest  since  the  opening  day.  The 
playground  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Kurtz  Memorial  Playground 
Association  for  management.  During  the  past  summer  there  was 
an  athletic  trainer  in  charge.  They  have  secured  a  keeper  and  wife 
whose  duty  will  be  to  have  oversight  of  the  children  at  play. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


The  leading  educational  characteristic  of  our  county  during  the 
past  year  was  an  effort  to  socialize  and  vitalize  school  work.  To 
that  end  a  booklet  on  The  Socialization  and  Vitalization  of  school 
work  was  sent  to  every  teacher  and  director.  The  purpose  of  this 
booklet  was  to  stimulate  interest  in  this  neglected  phase  of  school 
work,  to  point  out  some  definite  lines  of  thought,  and  to  arouse  our 
people  to  action  in  some  particular  field.  The  first  paragraph  of  this 
booklet  fully  set  forth  the  general  conditions  in  our  county.  They 
are  as  follows: 

The  life  of  the  school  should  influence  the  life  of  the  community, 
and  the  life  of  the  community  should  reflect  the  life  of  the  school. 
The  work  of  the  one  should  be  correlated  with,  and  affected  by,  the 
work  of  the  other.  All  will  accept  this  as  an  abstract  educational 
principle,  but  the  efforts  to  apply  it  are  exceedingly  difficult  and  the 
results  very  unsatisfactory. 

The  academic  work  of  our  schools  is  not  inferior  to  that  done  else- 
where. The  teachers'  meeting  on  its  pedagogical  side  has  been  em- 
phasized, methods  of  presentation  have  been  analyzed,  books  have 
been  studied,  supervision  has  been  made  as  constructive  as  possible, 
and  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  make  the  scholastic  work  of  our 
schools  strong  and  effective.  But  we  have  not  to  any  extent  em- 
phasized the  social  side  of  education.  Our  schools  as  academic  insti- 
tutions are  up  to  the  general  standard,  equal  to  the  best;  but  they 
have  not  to  any  considerable  extent  affected  the  civic,  social,  business 
or  industrial  life  of  the  community;  nor  has  that  life  materially  in- 
fluenced the  work  of  the  school.  The  people  in  the  last  few  years 
have  taken  little  interest  in  the  school  aside  from  paying  for  it  and 
sending  their  children.  In  a  perfunctory  way  they  have  supported 
it,  but  the  relations  have  been  cordial  rather  than  vital.     Instead 
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of  beino-  closely  interrelated  in  their  work,  each  affecting  the  life  of 
the  other,  each  has  been  willing  to  permit  the  other  to  do  its  own 
work  in  its  own  way,  without  assuming  any  responsibility  for  mak- 
ing the  work  of  the  one  relate  in  any  way  to  that  of  the  other.  And 
to&show  how  the  school  and  community  may  be  socially  united  more 
closely  and  the  one  made  to  influence  and  help  more  effectively  the 
other  is  the  purpose  of  this  circular. 

The  following  socializing  and  vitalizing  agencies  were  suggested: 

1.  Home  and  School  Associations. 

2.  Spelling  Contests,  Eeading  Contests,  Number  Contests. 

3.  Patrons'  Visiting  Days. 

4.  Exhibits  of  School  Work. 

5.  The  Observance  of  Peace  Day. 

6.  The  Observance  of  Arbor  Day. 

7.  The  Organization  of  Debating  Clubs  in  High  Schools. 

8.  Literary  Societies  in  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Grades. 

9.  The  Organization  of  Corn  Clubs. 

10    The  Organization  of  School  Gardens. 

11.  The  Organization  of  Rural  School  Betterment  Associations. 

No  district  was  expected  to  use  all  of  these  agencies,  but  each  was 
invited  to  consider  the  subject  and  to  do  what  was  most  needed  to 
arouse  the  co-operative  interests  of  both  pupils  and  patrons. 

Most  of  our  principals  received  these  suggestions  in  the  spirit  of 
helpful  co-operation  in  which  they  were  offered,  and  in  such  dis- 
tricts much  was  accomplished;  they  joined  in  the  work,  putting  into 
it  their  own  thought,  their  own  interest,  their  own  personality,  and, 
as  a  result,  much  was  done  in  the  general  efforts  made  to  socialize 
and  vitalize  the  school  work  of  the  county. 

The  results  of  this  movement  to  socialize  cannot  be  measured  in 
any  very  definite  way.  Meetings,  however,  were  held  by  the  hun- 
dred. These  included  visiting  days,  exhibits  of  work,  Arbor  day, 
Bird  day,  and  Peace  day  celebrations,  literary  meetings,  contests  in 
spelling!  reading,  number  work,  debates,  bread-making  contests,  carni- 
vals of  sports,  and,  last  but  not  least,  parent-teachers'  organizations. 
No  accurate  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  number  of  persons  who  at- 
tended during  the  year.  One  district  reports  an  attendance  of  4,000, 
another  of  3.000,  another. of  2,500  and  another  of  1,800;  in  all  prob- 
ability not  less  than  125,000  visited  our  schools  last  year  on  some  of 
these  special  occasions. 

Debating  is  a  prominent  feature  in  most  of  our  high  schools.  Last 
year  an  effort  was  made  to  organize  an  inter-high  school  debating 
contest  The  movement  was  not  inaugurated  until  late  in  the  year, 
yet  three  of  our  schools  joined  in  the  contest.  Two  preliminary  con- 
tests were  held,  one  in  Oakmont,  and  the  other  at  Duquesne.     The 
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final  contest  was  held  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  which  gave  a 
scholarship  to  the  best  debater.  The  debates  were  of  a  high  order, 
and  the  interest  in  the  contests  intense,  both  on  the  part  of  the  pu- 
pils in  the  schools  and  the  people  of  the  community. 

The  increase  in  high  school  enrollment  is  unusual.  In  1912,  1,355 
pupils  were  examined;  in  1913,  the  number  was  1,755;  this  year 
2,593  pupils  were  examined  and  2,171  passed.  These  figures  are  for 
our  30  high  schools,  and  do  not  include  those  who  attended  the 
Pittsburgh  high  schools ;  but  after  graduation  in  the  general  courses, 
many  pupils  find  themselves  unable  to  render  any  service  that  they 
can  sell  for  money.  Our  courses  ought  to  be,  not  less  cultural,  but 
more  vocational. 

Parent-teacher  associations  were  conducted  in  15  districts;  bak- 
ing contests  in  2  districts.  Some  700  pupils  took  an  active  part  in 
planting  and  cultivating  school  gardens.  School  orchestras  and 
junior  Audubon  societies  were  organized  in  several  places. 

Some  districts  organized  junior  civic  leagues.  These  leagues  de- 
cided upon  a  special  line  of  community  work  which  each  will  under- 
take during  the  year.  In  one  school,  30  boys  were  brought  before  the 
league  for  smoking  cigarettes;  next  term  the  league  hopes  to  crush 
out  the  habit  in  that  community. 

Art  exhibits  were  given  in  a  few  places.  One  district  reports  that 
pictures  for  school  room  decoration  to  the  value  of  f 700.00  were  se- 
cured through  the  Elson  Art  Exhibit. 

Manual  training  was  taught  to  1,617  pupils  in  11  different  dis- 
tricts ;  domestic  art  to  1,758  pupils  in  13  schools ;  vocal  music  to  13,- 
452  pupils  in  90S  schools  by  22  supervisors. 

A  few  districts  conducted  vacation  schools  for  slow  children;  and 
during  the  term  several  schools  were  organized  for  retarded  pupils. 
Part-time  industrial  schools  were  operated  in  Turtle  Creek  by  the 
Westinghouse  Electric  and  Manufacturing  Company,  and  in  Mun- 
hall  by  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company.  This  educational  movement  on 
the  part  of  private  corporations  to  help  their  employees  and  thereby 
advance  their  own  interests  is  most  commendable.  The  work  in  these 
part-time  schools  by  the  corporations  is  of  a  high  order;  it  is  no 
doubt  more  definite,  practical  and  helpful,  than  it  would  be  if  the 
State  attempted  to  organize  and  manage  these  schools  in  the  local 
towns.  Such  efforts  ought  to  have  the  moral  sympathy  and  support 
of  the  people,  and,  if  possible,  such  sctiools  should  receive  State 
recognition  and  State  aid.  This  could  be  done  by  an  amendment  to 
the  Code  that  such  part-time  schools,  when  approved  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  should  be  enrolled  as  State  institutions  and 
receive  State  aid.    This  is  the  plan  now  followed  in  Massachusetts. 
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ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— W.  A.  Patton. 


With  the  first  of  June,  1914,  closed  six  years  of  work  as  county 
superintendent  of  schools  in  this  county. 

During   this   time  evidences  of   progress  have  manifested   them- 
selves in  several  lines  of  work  among  which  are  the  following:  the 
number  of  teachers  has  increased  from  386  to  440;  new  buildings 
have  been  built  in  Apollo,  Leechburg,  Ford  City,  Kittanning,  Rural 
Valley      Sagamore,     Numines,     Brady's  Bend  township,     Mahoning 
township,  Wayne  township,  Valley  township,  Manor  township,  East 
Franklin   township,   Applewold   borough   and   Parks   township,    to- 
o-ether  with  additional  rooms  in  several  townships  and  boroughs; 
the  number  of  provisional   certificates   granted  has   gradually   de- 
creased   and   the   number   of   certificates   of   higher   grades    corres- 
pondingly increased.     Recently  135  eighth    grade    certificates   were 
granted  to  pupils  who  wree  found  to  be  ready  to  enter  high  school. 
This  is  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  applicants. 

During  the  vear  two  meetings  of  our  Round  Table  were  held,— 
one  in  November  and  one  in  March.  These  meetings  are  partici- 
pated in  bv  principals  and  high  school  teachers.  The  one  held  in 
March  was  particularly  interesting.  The  most  important  topics  dis- 
cussed were  "The  Teachers'  Authority,"  by  Prof.  A.  W.  Rodgers,  of 
Apollo,  and  "High  School  Entrance,"  by  Prof.  C.  D.  Cook,  of  the 
Ford  City  High  School.  At  our  first  meeting  we  took  up  the  mat- 
ter of  membership  in  the  P.  S.  E.  A.  and  by  a  comparison  of  mem- 
bership bv  counties  in  the  recent  report  we  find  Armstrong  county 
leads  all  counties  in  the  group  of  which  it  is  the  center,  with  the 
exception  of  Westmoreland  county.    We  feel  proud  of  this  fact. 

Our  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  the  two  days  follow- 
ing Thanksgiving.  Day.  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson  was  secured  to  address 
the  convention.  Three  addresses  were  made  by  him  in  his  usual  in- 
teresting and  instructive  manner.  In  addition  to  his  work  the  direc- 
tors took  a  very  active  part  in  the  proceedings. 

December  15th  to  19th  marks  the  date  of  the  annual  teachers'  insti 
tute.  The  leading  work  of  the  institute  was  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  C. 
C  Ellis,  Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan,  Dr.  S.  E.  Weber,  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon, 
and  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson.  Mr.  M.  Bertrand  Howard,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  furnished  excellent  entertainment  as  a  saxophone  soloist. 
The" talent  mentioned  above  is  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  institute 
to  the  teachers  who  pronounced  it  the  best  yet  held.  The  usual  num- 
ber of  local  Teachers'  Institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county 
with  the  usual  interest. 
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In  the  matter  of  school  visitation  our  aim  during  the  past  year 
was  to  interest  the  children  in  better  conditions  both  inside  and 
outside  of  the  school  room.  This  matter  cannot  be  made  to  bear 
fruit  unless  it  is  followed  up  in  successive  years,  thus  not  much  has 
been  done  as  yet.  Four  hundred  and  thirty-live  visits  were  made  dur- 
ing the  term.  Many  of  these  during  the  fall  months,  the  season 
when  children  could  take  advantage  of  the  good  weather  to  beautify 
the  school  yards. 

The  death  of  Rev.  A.  Frank  Shumaker,  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
North  Buffalo  township,  was  a  keenly-felt  loss  to  the  school  of  our 
county  as  well  as  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His  work 
in  directors'  conventions  will  be  missed  as  will  also  his  work  in  the 
schools  of  his  district.  It  is  regretful  that  a  man  so  useful  and  up- 
right in  all  his  associations  should  be  removed  when  his  services 
seem  to  be  so  much  needed. 

The  past  year  brought  about  the  union  of  the  boroughs  of  Kit- 
tanning  and  Wickboro  by  a  joint  vote  of  759  for  and  90  against.  This 
has  left  the  matter  of  the  exact  status  of  the  school  district  uncer- 
tain. This  matter  it  is  hoped  will  be  settled  satisfactorily  in  the  near 
future. 

Taking  the  year  as  a  whole  not  much  in  the  line  of  innovations  was 
attempted,  yet  there  was  a  general  air  of  progress  in  all  lines  of  the 
work.  In  laying  down  the  work  of  the  county  superin  tendency  there 
is  a  feeling  of  regret  that  the  pleasant  associations  with  teachers, 
directors,  and  school  men  in  general  must  in  a  large  measure,  be 
severed.  It  is  my  hope  that  the  school  work  in  my  county  will  make 
advancement  all  along  the  line.  My  best  wishes  go  with  Superin- 
tendent C.  M.  Heilman,  my  successor,  with  the  hope  that  he  may 
receive  courtesies  from  all  equal  to  those  extended  to  us  in  our  of- 
ficial capacity. 

Finally,  in  submitting  this  report  to  the  Department  I  wish  to 
thank  all  the  members  for  courtesies  extended  and  for  their  aid  and 
assistance  during  my  term  of  office. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— David  C.  Locke. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for  the  schools  of 
the  county.  The  attendance  has  been  better  than  preceding  years. 
There  was  little  sickness  reported  from  any  locality.     The  number 
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of  teachers  who  failed  to  do  successful  work  were  few  when  com- 
pared with  the  many  who  succeeded. 

A  great  many  educational  meetings  were  held  in  all  sections  of  the 
county,  and  all  were  largely  attended  and  much  interest  was  taken. 
At  the  opening  of  the  school  year,  we  visited  very  nearly  all  the  out- 
lying rural  schools  and  organized  them  into  township  associations. 
Many  of  the  townships  made  excellent  records  in  number  of  meetings, 
attendance  of  all  the  local  teachers  and  in  the  interest  shown  by  the 
program  which  they  carried  out.     Two  townships  in  particular  de- 
serve mention  here.    These  are  Economy  and  South  Beaver.     In  the 
former,  five  afternoon  meetings  were  held  in  the  five  schools  of  the 
township  during  the  term.    These  meetings  were  held  at  the  close  of 
each  month.    On  the  last  Saturday  of  March  a  union  meeting  was  held 
near  the  center  of  the  township.    A  general  program  where  many  su- 
perintendents   and   principals   from    the   larger   schools   took   part, 
aroused  much  enthusiasm,  for  good  schools.    In  South  Beaver  town- 
ship all  the  teachers  met  every  four  weeks  in  the  home  of  some  one 
of  their  number  and  spent  the  evening  in  discussing  local  problems. 
In  many  other  townships  enthusiastic  meetings  were  held. 

In  addition  to  these  teachers'  meetings,  a  series  of  local  institutes 
were  held  in  all  the  rural  communities. 

Our  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  popular  week 
in  Pennsylvania,  December  15-19,  1913.     In  arranging  this  meeting, 
we  departed  from  the  usual  custom  and  divided  the  teaching  body 
into  three  departments— Rural,   Graded  and  High   School.     These 
were  ably  looked  after  by  such  splendid  instructors  as  Dr.  Joseph  B. 
Richey,  of  McKeesport  Schools;  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  of  the  Slippery 
Rock  State  Normal;  Superintendent  C.  F.  Hoban,  of  the  Dunmore 
Schools;  Miss  Rose  M.  Fetterolf,  our  State  Supervisor  in  Drawing, 
and  Miss  Florence  Greening,  of  the  Toledo  Schools. 
-      In  the  afternoon  sessions,  Dr.  Edward  Howard  Griggs,  Dr.  John 
Merrette  Driver,  Dr.  Thomas  Brooks  Flecker,  and  Dr.  A.  T.  Ormond, 
President  of  Grove  City  College,  earnestly  instructed  and  splendidly 
entertained  the  united  body  of  teachers  with  many  of  their  friends 
who  were  with  them.    The  evenings  were  devoted  to  concerts  and  en- 
tertainments. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  County  Association  was 
again  held  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Teachers'  Institute  and 
almost  every  district  in  the  county  was  represented  by  a  majority 
of  the  board. 

The  advisability  of  holding  a  two  days'  session  was  proved  by  the 
results  of  last  year  when  the  first  two  days'  sessions  were  held. 

The  meetings  this  year  were  held  in  the  Municipal  Building  and 
the  morning  sessions  were  addressed  by  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Superin- 
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tendent  C.  H.  Hoban  and  Dr.  A.  T.  Ormond.    The  afternoons  were 
spent  in  general  discussion  of  questions  pertaining  to  school  work. 

Three  delegates  were  chosen  to  attend  the  Directors'  State  Con- 
vention at  Harrisburg  and  the  County  Superintendent  was  asked  to 
attend  if  he  could  arrange  to  do  so. 

During  institute  week,  a  committee,  representing  all  the  high 
schools  of  the  county,  with  E.  R.  Carson  of  Beaver  Falls  as  chair- 
man, was  appointed  to  arrange  for  high  school  examinations.  The 
committee  met  and  decided  upon  a  uniform  list  of  questions  which 
they  turned  over  to  the  County  Superintendent  for  his  approval 
and  distribution.  On  May  3  examinations  were  held  in  all  parts  of 
the  county  and  entrance  certificates  to  high  school  were  granted  to 
all  successful  candidates. 

Our  examinations  are  late  this  year  on  account  of  our  teachers 
almost  unanimously  attending  schools  of  preparation.  At  Hooks- 
town  forty  teachers  were  enrolled,  at  Geneva  College  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  were  enrolled,  at  Grove  City  College  about  sixty  en- 
rolled and  many  others  are  attending  State  College  and  other  places 
of  learning.  The  two  training  schools  within  the  county  are  devoted 
almost  entirely  to  preparation  for  provisional  and  professional  cer- 
tificates and  teachers  preparing  to  take  the  permanent  groups  are 
encouraged  to  attend  Grove  City  and  State  Colleges. 

Practically  all  the  teachers  employed  for  the  county  schools  this 
year  are  high  school  graduates  or  have  taken  the  equivalent  in 
work  at  normal  or  other  training  schools. 

Our  directors  continue  the  progressive  idea  of  building  comfort- 
ably and  well  whenever  possible. 

A  fine  four-room  addition  to  the  Conway  schools  was  completed 
and  occupied.  At  Koppel,  the  building  planned  last  year,  was 
.  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 
term.  At  Midland  four  rooms  were  added  to  their  building  and 
occupied  about  February  first.  Plans  have  been  laid  and  buildings 
begun  in  College  Hill  borough,  in  Moon  borough  and  White  town- 
ships. At  College  Hill,  the  building  is  a  fine  four-room  brick  struc- 
ture, in  Borough  township  an  eight-room  building  has  been  planned 
with  the  intention  of  completing  four  rooms  to  meet  present  needs. 
In  White  township,  a  one-room  brick  building  is  being  erected  and 
in  Moon  township  the  proposed  six-room  building  is  held  up  through 

litigation. 

Again  my  sincere  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  the  many 
helpful  suggestions,  the  directors,  patrons  and  citizens  for  their  sup- 
port, and  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  m 
the  work. 
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BEDFORD  COUNTY— Victor  E.  P.  Barkman. 


The  school  term  ending  1914  in  Bedford  county  was  not  a  great 
success  The  schools  made  much  progress  until  the  holidays,  when 
we  had  the  misfortune  to  be  visited  by  an  epidemic  of  smallpox. 
The  health  authorities  of  the  State  investigated  conditions  and  found 
that  the  vaccination  laws  were  not  being  enforced.  They  reported 
the  conditions  to  the  school  boards  and  suggested  an  immediate  en- 
forcement Manv  townships  complied  with  the  request  and  enforced 
the  law  In  most  of  the  districts  in  which  the  law  was  enforced  the 
citizens  were  reluctant  to  comply  with  the  spirit  of  the  law.  This 
resulted  in  depletion  of  the  schools,  many  schools  not  having  a  single 
pupil  the  remainder  of  the  term.  Some  had  one,  some  had  two  pu- 
pils, while  others  ranged  from  six  to  fifteen  where  there  should  have 
been  thirty  to  forty  pupils  in  attendance. 

The  compulsory,  attendance  law  should  be  repealed  or  revised.    If 
you  attempt  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law  they  plead 
they  have  not  been  vaccinated  and  you  cannot  compel  them  to  at- 
tend school.     The  vaccination  law  cannot  be  enforced  in  any  way 
except  to  keep  the  pupil  from  the  opportunity  of  securing  an  educa- 
tion    A  bad  condition  of  affairs  and  a  very  bad  principle  on  which 
to  make  a  law  obligatory.    The  child  has  no  say  in  the  matter  and 
a  careless  and  indifferent  parent  rules  the  destiny  of  the  child  and 
in  many  instances  parents  who  are  intelligent  and  enlightened  refuse 
to   vaccinate  their   children  and  fight  vaccination  bitterly.     Many 
say  let  public  sentiment  develop  as  you  enforce  the  law,  but  law  does 
not  wait  on  public  sentiment  after  the  act  is  passed.    Better  repeal 
the  law  and  develop  public  sentiment  than  to  pass  it  and  wait  years. 
for  sentiment  to  grow. 


BERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.  Rapp. 


Robert  Browning  Day. 
The  memorv  of  the  great  English  writer,  Robert  Browning,  was 
celebrated  by' the  public  schools  the  last  hour  of  the  school  on  Fri- 
day afternoon,  December  12,  1913. 
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Each  teacher  was  supplied  near  the  beginning  of  the  school  term 
in  September  with  a  program  containing  suitable  material  for  pro- 
grams, quotations  from  Browning,  short  sketch  of  his  life,  refer- 
ences, and  a  simple  dramatization  of  the  Pied  Piper  of  Hamelin 
adapted  for  pupils  below  high  school  grade. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  all  eighth  grade  applicants  for 
admission  to  high  school  were  examined  on  the  Pied  Piper. 


New  School  Buildings. 

Muhlenberg  township  erected  on  a  two-acre  plot  a  much  needed 
four-room  building  at  Temple  at  a  cost  approximating  $15,000.  It 
takes  the  place  of  three  one-room  buildings.  The  building  of  red 
shale  brick  with  Indiana  limestone  trimmings  is  modern  in  all  con- 
veniences and  handsome  in  appearance. 

Shillington  borough  enlarged  its  building  to  12  rooms  including 
an  assembly  room  at  a  cost  of  $25,000.  The  building  is  very  attrac- 
tive and  in  equipment  complete  and  up-to-date  including  unilateral 
lighting,  direct-indirect  steam  heat  system,  ample  toilet  accommo- 
dations, bubble  fountains  in  each  room,  assembly  room,  recitation 
rooms  for  high  school,  single  desks  and  wall  book  closets. 

A  two-room  one-story  brick  building  with  a  well  lighted  basement 
on  an  acre  plot  was  erected  by  Exeter  township  at  a  cost  of  $6,000. 
This  building  is  a  credit  to  the  township. 

Windsor  township  erected  a  model  one-room  brick  structure  at  .a 
cost  approximating  $3,000.  There  are  only  two  other  types  of  build- 
ings like  this  in  the  county. 

County  Agriculturist. 

The  organization  of  a  farm  bureau  and  the  employment  of  a 
trained  agriculturist  who  will  devote  his  whole  time  to  advancing 
the  farming  interests  of  the  county  is  epoch  making  in  the  agricul- 
tural annals  of  Berks.  By  assisting  to  determine  the  best  agricul- 
tural practices  for  the  various  communities,  his  services  are  invalu- 
able. The  true  principle  of  a  county  agriculturist's  work  is  not  only 
to  do  things  for  the  farmers,  but,  most  of  all,  to  help  them  do  things 
for  themselves.  This  county  was  fortunate  in  securing  the  services 
of  Charles  S.  Adams,  a  graduate  of  State  College,  who  was  born  and 
reared  on  a  farm  in  Exeter  township  and  taught  for  five  years  in 
the  country  schools  of  his  native  township  prior  to  his  admission  into 
college.  His  success  is  assured  because  of  his  thorough  training, 
tact  and  energy. 

The  welfare  of  the  country  school  is  inseparably  linked  not  only 
with  the  educational  interests  of  the  country  children  but  with  the 
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prosperity  of  tlie  basic  industry  of  agriculture  and  all  movements 
for  the  betterment  of  country  life  should  receive  the  support  of  all 
patriotic  citizens  whether  they  live  in  the  country  or  city,  because 
the  future  of  both  is  dependent  upon  the  prosperity  and  stability 
of  the  rural  sections.     The  schools  are  directly  benefited  by  Mr. 
Adams'  enthusiastic  efforts  in  promoting  and  stimulating  the  boys 
farm  club  activities.     It  is  true  that  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  were 
organized  in  this  county  eight  years  ago-the  very  first  boys    and 
girls'  farm  clubs  in  the  State,,  but  the  results  were  rather  desultory 
and  far  from  satisfactory.    From  now  on  these  clubs  will  be  under 
the  immediate  supervision  and  care  of  the  county  agriculturist  and 
will  therefore  be  productive  of  more  good. 

The  boys'  and  girls'  club  activities  throughout  the  country  are 
fundamental  and  far-reaching  in  their  power  to  retard  and  counter- 
act the  steady  deterioration  and  degeneracy  of  country  life. 

Annual  Field  Day,  Play  Picnic  and  Literary  Contests. 
The  fourth  annual  play-bee  and  literary  bee  for  country  children 
was  held  at  the  Kevstone  State  Normal  School,  Kutztown,  on  Satur- 
day  May  9th.     The  rainy  weather  in  the  early  morning  interfered 
with  the  attendance.     The  estimated  attendance  was  3,500  people. 
All  the  exercises  as  scheduled  were  carried  out.    The  literary  activi- 
ties consisted  of  spelling,  declamation  and  arithmetical  contests,  to 
determine  the  champions  in  the  county  along  these  respective  lines. 
Only  one  representative  from  each  district  was  permitted  to  enter 
the  "final  contests.    Preliminary  contests  determined  these  represen- 
tatives.   Gold  medals  were  awarded  to  the  winners  of  the  first  prizes, 
silver  medals  to  the  second  and  bronze  medals  to  the  third.     The 
number  of  entries  in  both  the  field  and  track  events  as  well  as 
records  and  scores  made  were  up  to  those  of  the  preceding  meets. 
Trophies  in  the  form  of  cups,  medals  and  pennants  were  awarded 

the  winners. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the  day  was  the  spring 
festival  and  pageant  bv  the  entire  student  body  of  the  Normal.  Prob- 
ably no  lawn  fete  in  the  country  over  compared  with  this  in  brilliance 
and  splendor  The  costumes  made  by  the  students  themselves  were 
gorgeous  and  beautiful.  The  production  was  entirely  original  and 
was  planned  by  Miss  Lillian  Bull  of  the  Department  of  Physical  Edu- 
cation of  the  Normal. 

These  annual  recreational  and  literary  activities  are  most  stimu- 
late and  far-reaching  and  mighty  factors  in  rural  uplift.  The 
wide-spread  belief  in  rural  districts  that  the  only  value  of  play  lies 
in  the  working  of  the  muscles  is  gradually  dying  out.  The  fact  that 
work-exercise  of  the  muscles  is  good  but  does  not  take  the  place  of 
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play-exercise  of  the  muscles  is  becoming  better  known.  The  wood- 
pile and  the  plow  are  a  good  training  for  a  boy's  muscles  and  char- 
acter provided  he  doesn't  get  an  overdose;  but  to  substitute  these 
for  play-exercise  is  to  deprive  him  of  physical,  mental  and  moral 
health  and  to  run  the  risk  of  making;  him  surly  and  unsocial. 

Recent  investigations'  show  that  the  physique  of  city  boys  as  a  rule 
is  better  than  that  of  the  boys  from  the  farms.  The  physical  defects 
that  especially  afflict  country  boys  are  flabby  muscles  except  the 
muscles  of  the  arms  and  shoulders,  hump  shoulders,  curved  spines, 
low  right  shoulder  muscular  weakness  of  heart  action,  small  chest  ex- 
pansion, and  small  lung  capacity. 

If  this  is  true,  nowheie  is  the  gospel  of  physical  vigor  more  needed 
than  in  rural  districts.  A  school  program  in  either  the  city  or 
country  that  does  not  definitely  include  organized  and  directed  play 
is  lopsided. 

Status  of  the  Teaching  Force. 

To  the  teacher  principally  belongs  the  credit  of  the  marked  progress 
in  rural  education  in  Berks.  There  are  hundreds  of  conscientious, 
hard-working  teachers  in  our  county  who  are  consecrating  their  lives 
to  labor  in  rural  communities  and  devoting  their  best  energies  to 
prepare  the  country  child  for  useful  citizenship  and  effective  man- 
hood. Hats  off  to  these  conservators  of  manhood,  character  and 
efficiency!  The  teacher  is  the  greatest  factor  in  the  solution  of  the 
rural  school  problem. 

Improved  teaching  invariably  means  improved  buildings  and  equip- 
ment because  good  teaching  reacts  upon  the  material  equipment 
and  its  influence  is  sooner  or  later  felt  by  directors  and  patrons  and 
results  in  increased  material  facilities. 

There  were  employed  during  the  past  school  year  exclusive  of  Bead- 
ing, 68  teachers,  of  whom  400  are  state  normal  school  graduates  rep- 
resenting seven  different  normals  of  the  State.  27  graduates  of 
colleges,  110  held  State  and  county  permanent  certificates  and  less 
than  a  score  held  the  provisional  certificate.  Fully  96  per  cent,  of 
the  568  teachers  had  some  professional  training.  The  term  "normal 
graduate"  of  course  includes  all  teachers  who  completed  the  work 
given  in  short  and  elementary  courses,  as  well  as  graduates  from  the 
regular  normal  course.  The  latter  now  means  a  two-year  course 
preceded  by  a  complete  four-year  high  school  course.  For  several 
years  no  applicant  received  the  lowest  grade  of  certificate  who  did 
not  have  at  least  a  four  years'  high  school  training  supplemented  by 
a  year's  professional  training  at  a  State  normal.  The  average  age 
of  the  teachers  is  a  little  over  25  years.  The  number  of  inexperienced 
teachers  for  some  years  has  been  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole, 
and  this  includes  normal  school  graduates  who  never  had  any  experi- 
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ence  in  public  school  work.  The  average  length  of  service  including 
the  teachers  of  one  and  two-room  schools,  in  the  same  position  is 
nearly  five  years.  Over  300  are  male  teachers  a  condition  hardly 
duplicated  anywhere  in  the  United  States.  The  teaching  profes- 
sion in  this  county  is  not  yet  threatened  with  feminization.  Prob- 
ably no  strictly  rural  county  in  the  whole  country  with  such  a  large 
corps  of  teachers  can  make  such  a  showing  and  the  academic  and 
professional  training  of  its  teaching  force  with  right  viewpoint 
accounts  largely  for  the  increased  proficiency  of  our  rural  schools. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


In  submitting  this  my  twelfth  annual  report,  we  naturally  not 
only  look  back  upon  the  last  year  but  the  last  twelve  years  and  com- 
pare that  period  of  time  with  preceding  periods  of  time 

We  think  great  progress  has  been  made:     First,  in  the  teaching 
body;    Second,  in  the  improvement   of  school   property;   Third,   in 

community  interest. 

The  teaching  body  is  more  alert  to  the  best  interest  of  the  schools 
than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  schools,  we  have  more  normal 
and  college  trained  teachers  with  each  passing  year.  More  teachers 
are  attending  summer  schools  with  each  passing  year.  More  teach- 
ers are  applying  for  higher  grade  certificates.  More  money  is  being 
expended  each  year  by  teachers  for  journals,  professional  books 
and  helps  to  teaching  of  all  kinds. 

The  a-ents  at  County  Institutes  and  Summer  Schools  are  selling 
increased  number  of  these  helps  to  teachers.  Teachers  are  rapidly 
becoming  professionalized.  If  there  was  only  some  way  by  which 
this  class  of  teachers  could  be  paid  more  money  so  that  their  ser- 
vices might  be  retained  in  the  country  school  and  in  the  little  village 

school.  ,  ,     .  , 

The  verv  best  drift  off  to  cities  that  pay  higher  salaries  or  drop 

out  entirely  to  seek  employment  where  more  money  can  be  made. 
We  can  never  hope  for  the  greatest  good  until  we  can  devise  some 

plan  bv  which  we  can  retain  these  teachers  permanently,  keeping 

them  right  in  the  place  where  they  have  made  their  first  success. 

Improvement  of  School  Property. 
In  the  majority  of  the  districts  of  this  county  the  school  property 
has  been  greatly  improved.     I  will  mention  a  few  of  the  districts 
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where  these  marked  improvements  have  been  made;  Logan  Township, 
Greenfield  Township,  North  Woodbury  Township,  Huston  Town- 
ship, Blair  Township,  Hollidaysburg  Borough,  Roaring  Spring  Bor- 
ough, Duncansville  Borough,  Bellwood  Borough. 

Where  the  improvement  has  been  permanent,  such  as  a  new  school 
building,  the  best  approved  up  to  date  plans  have  been  followed. 

Quite  a  number  of  districts  have  installed  a  heating  and  ventilat- 
ing furnace.  It  is  a  good  thing,  but  should  be  made  more  durable 
as  it  rusts  and  burns  out  too  quickly.  All  the  districts  are  supplied 
with  sanitary  drinking  crocks  or  tanks,  and  pupils  bring  their  in- 
dividual cups.     We  have  a  few  bubbler  fountains. 

What  we  need  now  is  an  improved  out  door  closet  not  costing  too 
much,  that  will  take  the  place  of  the  old  shacks  that  exist  in  entirely 
too  many  communities.  We  also  need  more  attention  given  to  beauti- 
fying school  grounds. 

I  still  think  it  would  pay  country  communities  to  pay  school  di- 
rectors for  actual  time  spent  in  performance  of  duties.  School  prop- 
erties would  be  better  cared  for  if  some  one  director  was  paid  to  look 
after  it  and  be  responsible  for  having  it  well  taken  care  of  and  to 
keep  it  in  proper  shape  during  the  summer  vacation. 

Community  Interest. 

During  the  last  year  a  great  deal  has  been  accomplished  in  arous- 
ing community  interest. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Dunlap,  the  County  Agriculturist  or  County  Agent  as 
he  is  more  familiarly  called,  has  held  a  series  of  meetings  in  many  of 
the  country  school  houses,  the  county  superintendent  has  assisted  at 
many  of  these  meetings,  the  relation  of  the  home  to  the  school  and 
the  school  to  the  farm  has  been  emphasized. 

The  rural  letters  sent  out  by  United  States  Commissioner  Claxton 
and  those  issued  by  the  State  Board  Secretary  Becht  have  been  freely 
discussed,  the  farm  and  school  have  been  viewed  from  all  points, 
great  interest  has  been  shown  in  these  meetings.  Boys  corn,  potato, 
pig  growing  and  calf  growing  clubs  have  been  organized.  Girls 
canning  and  sewing  clubs  have  also  been  organized.  An  effort  has 
been  made  to  keep  some  of  the  boys  and  girls  on  the  farm  at  least. 
We  don't  want  them  all  on  the  farm  for  our  future  supply  of  profes- 
sional and  business  men  must  as  in  past  come  from  the  farm,  but  we 
believe  more  boys  should  remain  on  the  farm,  or  become  educated 
farmers  than  the  present  indicates.  An  aroused  community  spirit 
that  can  make  farm  life  attractive  to  the  young  people  will  go  a  long 
way,  toward  putting  new  life  in  the  country  school  and  country 
church. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  and  United  States  Commissioner 
Claxton  are  doing  a  great  work  by  scattering  broadcast  their  infor- 
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mation  of  definite  things  that  have  been  done  to  make  better  schools 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  #     . 

We  expect  to  begin  to  standarize  our  country  schools  this  term. 

Of  all  the  different  plans  examined  the  one  used  by  Superintendent 
Rapp  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  appears  to  be  the  best  and  will  probably 

be  used  as  the  basis. 

Our  county  and  local  institutes  still  exert  a  great  power  m  arous- 
ing and  conserving  interest  in  things  intellectual.  Nothing  better 
as  yet,  has  been  found  to  take  their  place.  _  # 

Take  it  all  in  all  the  last  year  has  been  a  glorious  year  in  Blair 

county. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putnam. 


One  of  the  many  influences  which  has  contributed  to  the  educa- 
tional progress  of  our  county  is  the  lecture  and  entertainment  course 
of  the  County  Institute.  Growing  out  from  this  annual  event  at 
Towanda  local  courses  have  been  held  in  most  of  the  small  towns 
during  the  past  years  and  are  still  continued  in  connection  with  our 
high  schools  where  directors  and  teachers  find  a  demand  in  this  di- 

rection.  ,  .     , 

During  the  past  year  this  form  of  education  of  the  masses  received 
a  great  impetus  through  the  medium  of  three  Chautauquas,  held  one 
each  at  Athens,  Canton  and  Towanda  during  the  second  week  of 
August.  The  seating  capacity  of  the  large  tents,  in  which  the  exer- 
cises were  held,  was  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  accommodate  the  many 
thousands  in  attendance.  I  believe  these  Chautauquas  have  awak- 
ened a  desire  in  all  classes  to  keep  abreast  with  modern  ideas  and 
have  brought  about  a  better  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  cul- 
ture to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  individual. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October  13th. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  C.  Schnmcker  of  the  West  Chester  Nor- 
mal School  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky Dr  Andrew  Thomas  Smith  of  the  Mansfield  Normal  School, 
Prof  William  M.  Denison,  High  School  Inspector,  and  Prof.  J.  W. 
Yoder  of  Juniata  College,  Musical  Instructor.  The  work  was  both 
interesting  and  profitable  and  was  highly  commended  by  teachers  and 
citizens  The  evening  entertainments  and  lectures  were  as  follows:— 
Monday  evening,  Musical  Entertainment,  "The  Mozart  Company"; 
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Tuesday  evening,  Lecture  "How  to  be  Happy,"  Lee  Francis  Lybar- 
ger;  Wednesday  evening.  An  Intellectual  Diversion,  Ralph  Bing- 
ham; Thursday  evening,  Lecture,  "Sour  Grapes,"  Dr.  Edward  Am- 
hurst  Ott;  Friday  evening,  Musical  Entertainment,  Music  Makers. 

The  eleventh  annual  session  of  the  Bradford  County  School  Direc- 
tors' Association  and  the  Bradford  County  Educational  Association 
was  held  March  5th,  6th  and  7th  at  Towanda.  The  instructors  at  these 
meetings  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer  of  Harrisburg,  Superintendent  F. 
W.  Bobbins  of  Lebanon,  Professor  O.  L.  Warren  of  Elmira,  High 
School  Instructor  W.  M.  Denison  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, Harrisburg,  D.  J.  Sloan,  Agricultural  expert  of  the  Canton 
Farm  Bureau,  and  L.  R.  Guilluame,  Supervisor  of  Agriculture  of  the 
Troy  high  school.  Considerable  time  was  given  to  the  discussion  of 
educational  topics  and  problems  confronting  directors  and  teachers. 
Prominent  features  of  this  meeting  were  the  annual  school  exhibit 
and  the  county  high  school  speaking  contest.  The  school  exhibit 
showed  a  marked  improvement  in  the  work  of  drawing,  and  included 
in  addition  to  the  usual  features,  specimens  of  manual  training  and 
domestic  science.  At  the  preliminary  speaking  contest,  which  in- 
cluded the  best  speakers  from  the  high  school,  six  young  men  and  six 
young  ladies  were  selected  to  compete  in  the  final  contest.  First 
prizes,  $10.  in  gold,  were  awarded  to  Henry  Litzelman  of  Ulster  and 
Mary  McCarty  of  Ulster.  Second  Prizes,  $5.00  in  gold,  were  awarded 
to  Jay  Bolison  of  Troy,  and  Grace  Roberts  of  Laquin.  The  com- 
mittee of  award  were  Prof.  O.  L.  Warren  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Supt. 
F.  W.  Robbins  of  Lebanon,  and  Rev.  A.  G.  Cameron  of  Sylvania. 
Hoping  to  stimulate  interest  in  this  neglected  part  of  English  teach- 
ing the  contest  will  be  continued  as  a  regular  event  at  this  annual 
meeting.  129  directors  were  present,  J.  D.  Brainard,  E.  S.  Andrews 
and  J.  Andrew  Wilt,  delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Association 
made  interesting  reports,  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected 
as  follows: — Pres.  E.  S.  Andrews,  Powell;  Vice-Pres.  Rev.  A.  G. 
Cameron,  Sylvania;  Miles  Finch,  Athens;  Sec'y.  J.  Andrew  Wilt, 
Towanda ;  Treas.  Fred  R.  Prince,  Towanda. 

The  Educational  Association  held  additional  sessions  in  Canton 
and  Sayre  and  the  usual  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  various 
sections  of  the  county. 

November  7th  was  observed  as  Visitors'  Day.  Reports  from  the 
teachers  show  that  many  patrons  responded  to  the  invitation  and  vis- 
ited the  schools.  The  regular  program  was  followed  until  3:00  P.  M. 
when  short  exercises,  consisting  of  music,  recitations  and  talks  to 
the  children  by  citizens,  were  held. 

The  severe  winter  weather,  accompanied  by  impassable  roads,  had 
some  effect  on  school  attendance,  but  nevertheless  about  975  "certifi- 
cates of  award"  were  given  to  pupils  who  were  neither  absent  nor 
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tardy  during  the  school  term,  and  honorable  mention  was  made  of 

340. 

The  County  Superintendent  prepared  questions  and  arranged  for 
the  examination  of  all  the  eighth  grade  pupils.  Separate  examina- 
tions were  given  for  the  seven  months,  eight  months,  and  nine  months 
terms.  Reports  from  eighth  grade  teachers  show  that  838  pupils 
were  examined  and  408  passed  in  all  subjects  and  received  certifi- 
cates. 

The  agricultural  school,  under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  L.  R. 
Guilluame  held  in  connection  with  the  Troy  high  school,  did  success- 
ful work.  At  the  close  of  the  term  Prof.  Guilluame  assisted  by  Mr. 
B.  K.  Sloan,  the  agricultural  expert  of  the  Canton  Farm  Bureau, 
organized  boys'  potato  clubs  and  are  giving  the  boys  valuable  assist- 
ance in  practical  agriculture.  It  is  understood  that  prizes  will  be 
awarded  to  the  boys  who  produce  the  best  results  from  their  crops. 

Athens  Boro,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  W.  F.  Yoder,  has  con- 
tinued the  work  in  manual  training.  Excellent  results  have  been  ac- 
complished and  much  interest  is  manifested  in  this  work.  The  di- 
rectors of  this  school  have  supplemented  the  work  in  vocational  train- 
ing by  the  addition  of  domestic  science  to  the  school  curriculum. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Farmer  has  supervision  of  this  course. 

On  January  19, 1914  the  high  school  building  situated  in  the  second 
ward  of  Towanda  boro  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  of  this 
building  necessitated  a  break  in  the  school  term  of  several  weeks  and 
the  removal  to  the  Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute  until  a  new 
building  can  be  erected.  Owing  to  the  loss  of  all  books,  supplies, 
and  school  records  much  inconvenience  was  caused  but  the  school 
board  by  strenuous  efforts  soon  succeeded  in  overcoming  these  ob- 
stacles in  establishing  a  school  in  new  quarters  and  were  able  to  con- 
clude a  prosperous  year. 

New  buildings  are  being  constructed  in  Franklin  township  and 
Athens  township  and  will  be  ready  for  school  at  the  opening  of  the 
coming  year. 

Sayre  Boro  has  repaired  and  enlarged  their  East  Side  school  build- 
ing and  will  add  several  new  teachers  to  their  corps. 

More  pupils  were  in  attendance  at  the  20  high  schools  last  year 
than  ever  before.  The  work  was  uniformily  successful  and  in  most 
lines  progress  was  evident.  The  lack  of  appreciation  and  the  conse- 
quent objection  to  assist  directors  in  their  efforts  to  give  the  pupils 
the  benefits  which  can  only  be  obtained  through  consolidation  of 
schools  acts  as  a  serious  hindrance  in  some  communities.  More 
schools  would  be  consolidated  and  better  school  advantages  given  if 
parents  would  make  a  little  effort  to  get  their  children  to  the  schools, 
and  assist  the  directors  in  the  matter  of  transportation.  Very  little 
permanent  improvement  can  be  made  by  continuing  one  room  schools 
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in  sparsely  settled  districts.  The  only  solution  is  consolidation 
and  consolidation  to  be  successful  must  have  the  hearty  support  of 
all  the  parties  concerned. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  H.  Hoffman. 


The  work  of  the  year  was  made  pleasant  and  profitable  by  means 
of  the  ready  and  earnest  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers,  patrons 
and  our  newspapers.  Our  newspapers  are  always  ready  to  assist 
in  doing  anything  that  will  benefit  the  cause  of  education.  Our 
numerous  school  meetings  held  during  the  year  gave  our  editor  a 
splendid  opportunity  to  fill  their  columns  with  important  announce- 
ments and  information. 

Improved  systems  of  heating  and  ventilation  are  now  found  in 
most  of  our  rural  school  buildings. 

Feeling  the  need  of  securing  better  results  in  the  teaching  of 
reading  and  penmanship,  the  directors,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Superintendent,  established  pedagogical  libraries  in  nearly  all  of 
our  rural  schools.  This  year  recommended  books  on  methods  of 
teaching  reading  and  penmanship  were  placed  upon  the  shelves. 
Teachers  are  required  to  follow  the  plans  as  outlined  in  these  books. 
The  result  has  shown  a  marked  improvement  in  the  work  of  these  im- 
portant subjects.  t 

Doylestown  has  a  flourishing  first  grade  high  school.  Momsville 
and  Langhorne  expect  to  have  their  four  year  courses  in  operation 
next  year.  Sentiment  is  crystallizing  very  rapidly  in  several  of  our 
other  boroughs  to  increase  the  course  of  study  by  another  year. 

Most  commendable  work  has  been  done  in  the  Doylestown  schools 
in  physical  training  in  the  Richlandtown  and  Langhorne  schools  in 
manual  training  and  in  the  Sellersville  schools  in  sewing.  The 
Quakertown  directors  have  provided  for  kindergarten  work  next  year. 
Agricultural  work  is  growing  in  several  of  our  township  high  schools, 
the  leaders  in  this  line  of  work  being  Springfield,  Doylestown  and 
Hilltown.     Springfield  held  another  very  successful  corn  show. 

Sentiment  favoring  closer  supervision  is  also  growing.  Great 
improvement  was  noticeable  in  the  Hilltown  township  schools  this 
year.  The  teachers  worked  more  intelligently  and  systematically  un- 
der the  leadership  of  the  high  school  principal.  This  district  had  a 
splendid  display  of  school  work  at  their  annual  Parents  Meeting. 
Bensalem  township  has  taken  steps  toward  closer  supervision,  and  the 
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Ohalfont  and  New  Britain  districts  considered  uniting  their  high 
schools  so  as  to  secure  greater  efficiency. 

The  auditorium  in  the  new  Doylestown  high  school  building,  to 
my  mind,  has  been  one  of  our  greatest  steps  forward.  It  is  bringing 
the  home  and  the  school  into  more  friendly  relations  with  each  other. 
Perkasie  will  soon  have  similar  facilities,  the  voters  having  recently 
approved  the  necessary  loan  for  the  new  building  which  is  now  in 
process  of  erection. 

Our  County  Institute  held  in  October  was  considered  a  very  suc- 
cessful affair.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  0.  Schaeffer, 
Dr.  Charles  Calvert  Ellis,  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Dr.  George  M.  Philips, 
Prof.  Arthur  D.  Cromwell,  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks  and  Prof.  Robert 
J.  McDowell. 

The  evening  lecturers  were  Hon.  George  D.  Alden,  Miss  Hellen 
Keller  and  her  teacher,  Mrs.  John  Macy,  and  Dr.  Woods  Hutchison. 

The  Hussar  Quartette  and  the  Mozart  Concert  Company  furnished 
the  musical  evening  programs. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— Frank  A.  McClung. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  schools  of  this  county  for  the  school 
year  ending  June  1,  1914,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  there  is 
encouragement  on  every  hand  for  those  who  are  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  public  schools. 

During  the  past  year  the  teachers  have  been  unusually  enthusiastic 
in  their  work,  the  directors  have  been  attentive,  and  the  patrons 
interested.  Petrolia  borough  has  erected  a  fine  new  school  building 
that  should  be  a  matter  of  pride  to  the  citizens  and  an  inspiration 
to  the  pupils.  It  will  be  ready  for  school  by  the  beginning  of 
September.  A  new  school  house  is  being  constructed  at  present  in 
Parker  township,  and  one  in  Cranberry  township.  All  districts  did 
excellent  work  in  repairing  the  school  houses  and  making  them  more 
attractive  and  in  making  the  out-buildings  and  grounds  more  sightly. 

I  held  ten  public  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  and  one 
for  professional  certificate.  205  applicants  were  examined  for  pro- 
visional certificates  of  whom  150  were  granted  certificates  and  55 
were  sent  grades.  29  were  examined  for  professional  certificates,  of 
whom  23  were  granted  and  6  refused. 

We  followed  the  usual  custom  of  holding  teachers'  meetings  before 
school  began  in  the  fall-    At  this  meeting  127  teachers  were  present. 
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Seventeen  educational  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county 
during  the  year  at  which  patrons,  teachers  and  directors  were  pres- 
ent. These  meetings  created  interest  in  the  work  and  helped  the 
teachers  and  patrons  to  get  a  more  harmonious  point  of  view  in  con- 
nection with  the  school  work.  During  the  past  year  there  have  been 
employed  in  this  county  under  the  supervision  of  the  county  super- 
intendent 329  teachers  who  have  had  under  their  charge  10,183  pu- 
pils.    Out  of  these  329  teachers  65  taught  their  first  term  last  year. 

The  certificates  held  were  as  follows: 

State   Normal   Diplomas,    70 

State  Normal  Certificates,  « 

Professional   certificates,    62 

County  Permanent,    

College   Provisional,    

College  Permanent,   • ° 

Provisional  Certificates,   103 

The  Teachers  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Decem- 
ber 28th  and  was  an  interesting  week.  The  instructors  were  Jona- 
thon  Rigdon,  Winona,  Ind.,  E,  B.  Teitrick  of  the  Department,  Paul 
M  Pearson  of  Swarthmore,  Prof.  Robt.  McDowell  of  Pittsburgh, 
William  McKeever  of  Manhattan,  Kan.,  Dr.  John  Driver,  Montaville 
Flowers,  and  the  Cathedral  Choir. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
of  the  same  week  as  the  Teachers'  Institute  and  was  attended  by 
225  of  the  277  directors  in  the  county.  The  directors  in  their  reso- 
lutions took  very  progressive  measures  for  the  good  of  the  schools 
of  the  county,  and  it  was  a  very  profitable  convention  in  every  way. 

A  number  of  the  children  of  the  county  have  enviable  records  of 
attendance.  Over  300  children  have  not  been  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  full  term,  and  many  pupils  have  similar  records  extending  over 
a  number  of  years.  The  attendance  has  been  helped  in  many  dis- 
tricts by  certificates  of  award  sent  out  monthly  and  for  the  term 
by  the  superintendent. 

All  the  high  schools  of  the  county  did  excellent  work  during  the 
past  year.  At  Eau  Claire  a  third  year  was  added  to  the  course  of 
study.  This  eliminated  the  last  high  school  with  a  two  year  course. 
At  Evans  City  and  Mars  the  four  year  course  was  adopted  and  car- 
ried out  during  the  year.  These  schools  were  added  to  the  list  of 
those  of  first  class  grade,  making  three  in  the  county,  the  third  being 
Zelienople.  A  new  high  school  was  established  at  West  Sunbury 
under  the  joint  boards  of  West  Sunbury  and  Clay  township.  This 
makes  a  total  of  15  high  schools  in  our  county.  They  graduated  115 
young  men  and  women  this  year. 
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Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  this  year  by  the  superinten- 
dent, fifty-two  the  second  time  and  twelve  the  third  time,  making 
393  visits  in  all.  More  directors  accompanied  the  superintendent  on 
his  visits  this  year  than  any  previous  year. 

All  the  high  school  commencements  but  three  were  attended.  Ad- 
dresses were  made  at  each  of  these  meetings.  Ten  addresses  were 
given  in  connection  with  the  Boys  Corn  Growing  Clubs,  and  twelve 
educational  meetings  were  addressed,  making  a  total  of  34  addresses 
in  all.  All  the  office  work  was  taken  care  of  by  the  superintendent 
himself.  In  this  work  2,020  letters  were  sent  out  and  many  postcards 
and  pamphlets. 

In  the  eighth  grade  examination  there  were  511  applicants  of  whom 
217  passed  and  were  granted  diplomas. 

At  the  Directors'  Convention  a  resolution  was  passed  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  select  a  system  of  writing  for  the  schools  of 
the  county.  This  was  done  and  the  committee  selected  the  Zaner 
System  and  it  will  be  used  as  the  standard  in  every  school  district 
of  the  county. 

Last  year,  with  the  aid  of  the  superintendent,  the  County  Agricul- 
turist, Mr.  Adams,  organized  Boys  Corn  Growing  Clubs.  About 
thirty  boys  completed  their  records  and  competed  for  the  prizes.  The 
two  boys  who  did  best  were  taken  on  a  trip  to  State  College  during 
the  Farmers'  week.  Other  suitable  prizes  were  distributed.  This 
year,  with  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  we  have  enrolled 
about  ISO  boys  in  the  clubs  who  are  taking  up  the  work  enthusiastic- 
ally and,  we  believe,  receiving  much  benefit  not  only  in  raising  corn 
but  in  systematic,  practical,  useful  endeavor. 

With  the  aid  of  Prof.  L.  F.  Dennis  of  the  Department,  the  joint 
boards  of  Clay  township  and  West  Sunbury  borough  have  established 
an  Agricultural  School  in  West  Sunbury  which  will  begin  its  work 
this  fall. 

Directors  all  over  the  county,  it  seems  to  me,  are  realizing  that 
nine-tenths  of  their  troubles  are  over  if  they  can  select  good  teachers 
and,  as  a  result,  they  are  demanding  teachers  whose  ability  is  known. 
In  order  that  they  may  get  such  teachers  many  of  the  townships 
and  boroughs  have  raised  the  wages  of  their  teachers.  This  is  an 
indication  of  the  earnest  efforts  directors  are  making  to  bring  the 
schools  to  a  higher  standard. 

Teachers  are  also  showing  a  commendable  feature  in  the  fact  that 
they  are  taking  every  advantage  to  get  to  school  as  much  as  possible. 
This  is  shown  from  the  number  of  provisional  certificates  granted. 
The  number  of  these  certificates  is  falling  off  each  year,  as  more  and 
more  of  the  young  men  and  women  who  desire  to  teach  go  to  normal 
school  and  better  prepare  themselves  before  beginning  their  work. 
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We  have  met  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  directors  and 
teachers  in  everything  undertaken.  The  press  has  been  very  helpful 
in  aiding  with  the  publicity  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  schools.  In 
fact  all  have  worked  together  harmoniously  to  make  our  schools  a 
success.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  good  year.  We  wish  to  thank 
the  Department  for  all  their  generous  help. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— M.  S.  Bentz. 


The  school  vear  just  closed  has  been  a  very  successful  school  period 
in  Cambria  countv.  We  feel  the  efficiency  has  been  increased  at 
least  twenty  per  cent.  The  cause  of  this  intensifying  of  effort  was 
almost  entirely  attributed  to  the  week  of  teacher  training  we  held 

last  August.  . 

Of  the  six  hundred  teachers  in  our  county,  almost  one-half  are 
provisional  teachers  or  inexperienced  normal  graduates.  The  real 
problems  of  school  experience  are  unknown  to  them  until  they  have 
been  placed  in  the  school  room.  They  drifted  as  a  ship  at  sea  without 
a  rudder.  Some  luckily  found  deep  water  but  many  had  their  ships 
of  school  experiences  drift  on  the  treacherous  shoals. 

In  our  week  of  training  we  eliminated  the  entertainment  feature 
so  prominent  in  our  institutes  and  confined  ourselves  to  the  real 
problems  The  subjects  of  primary  reading,  primary  number,  writ- 
ing language  and  the  economic  subjects  were  elucidated  without  any 
frills  When  I  visited  my  teachers  I  could  talk  intelligently  to  them 
on  school  matters  because  of  their  knowledge  of  the  fundamentals 
The  co-operative  sympathy  they  showed  me  I  feel  was  entirely  at- 
tributed to  their  intercourse  at  the  week  of  teacher  training. 

We  conducted  the  school  again  this  summer  and  the  sympathy  and 
the  enthusiasm  was  equally  as  marked.  One  beginner  who  grad- 
uated from  the  Johnstown  high  school,  said,  "Why  I  do  not  know 
how  T  could  have  started  a  school  without  the  experiences  of  this 
week."  I  assure  you  I  am  quite  enthusiastic  over  the  possibilities 
of  the  "Week  of  Teacher  Training." 

We  had  a  corn  raising  contest  last  year.  It  was  a  success  from  the 
standpoint  of  effort  but  the  season  in  our  mountainous  county  will 
not  mature  anv  but  the  extremely  early  maturing  varieties.  We  had 
over  three  hundred  boys  and  girls  compete.  We  gave  over  one  hun- 
dred eighty  dollars  in  prizes. 
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Of  the  almost  twenty-seven  thousand  school  children  in  our  county 
we  had  this  last  year  over  three  thousand  who  were  neither  absent 
nor  tardy.  Last  year  we  had  two  hundred  seventy-six  perfect  in  at- 
tendance, but  the  fact  we  gave  a  certificate  of  merit  to  these  two  hun- 
dred seventy-six  incited  three  thousand  one  hundred  seventy-eight 
this  year  to  merit  certificates. 

One  unpleasant  circumstance  in  my  work  is  in  the  different  stand- 
ards that  present  themselves  in  the  certification  of  teachers.  Some 
who  failed  in  Cambria  county  to  make  forty  per  cent,  in  their 
branches  were  able  to  get  a  professional  certificate  in  another  county 
and  then  ask  for  endorsement,  which  we  refused. 

The  different  standards  of  the  committees  for  permanent  certifi- 
cates were  as  noticeable.  I  feel  the  certification  of  teachers  should 
not  become  a  farce  but  should  be  as  serious  as  teaching  in  the  school. 

Our  directors  are  active.  We  had  a  number  of  districts  build  new 
buildings  or  add  to  the  old.  One  of  our  school  boards  built  a  gymna- 
sium,fully  equipped  with  a  swimming  pool,  shower  baths  and  a  com- 
plete line  of  gymnastic  paraphernalia. 

We  had  a  high  school  athletic  meet  at  which  twelve  of  our  seven- 
teen high  schools  competed.  Some  of  the  winners  were  boys  from 
our  township  high  schools.  We  will  have  a  bigger  meet  this  year 
than  last  year. 

I  have  the  extreme  pleasure  to  report  the  introduction  of  an  agri- 
cultural high  school  in  our  county  under  your  Mr.  Dennis.  At  the 
opening  of  the  school  twelve  girls  asked  the  board  to  give  them  a 
course  in  "Home  Making."  The  Board  has  assured  me  that  if  the 
enthusiasm  continues  until  next  year  "Home  Making"  will  be  intro- 
duced, making  the  Salix  high  school  a  full  vocational  school. 

We  have  a  very  live  organization  in  our  Principals'  Association. 
We  meet  periodically  and  discuss  the  problems  incident  to  our  ex- 
periences. We  have  unified  our  requirements  for  entrance  to  high 
school,  and  it  has  awakened  a  spirit  of  co-operation  among  the  prin- 
cipals and  high  school  teachers.  We  supervise  a  base  ball  league 
and  have  had  inter -high  school  debates. 

I  have  had  some  failures  in  my  work  as  well  as  the  successes  I 
have  above  enumerated  but  we  will  not  speak  of  them  until  we  have 
been  able  to  master  them.  In  the  main  I  feel  highly  gratified  with 
the  school  sentiment  in  our  county  but  still  expect  greater  things 
for  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  future. 
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OAMEEON  COUNTY— C.  E.  Plasterer. 


Cameron  county  asain  reports  progress.  Teachers,  patrons  and 
pupuThave  Sown  marked  interest  in  the  work  of  the  schools.  We 
hav eh  d  a  nnmber  of  new  teachers  this  year  hnt  almost  without «- 
ception  they  were  carefully  selected  and  have  done  good  work.  While 
he  number  of  teachers  without  previous  experience  has  increased 
over  last  rear  from  five  to  eleven,  of  these  eleven  one  is  a  college 
graduate,  "six  ore  graduates  of  normal  schools,  two  of  four  year  high 
schools  and  one  of  a  three  year  high  school. 

The  ratio  of  normal  school  graduates  to  holders  oT provisional ^and 
professional  certificates  has  increased.  Of  our  sixty  teachers  three 
are  college  graduates,  twenty-two  hold  normal  school  diplomas  and 
seven  permanent  certificates. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  October  20  to  24,  1013  The  in- 
stru  ors  were  Br.  H.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Miss  L.  lian 
Johnson,  and  Prof  I,  A.  King.  Mr.  H.  H. Weber  had  charg t*  fte 
sincnng.  The  evening  attractions  were  The  Dawn  of  Plenty  The 
MuSc  Makers,  Strickland  W.  Gillilan  and  The  Mozart  Concert  Corn 
pany  The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  connection  with  he 
institute  and  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Gordinier  and  Prof. 

K  Local  Institutes  were  held  at  four  points  in  the  county  At  three 
of  these  evening  sessions  were  held  which  were  well  attended  by  the 
cities  Good  attendance  and  helpful  discussions  were  character- 
istic  of  all  of  these  meetings. 

'  One  of  the  least  satisfactory  conditions  in  this  county  is  the  com- 
pa^Uve  v  arge  number  of  small  rural  schools.  Of  the  twenty-eight 
one  Ton  schools  in  the  county,  nineteen  had  an  average  attendance 
or  less  than  twelve  and  six  of  these  had  an  average  attendance  of 
Its  than  eight  While  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  consolidation 
and  transportation  are  greater  in  a  mountainous  county  such  as 
Cameron  they  are  not  insurmountable  and  this  means  will  be  open 
£ improvement  of  the  educational  advantages  of  the  young  as 
soon  as  public  sentiment  will  support  it. 

The  movement  toward  better  school  buildings  and  grounds  » 
earning  in  this  county.  Thirteen  of  the  fourteen  one  room  schools 
ta  SMppen  township  and  several  in  other  districts,  raised  money 
for  school  improvements  during  the  year.  In  some  cases  not  more 
than  four  or  five  families  live  near  these  schools  and  yet  from  ten  to 
thirtv  dollars  has  been  realized  from  one  evenings  efforts.  The 
monev  has  been  expended  for  books,  pictures  and  other  improve- 
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ments.  These  movements  are  to  be  commended,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  money  which  the  school  receives,  but  as  well  for  the  social 
benefit  to  the  various  communities.  Organized  playground  activi- 
ties and  an  annual  egg  hunt  at  Easter  time  have  been  a  pleasing 
feature  of  the  work  at  the  Plank  Road  Graded  Schools  in  Shippen 

township. 

In  the  Emporium  schools  a  series  of  informal  receptions  were 
given  by  the  teachers  to  the  parents  on  several  evenings  during  the 
term  Work  was  exhibited  by  the  schools  holding  the  reception.  A 
large  number  of  parents  attended,  many  of  them  being  in  the  school 
buildings  for  the  first  time  and  some  for  the  first  time  since  they 
left  them  as  students.  In  a  number  of  cases  the  object  of  these 
receptions— a  closer  co-operation  for  the  benefit  of  the  children-has 
already  been  realized. 

The  school  boards  have  done  some  very  commendable  work  tor  the 
betterment  of  school  conditions.  The  Emporium  school  board  has 
raised  salaries,  installed  sanitary  drinking  fountains  in  all  the  rooms, 
supplied  sanitary  paper  towels  and  in  various  ways  made  their  build- 
ings more  comfortable  and  attractive.  Other  boards  have  painted 
the  interiors  of  some  of  the  schools  and  made  other  needed  improve- 
ments. More  attention  should  be  given  to  the  school  grounds.  The 
average  grounds  and  outbuildings  still  leave  much  to  be  desired. 

Twenty-three  stereopticon  entertainments  were  given  at  various 
schools  in  the  county.  The  views  shown  were  on  The  Panama  Canal, 
The  Grandeur  of  the  Eockies  and  two  sets  showing  what  has  been 
done  in  other  places  in  the  way  of  improving  the  schools.  The  slides 
were  loaned  from  the  State  Museum,  the  Philadelphia  Museum  and 
the  Keystone  View  Company.  Considerable  interest  was  manifested 
in  these  entertainments  and  we  are  led  to  believe  that  they  were  not 
only  a  source  of  entertainment  but  a  benefit  as  well. 

Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  from  three  to  five  times. 
While  the  total  number  of  visits  does  not  equal  the  number  required 
in  some  counties  to  visit  each  school  but  once,  the  visits  as  a  rule 
are  longer  than  can  be  made  in  the  average  county. 

An  attempt  was  made  last  year  to  have  a  county  corn  growing 
contest.  A  smaller  number  than  the  rules  of  the  contest  required  re- 
ported and  the  contest  was  dropped.  This  year  the  matter  was  taken 
up  and  discussed  by  the  superintendent  in  his  visits  to  the  schools. 
Before  the  close  of  the  term  forty-five  names  of  those  who  had  sig- 
nified their  intention  of  entering  the  contest  were  reported.  It  still 
remains  to  be  seen  how  many  of  these  will  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contest  and  compete  for  the  prizes  offered. 

Ninety-seven  pupils  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  term 
and  received  certificates  in  recognition  of  their  perfect  attendance. 
Epidemics  of  measles,   mumps,  whooping  cough,   chicken-pox,  and 
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pink-eye  did  much  to  prevent  this  number  from  being  greater.  Sev- 
enty-eight eighth  grade  pupils  were  examined  and  of  this  number 
fifty-six  received  common  school  diplomas. 

The  Emporium  high  school  graduated  seventeen  and  the  Shippen 
township  high  school,  five.  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes  of  State  College  and 
Rev.  B.  H.  Hart  of  Harrisburg  were  the  respective  commencement 
speakers.  Driftwood  high  school  graduated  no  class  this  year  on 
account  of  adding  another  year  to  the  course. 

Mr.  Henry  H.  Smith  who  has  been  for  a  long  period  of  years  a 
director  in  Gibson  township,  died  May  6th,  1914.  Mr.  Smith  had 
rendered  very  faithful  service  to  the  schools  of  his  district  and  will 
be  greatly  missed  in  his  township  and  county. 

We  are  under  especial  obligations  to  our  State  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Schaeffer,  for  his  valued  help  at  the  County  Institute  and  to 
Miss  Fetterolf  and  Mr.  M.  B.  King  of  the  Department  for  instruction 
given  at  one  of  our  local  institutes.  We  are  also  indebted  to  teach- 
ers, directors,  the  county  papers  and  the  public  in  general  for  co- 
operation and  assistance.  No  one  person  can  take  all  the  credit 
nor  assume  all  the  blame  for  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  a  county. 
Interest,  sacrifice  and  co-operative  effort  on  the  part  of  all  concerned 
are  bound  to  make  for  progress. 


CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan. 


In  this  review  of  the  school  activities  of  this  county  during  the 
past  year  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  on  the  whole  it  was  a  year 
of  growth  and  improvement.  While  not  all  of  our  aims  for  improve- 
ment were  realized  some  definite  gains  were  made.  Thirteen  new 
schools  were  opened.  The  average  attendance  was  higher  than  ever 
before.  The  enrollment  in  our  high  schools  is  nearly  twice  as  large 
as  that  of  ten  years  ago.  Matters  of  special  interest  are  referred 
to  in  detail. 

Buildings  and  Grounds. — A  new  one-room  building  of  modern  de- 
sign and  attractive  appearance,  built  after  plans  furnished  by  the 
State  Board  of  Education,  was  opened  at  Harrity,  Franklin  town- 
ship. Many  lesser  changes  and  improvements  were  made  to  meet 
growing  needs  in  other  districts.  It  is  a  wiser  policy  to  erect  new 
buildings  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  present  day  than  to  spend 
more  money  every  year  to  repair  old;  ill-suited  buildings. 
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The  Waterbury  ventilating  stove  was  installed  in  a  number  of 
school  houses  in  Mahoning  and  Towamensing  townships.  In  a  year 
or  two  more  the  old  style  stove  will  have  disappeared  from  cur  coun- 
try schools  forever.  Geographical  cabinets  furnished  by  the  Phila- 
delphia Commercial  Museums  were  placed  in  the  schools  of  Aquash- 
icola,  Little  Gap  and  Weissport  and  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
school  equipment  thus  required. 

School  grounds  and  out-door  toilets  have  thus  far  received  little  or 
no  attention.  We  would  strongly  urge  upon  our  school  boards  the 
necessity  of  definite  action  in  this  direction  as  provided  in  the 
School  Code.  In  a  number  of  rural  schools  the  teachers  and  pupils 
showed  commendable  interest  in  the  improvement  of  their  grounds. 
Flowers,  trees  and  shrubs  were  planted  thus  giving  to  the  school  sur- 
roundings a  neat  and  attractive  appearance.  We  hope  for  the  active 
co-operation  of  school  boards,  teachers,  civic  clubs  and  home  and 
school  associations  in  the  furtherance  of  this  desirable  and  long- 
deferred  improvement. 

Special  Occasions  and  Events.— A  notable  gain  was  made  in  the 
movement  toward  the  correlation  of  the  school  and  home  activities 
of  the  pupil  especially  in  the  rural  districts,  and  the  use  of  methods 
of  teaching  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  child's  environment.  Sew- 
ing by  the  girls  and  the  use  of  simple  tools  by  the  boys  in  which 
many  useful  articles  were  made  were  taught  with  encouraging  suc- 
cess in  the  Phifer's  Corner  and  Harrity  schools  of  Franklin,  the 
Miller  school  in  East  Penn,  and  the  Hudsondale  schools  in  Packer. 
Special  certificates  were  granted  to  the  pupils  who  did  this  work. 
A  special  certificate  was  also  granted  to  pupils  of  the  highest  rank 
in   orthography. 

The  annual  exhibition  of  pupils'  work  in  drawing  in  East  Mauch 
Chunk  and  Mauch  Chunk,  in  drawing  and  manual  training  in  Mauch 
Chunk  township,  and  in  general  work  in  Summit  Hill  and  Weatherly 
was  very  creditable  to  all  concerned  and  more  extensive  than  ever 
before  made.  Excellent  results  in  vocal  music  at  Lehighton,  Mauch 
Chunk,  and  Palmerton  deserve  special  mention. 

An  oratorical  contest  between  the  classes  of  the  Palmerton  high 
school  was  a  profitable  and  enjoyable  occasion.  The  time  and  effort 
spent  in  this  form  of  high  school  study  and  practice  in  English  is  a 
definite  approach  toward  the  adjustment  of  school  work  to  the  life 
needs  of  the  pupil.  The  success  of  this  occasion  should  encourage  a 
more  general  effort  of  this  kind  throughout  the  county. 

Institutes  and  Meetings.— The  Carbon  County  Teachers'  Institute 
celebrated  its  Fiftieth  Anniversary  in  October.  The  Monday  even- 
ing session  was  given  up  to  exercises  appropriate  to  this  auspicious 
occasion.  The  anniversary  address  was  given  by  Dr.  Thomas  M. 
Balliet,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Pedagogy  of  New  York  University,  and 
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the  oldest  living  former  county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Carbon 
county.  Former  County  Supt.  A.  S.  Beisel  spoke  on  "Institute 
Reminiscences,"  and  the  present  superintendent  on  "Fifty  Years  of 
School  Progress."  The  oldest  teacher  in  point  of  service  in  the 
county,  Mr.  James  S.  Brobst,  of  East  Penn,  a  teacher  of  forty-five 
years  service,  was  the  guest  of  honor;  other  teachers  thus  honored 
for  twentv- five  or  more  years  of  continuous  service  in  the  county 
were:  Jas.  R.  Steigerwalt,  East  Penn;  P.  H.  McCabe,  East  Mauch 
Chunk;  Thomas  J.  Drumbor,  Weatherly;  Thomas  L.  Jenkins,  East 
Mauch   Chunk;   Geo.  A.  Wagner,  Franklin;   and  James  J.  Bevan, 

Mauch  Chunk. 

Local  institutes  at  Weissport,  Weatherly,  and  Summit  Hill,  the 
periodical  meetings  of  principals  and  higher  grade  teachers,  the 
eighth  grade  exercises,  the  high  school  commencements,  and  the  home 
and  school  meetings  during  the  year  were  more  largely  attended  than 
ever  before,  and  give  some  indication  of  the  growing  interest  and  the 
sustained  effort  of  our  people  in  the  work  of  promoting  the  welfare 
of  our  schools.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  School  Directors' 
Association  was  one  of  the  strongest  sessions  yet  held,  and  the  com- 
plimentary dinner  of  Mr.  David  J.  Pearsall,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  to  the 
school  directors  was  an  occasion  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

A  Saturday  afternoon  class  for  the  special  study  of  the  History  of 
Education  was  conducted  by  Prof.  Percy  Hughes,  Department  of 
Education,  Lehigh  University,  and  was  attended  by  about  twenty 
teachers  of  various  grades.  A  close  study  of  Plato's  Republic  was 
made  under  this  able  and  scholarly  teacher. 

Visitation  and  Supervision.— In  the  visitation  of  schools  and  the 
supervision  of  methods  and  management  therein  by  supervisors  and 
superintendent  due  attention  was  given  the  correction  of  current 
errors  in  management  and  the  use  of  modern  methods  of  class  teach- 
ing. In  Banks  township  the  school  board  placed  its  schools  under 
close  supervision  bv  the  election  of  a  supervising  principal  of  schools, 
to  unify  and  give  definite  direction  to  the  work  of  all  the  schools  of 
the  district.  More  than  one-half  of  the  schools  of  the  county  are 
now  under  close  supervision.  The  value  of  this  supervision  was  in- 
creased by  the  profitable  discussion  of  many  problems  of  present 
concern  in  this  county  at  the  several  meetings  and  conferences  of  su- 
pervisors and  principals  during  the  year.  One  of  these  conferences 
was  conducted  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Dennison,  State  High  School  Inspector 
for  this  county  and  was  of  special  value  to  all  present. 

All  the  activities  of  the  year  were  marked  by  interest,  intelligence, 
and  diligence,  and  give  promise  of  better  results  to  come. 
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CENTKE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etters. 


No  radical  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  schools  of  Centre  county 
during  the  past  year,  but  I  may  properly  report  a  steady  advance 
in  efficiency  in  every  department.  But  while  we  claim  to  have  made 
some  measure  of  progress  yet  in  the  light  of  experience  and  observa- 
tion, we  readily  see  great  room  for  improvement. 

First:  There  should  be  a  minimum  professional  qualification  re- 
quired of  all  who  wish  to  teach  in  the  public  schools.  No  other  pro- 
fession admits  members  without  special  preparation  and  until  we 
have  a  law  requiring  such  preparation  on  the  part  of  teachers,  just 
that  long  will  we  experience  indifferent  teaching  in  the  schools  of 
our  State.  This,  I  feel,  is  a  matter  demanding  the  prompt  attention 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

Second:  Something  should  be  done  promptly  to  insure  a  more  gen- 
eral observance  of  the  attendance  law.  In  some  districts  this  law  is 
rigidly  enforced  but  in  places  there  seems  to  be  a  tendency  to  ignore 
the  matter  entirely.  With  this  condition,  one  thing  is  certain,  we 
are  not  preparing  for  proper  citizenship  when  young  people  are  per- 
mitted to  think  that  a  law  may  be  repeatedly  violated  without  serious 
consequences,  aside  from  the  natural  and  fearful  consequences  of 
growing  up  in  ignorance.  A  definite  clause  in  the  Code  concerning 
the  relation  of  State  aid  to  the  enforcement  of  the  attendance  law 
would  very  probably  insure  the  proper  corrective  effect.  This  plan, 
too,  would  help  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  no  one  person  in  a  com- 
munity can  violate  an  important  law  without  affecting  the  whole 
community. 

Third:  The  tuition  charge  for  non-resident  high-school  pupils  is, 
in  some  cases,  such  that  it  proves  burdensome  to  the  supporting  dis- 
trict. Instead  of  arriving  at  the  cost  as  the  law  directs,  by  finding 
the  sum  of  the  cost  of  tuition,  text  books  and  supplies,  and  from  this 
subtracting  the  high-school  appropriation,  and  then  dividing  in  turn 
by  the  number  of  months  in  the  school  term  and  by  the  whole  num- 
ber of  pupils  enrolled  for  the  year,  a  definite  charge  is  arbitrarily 
fixed.     This  is  a  matter  requiring  the  attention  of  the  State  Board. 

Fourth:  All  school  properties  should  be  made  neat  and  attrac- 
tive^— the  buildings  painted  (not  a  dull  red)  on  the  outside  and  suit- 
ably papered  and  painted  on  the  inside;  the  grounds  should  be 
properly  graded  and  made  into  lawn,  with  the  necessary  walks  laid 
in  concrete  or  brick,  and  a  few  carefully  selected  shade  trees  should 
border  the  sides  and  skirt  the  roadway  at  the  front. 


56 


PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


Children  should  not  be  permitted  to  have  the  thought  that  any 
sort  of  indifferent  surroundings  will  answer  for  their  school  life,  and 
thus  come  to  think  less  well  of  themselves  than  they  ought  to.  For 
too  often,  unfortunately,  this  idea  becomes  fixed  and  remains  a  harm- 
ful force  throughout  life  and  in  that  event  a  chief  purpose  of  the 
school  has  been  defeated,  since  the  school  aims  to  fit  the  child  not 
only  for  usefulness  but  for  better  and  more  complete  living. 

Fifth:     The  course  of  study  outlined  by  the  State  for  elementary 
schools  should  be  more  closely  followed  than  is  the  case  at  present. 
Many  teachers  are  unable  to  adapt  the  course  to  their  particular 
needs,  this  is  due  largely  to  a  lack  of  that  careful  study  of  the  out- 
line which  would  insure  familiarity  with  its  requirements.     This 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  assist  in  making  school  work  more 
effective  would  become  more  familiar  to  the  teacher  and  its  benefits 
would  be  more  fullv  appreciated,  if  the  teachers  in  each  district  were 
to  meet  once  a  month  to  compare  notes  on  the  ground  covered  dur- 
ing the  preceding  month  and  to  plan  the  work  for  the  coming  month, 
always  using  the  official  outline  as  the  basis.    Where  districts  are 
small,  two  or  more  districts  should  combine  in  this  monthly  meet- 
ino-     Then,  at  longer  intervals  a  wider  interchange  of  views  and  a 
more  general  statement  of  experiences  and  observations  could  be 
provided  for  in  the  local  institute  as  we  now  have  it.     School  boards 
could  provide  for  the  monthly  teachers-meeting  by  inserting  a  clause 
in   the   teachers'    contract   requiring   it.     A    compulsory    provision 
should  not  be  necessary  and,  indeed,  would  not  be,  if  it  were  not  that 
some  teachers  insist  that  they  are  not  paid  for   attending  these 
monthly  meetings.     The  fact  remains  that  they  are  paid  to  give  to 
their  several  schools  their  very  best  efforts  and  this  is  not  possible 
where  no  definite  plan  of  work  is  followed. 

The  high-schools  of  Philipsburg  and  State  College  will  open  the 
year  in  new  quarters.  These  were  provided  for,  in  the  former  dis- 
trict by  a  large  annex  to  the  present  building,  and  in  the  latter,  by 
the  erection  of  a  separate  building  on  a  fine  lot  apart  from  the  grade 
schools.  In  both  instances  every  effort  is  being  made  to  meet  the 
requirements  for  the  best  in  modern  conditions  and  facilities. 

The  County  Institute  and  the  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Associa- 
tion continue  to  be  leading  matters  of  educational  interest. 

The  Summer  School  for  Teachers  at  State  College  is  a  rapidly 
growing  institution.  A  goodly  number  of  the  teachersof  our  county 
attend  this  school,  each  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  number  will 
greatlv  increase  from  year  to  year.  _ 

In  conclusion,  mv  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  all  agencies  that  have 
contributed  to  the  betterment  of  our  schools  and  the  encouragement 
of  the  superintendent. 
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CHESTER  COUNTY— G.  W.  Moore. 


With  the  presentation  of  this,  the  fifteenth  annual  report,  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  ninth  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of 
Chester  county  ends.  Fifteen  years  ago,  in  accordance  with 
the  custom  and  the  policies  of  that  day,  thirty  examinations  for 
provisional  certificates  were  held  at  as  many  different  places  through- 
out the  county  for  about  four  hundred  forty-four  applicants.  For 
a  number  of  years  there  have  been  but  two  examinations  annually 
for  provisional  certificates — one  for  applicants  who  have  never  taught 
and  the  other  for  teachers  of  experience.  This  method  systematizes 
the  examinations  in  justice  to  all  and  it  has  been  entirely  satisfac- 
tory. At  the  last  annual  examinations  there  were  only  one  hundred 
fifteen  applicants  and  but  sixty-six  provisional  certificates  were  is- 
sued. During  the  past  year  only  fifty-six  teachers  actively  employed 
in  our  schools  held  provisional  certificates.  All  others  held  higher 
grade  certificates.  Only  five  professional  certificates  were  granted 
last  year  making  a  total  of  twenty-five  in  the  county  at  the  present 
time;  sixty-two  teachers  of  the  county  held  permanent  certificates, 
two  hundred  eighty-two  are  graduates  of  normal  schools  and  twenty- 
one  are  college  graduates.  Forty-eight  had  no  previous  experience. 
In  fifteen  years  high  schools  increased  from  nine  to  twenty-nine,  six 
of  which  are  first  grade,  five  second  grade  and  the  remainder  eigh- 
teen, third  grade  schools,  most  of  which  maintain  a  three  years' 
course.  All  should  do  so.  During  the  past  year  new  buildings  were 
erected  in  Easttown,  East  Fallowfield  and  Highland;  most  valuable 
additions  were  made  to  North  Berwyn  school  in  Tredyffrin  township 
while  the  play  ground  about  this  building  was  enlarged.  These 
buildings  were  erected  and  the  improvements  were  made  with  the 
approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  as  provided  in  the  School 
Code.  It  is  an  inspiration  to  step  into  such  wisely  constructed  build- 
ings. The  numerous  educational  meetings  held  in  the  early  years  of 
our  administration,  such  as  teachers'  associations,  meetings  of  the 
high  school  club,  teachers'  local  institutes  and  kindred  meetings 
have  been  superseded  by  sectional  meetings  held  during  institute 
week  where  teachers  are  grouped  according  to  the  character  of  their 
work,  and  under  special  instructors  discuss  the  problems  pertaining 
to  their  particular  departments  and  grades.  Parent  and  Teachers' 
Associations,  Home  and  School  Leagues,  Playground  Associations, 
Illustrated  Lectures  under  the  direction  of  the  Commercial  Museum, 
athletic  associations,  corn  clubs,  etc.,  constitute  reorganized  interests 
in  the  educational  movement  throughout  the  county.     One  local  in- 
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stitute  was  held  at  Gedarville,  East  Coventry  township,  March  21 
and  22.  The  subjects  of  agriculture,  domestic  science  and  the  elimi- 
nations in  school  programs  received  special  attention. 

The  fifty-eighth  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  begin- 
ning October  27th.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  Wil- 
liam A.  McKeever,  Dr.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg,  Miss  Grace  Pitman, 
Miss  Mae  E.  Schreiber,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Supt.  Wesley  Clifford, 
Prof   Jerry  March  and  Dr.  O.  H.  Benson.     The  institute  proved  to 
be  up  to  the  high  standard  of  Chester  county  institutes.     Directors 
Dav  proved  exceptionally  fine.     December  8th  the  annual  Convention 
of  School  Directors  was  held  at  West  Chester.     On  this  occasion  the 
Convention  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  the  United  States  Com- 
missioner of  Education,  P.  P.  Claxton,  who  along  with  Dr.  S    C. 
Schmucker  of  our  State  Normal  School  made  this  convention  one  long 

to  be  remembered. 

During  the  past  year  four  hundred  ninety-three  visits  were  made 
by  the  county  superintendent;  many  of  the  first  year  teachers  were 
visited  twice.  Twenty-two  educational  meetings  were  held  and  we 
also  attended  the  State  Educational  Association  held  at  Pittsburgh 
and  the  National  Association  of  Superintendents  at  Richmond,  Va 

In  laving  down  this  great  work  of  popular  education,  we  feel  while 
the  work  is  well  organized,  there  are  ever  present  opportunities  for 
progress  and  improvement,  it  is  our  judgment  that  the  nearest  and 
most  needful  steps  along  that  line  are  found  through  efficient  and 
well-paid  assistant  county  superintendents.  This  is  a  matter  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  legislature.  With  well  trained  and  competent 
assistants  we  have  the  right  to  expect  efficient  supervision. 

Thanking  the  good  people  of  Chester  county  for  their  support  dur- 
ing the  past  fifteen  years  of  service  for  the  people  and  their  children 
and  assuring  them  of  our  abiding  interest  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
county  I  turn  the  administration  over  to  the  hands  of  my  successor. 


CLARION  COUNTY— N.  E.  Heeter. 

The  school  work  in  Clarion  county  has  been  marked  during  the 
past  year  by  unusual  activity  along  certain  lines. 

Our  High  Schools. 
Approximately   five  hundred   pupils   were   enrolled   in   our   high 
schools.     All  of'the  third  grade  high  schools  are  maintaining  a  three 


No    6  CLARION  COUNTY.  59 

year's  course  of  study  as  recommended  by  the  high  school  inspect- 
ors New  Bethlehem  and  Clarion  each  adopted  a  four  year's  course 
added  extensively  to  their  physical  and  chemical  laboratory  and 
placed  the  third  teacher  in  the  high  school  faculty  in  order  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  department  of  education  for  a  first  grade 
high  school.  Both  boroughs  hope  to  classify  as  first  grade  schools 
during  the  coming  year. 

We  believe  that  the  three  year's  course  of  study  for  the  third  grade 
schools  is  one  of  the  most  beneficial  recommendations  that  has  come 
from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  since  it  gives  the  weaker 
schools  an  additional  year  to  complete  the  work  and  also  gives  some 
time  to  review  the  common  branches,  which  is  very  necessary  in  the 
small  high  schools.  It  also  keeps  three  distinct  classes  in  the  high 
school,  which  aids  many  of  our  schools  to  maintain  the  required  aver- 
age attendance  of  twelve  pupils.  It  gives  an  extra  years'  training  to 
the  pupils  at  a  very  nominal  cost  to  the  district.  In  fact  the  third 
year  in  this  arrangement  costs  the  district  only  the  amount  of  the 
supplies  for  the  third  year's  work.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the 
high  school  inspectors  for  this  arrangement. 

Teacher  and  Directors'  Meetings. 

We  succeeded  last  year  in  having  two  thirds  of  our  districts  or- 
ganize and  hold  monthly  meetings.  This  arrangement  proves  to 
be  of  invaluable  aid  both  to  the  teacher  and  the  director,  since  it 
brings  both  teachers  and  directors  together  once  a  month  to  discuss 
problems  of  vital  interest  to  the  schools.  These  organizations  also 
arrange  for  open  educational  meetings  in  which  all  the  factors  of  the 
community  are  represented.  Teachers,  directors,  parents  and  pupils 
come  together  in  these  meetings  and  engender  a  spirit  of  co-operation 
and  foster  educational  sentiment. 

Home  and  School  Associations. 

Two  home  and  school  associations  were  organized  in  the  county 
last  year.  Their  functions  are  to  make  necessary  improvements  on 
school  grounds  and  buildings,  supply  needed  apparatus,  unite  home 
and  school  more  closely,  and  create  healthy  educational  sentiment  in 
the  community.  The  work  of  both  organizations  has  been  invaluable 
to  their  respective  communities  and  it  is  our  intention  to  urge  this 
method  of  school  improvement  upon  other  communities. ' 

Official  Communications. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  seven  county  papers,  the  county 
superintendent  has  been  permitted  to  publish  through  their  columns 
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without  cost,  letters  to  the  teachers,  directors  and  parents.  In  these 
letters  we  suggest  matter  and  method  to  the  teachers,  outline  our 
various  contests,  suggest  needed  improvements  to  the  directors  and 
aim  to  create  general  interest  in  education.  It  is  the  county  super- 
intendent's best  method  of  supervising  three  or  four  hundred  rural 
schools  at  long  range  and  the  results  have  been  exceptionally  en- 
couraging. 

Reading  Contest. 

Our  most  novel  move  last  year  was  in  conducting  a  county  wide 
reading  contest.  Following  is  the  general  letter  sent  to  teachers, 
directors,  parents  and  pupils  through  the  county  papers  and  the  con- 
ditions of  the  contest: 

Reading  Contest  for  Clarion  County  Public  School  Children. 

Reading  good  literature  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  habits  that  can 
be  formed  by  any  boy  or  girl.  The  reading  habit  is  like  most  other 
habits.  It  must  be  formed  during  the  plastic  years  of  the  child's 
life  or  it  will  likely  never  be  formed  at  all.  The  boy  or  the  girl  who 
does  not  form  the  reading  habit  before  he  or  she  arrives  at  the  age 
of  twenty  will  possibly  never  form  it  at  all  and  will  lose  one  of  the 
most  potent  influences  in  shaping  and  molding  character  and  in  de- 
veloping personality^ 

It  is  an  awful  thing  to  live  in  this  age  without  the  reading  habit. 
Without  it  life  is  so  narrow,  so  limited,  so  local.  Without  the  read- 
ing habit  one's  intellectual  horizon  may  be  only  a  township  or  a 
county.  It  will  just  include  the  life  and  interests  of  the  immediate 
community  in  which  he  lives.  But  develop  in  the  boy  a  taste  for 
good  literature  and  his  intellectual  horizon  is  broadened  until  it  in- 
cludes the  whole  earth  with  all  its  manifold  interests  and  activities. 
He  at  once  falls  heir  to  the  great  treasures  of  science  and  literature. 
The  entire  experience  of  the  race  is  his,  as  found  in  the  archives  or 
history.  Time  and  space  are  annihilated  and  he  can  sit  down  with 
Shakespeare,  Dante,  Homer  and  all  the  rest.  He  at  once  becomes  the 
companion  of  the  great  of  all  ages  and  in  all  climes.  The  thoughts 
of  the  greatest  men  and  women  who  have  ever  lived  are  now  his  and 
he  is  all  the  time  getting  language  forms  of  the  master  writers. 
What  a  heritage  this  is;  what  a  blessing  to  the  boy  and  the  girl 
who  have  developed  a  taste  and  a  desire  for  good  literature!  What 
a  condemnation  must  fall  upon  the  teacher  and  the  parent  who  fail  to 
develop  in  their  pupils  and  children  this  reading  habit! 

The  only  way  to  develop  the  reading  habit  in  children  and  to  foster 
a  desire  for  good  books  is  to  begin  in  the  early  grades  and  saturate 
them  with  the  best  that  is  written  all  through  the  grades.  They  may 
not  like  it  at  first  but  gradually  the  taste  for  the  finer  things  of 
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life  as  they  are  revealed  in  literature  will  grow  upon  them  and  they 
will  begin  to  revel  in  Hiawatha,  Adventures  of  a  Brownie,  Tangle 

Wood  Tales,  etc. 

To  aid  teachers  and  parents  in  this  line  of  work  this  year  we  are 
going  to  organize  a  county  contest  in  reading.  We  are  going  to  give 
a  beautiful  certificate  of  award  to  every  pupil  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  connty  who  will  read  three  or  more  of  the  books  mentioned  in 
L  Course  of  Study  for  Elementary  Schools  of  the  State.  The  book 
must  be  read  during  the  present  term  under  the  direction  of  pupil  s 
teacher  and  parent.  This  certificate  will  contain  the  names  of  the 
books  the  pupil  has  read  and  will  be  signed  by  his  teacher  and  by 
the  county  superintendent  . 

We  are  also  going  to  have  an  honor  roll  of  schools.     This  will  in- 
clude all  schools  in  which  every  pupil  enrolled  for  five  months  or 
more  has  read  three  of  the  books  according  to  the  conditions  men- 
tioned above.     It  will  also  contain  the  name  of  the  teacher  who  taught 
each  school.     The  teacher  who  can  accomplish  this  is  worthy  of  com- 
mendation and  we  shall  publish  a  list  of  all  teachers  who  are  aWe 
to  accomplish  it,  so  that  the  public  may  know  who  they  are.    We 
shall  also  publish  an  honor  list  of  the  school  districts.     The  district 
that  reports  the  largest  percentage  of  pupils  enrolled  for  five  months 
or  more  to  have  read  three  or  more  books  according  to  the  conditions 
mentioned  above  will  take  first  rank,  the  second  best  second  rank, 
and  so  on.     This  will  give  the  teacher  an  opportunity  to  show  his  in- 
dividual work  along  this  line  and  it  will  give  the  districts  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  concerted  move  in  their  schools  to  accomplish  the 
best  results.     This  is  a  three  fold  contest.     It  gives  each  pupil  some- 
thin-  to  work  for,  each  teacher  something  to  work  for,  and  each 
district  something.     The  whole  county  will  await  the  results  with 

That  the  contest  was  successful  is  shown  from  the  reports  of  the 
teachers  at  the  close  of  school.  Five  thousand  reading  certificates 
were  issued  This  means  that  sixty-five  per  cent,  of  all  the  children 
enrolled  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county  last  year  read  at  least 
three  of  the  books  listed  for  their  grade  in  the  state  course  of  study 
and  that  approximately  three  thousand  books  were  added  to  the  pub- 
lic school  libraries.  In,  a  few  cases  the  school  board  bought  the 
books  for  the  contest  but  in  most  cases  the  teachers  by  holding  some 
sort  of  a  pay  social  raised  the  money.  Eight  teachers  in  Limestone 
township  raised  $230.02.  Many  of  the  rural  teachers  raised  as  much 
as  $50.00,  and  invested  the  money  in  books  and  apparatus. 

Social  Center  Work. 
We  made  a  special  effort  last  year  to  increase  the  use  of  the  school 
plant  to  the  community.    We  recommended  that  each  teacher  make 
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an  effort  to  have  one  community  meeting  in  the  school  house  during 
each  week  and  suggested  the  following  program  for  this  work: 


Spelling  Bee, 

Local  History  Evening, 

Good  Koads  Evening, 

Harvest  Home  Program, 

Health  Night, 

Story  Life  of  Great  Men, 

Travel  Program, 

Musical  Program, 

Indian  Night, 

Dramatic  Program, 

Halloween  Social, 

Pennsylvania's  Natural  Resources, 

Farmers'  Evening, 

Library  Day  Program, 


Spring  Arbor  and  Bird  Day  Pro- 
gram, 
Clean-Up-Beautify  Day, 
Peace  Program, 

Washington's  Birthday  Program, 
Lincoln's  Birthday  Program, 
Columbus  Day  Program, 
Corn  and  Potato  Night, 
Domestic  Science  Night, 
School  Improvement  Night, 
Mother's  Night, 
Temperance  Program, 
School  Directors'  Night, 
Christmas  Entertainment, 
Patrons  Day  Program. 


We  encountered  some  difficulty  because  of  some  of  the  school- 
boards'  opposition  to  the  use  of  the  school  plant  for  anything  but 
strictly  school  purposes  but  many  of  the  teachers  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing this  a  very  important  part  of  her  school's  work  during  the  year. 


A  County  High  School  Literary  Contest. 

We  give  below  our  scheme  for  a  High  School  Literary  Contest, 
which  may  be  of  some  interest  to  other  superintendents.  This  con- 
test proved  to  be  extremely  interesting  and  helpful  to  the  schools 
which  participated  in  it.  We  believe  that  something  similar  will  be 
helpful  to  the  schools  of  any  county. 

The  following  scheme  is  suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the 
High  School  Association  during  their  meeting  at  the  County  Insti- 
tute. I  feel  sure  that  the  benefits  derived  from  the  meeting  of  Strat- 
tonville  and  Highland  township  high  schools  last  year  in  a  similar 
contest,  justify  the  consideration  of  this  plan  or  some  similar  one. 

The  scheme  is  to  divide  the  high  schools  of  the  county  into  two 
teams  as  equally  balanced  as  possible,  and  by  a  series  of  contests  be- 
tween two  high  schools,  one  from  each  team,  the  two  teams  will 
struggle  for  county  supremacy.  The  High  School  Association  shall 
determine  the  program  for  the  contest  and  the  number  of  points  each 
part  in  the  program  shall  count  for  the  high  school  that  wins  it, 
and  for  the  team.  A  prize  may  be  offered  for  the  high  school  that 
wins  the  greatest  number  of  points  for  its  team.  This  gives  each 
high  school  two  objective  points  to  work  for:  first,  to  win  over  its  com- 
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peting  high  school,  and  second,  to  turn  in  as  many  points  to  its 

'"  tTe  tries  of  contests  are  over,  the  two  teams  could  meet  in 
a  final  contest,  having  one  representative  from  each  high  sc *«,! ea- 
ter. The  points  won  by  each  team  in  tins  contest  could  be  added  to 
those  won  in  the  series  of  contests  and  the  winning  team  could  be 
let  iidned.  Various  awards  may  be  offered  for  merit  in  the  con- 
tST  A  scholarship  may  be  found  for  the  one  who  makes  the  best 
record  in  the  county  contest.  . 

The  expenses  of  each  high  school  should  be  paid  from  ■*>"-"> 
charged  at  the  door.  The  High  School  Association  can  plan  all  the 
deaTls  if  the  plan  is  adopted.  We- would  suggest  the  following 
combination  for'the  teams.  Two  things  are  considered  in  this  make 
up-tke  intellectual  strength  of  the  opposing  schools  and  the  loca 

tion. 

Team. 
Team. 

Clarion  versus  New  Bethlehem. 

Edenburg  versus  St.  Petersburg. 

Kimersburg  versus  East  Brady. 

Callensburg  versus  Sligo. 

Hawthorn  versus  Porter  Township. 

Salem  Township  versus  Foxburg. 

Millcreek  Township  versus  Highland  Township. 

Strattonville  versus  Shippensville. 

Our  Corn  and  Tomato  Clubs. 

This  vear  we  have  about  one  hundred  boys  enrolled  in  a  corn  grow- 
ing contest  and  seventy-five  girls  enlisted  in  a  tomato  growing  and 
canning  contest. 

Educational  Meetings. 

As  usual  the  county  institute  was  the  big  educational  event  of  the 
year  All  of  our  teachers  but  one  were  in  attendance.  The  day  in- 
structors included  Mrs.  Mitchell  of  Drake  University,  Iowa,  Dr.  M. 
P  Shawkey,  State  Supt.  West  Virginia,  Dr.  W.  Y.  Welch,  Clarmn 
State  Normal,  Dr.  John  Ballentine.  Clarion  State  Normal  and  Mer- 
rill Smith,  music.     Mrs.  Edith  Harris  Scott,  of  Pittsburgh  acted  as 

^The^nln^anTactions  were:  The  Bulah  Buck  Quartett  and  Header, 
Glenn  Frank,  White  Musical  Review  and  Victor  Murdock. 
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CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— W.  E.  Tobias. 


The  schools  of  Clearfield  county  have  had  a  very  successful  year. 
The  teachers  with  a  very  few  exceptions  have  done  good  faithful 
and  conscientious  work.  We  are  proud  of  our  corps  of  teachers  and 
believe  they  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  rural  county  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  We  have  been  endeavoring  to  make  the 
work  uniform  throughout  the  county  and  have  been  adhering  as 
closely  as  possible  to  the  State  Course  of  Study.  The  result  has 
been  that  we  are  having  a  greater  number  of  pupils  completing  the 
eighth  grade  course  and  entering  the  high  schools  each  year.  The 
increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  different  high  schools  of  the 
county  was  quite  noticeable.  Each  of  the  sixteen  high  schools  grad- 
uated classes  this  year.  We  are  well  pleased  with  the  work  our 
high  schools  are  doing.     Every  one  has  done  exceptionally  good  work. 

The  people  of  the  county  are  realizing  the  value  of  these  schools 
and  are  supporting  them  loyally. 

We  made  510  school  visits  during  the  year.  On  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  roads  during  the  winter  it  was  impossible  to  visit 
all  the  schools.  These  visits  must  necessarily  be  very  short.  It  is 
impossible  to  average  more  than  one  hour  in  each  school.  Yet  even 
in  a  visit  of  this  length  it  is  possible  for  a  superintendent  to  do  a 
great  deal  in  the  way  of  encouraging  and  enthusing  the  teacher  and 
the  pupils. 

We  had  a  greater  number  of  college  and  normal  graduates  teach- 
ing in  the  county  than  ever  before.  School  boards  are  realizing  that 
it  pays  to  employ  teachers  who  are  thoroughly  prepared. 

Five  new  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  One  two 
room  building  and  four  one  room  buildings.  These  are  well  built 
structures  and  are  a  credit  to  the  districts.  A  great  deal  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  improving  school  grounds  and  buildings.  We 
made  a  special  effort  to  stir  up  the  people  along  this  line.  While  the 
improvements  were  not  as  great  as  they  should  have  been  yet  we  feel 
that  something  has  been  accomplished  and  that  the  good  work  will 
continue. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  December  15-19.  It  was 
the  best  attended  and  most  successful  meeting  that  we  have  ever  held. 
More  than  1)8%  of  the  teachers  were  present.  More  than  100  direct- 
ors of  the  county  were  in  attendance.  The  Directors'  Convention 
was  held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  the  same  week.  The  corps 
of  instructors  was  as  follows : 
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Dr  A  E  Winship,  Boston,  Mass.;  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Stetson 
University;  De  Land,  Florida;  W.  S.  Diffenbaugh,  U.  S.  Dept.  of 
Education,  Washington,  D.  C;  Prof.  C.  P.  Zaner,  Columbus,  Ohio.; 
Prof   J   W  Yoder,  Huntingdon,  conducted  the  music. 

Eight  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 
We  attended  all  but  one  of  these.  The  discussions  were  made  just  as 
informal  as  possible  so  as  to  benefit  the  inexperienced  teachers. 
Problems  bearing  on  the  work  of  the  one  room  country  school  were 
thoroughly  discussed  at  each  of  these  meetings.  While  some  con- 
demn the  "local  institute  and  think  it  has  served  its  day  of  usefulness 
yet  we  believe  these  institutes  are  or  should  be  more  helpful  to  the 
beginner  than  the  Annual  County  Institute. 

Is  a  whole  the  work  of  the  school  year  of  1913-14  has  been  very 

satisfactory. 

In  concluding  this  my  last  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  the  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons  of  the 
schools  of  Clearfield  county  and  all  other  persons  who  have  assisted 
in  making  the  school  work  of  Clearfield  county  pleasant  and  profit- 
able during  the  nine  years  of  our  superintendency. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey. 


The  year  closed  lias  been  one  of  marked  advancement  in  educa- 
tional affairs.  There  has  been  a  general  awakening  in  every  depart- 
ment of  school  activity.  Directors  are  exercising  greater  care  in  the 
selection  of  teachers  and  they  are  giving  more  attention  to  the  im- 
provement of  school  property. 

The  introduction  of  medical  inspection  and  school  sanitation  has 
done  much  to  improve  the  physical  condition  of  school  children. 
Public  sentiment  has  been  aroused  for  better  school  buildings  and 
better  prepared  teachers.  Those  teachers  who  have  expended  a  part 
of  the  summer  vacation  in  summer  normals,  or  have  taken  courses  in 
colleges  and  universities  have  been  given  the  preference  in  selection 

of  teachers. 

Parents  are  learning  to  appreciate  the  value  of  high  school  train- 
ing for  their  children.  While  many  have  had  to  travel  for  several 
miles  to  reach  the  nearest  high  school,  yet  they  ere  willing  to  make 
the  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  an  education.     It  is  to  be  regretted  that 

5—6—1914 


66  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

State  funds  have  not  been  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  non-high  school 
districts  for  the  money  expended  on  high  school  pupils.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  future  appropriations  made  by  the  State  will  take  care 
of  this  item  of  expense. 

The  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  continues  to  be  the  fore- 
most educational  event  of  the  year.  Every  teacher  of  the  county  and 
city  was  present  last  institute.  Since  we  have  changed  the  date  of 
holding  the  institute  from  mid-winter  to  the  second  week  of  Novem- 
ber we  have  had  full  attendance  of  teachers  and  a  larger  attend- 
ance of  citizens  who  could  not  leave  their  stores  when  institutes  was 
held  the  week  before  Christmas. 

Clinton  county  has  170  teachers ;  137  are  ladies,  33  are  gentlemen. 
80  of  our  number  are  graduates  of  normal  school,  12  hold  permanent 
certificates,  10  hold  professional  certificates  and  38  hold  provisional 
certificates.  Of  the  total  number  of  teachers  118  graduated  from 
high  schools.  During  the  summer  vacation  of  1913  there  were  63  of 
the  teachers  attending  summer  sessions  of  colleges  and  normal 
schools. 

The  county  has  10  high  schools  each  with  a  three  year  course  of 
study.     Eight  of  these  schools  graduated  classes  this  spring. 

The  increased  attendance  and  enthusiasm  of  the  local  institutes 
held  during  the  school  term  is  another  healthy  sign  of  educational 
activity.  We  have  the  county  sub-divided  into  seven  districts  for 
local  institute  work,  which  gives  the  teachers  an  opportunity  to  at- 
tend in  some  particular  section. 

The  literary  societies,  debating  clubs  and  school  socials  of  the 
country  districts  are  doing  excellent  work  in  stirring  school  senti- 
ment. 

Fire  destroyed  a  large  frame  school  building  in  Flemington  on 
Friday,  February  13,  1914.  It  was  a  total  loss  in  everything  of 
school  property.  Within  10  days  the  directors  secured  rooms  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  bought  books  and  furniture  and  re- 
opened the  schools.  The  directors  are  now  erecting  a  fine  six-roomed 
structure  of  modern  architecture  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the  borough 
of  Flemington. 

During  the  year  over  $1200  was  raised  by  the  different  schools  of  the 
county  with  which  to  increase  their  library  collection  and  purchase 
maps,  charts,  globes  and  pictures. 

The  annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  January  15,  1914. 
There  were  115  directors  present  out  of  a  total  of  140.  The  weather 
was  bitter  cold  during  the  week,  which  prevented  many  from  get- 
ting here. 

The  instructors  for  day  sessions  of  the  county  institute  were  Dr. 
S.  "R.  Shear  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ;  Miss  Cora  Mel  Patten  of 
Chicago,  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder  of  Juniata  College.     Miss  Edna  D. 
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Rich  presided  at  the  piano.     Evening  entertainments:  John  B.  Ratto, 
The  Hussar  Male  Quarter,  Miss  Cora  Mel  Patten,  Lincoln  McConnell. 

During  the  year  we  made  415  visits  to  the  schools  and  attended 
every  local  institute  and  all  of  the  commencements  of  the  county. 

In  closing  we  want  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  of 
our  teachers,  the  support  of  the  public  and  the  press  and  the  advice 
given  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
3  The  directors  of  the  county  deserve  special  credit  for  the  support 
given  the  cause  of  education  and  encouragement  given  teachers  m 
their  work.  We  close  with  our  best  wishes  for  the  schools  of  Clinton 
county. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Evans. 


In  reviewing  educational  conditions  in  this  county  during  the  past 
year,  I  am  glad  to  report  that  there  are  many  evidences  of  progress. 
The  professional  spirit  of  our  teachers  is  most  wholesome.  We  have 
very  few  whose  chief  concern  is  their  salary  and  as  a  rule  they  are  at- 
tending and  taking  an  active  part  in  our  educational  meetings.  ^  Most 
of  them  read  professional  books  and  magazines  at  least  a  third  at- 
tended special  schools  during  the  summer  to  better  prepare  them- 
selves. Although  they  are  required  to  do  far  more  work  than  ever, 
no  complaint  is  ever  heard;  in  short,  our  teachers  are  keenly  conscious 
of  their  responsibility  and  opportunity  and  are  doing  their  best  to  be 
worthy  of  the  profession. 

Our  directors  too  deserve  commendation.  As  a  class  they  are  im- 
proving in  efficiency.  It  is  true  that  some  do  not  always  direct 
wisely  for  the  children,  but  the  number  of  these  is  fast  decreasing. 
Our  directors  exercise  more  care  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  take 
more  pride  in  their  buildings,  look  more  carefully  after  books  and 
supplies  and  show  a  better  spirit  than  ever  before. 

The  number  of  complaints  that  come  to  a  Superintendent  is  a  fair 
indication  of  school  conditions.  This  has  been  our  best  year  in  this 
respect.  There  were  but  few  cases  where  serious  problems  arose  to 
impair  the  school  work  and  annoy  the  authorities. 

Sanitary  conditions  are  gradually  improving,  although  only  a  few 
of  our  people  realize  the  grave  responsibility  of  the  schools  to  safe- 
guard the  health  of  the  children.  Modern  heating  and  ventilating 
systems  were  installed  in  several  schools  with  a  remarkable  decrease 
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in  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a  school  in  this  county  that  still  employs  the  public  drinking  cup, 
although  the  individual  cups  used  are  often  most  unsanitary.  The 
colors  of  side  walls  and  ceilings  are  selected  with  reference  to  the 
health  of  the  children's  eyes ;  more  light  has  been  supplied  in  several 
buildings;  as  a  rule  our  school  houses  are  kept  painted  and  repaired. 

West  Berwick  built  a  most  modern  and  well  planned  eight  room 
high  school  to  accommodate  its  rapidly  increasing  school  population. 
It  was  fittingly  dedicated  in  March  when  the  State  Superintendent 
was  present.  This  town  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
place  in  this  county  with  a  real  community  center.  This  building 
is  equipped  with  a  splendid  auditorium  designed  primarily  to  be 
used  as  a  meeting  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  Perhaps 
the  most  pressing  need  now  with  us  is  just  such  a  public  meeting 
place  in  each  center  of  population. 

The  7th  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of 
November  17th.  The  instructors  were,  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  William  A. 
McKeever,  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Byron  W.  King,  Rose  M.  Fetterolf,  L.  H. 
Dennis,  Charles  P.  Zehner,  and  O.  H.  Yetter.  The  lecture  course 
consisted  of  the  Gwent  Glee  Society,  Hon  Francis  Lybarger,  King's 
Dramatic  Club  and  Dr.  William  R.  Brooks. 

A  meeting  of  the  directors  was  held  during  Thursday  of  the  insti- 
tute. It  was  well  attended  and  a  lively  interest  was  manifest.  The 
regular  annual  convention  of  the  directors  was  held  March  14th.  Dr. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer  and  Deputy  Reed  B.  Teitrick  each  gave  two  very 
helpful  addresses.  The  other  speakers  were  Dr.  Waller,  James  E. 
Smith,  H.  J.  Traub,  J.  C.  Creveling,  J.  H.  Sitler,  William  C.  Hosier 
and  James  C.  Brown.  Prof.  G.  E.  Wilbur  was  the  toast  master  at 
the  annual  banquet  which  was  well  attended  by  teachers  and  direct- 
ors, many  of  whom  were  accompanied  by  their  wives. 

The  idea  of  an  annual  educational  banquet  is  becoming  well  es- 
tablished in  the  districts  of  this  county.  Alumni  banquets  were  held 
in  twenty  districts.  We  believe  that  these  pleasant  gatherings  ac- 
complish more  in  the  way  of  creating  the  proper  attitude  toward  the 
public  schools  than  anything  we  have  yet  devised.  In  some  of  the 
districts  the  food  was  prepared  and  served  by  the  pupils  themselves. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  twenty-three  of  the  districts.  Dr. 
King  accompanied  me  to  nearly  all  of  them  and  did  excellent  service. 
A  district  corn  and  apple  show  was  held  in  connection  with  each, 
while  at  several  there  was  exhibited  samples  of  cooking,  baking,  sew- 
ing and  hand  work  executed  by  the  pupils. 

We  found  it  very  difficult  to  secure  judges  for  the  corn  and  apple 
contests  in  the  district.  State  College  sent  us  a  man  for  most  of 
the  places.  The  county  contest  was  held  in  connection  with  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  our  Agricultural  Association,  when  E.  K.  Hibshman 
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was  present  as  judge.  The  Farmer's  Bank  Gold  Medal  for  selecting 
the  best  corn  was  awarded  to  Eudella  Kline,  a  pupil  m  the  Chestnut 
Grove  school  of  Greenwood  township. 

In  connection  with  our  local  meetings  we  held  a  district  speaking 
contest  which  proved  to  be  a  very  interesting  feature.     The  poems 
studied  during  the  year  were  rendered  in  such  a  manner  as  to  in- 
dicate a  real  literary  awakening  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  and  their 
pupils.     Dr.  King  was  the  judge.     The  winners  in  these  district  con- 
tests were  permitted  to  enter  the  county  contest  in  April,  when  one 
of  the  most  notable  meetings  we  have  ever  held  took  place.     Bethia 
Helwig  and  Lucie  Rhoads  of  the  Newlin  school,  Locust  township, 
won  the  medals  for  the  first  and  second  and  the  third  and  fourth 
grades  respectively;  Blanche  GUI  of  the  Fernville  school  in ^  Hemlock 
won  the  fifth  and  sixth  grade  medal  and  Annie  Beaver  of  the  Mi  - 
flinville  grammer  school  won  the  seventh  and  eighth  grade  medal. 
These  medals  were  of  solid  gold  and  were  given  by  Dr.  King 

During  the  year  we  introduced  a  new  county  course  of  study  pre- 
pared  by  the  superintendent  with  the  assistance  of  our  leading  teach- 
ers It  is  based  on  the  State  course  and  so  arranged  as  to  adapt  it- 
self to  the  course  we  had  been  following,  and  to  meet  local  conditions 

as  far  as  possible. 

In  conclusion  we  desire  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  State  De- 
partment for  their  helpfulness  and  to  the  local  press  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  educational  matters  have  been  presented  to  the 
public. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— P.  D.  Blair. 


We  are  pleased  to  state  that  the  work  of  improving  school  build- 
ings, grounds,  etc.,  is  being  continued  by  directors,  teachers,  and 
schools.  During  the  past  year  at  least  18  buildings  were  newly 
painted,  at  least  65  rooms  were  papered,  calcimined  or  painted.  New 
furniture  was  placed  in  at  least  11  rooms  and  not  less  than  35  new 
furnaces  or  stoves  and  82  new  sanitary  drinking  water  fountains 
were  put  in.  At  least  three  school  grounds  were  drained  and  graded 
and  20  trees  set  out.  New  dictionaries,  globes  and  apparatus  were 
added  to  the  equipment  in  various  places.  At  least  36  schools  were 
furnished  transportation. 
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In  addition  to  this  many  teachers  and  their  schools  have  done  much 
toward  the  improvement  of  their  school  surroundings.  We  mention 
one  instance,  that  of  Blooming  Valley.  Last  year,  Mr.  J.  W.  Heard, 
who  was  president  of  the  Count}'  Directors'  Association,  and  for 
many  years  secretary  of  the  boro  school  board,  donated  to  the  school 
the  apples  in  his  orchards.  The  high  school  pupils  gathered  the  ap- 
ples and  marketed  part  of  them  while  the  girls  made  part  of  them 
into  jelly  which  was  sold  and  the  proceeds  was  used  to  purchase  a 
fine  school  library.  The  boys  built  a  set  of  fine  cement  steps  in 
front  of  the  building.  The  building  was  renovated  and  refurnished. 
The  pupils  made  fine  crayola  drawings,  mounted  and  framed  them 
and  used  them  to  decorate  the  walls.  This  year  the  boys  built  a 
fish  pond  which  was  stocked  from  the  State  Fisheries.  The  girls 
worked  at  domestic  science  sold  the  articles  made  and  bought  ap- 
paratus for  the  school.  Tt  might  be  added  that  three  township 
schools  have  been  closed  and  the  pupils  are  transported  to  the 
Blooming  Valley  schools  and  another  teacher  is  employed  there. 
The  school  is  greatly  improved  and  the  high  school  is  first  class  if 
not  first  grade. 

Considerable  interest  in  the  study  of  agriculture  is  manifest. 
Many  of  the  township  boards  are  requiring  it  taught  in  the  elementary 
schools  as  well  as  in  the  high  schools.  In  February  Prof.  L.  H.  Den- 
nis made  a  visit  to  the  county  and  the  advisability  of  establishing 
an  agricultural  high  school  as  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple in  various  parts  of  the  county.  Finally  the  Cambridge  Springs 
School  Board  having  received  assurances  of  support  and  encourage- 
ment from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Grange,  school  boards  of 
surrounding  districts  and  other  organizations,  decided  to  make  ap- 
plication for  permission  to  establish  an  agricultural  high  school  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  Vocational  Act  of  1913.  After  investiga- 
tion the  application  was  approved  by  your  Department.  Rooms  for 
the  school  have  been  secured  and  furnished  and  an  expert  instructor 
has  been  engaged.  We  hope  this  school  will  prove  a  valuable  addi- 
tion to  the  agricultural  and  educational  interests  of  the  people  of 
the  county. 

The  plan  of  having  farm  contests  among  the  boys  and  girls  of 
the  county  was  presented  to  the  people  and  nearly  $200.00  was  sub- 
scribed for  prizes.  Several  hundred  boys  and  girls  have  enrolled  in 
corn,  potato,  aster,  squash  and  chicken  raising  contests  and  while  it 
has  been  impossible  for  us  to  do  the  work  that  should  have  been 
done  in  following  up  the  work  of  these  boys  and  girls  we  have  reason 
to  think  that  the  result  will  be  beneficial. 

Seventeen  examinations  for  teachers'  certificates  were  held  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  county  and  310  candidates  took  the  examinations. 
One  hundred  and  eighty-six  provisional  and  20  professional  certifi- 
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cates  were  granted.    The  rest  of  the  candidates  were  rejected  to  make 
further  preparation.  m 

\mong  the  teachers  employed  in  our  schools  during  the  year  15 
held  college  certificates,  130  normal  school  certificates  or  diplomas 
124  provisional  certificates  and  the  remaining    122    teachers    held 
either  county  or  State  permanent  or  professional  certificates.  Fifty- 
five  or  a  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  teachers  had  had  no  previ- 

ous  experience.  „    , 

The  superintendent  made  398  official  visits  calling  at  each  of  the 
schools  at  least  once  and  in  doing  so  traveled  at  least  3,000  miles. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  Decem- 
ber 29  and  did  not  fall  below  the  high  standard  set  last  year.  The 
instructors  were:  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley  Dr.  E.  E. 
Sparks  Dr.  William  A.  McKeever,  Principal  Frank  E.  Baker  and 
Prof  Thomas  L.  Gibson.  The  evening  numbers  were:  concerts,  the 
Cathedral  Choir  and  the  Barnard  Orchestra,  and  lectures  by  Dr. 
Hulley  and  Dr.  McKeever.  Very  nearly  all  of  the  teachers  were 
present  and  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  manifested  were  very  satis- 
factory indeed. 

The  third  annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  January  1. 
The  record  attendance  of  last  year  was  maintained  and  a  good  meet- 
ino-  was  held.  Dr.  S.  J.  Dickey,  of  Blooming  Valley,  was  elected 
president;  Mr.  A.  N.  Griggs,  of  Randolph,  secretary;  Mr.  Rune 
Douglass,  of  Woodcock,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Edward  Watson,  of  Sum- 
merhill,  auditor  of  the  institute  accounts. 

Durin-  the  school  year  three  important  meetings  of  the  High 
School  Principals'  Association  were  held.  At  the  first  of  which  Dr. 
Thomas  S.  March,  State  Inspector  for  this  district,  was  present  and 
made  an  address  on  -Scientific  Methods."  Dr.  March  visited  each 
of  our  high  schools  in  October.  One  more  of  the  high  schools,  Beaver 
Ind.,  was  made  to  meet  the  requirements  for  classification  and 
a  few  others  were  advanced  a  grade  in  classification. 

On  February  20th  or  some  more  convenient  date  Patrons'  Day  was 
quite  generallv  observed  in  our  schools. 

During  a  part  of  the  year  two  of  the  illustrated  lectures  from  the 
Philadelphia  Museums  were  kept  in  the  county  and  used  in  the 
schools.     About  twenty  schools  made  use  of  the  lectures  and  others 

wished  to  have  them. 

On  January  31st  and  February  28th  Teachers'  Progress  Meetings 

were  held  throughout  the  county. 

A  class  of  506  eighth  grade  pupils  took  the  final  examinations  on 
April  4th  or  May  9th.  Of  this  number  327  were  awarded  elementary 
school  diplomas  and   a   large  proportion   of   them  will   enter  high 

school  in  the  fall. 
We  realize  more  and  more  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  work 
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to  be  done  and  are  glad  for  the  opportunity  to  continue  in  it.    We 
are  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  State  Department  and  all  others 

who  assist  in  the  work. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  usual  activity  and 
progress.  It  was  characterized  by  no  special  innovations  although 
a  few  features  new  to  the  county  were  attempted  with  creditable  re- 
sults; these  had  to  do  with  what  we  believe  to  be  fundamental  in 
education.  Thoroughness  in  the  common  branches, — the  real  tools, 
is  the  first  essential,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  needful  results  we 
must  bring  to  bear  our  best  teaching,  our  best  supervision  and  our 
best  efforts  in  every  way.  The  so-called  new  in  education  domi- 
nates our  educational  platforms  and  school  journals  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  there  is  danger  of  our  neglecting  "first  things."  While  I 
agree  that  many  of  the  new  things  are  needful  and  helpful,  yet  they 
are  secondary,  and  must  be  built  on  a  solid  foundation.  We  have 
been  trying  to  take  care  of  the  foundation  and  at  the  same  time 
weave  into  the  structure  what  is  fitting  and  strengthening  to  the 
whole  fabric.  Without  feeling  that  we  are  antiquated  in  our  con- 
ception of  educational  values,  we  have  concentrated  our  efforts  pri- 
marily upon  the  tools  of  attainment  believing  that  all  other  things 
can  be  added  at  the  proper  time  and  place  in  school  advancement. 

There  has  been  a  unity  of  effort  on  the  part  of  all  educational 
forces  during  the  year.  The  young  people  coming  into  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching  are  better  prepared  scholastically  and  professionally. 
Our  high  schools,  normal  schools  and  colleges  are  supplying  our 
teachers  almost  exclusively;  therefore,  they  are  subjected  to  better 
teaching,  given  a  broader  training  and  are  surrounded  with  larger 
associations  and  a  better  educational  atmosphere.  We  must  look 
to  the  teaching  force  for  great  progress  and  efficiency  and  the  signs 
are  exceedingly  hopeful. 

Our  spelling  contest  was  continued  this  year  with  very  satisfactory 
results.  There  is  an  awakened  interest  in  the  subject  of  spelling 
and  the  old-time  spelling  school  has  been  revived  in  many  parts  of 
the  county.  A  number  of  the  young  people  participated  in  the  corn 
growing  contest,  but  on  account  of  unfavorable  weather  in  the  early 
part  of  the.  corn-growing  season,  the  stimulation  arising  from  this 
movement  was  not  very  marked. 


No.  6. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY.  73 

The  annual  school  picnic  which  we  held  for  ten  years  served  a 
nsefnl  purpose  in  bringing  the  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  to- 
gether in  a  social  way,  but  after  due  consideration  it  was  believed 
wise  to  substitute  a  one-day  institute  before  the  opening  of  schools 
for  the  picnic  occasion.    This  institute  was  held  in  Carlisle,  August 
93    1913      The  speakers  were  Superintendent  L.  E.  McGmnes,    of 
Steelton-  Prof.  J.  B.  Heiges,  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal 
School,  and  Superintendent  J.  0.  Wagner,  of  Carlisle.    The  subjects 
presented  had  to  do  with  information  the  teacher  needs  to  open  the 
term's  work  successfully.     Organization,    classification,    sanitation 
and  teaching  beginners  were  especially  emphasized.     The  meeting 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  helpful  we  have  held.     One  hundred 
eightv  teachers  were  present. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  each  of  the  four  districts  into  which 
the  county  is  divided.    Sixteen  sub-local  institutes  were  held  in  the 
sub-divisions  of  the  county.    These  meetings  together  with  other  edu- 
cational meetings  were  largely  attended  by  all  interested  and  were 
productive  of  much  good.    The  County  Institute  was  held  the  week 
beginning  December  1,  1913.    The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaet- 
fer    Dr    O    T.  Corson,  Dr.  C.  P.  Colegrove,  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Dr. 
E   A   Noble,  and  Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis.    Addresses  were  delivered  by 
Prof'  G    A    Berkheimer  and  Dr.  G.  M.  Diffenderfer.     The  evening 
lectures  were  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott  and  Dr.  Newell  D  Hillis.  The 
entertainments  were  given  by  The  Weatherwax  Brothers'  Quartette 
and  The  Anitas  with  Mrs.  Dunbar.    The  institute  was  of  the  best  we 

have  held.  #  ,, 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  at  Me- 
chanicsburg,  February  12,  1914.  Questions  pertaining  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  school  affairs  were  discussed  by  the  directors.  Dr. 
J  Geor-e  Becht,  secretarv  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  deliv- 
ered two  most  excellent  addresses.    One  hundred  and  fifteen  directors 

were  present. 

The  school  property  in  most  of  the  districts  is  carefully  looked 
after  by  the  directors.  Paint,  paper  and  lime  are  used  rather  freely 
and  o-enerously.  Two  school  buildings  were  erected.  One  in  South 
Middleton  township,  the  other  in  Lower  Allen  township.  Both  are 
one-room  buildings  and  were  built  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
and  recommendations  of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  They  are 
attractive  in  appearance  as  well  as  comfortable  and  sanitary. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the 
kind  feeling  and  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors  and  pa- 
trons I  am  grateful  to  the  public  press  and  the  State  Department 
for  assistance  given  and  to  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  schools  in  the  county,  and  I  hope  that  the  next  four 
years  may  prove  to  be  the  period  of  greatest  advancement  in  the 
history  of  the  schools  of  Cumberland  County. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver. 


This  has  been  an  exceptionally  good  year  in  our  schools.  The  peo- 
ple are  more  interested  in  the  education  and  proper  comforts  of 
their  children  than  ever  before  during  my  superintendency. 

We  erected  buildings  this  year  at  a  cost  of  about  $225,000  and  re- 
modeled and  beautified  many  school  rooms  making  them  more  attrac- 
tive for  the  children.  The  next  step  to  be  taken  will  be  the  proper 
enlarging,  grading  and  beautifying  the  school  grounds. 

The  above  or  preceding  paragraph  may  seem  as  though  we  think 
that  beautiful  buildings  and  grounds  make  good  schools,  far  from 
it.  We  may  build  our  school  buildings  of  marble  and  granite,  we 
may  pile  our  texts  mountain  high,  yet  if  we  employ  teachers  who 
are  pigmies  in  personality  it  would  be  better  that  children  should 
talk  once  each  day  about  a  truly  great  man,  look  into  his  face  a  few 
moments,  and  go  away.  Tn  a  few  words,  the  teacher  makes  the 
school  and  the  sooner  the  people  realize  this  fact  the  better  for  the 
education  of  our  people  and  the  future  welfare  of  our  State  and 
Nation. 

The  Teachers'  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives during  the  week  of  November  10th.  We  tried  to  have 
departmental  work  as  much  as  our  finances  would  permit  and  find 
that  the  difficulties  confronting  us  were  a  lack  of  money  and  to  get 
instructors  who  were  prepared  to  do  satisfactory  departmental  in- 
structing. We  have  always  been  careful  to  secure  instructors  who 
were  experienced  and  practical  educators.  The  institute  was  a  suc- 
cess judging  by  the  many  good  things  the  teachers  put  into  practice 
during  the  term. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  the  nine  different  districts  in  the 
county  and  were  well  attended  by  patrons,  directors  and  teachers. 

Vocational  education  in  this  county  is  in  its  infancy.  We  were 
very  much  elated  over  the  prospective  vocational  school  in  the  Ly- 
kens  Valley,  but  all  of  a  sudden  the  spirit  became  lax. 

We  have  quite  a  number  of  districts  that  have  Parents'  Day  exer- 
cises and  Parent  Teacher  Associations  which  we  find  a  great  edu- 
cational uplift  in  these  communities. 

The  first  year  as  superintendent  we  held  26  examinations  for  pro- 
visional certificates  which  meant  26  different  days.  Last  year  (1914) 
we  held  examinations  eight  days  which  is  about  one-third  the  time 
devoted  to  examination  sittings  as  compared  with  1899.  The  manu- 
scripts of  the  examinations  were  put  on  file  for  at  least  thirty  days 
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so  that  any  applicant  who  was  dissatisfied  with  the  results  of  the 
examination  could  see  his  manuscript  by  calling  at  the  office. 

In  1899  when  I  took  charge  of  the  schools  of  this  county  there 
were  two  hundred  sixty-three  (263)  teachers.  They  held  the  fol- 
lowing different  grades  of  certificates:  provisional,  167;  graduates 
of  normal  schools,  53;  county  permanents,  29;  professional,  7;  col- 
lege, 7;  total,  263. 

In  closing  the  fifteenth  year  of  our  work  as  superintendent  of  the 
schools,  we  find  we  have  three  hundred  ten  (310)  teachers  who  hold 
the  following  certificates:  provisional,  113;  graduates  of  normal 
schools,  123 ;  county  permanents,  37 ;  professional,  17 ;  college  perma- 
nents, 9;  college  provisional,  9;  permanent  State,  2;  total,  310. 

Since  1899  we  have  erected  new  buildings  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts : 

Berrysburg  built  a  two-story  two-room  brick  annex  with   steam 

heat. 

Deny  township  built  one  single  frame  building,  a  four-room  stone 
building  with  an  indirect  hot-air  heating  plant  and  afterwards  a  stone 
annex  of  three  rooms.  This  district  is  finishing  on  a  two-acre  plot 
a  twenty-room  building  in  red  brick  with  white  stone  trimmings  with 
all  the  modern  appliances  for  heating,  ventilating  and  lighting  at 
Hershey,  Pa.  This  building  is  to  be  furnished  with  all  modern  school 
apparatus  and  furniture  and  when  finished  and  furnished  will  cost 
about  130,000  dollars.  This  is  the  first  building  built  in  Dauphin 
county  for  the  consolidation  of  township  schools. 

Halifax  borough  is  erecting  a  very  beautiful  eight-room  building 
in  yellow  tinted  brick  with  white  stone  trimmings.  The  building  is 
to  have  an  indirect  heating  system.  By  the  philanthropic  spirit  of 
Mr.  Boyer,  a  native  of  the  place,  this  building  will  be  erected,  paid 
and  named  the  Boyer  Memorial.  This  is  really  a  God  send  to  this 
community.  The  district  needed  a  new  building  for  many  years  and 
we  are  glad  to  congratulate  the  people  of  this  district  that  they  are 
at  this  late  day  getting  what  they  should  have  had  years  ago. 

Hummelstown  built  an  annex  to  their  building  a  few  years  ago 
to  properly  accommodate  their  high  and  primary  schools. 

Londonderry  township  built  the  first  building  with  an  indirect 
heating  system  in  the  rural  districts  in  the  county.  This  district 
also  erected  two  small  buildings  on  the  islands. 

Millersburg  built  a  large  and  beautiful  annex  to  their  high  school 
building  this  year  at  a  cost  of  about  |25,000.  This  building  is 
modernly  heated,  ventilated  and  lighted. 

Lower  Paxton  built  the  first  school  building  under  the  provisions 
of  the  School  Code.  This  district  also  built  a  two-room  brick  build- 
ing at  Hainton. 
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Upper  Paxton  built  four  brick  buildings,  one  with  two  rooms  and 
au  indirect  hot-air  heating  plant. 

Penbrook  built  a  large  brick  building  with  eight  rooms  and  steam 
heating  plant. 

Reed  township  built  a  small  frame  building  on  Haldeman's  Island. 

Susquehanna  township  built  a  new  annex  to  the  building  at  River- 
side making  it  a  four-room  building.  It  had  been  a  two-room  build- 
ing and  was  erected  since  1899.  This  district  erected  a  new  two- 
room  building  this  year  at  Pleasant  View  to  accommodate  the  high 
school  pupils.  They  also  erected  in  this  district  about  eight  years 
ago  in  the  same  village  an  eight-room  brick  building.  A  few  years 
ago  this  district  erected  a  four-room  brick  building  at  Progress. 
The  population  of  this  district  is  growing  very  rapidly  and  it  is 
necessary  to  build  new  schools  nearly  every  year. 

Upper  Swatara  built  new  buildings  at  Rutherford  Heights,  Pax- 
tang  and  Enhaut.  They  also  built  an  annex  to  the  building  at  Ober- 
lin  and  are  now  in  need  of  a  building  to  accommodate  a  number 
of  schools  for  next  year.  We  hope  the  directors  and  citizens  will  do 
as  other  districts  are  doing— that  of  locating  their  new  building  out 
in  the  open  with  plenty  of  ground  around  it. 

Wiconisco  township  erected  a  good  frame  two-room  building  with 
a  hot-air  heating  plant. 

Williamstown  built  a  large  eight-room  brick  building  with  a  mod- 
ern heating  and  ventilating  system  the  first  year  I  was  superintend- 
ent. 

Of  the  buildings  erected  in  this  county  the  last  fifteen  years  one 
hundred  fifty-two  rooms  are  heated  by  indirect  heating  systems. 

In  conclusion  of  this  report  let  me  say  further  that  many  of  our 
children  enjoy  the  privilege  of  receiving  instruction  in  vocal  music 
and  drawing.  The  schools  of  this  county  are  in  as  good  condition  as 
you  will  find  them  anywhere  in  the  State.  By  this  I  mean  to  say 
that  our  teachers  are  as  good  as  you  will  find  anywhere  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

T  wish  to  thank  all  who  rendered  their  hearty  assistance  to  bring 
the  schools  of  this  county  to  the  high  standard  which  they  now  hold. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.   G.   C.   Smith. 


The  school  year  closed  with  quite  satisfactory  results.  The  sev- 
eral high  schools  graduated  larger  classes  and  the  feeling  was  gen- 
eral that  the  students  were  better  prepared  than  ever  to  complete 


No.  6  DELAWARE  COUNTY.  77 

the  courses  of  study.  The  principals  are  very  faithful  and  energetic 
and  are  not  satisfied  with  anything  except  the  best  work  possible. 
One  hundred  five  young  people  were  graduated  from  our  six  four- 
year  high  schools,  five  from  our  one  three-year  high  school  and 
twenty-eight  from  our  three  two-year  high  schools. 

The  eighth  grade  work  was  more  satisfactory  this  year  than  for 
some  time,  75  of  the  00  pupils  or  S3  1-3  per  cent,  of  those  examined 
by  the  committee  on  county  course  of  study  making  the  required 
standard.  This  is  no  doubt  due  in  large  measure  to  the  careful  work 
of  the  supervising  principals  employed  in  a  few  of  the  largest  town- 
ships. 

The  teaching  force  is  increasing  each  year  and  this  year  has  been 
no  exception.  The  following  districts  employed  additional  teach- 
ers as  indicated  by  the  numbers  after  the  name  of  each  district: 
Bethel  (1),  Lower  Chichester  (1),  Oollingdale  (2),  Darby  township 
(1),  Upper  Darby  (5),  Eddystone  (1),  Haverford  (2),  Lansdowne 
(3),  Marcus  Hook  (2),  Ridley  township  (2),  and  Swarthmore  (3). 

The  school  board  of  Media  closed  the  East  Media  school  early  in 
the  term  in  1012  and  brought  the  pupils  to  the  high  school  build- 
ing. The  directors  of  Springfield  township  closed  one  of  the  schools 
in  the  Oakdale  building  because  of  small  attendance.  In  Rutledge, 
the  two  years  high  school  was  abandoned  because  of  small  numbers 
but  the  same  number  of  teachers  was  retained  which  permits  the 
grade  work  to  be  done  more  efficiently.  Bethel  township  reopened 
the  school  at  Booth's  Corner  which  they  had  closed  the  year  previ- 
ous. This  action  was  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  children  in  the 
neighborhood. 

The  directors  of  Lower  Chichester  built  a  one-room  addition  to 
the  Rock  Hill  school.  In  Darby  township,  the  directors  built  a  sec- 
ond story  on  the  Lincoln  school  for  colored  children,  providing  two 
additional  rooms.  The  school  board  of  Marcus  Hook  built  a  sub- 
stantial four-room  addition  to  their  Seventh  street  building.  Haver- 
ford township  completed  three  as  fine  new  school  buildings  as  are 
to  be  found  anywhere,  one  each  at  Brookline,  Llanerch  and  Preston. 
They  are  a  credit  to  the  district  and  to  the  directors  having  the 
school  interests  under  their  care.  Collingdale  is  erecting  a  new 
building  to  meet  the  needs  of  an  increasing  population  and  the  bor- 
ough of  Media  is  having  a  new  building  erected  to  take  the  place  of 
the  old  one.  The  directors  of  Eddystone  and  Lansdowne  have  been 
obliged  to  rent  rooms  outside  and  both  districts  are  planning  for 
new  buildings  to  be  completed  at  an  early  day. 

The  school  directors  of  Marple  and  Newtown  have  planned  for  a 
joint  high  school.  A  very  suitable  site  has  been  secured  which  con- 
tains four  acres  of  ground.  The  contract  for  the  building  has  been 
given    and    the    work     is     now    in    progress.     Newtown     town- 
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ship  has  maintained  a  good  two-year  high  school  for  some  years  and 
the  eighth  grade  scholars  from  Marple  were  sent  there. 

A  special  instructor  in  music  was  employed  for  the  schools  of 
Newtown  and  Prospect  Park. 

The  directors  of  Concord  township  adopted  a  text  book  on  agri- 
culture and  the  subject  was  taught  in  the  schools  during  the  year. 

The  school  board  of  Ridley  Park  introduced  the  subject  of  domes- 
tic science  and  it  proved  popular  with  the  students  taking  it. 

Our  county  teachers'  association  continues  its  meetings  regularly 
and  the  interest  never  wanes.  These  meetings  have  been  held  regu- 
larly since  18S7  and  have  an  average  attendance  of  about  one  hun- 
dred. 

Many  of  the  districts  have  home  and  school  associations  and  the 
regularity  with  which  their  meetings  are  held  together  with  the 
encouraging  attendance  indicate  the  interest  of  the  patrons  of  the 
schools  in  the  scholastic  advancement  and  general  welfare  of  their 

Children. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  school  directors  was  addressed  by  Mr. 
L  H  Dennis,  expert  assistant,  agricultural  education,  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  and  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal 
School.    The  attendance  was  good  and  the  meeting  proved  a  helpful 
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The  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  first  week  of  November 
and  according  to  our  practice  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  met  in 
section  in  the  morning.  There  were  two  primary  sections,  one  gram- 
mar and  one  high  school.  The  primary  grade  sections  were  addressed 
by  Miss  Lillian  M.  Dannaker,  supervisor  of  primary  grades  in  Ches- 
ter City,  on  primary  methods  and  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of  West 
Chester,  on  nature  study  for  primary  grades.  The  grammar  and 
high  school  sections  were  addressed  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Lexington, 
Ky.,  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  and  Mr.  Reed  B.  Teitrick  of  Harris- 
burg, who  spoke  on  general  methods  and  management.  In  the  after- 
noons the  teachers  met  together  and  were  addressed  by  these  speak- 
ers on  general  educational  topics. 

We  shall  look  for  continued  interest,  effort  and  efficiency. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.    Sweeney. 


The  past  year  was  one  of  substantial  progress  in  Elk  county,  due 
to  the  fact  that  all  factors  in  the  cause  of  education  co-operated  with 
a  purpose  of  a  general  uplift  and  in  addition,  the  teaching  force  was 
of  unusual  excellence. 
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Professional  Spirit:  Never  in  the  history  of  our  county  did  the 
professional  spirit  run  higher.  During  the  preceding  summer  more 
than  three-fifths  of  our  teaching  force  was  in  our  excellent  local 
normal  school,  State  normal  schools,  in  colleges  or  universities,  pur- 
suing courses  to  better  equip  themselves  to  satisfy  the  increased  de- 
mands and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  certificates  more  in  keeping 
with  the  demands  of  the  times.  This  Jiappy  condition  gave  a  stimu- 
lating impetus  to  all  lines  of  school  work  and  made  for  efficiency 
both  from  quantitative  and  qualitative  standards. 

The  teachers'  are  to  be  commended  for  the  spirit  of  advancement 
they  exemplify  as  well  as  for  the  increased  results  attained,  and  we 
are  happy  in  the  realization  of  the  fact  that  the  public  is  appreciative 
of  the  improvement  in  the  teaching  staff  and  in  the  increased  ef- 
ficiency of  the  work.  This  recognition  is  evident  by  the  greater  in- 
terest taken  in  visiting  the  schools  and  in  co-operating  for  more  per- 
fect attendance. 

Growth  of  the  Teaching  Body:  That  our  teaching  staff  should  con- 
tinually grow  in  efficiency  is  most  essential  if  our  schools  are  to 
meet  the  present  day  demands  and  it  is  clearly  patent  that  with  the 
present  scale  of  salaries  together  with  the  consequent  higher  cost 
of  living,  teachers  can  not  afford  to  attend  school  each  summer  un- 
less the  State  or  local  district  helps  in  a  material  manner.  We  are 
firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  State  can  well  afford  to  bear  the 
greater  part  of  the  necessary  expense  incurred  and  thus  make  it 
an  object  for  the  teacher  to  attend  an  approved  school,  for  in  no  way 
can  money  be  spent  that  will  yield  larger  returns  in  the  way  of  ef- 
ficiency. 

Teaching  of  Agriculture:  The  general  interest  manifest  in  the 
subject  of  agriculture  and  in  the  improved  conditions  of  country 
life,  makes  it  mandatory  that  the  schools  everywhere,  take  an  in- 
creased interest  in  this  line  of  school  work.  If  the  general  condi- 
tions are  to  be  improved  the  initative  must  be  through  the  schools 
and  on  up  to  a  practice  in  the  homes,  and  on  the  farms.  The  rural 
teacher  must  be  prepared  for  this  innovation  both  in  the  rural  single 
room  school  and  in  the  township  high  school,  for  a  teacher  not  im- 
bued with  the  spirit  or  not  understanding  the  problem,  can  do  but 
little  in  the  uplift.  Here  again  the  State  must  come  to  the  rescue 
and  provide  not  only  free  tuition  but  in  addition  bear  all  the  expense 
of  teachers  who  spend  their  vacations  pursuing  courses  of  agricul- 
ture in  approved  schools. 

Our  rural  and  township  high  schools  have  done  most  commendable 
work  in  agriculture  in  the  past  year  and  with  the  increased  number 
making  preparation  in  this  line,  during  the  present  summer  in  col- 
lege, we  expect  even  better  results  in  the  coming  year. 

The  High  School:     The  borough  and  township  high  schools  are 
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splendidly  building  up  year  after  year  to  the  growing  standards  set 
by  the  State  High  School  Inspectors,  and  are  doing  a  large  work  in 
giving  the  country  and  town  boys  and  girls  a  real  preparation  for 
life.  The  requisite  expense  of  these  schools  including  buildings,  ap- 
paratus and  higher  class  teachers  is  quite  a  burden  for  some  districts 
to  bear  but  a  public  demand  must  be  supplied  and  the  taxpayers  are 
doing  their  part  heroically.  Our  seven  efficient  township  high  schools 
and  our  three  splendid  borough  high  schools,  now  provide  exceptional 
opportunities  for  practically  all  our  children  who  care  for  a  high 
school  course.  A  wonderful  impetus  could  be  given  to  this  work  if 
the  State  would  pay  the  full  appropriation  as  contemplated  by  the 
high  school  appropriation  act,  for  it  would  bring  relief  to  needy 

districts. 

Buildings:  During  the  year,  Fox  township  erected  at  Kersey,  a 
modern  five-room  building  for  the  grades  and  the  high  school  and 
it  is  needless  to  say  that  it  has  added  much  to  the  interest  taken  in 
the  splendid  high  school  in  that  prosperous  village  and  surrounding 
section.  At  another  point  in  this  same  district,  a  fine  three-room 
building  was  erected  to  take  the  place  of  three  single  room  schools, 
thus  giving  a  large  number  of  children  the  advantages  of  a  good 

graded  school. 

While  but  few  other  buildings  were  erected  in  the  county  during 
the  year,  yet  much  improvement  was  made  in  the  buildings  of  many 
districts',  making  for  convenience,  comfort  and  better  sanitary  con- 
ditions, and  great  progress  was  made  in  beautifying  grounds  in  prac- 
tically all  districts. 

Consolidation:    During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  grow- 
ing sentiment  favorable  to  consolidation  of  single  rural  schools  into 
centers  and  each  year  has  seen  an  increase  in  the  number  that  af- 
ford better  advantages  to  country  children.    These  schools  are  found 
in  all  districts  of  Elk  county  and  where  this  practice  has  been  in 
progress,  the  greater  happiness  and  advancement  of  the  children  is 
so  noticeable  that  the  increased  expense  is  overlooked  and  parents 
are  anxious  that  the  children  be  transported  for  it  means  not  only 
added  opportunity  but  better  health  conditions.     With  a  growing 
sentiment  favorable  to  this  system,  we  hope  to  have  an  increased 
number  of  such  schools  in  the  near  future  despite  the  rugged  condi- 
tions  of   country   making   up   our   county.     Legislation    should   be 
enacted  to  speed  this  movement  and  also  to  make  effective  rural 
supervision  and  state  standardization  of  country  schools  through 
State  Rural  School  Inspection. 

School  Term  and  Attendance:  The  increase  in  the  length  of  the 
school  term  in  the  last  year  was  most  gratifying.  In  addition  to  the 
three  boroughs,  one  township— Highland— has  adopted  the  nine- 
month  school  year  and  the  high  school  at  Portland  Mills,  Spring 
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Creek  township  has  also  fixed  the  same  term.  The  balance  of  our 
schools,  except  five  schools,  in  a  sparsely  settled  section,  have  an 
eight  months  term  and  the  patrons  show  their  desire  by  keeping  the 
children  in  school  up  to  the  close  of  the  term  in  all  districts. 

During  the  }Tear  the  compulsory  law  was  well  enforced  in  all  dis- 
tricts and  in  spite  of  the  epidemics  of  the  various  child  diseases,  the 
average  attendance  continued  high. 

School  directors  can  do  few  things  that  mean  so  much  for  ef- 
ficiency and  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  child  as  to  vigorously  en- 
force the  attendance  law  so  that  each  child  must  receive  an  educa- 
tion whether  his  home  contributes  to  that  end  or  not. 

Vocational  Education:  The  vocational  education  law  which  we  in 
common  with  others  urged  and  which  was  passed  by  the  last  Legis- 
lature, has  been  to  say  the  least  a  great  disappointment.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  vocational  education  bill  would  help  in  the  expense 
and  efficiency  of  all  our  township  high  schools  and  make  possible 
better  teaching  in  agriculture  and  also  help  in  the  growth  of  voca- 
tional work  in  our  struggling  boroughs  but  hope  has  turned  to  dis- 
pair  and  would  cause  a  backward  move  were  it  not  for  the  extra  force 
brought  to  bear  to  show  the  value  of  such  schools.  We  trust  that  an 
aroused  public  will  demand  a  proper  modification  and  increased  ap- 
propriation from  the  next  Legislature,  in  the  coming  year.  Despite 
this  condition  however,  Elk  county  can  boast  of  a.  good  start  in  the 
vocational  field  for  Ridgway  borough,  always  a  leader  in  educational 
work,  has  a  high  class  manual  training  school  for  boys  of  all  grades 
and  a  well  equipped  and  efficient  domestic  science  school  where  the 
girls  of  the  elementary  grades  and  of  the  high  school,  are  learning 
the  arts  of  cooking,  sewing  and  housekeeping.  This  work  is  at- 
tracting attention  throughout  the  county  and  in  the  near  future  we 
hope  to  see  these  benefits  extended  to  an  increased  number  of  our 
boys  and  girls  in  other  districts.  In  addition  to  the  above  work, 
each  of  our  three  borough  high  schools — Johnsonburg,  Ridgway  and 
St.  Marys — provide  efficient  well  patronized  commercial  departments 
where  young  people  prepare  to  fill  positions  of  importance  in  the  life 
of  the  communities. 

Educational  Meetings:  The  several  educational  meetings  held  in 
the  county,  including  the  County  Institute,  the  Directors'  Annual 
Convention,  Local  District  Institutes  and  Teachers'  Meetings  and 
high  school  commencements  were  all  well  attended  and  each  helped 
to  develop  a  healthy  educational  spirit  in  the  people. 

Finally:  We  feel  that  the  past  year  was  one  of  the  best  of  our 
superintendency  and  at  this  time  we  desire  to  extend  our  thanks  to 
the  live  supervisory  officers,  to  the  splendid  corps  of  growing  teach- 
ers, to  a  loyal  body  of  school  directors,  to  a  helpful  generous  press, 
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to  a  willing  co-operating  public  and  to  an  encouraging  State  Depart- 
ment and  State  officials  all  of  whom  gave  us  inspiration  and  assist- 
ance in  our  efforts.  And  now  being  entrusted  with  the  direction  of 
the  work  for  the  coming  four  years,  we  invite  a  continuance  of  this 
happy  condition  to  the  end  that  better  opportunities  may  be  brought 
to  "All  the  children  of  all  the  people." 


ERIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Russell. 


During  the  past  year  I  have  noted  the  usual  progress  in  the  schools 
of  Erie  count}  including  a  few  features  of  especial  incident. 

I  have  made  a  great  effort  to  give  the  county  the  very  best  teach- 
ers possible,  to  give  the  teachers  the  best  institute  possible  and  the 
children  the  best  of  schools.  I  have  exercised  great  energy  in  my 
effort  to  visit  every  school  in  the  county  once,  a  few  a  second  and 
even  a  third  time,  and  I  have  endeavored  especially  to  increase  the 
per  cent,  of  attendance  throughout  the  county. 

Ten  public  teachers'  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  at 
which  180  candidates  presented  themselves  and  43  were  rejected.    Of 
the  365  teachers  employed  only  66  were  without  previous  experience; 
155  were  graduates  of  State  Normal  Schools,  29  college  graduates, 
27  held  State  or  county  permanent  certificates,  and  70  professional. 
Two  townships  employed  normal  graduates  exclusively.     It  will 
thus  be  noticed  that  our  directors  are  looking  for  high  grade  teachers. 
Teachers'  Institute  was  held  the  last  week  in  August  as  in  previ- 
ous years  and  that  date  seems  to  meet  with  universal  approval.    The 
attendance  was  nearlv  perfect  during  the  week,  the  only  absences  be- 
in*  due  to  personal  illness  or  death  of  relatives.     Valuable  instruc- 
tion was  rendered  by  Hon.  R,  B.  Teitrick,  of  the  State  Department; 
Hon   P   P   Claxton,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education;  Dr. 
Edwin    Lee,   of   Allegheny   College;    Prof.   Frank    D.    Blodgett,   of 
Oneonta,  N.  Y,  State  Normal  School,  and  Prof.  Frank  E.  Baker, 
of  Edinboro  Normal.    The  Directors'  Association  met  upon  August 
26  of  institute  week  with  140  of  the  175  directors  present.    The  meet- 
in-  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Teitrick  and  Dr.  Lee  and  the  best  of  spirit 
prevailed.     During  the  past  two  years  Erie  county  has  not  been 
represented  at  the  State  School  Directors'  Association  on  account  of 
the  refusal  of  the  County  Commissioners  to  allow  the  expenses  of  such 
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delegates  out  of  the  $200  fund  appropriated  for  the  expenses  of  the 
county  association.  By  holding  the  Directors'  Association  in  con- 
junction with  the  county  institute  and  combining  the  talent  this 
sum  is  ample  to  meet  all  the  expenses  including  the  sending  of  two 
delegates  to  the  State  Association.  This  State  meeting  is  of  such 
vital  importance  to  all  the  counties  of  the  State  that  it  seems  like 
false  economy  to  deprive  any  county  of  representation.  T  would, 
therefore,  recommend  that  legislation  be  enacted  during  the  coming 
session  which  will  make  this  item— the  sending  of  two  delegates  to 
the  State  Association— a  legitimate  charge  upon  the  county  associa- 
tion that  elects  them,  payable  from  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  county  association  without  appealing  to  the  discretion 
of  the  County  Commissioners. 

In  preparing  a  paper  upon  Compulsory  Attendance  in  Fourth 
Class  Districts  for  the  Department  of  Superintendence  of  the  recent 
State  Educational  Association  I  made  a  somewhat  exhaustive  survey 
of  the  question  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  and  collected  con- 
siderable literature  upon  the  subject  from  other  states.  After  giving 
the  matter  careful  study  I  am  convinced  that  our  compulsory  attend- 
ance law  is  all  sufficient  if  rigidly  enforced,  but  that  the  greatest 
waste  of  our  educational  system  today  is  due  to  the  indifferent  en- 
forcement or  rather  non-enforcement  of  this  all  important  law.  My 
estimate  of  this  loss  is  not  less  than  $4,500,000  or  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  expenditure  for  the  cause  of  public  education.  A  State  De- 
partment of  attendance  or  attendance  officers  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  State  Department  would  be  very  effective.  In  the 
absence  of  such  assistance  the  county  superintendent  can  accom- 
plish more  than  any  other  official.  He  should  enlist  the  co-opera- 
tion of  directors  and  teachers  and  if  possible  have  an  attendance  of- 
ficer appointed  in  each  district  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  The  united  and  persistent  effort  of  all  these  forces  would 
easily  put  our  State  in  the  forefront  for  attendance.  I  mean  to 
give  this  phase  of  my  work  closer  attention  the  coming  year  than  ever 
before  and  am  anticipating  better  results.  The  prevalence  of  small- 
pox in  Erie  county  last  winter  interfered  materially  with  our  school 
attendance,  and  the  strenuous  opposition  of  some  parents  to  the  vac- 
cination of  their  children  promises  much  trouble  for  the  future.  If 
it  is  a  crime  for  children  to  pass  the  age  from  six  to  sixteen  unvac- 
cinated,  it  would  seem  that  some  penalty  might  be  inflicted  other 
than  the  curse  of  ignorance  upon  the  children  and  the  confiscation  of 
taxes  from  the  parents  by  debarring  such  children  from  public 
schools.  In  time  of  an  epidemic  of  small-pox  let  the  health  boards  ex- 
ercise the  most  rigid  precautions  and  preventives,  but  when  this  dis- 
ease hardly  visits  a  rural  community  once  in  twenty  years  it  should 
not  be  expected  that  all  the  children  of  all  the  people  are  going  to 
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submit  to  vaccination  or  that  school  boards    are  going    to    insist 

upon  it. 

A  department  of  vocational  agriculture  as  established  in  the  Wa- 
terford  boro  and  township  high  school  last  fall  and  has  been  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  during  the  year  under  the  efficient  instruction 
of  Prof.  E.  W.  Heim,  a  graduate  of  State  College.  Prof.  L.  H.  Den- 
nis, of  the  State  Department,  has  also  been  very  helpful  in  organizing 
and  directing  this  work.  Sixteen  boys  entered  the  first  year's  class 
of  Avhom  nine  will  return  for  the  advanced  work  and  another  begin- 
ning class  will  be  organized  this  fall.  All  the  township  high  schools 
are  giving  instruction  in  agriculture  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  law  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  rural  districts. 

A  corn  growing  contest  was  carried  on  last  year  in  which  about 
thirty  boys  participated.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Erie  gave 
$100  in  prizes  and  the  boys  put  up  a  fine  display  of  corn  at  the  Court 
House,  Thanksgiving  week  when  the  corn  was  judged  and  the  prizes 
awarded.  Another  boys'  corn  and  potato  growing  contest  is  now  in 
progress,  prizes  amounting  to  |130  being  contributed  by  the  First 
National  Bank  and  the  Erie  Daily  Times  of  Erie. 

Erie  county  still  has  several  districts  that  maintain  only  a  seven 
months'  school  term.  That  this  is  inadequate  is  evidenced  by  the 
result  of  the  last  eighth  grade  examinations.  In  seven  months  dis- 
tricts only  37  per  cent,  of  the  candidates  were  successful  while  in  the 
eight  months  districts  63  per  cent,  passed  and  in  the  eight  and  one- 
half  months  districts  81  per  cent.  Several  districts  will  take  an  ob- 
ject lesson  from  this  report  and  lengthen  the  term  this  coming  year, 
and  I  hope  to  see  the  minimum  length  of  term  eight  months  through- 
out the  county  within  the  next  four  years. 

One  four-room  brick  building  was  erected  during  the  year,  and 
several  received  substantial  repairs.  About  30  heating  and  ventilat- 
ing plants  were  installed  in  rural  schools  and  I  find  the  rural  school 
houses  generally  in  good  repair.  In  several  districts  the  entire 
school  board  makes  a  tour  of  inspection  to  all  the  buildings  in  the 
township  and  where  this  plan  is  followed  the  school  property  is  kept 
in  the  best  of  repair. 

In  conclusion  1  would  say  that  the  success  of  the  past  year  is  due 
primarily  to  the  loyal  support  of  my  school  directors  who  have  not 
only  worked  with  me  but  have  indicated  their  approval  of  my  services 
by  my  unanimous  re-election  with  a  substantial  increase  in  salary.  I 
have  also  been  aided  and  encouraged  by  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
my  teachers  and  by  the  press  of  the  county,  and  finally  I  would  ac- 
knowledge my  obligations  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  manifold  favors  rendered. 
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FAYETTE  COUNTY— John  S.  Carroll. 


Public  school  work  in  Fayette  county  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1914,  has  been,  in  a  general  way,  satisfactory.  That  progress  has 
been  made  along  some  lines,  at  least,  would  not  be  denied  by  anyone 
who  is  a  friend  to  the  present  system  of  public  education.  That  much 
improvement  is  needed,  however,  must  be  admitted  by  the  system's 
most  ardent  supporters. 

It  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  report  everything  in  fine  condi- 
tion, if  such  report  would  be  true.  Within  the  last  year  I  have 
traveled  over  nearly  all  of  the  county  and  have  found,  that  few  school 
boards  in  rural  districts  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  fence  school 
grounds,  and  that  the  planting  of  shade  trees  upon  school  grounds  is 
certainly  a  lost  art.  In  some  districts  not  a  tree  has  been  planted  for 
years.  I  do  not  wrant  to  be  classed  as  a  complainer.  So  far  as  I 
know  there  are  no  grounds  for  complaint,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  state 
facts.  In  some  districts  the  law  pertaining  to  outbuildings  is  not 
complied  with.  In  fact  in  many  districts  the  condition  of  such  build- 
ings is  deplorable.  To  find  many  such  buildings  properly  screened, 
to  protect  them  from  open  view,  would  be  a  difficult  task.  I  do  not 
want  to  discuss  this  subject  further  at  this  time,  nor  do  I  want  to 
offend  any  one,  but  I  want  to  say  that  if  conditions  in  this  matter 
continue,  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law  will  follow  within  reason- 
able time.  Many  school  houses  are  in  need  of  repairs,  and  school 
grounds  generally  are  but  little  better  than  they  were  years  ago. 
Some  districts  have  done  well,  others,  almost  nothing. 

But  conditions  are  not  wholly  bad.  In  many  respects  I  suspect 
that  Fayette  county  ranks  with  the  best  counties  of  the  State.  Many 
districts  have  fine  buildings,  well  kept  grounds  and  excellent  schools. 
Several  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  and  they  show  marked  im- 
provement over  the  old-time  house  with  windows  on  four  sides.  So 
far  as  I  know  no  school  house  was  erected  until  after  the  State  had 
approved  the  plans. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  are  doing  a  great  work.  It  is  most 
gratifying  to  note  the  great  progress  along  this  line.  More  people 
are  seeking  admission  to  these  schools  than  can  well  be  accommo- 
dated. We  must  have  more  rural  high  schools  if  our  young  people 
are  to  be  taken  care  of  properly.  Dunbar  township  has  in  course  of 
construction,  at  this  time,  a  splendid  annex  to  her  high  school  build- 
ing. When  this  is  completed  the  township  will  be  equipped  to  take 
care  of  not  only  her  own  young  people,  but  those  of  surrounding  dis- 
tricts, as  well.     German  township  is  preparing  to  erect  a  fine  mod- 
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em  high  school  building  the  coming  year,  to  cost  at  least  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  Several  smaller  houses  are  now  being  erected.  They 
have  been  passed  upon  by  the  State  and  when  completed  will  reflect 
credit  upon  their  respective  districts.  Poplar  Grove  school  house 
in  Connellsville  township  is  the  best  single  room  house  in  the  county. 
The  grounds  of  this  school  contain  more  than  an  acre,  and  scores  of 
beautiful  shade  trees  ornament  the  place.  The  grounds  are  well 
fenced  and  the  whole  community  is  proud  of  its  new  school  plant. 

Fayette  county  has  made  rapid  progress  in  supervision  during  the 
last  few  years.  Of  the  seven  hundred  fifty  schools,  one  hundred 
twenty-five  were  supervised  by  town  principals,  and  four  hundred 
rural  schools  were  supervised  by  township  principals.  Not  more 
than  one  hundred  schools  will  be  without  special  supervision  the  com- 
ing year.  When  the  next  annual  report  is  made  we  hope  to  be  able 
to&say  that  every  school  in  the  county  is  under  special  supervision. 

More  local  institutes  and  other  educational  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year  than  ever  before.  The  county  institute  was  as  good 
as  the  best,  and  pleased  all  who  attended. 

More  than  half  of  the  schools  of  the  county  are  taught  by  teach- 
ers who  hold  only  provisional  certificates.  But  few  if  any  of  this 
class  of  teachers  have  had  professional  training,  and  many  of  them 
will  teach  their  first  term  the  coming  year.  Some  will  do  good  work, 
others  will  do  fairly  well,  while  still  others  will  scarcely  succeed  at 
all.  A  strong  teacher  for  every  school  must  be  had  before  satisfac- 
tory results  can  be  hoped  for.  Surely  every  person  should  receive 
special  training  before  entering  upon  the  work  of  teaching.  But  the 
outlook  is  good  and  the  coming  year  ought  to  be  a  successful  one. 

I  am  thankful  to  the  Department  for  help  during  the  year.    The 
public  press  has  done  well  its  part,  and  the  work  has  gone  along 

smoothly. 

I  am  glad  to  submit  the  foregoing  report  and  trust  that  our  pro- 
gress the  coming  year  shall  equal  the  best. 


FOREST  COUNTY— J.  O.  Carson. 


The  past  school  year  has  become  a  part  of  the  educational  history 
of  Forest  county  with  but  few  causes  for  regret  and  many  recollec- 
tions of  good  which  has  been  accomplished. 
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We  do  not  wish  however  to  emphasize  the  good  results  obtained, 
which  are  in  themselves  duties  of  our  own,  or  to  minimize  the  errors 
which  are  alike,  the  products  of  our  own  labors,  but  to  profit  from 
the  experience  of  each,  the  former  as  a  criterion,  which  in  the  future 
we  shall  hope  to  excel  and  the  latter  for  a  safeguard  against  the  same 
in  future  times. 

The  progress  of  the  Forest  county  schools  cannot  be  questioned 
during  the  past  year,  and  scores  of  patrons  will  vouch  for  this  state- 
ment and  testify  to  the  benefits  derived  therefrom. 

We  candidly  believe  that  more  has  been  accomplished  in  the  last 
three  years  in  the  history  of  the  Forest  county  schools  than  in  any 
other  equal  period  of  time.  To  discuss  the  rural  schools  or  the 
work  in  the  grades  might  be  too  tedious  for  a  report  of  this  kind. 
To  cite  briefly  the  high  schools  of  the  county  produces  evidence  of  a 
most  satisfactory  nature  to  recompense  for  the  labors  incurred. 

One  instance,  from  several,  from  one  of  the  high  schools  of  Forest 
county;  from  a  class  of  nine  who  were  graduated  some  years  ago, 
seven  of  the  number  are  now  either  college  or  normal  school  gradu- 
ates employed  in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  a  satisfaction  to  them- 
selves beyond  expression  as  well  as  an  advantage  to  the  State. 

The  high  school  attendance  in  Forest  county  has  increased  in 
nearly  every  school  and  we  note  a  keener  interest  in  the  work  than 
ever  before.  The  students  are  alert  to  their  duties,  cultured  in  their 
habits,  each  one  with  plans  outlined  for  higher  work  in  normal  school 
or  college,  which  are  indications  of  the  best  of  motives  and  splendid 
ideals. 

Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  during  the  year,  several 
of  them  a  third  time.  The  work  of  school  visitation  was  done  among 
the  schools  where  the  most  good  could  be  accomplished  and  especially 
with  the  teachers  without  experience  which  was  thought  to  be  more 
advisable  than  a  regular  routine  of  visits. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  and  the  School  Directors'  Conven- 
tion was  held  the  week  of  October  20th  at  Tionesta.  The  list  of  in- 
structors included  Superintendent  A.  S.  Martin,  of  Norristown;  Dr. 
J.  G.  Carter  Troop,  of  Toronto,  Canada;  Superintendent  L.  E.  Mc- 
Kinness,  of  Steelton ;  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh,  of  Milton.  These  gentlemen 
addressed  the  convention  as  well  as  the  institute. 

The  evening  entertainers  were  of  a  high  class,  including  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Amerhest  Ott  on  his  famous-  lecture  "Sour  Grapes."  The 
teachers  expressed  most  favorable  comment  on  the  institute  with 
thanks  to  the  county  superintendent  for  the  arrangement  of  such 
a  program. 

In  the  matter  of  building,  we  are  glad  to  report  the  erection  of 
three  new  school  houses  and  the  repairing  of  several  old  ones,  thus 
meeting  the  needs  of  the  pupils  of  these  particular  districts.     Sev- 
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eral  new  heaters  and  ventilators  were  installed  previous  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  school  term  which  are  a  decided  benefit  to  the  schools. 
They  have  proved  the  necessity  of  ventilation  as  well  as  heating  in 

the  district  school.  , 

In  conclusion  I  shall  say,  with  the  completion  of  my  third  year 
as  superintendent  of  Forest  county  schools,  I  know  good  results  have 
already  come  to  recompense  us  for  our  labors,  pleasant  recollections 
lend  their  cheerfulness  in  the  moments  of  our  leisure  and  the  grati- 
tude of  the  patrons  of  the  schools  stimulate  us  for  better  work  in  time 
to  come. 


FRANKLIN*  COUNTY— Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


The  schools  of  Franklin  county  made  substantial  progress  during 
the  term  just  closed,  notably  in  the  kind  of  buildings  erected  and  m 
the  quality  of  work  done  by  the  teachers.    The  persons  teaching  on 
provisional  certificates  are  becoming  fewer  each  year;   and  fewer 
teachers  are  applying  for  the  professional  grade  of  certificate.    We 
encourage  the  completion  of  the  normal  school  course  before  the  work 
cf  teaching  is  begun;  and  while  notable  progress  is  being  made,  it 
seems  to  us  that  we  are  somewhat  handicapped  by  the  present  sched- 
ule of  teachers'  salaries.     The  wage  scale  in  present  use  does  not 
encourage  thorough  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  one  beginning  the 
work  of  teaching.    As  long  as  normal  school  graduates  are  paid  no 
more  for  their  initial  services  than  the  holders  of  provisional  certifi- 
cate^   we  will  have  some  untrained  and  unskilled  teachers  m  our 
schools     The  minimum  salary  clause  in  the  Code  should  be  changed 
and  a  schedule  of  salaries  made  that  will  put  a  premium  on  profes- 
sional training.  ,-,,.•  t 
Two  modern  school  buildings  were  opened  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term,  one  at  Marion,  the  other  at  Richmond.    The  Marion  house 
contains  two  rooms  and  has  a  modern  heating  and  ventilating  sys- 
tem    The  building  at  Richmond  has  a  single  room,  and  is  the  first 
school  house  in  this  county  to  contain  the  chemical  sanitaries.    Thus 
far  these  indoor   sanitaries  have  given  entire  satisfaction,   and  it 
seems  that  they  might  be  the  means  of  solving  the  country  school 

outhouse  problem. 

The  terrific  blizzard  of  March  2d    demolished    completely    four 
school  houses  in  the  county  and  badly  damaged  half  a  dozen  more. 
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Those  damaged  beyond  repair  are  being  replaced  by  new  structures 
of  modern  type.  At  Portico  in  Hamilton  township  a  two-room  house 
of  attractive  design  will  take  the  place  of  a  single  room  house  de- 
stroyed by  the  storm. 

Educational  meetings  were  held  in  the  several  districts  of  the 
county,  some  in  connection  with  farmers'  meetings.  Local  monthly 
meetings  are  conducted  by  the  teachers  in  a  majority  of  the  districts. 
The  program'  for  these  meetings  is  prepared  by  the  county  superin- 
tendent. The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  held  November  17-21. 
The  instructors  were  Drs.  N.  0.  Schaeffer,  Frank  B.  Willis,  Ezra 
Lehman,  O.  L.  Warren  and  Thos.  L.  Gibson.  Miss  Meriam  Shaw 
Peters,  of  the  Philadelphia  schools,  was  with  us  two  days  and  gave 
our  teachers  valuable  instruction  on  primary  language  work  and 
story  telling.    The  institute  was  a  success  in  every  particular. 

Our  Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings  during  the  year. 
The  first  was  held  on  Wednesday  of  Institute  Week  and  was  ad- 
dressed by  Drs.  Schaeffer  and  Warren.  At  the  second  meeting,  held 
in  January,  Superintendent  Eli  M.  Eapp,  of  Berks  county,  and  Dr. 
C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata  College,  were  the  instructors.  There  was  a 
large  enrollment  of  directors  at  each  of  these  meetings.  Resolution? 
were  passed  favoring  higher  salaries  for  teachers,  more  modern 
school  buildings  and  a  longer  term.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  sev- 
eral districts  have  raised  the  salaries  of  teachers  elected  for  the 
coming  term  and  have  increased  the  length  of  the  school  term. 

A  year  ago  last  spring  a  Boys'  Corn  Club  was  organized  with  30 
members.  The  premium  corn  grower  of  each  township  was  taken 
on  a  trip  to  State  College,  during  Farmers'  Week  at  that  place. 
Seven  boys  made  the  trip  which  was  one  of  much  profit  and  enjoy- 
ment to  them.  At  the  Teachers'  Institute  the  boys  were  awarded 
the  prizes  offered  in  the  contest  and  an  exhibit  of  the  corn  they  had 
grown  was  held.  This  proved  to  be  one  of  the  interesting  features 
of  the  week.  This  year  our  enrollment  in  the  club  is  much  larger 
than  last,  and  some  large  yields  of  corn  are  expected.  The  State 
College  trip  feature  has  been  retained. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  State  Board  for  the  many  bulle- 
tins and  suggestions  received  during  the  term.  The  bulletins  are  very 
helpful  in  many  ways  and  the  secretary  of  the  board  is  to  be  com- 
mended on  making  his  office  a  most  helpful  agency  in  educational 
progress.  We  wish  also  to  express  to  the  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment our  thanks  for  their  uniform  courtesy,  and  assistance  in  solv- 
ing the  many  perplexing  problems  that  are  always  coming  before  a 
county  superintendent. 
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FULTON  COUNTY— B.  C.  Laniberson. 


The  school  year  just  closed  was  one  during  which  some  very  good 
and  very  interesting  work  was  done  in  the  schools. 

The  efficiency  of  the  body  of  teachers,  taken  as  a  whole,  during 
the  past  seven  years  has  at  no  time  been  better  than  it  was  during 
the  past  year.  At  no  time  during  that  period  was  more  earnest  work 
done  nor  was  there  ever  more  sincere  devotion  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  teaching  force. 

The  comparative  earnestness  with  which  they  worked  and  the 
quality  of  work  performed  is  somewhat  evidenced  by  the  results  at 
the  close  of  the  term. 

Very  little  friction  existed  anywhere  between  the  school  and  pub- 
lic sentiment.  Complaints  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  teachers  and  the 
work  done  by  them  were  never  less  conspicuous. 

The  teachers  more  generally  stood  for  the  higher  ideals  in  their 
work,  thus  leading  in  the  creation  of  better  school  sentiment  in  many 
of  the  districts. 

To  the  body  of  teachers  as  a  whole  and  especially  to  those  who  were 
with  us  during  all  or  a  greater  part  of  the  past  seven  years,  we  are 
indebted  for  the  success  that  has  been  achieved  during  that  period. 
Their  loyal  support  has  done  for  us  and  the  schools  what  we  could  not 
have  done  alone. 

The  attendance  by  pupils  in  the  county  was  as  good  as  could  be 
expected.  More  pupils  attended  a  high  percentage  of  the  term  than 
they  did  during  any  other  year.  One  feature  very  noticeable  was, 
that  more  of  the  larger  boys  and  girls  were  in  attendance  in  some 

school.  . 

The  various  school  boards  of  the  several  districts  were  inclined 
to  be  more  liberal  and  progressive  in  the  matter  of  supplies  and 
books.  This  was  shown  by  their  willingness  to  furnish  an  adequate 
supply  of  what  was  needed  and  by  their  interest  in  making  all  school 
conditions  as  much  better  as  was  possible.  As  a  rule  the  directors 
stood  for  efficiency  as  the  test  in  the  selection  of  teachers.  As  upon 
the  directors  rested  a  great  deal  of  the  responsibility  for  the  success 
or  failure  of  the  schools,  to  them  is  due  a  great  measure  of  the  credit 
for  what  improvement  has  been  made. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  in  April,  fifty-three  pupils  from  the  un- 
graded schools  entered  the  term  examinations,  thirty-three  of  whom 
passed  very  creditably.  This  was  the  largest  class  that  we  have  ever 
examined,  from  this  source. 

The  TeacTiers'  County  Intitute  was  a  star  meeting  in  the  county  s 
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institute  history.     With  us  during  the  day  sessions  of  the  entire 
week  were  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  of  the  Department  at  Harrisburg, 
Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  Ivyland, 
Pa.     Crowded  houses,  intense  interest,  and  great  enthusiasm  were 
very  noticeable  features  during  the  entire  week.     A  trio  of  better 
instructors  for  real  genuine  practical  work  that  puts  enthusiasm., 
new  life,  and  higher  ideals  into  the  hearts  and  minds  of  their  lis- 
teners never  stood  before  our  teachers.     We  owe  them  a  debt  of 
gratitude.    We  had  also  with  us  in  the  last  two  sessions  Dr.  Ezra 
Lehman,  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School,  who  added 
all  that  might  be  needed  to  round  out  ,a  most  successful  meeting. 
With  all  this,  the  climax  was  not  reached  until  Thursday  evening 
when  that  grand  old  man  from  the  Sunny  South,  Hon.  Robert  B. 
Glenn,  was  introduced.    He  went  straight  to  the  hearts  of  the  audi- 
ence, carried  them  at  his  will  and  gave  to  them  a  lecture  such  as  is 
seldom  heard  anywhere,  leaving  in  the  mind  of  each  listener  a  new 
vision  of  the  great  life  in  America. 

The  inability  of  the  superintendent  to  express  his  appreciation  of 
the  beautiful  presentation  made  him  by  the  teachers  on  Thursday 
afternoon  makes  it  more  dear. 

The  annual  directors'  convention  was  held  in  February  with  a 
fairly  good  attendance.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  was  with  us  and  rendered  most  excellent  ser- 
vice. 

To  the  newly  elected  county  superintendent,  Prof.  J.  E.  Thomas, 
we  have  given  the  leadership  of  the  schools  of  the  county.  We  have 
the  pleasure  of  leaving  with  him,  in  his  care  a  corps  of  clean,  up- 
right, sincere,  efficient  teachers  of  whom  at  all  times  we  have  been 
proud.  May  those  teachers  stand  by  him  in  the  future  as  they  have 
stood  by  his  predecessor  in  the  past.  He  has  our  best  wishes  for 
great  success. 

I  wish  to  express  by  this  method  an  appreciation  of  the  support 
of  the  people  in  general  during  my  term  as  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  the  county.     Public  support  means  a  great  deal  in  this 

work. 

I  shall  always  be  greatly  indebted  to  that  great  educational 
leader,  State  Superintendent  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  for  his  kindness 
to  me  and  for  his  unerring  advice  during  the  past  seven  years. 

I  hope  to  remember  the  pleasures  of  working  with  and  among 
pupils,  teachers,  directors,  and  all  others. 

May  the  schools  of  our  county  grow  better  and  climb  higher,  as 
I  believe  they  will. 
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GREENE  COUNTY— H.  D.  Freeland. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  are  permitted  to  report  that  the  past 
year  has  been  one  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  school  matters 
in  Greene  county.  For  three  years  the  people  of  this  county  have 
stood  by  the  county  superintendent  in  every  measure  that  has  been 
advocated.  As  a  result  of  the  co-operative  feeling  that  exists,  the 
school  sentiment  of  the  county  has  been  very  much  improved. 

We  have  made  but  few  departures  from  old  and  well  tried  plans 
and  methods.  We  have  so  directed  our  interest  and  attention  to  de- 
tails of  school  work  as  to  make  each  boy  and  girl  feel  that  the  school 
exists  for  their  benefit,  rather  than  that  boys  and  girls  are  raw  ma- 
terial to  be  run  through  an  institution  or  plant  in  a  mere  mechani- 
cal manner.  We  are  striving  to  convince  the  pupils  of  our  county 
that  school  work  is  serious  business  in  preparation  for  the  still  more 
serious  business  of  living  and  being  what  it  was  intended  they  should 
become. 

One  tendency  which  has  become  very  noticeable  under  the  new 
school  law  is  that  in  many  instances  the  office  of  school  director  is 
seeking  a  good  man  rather  than  an  ordinary  or  poorly  qualified  man 
seeking  the  office.  This  is  a  very  wholesome  condition.  It  results  in 
a  choice  of  better  qualified  directors  and  consequently  in  a  wiser 
selection  of  teachers. 

Our  teachers  have  been  stimulated  also  by  the  new  code.  Re- 
quirements for  certificates  have  been  so  raised  that  they  are  making 
greater  efforts  to  become  good  scholars  than  under  former  condi- 
tions. 

Four  new  school  houses  were  erected  in  Greene  county  during  the 
year,  each  of  them  being  modern  in  structure  and  heating  apparatus. 
One  of  these  is  a  four-room  structure  and  is  located  in  Monongahela" 
township.  Two  single  room  houses  were  built  in  Cumberland  town- 
ship and  one  in  Franklin  township.  One  new  high  school  was  insti- 
tuted, it  being  located  at  Nineveh,  in  Morris  township. 

For  some  years  it  has  been  the  custom  to  offer  a  prize  of  a  new 
International  dictionary  and  stand  to  the  school  in  the  county  mak- 
ing most  improvement  in  the  condition  and  appearance  of  the  school 
property.  The  prize  was  won  this  year  by  the  Weimer  school  in 
Aleppo  township,  taught  by  Miss  Etta  Myles.  A  marked  change  was 
noticed  in  many  of  the  school  properties  of  the  county  as  a  result  of 
this  contest. 

A  preliminary  institute  was  held  for  two  days  just  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  term.    The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  very  helf- 
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ful  especially  to  the  beginning  teachers.  One  special  feature  of  the 
meeting  was  the  preparation  and  discussion  of  a  model  program  for 
the  rural  school.  An  effort  was  made  to  systematize  the  work  of  the 
county  and  to  harmonize  the  efforts  of  different  individual  schools. 

The  usual  interest  was  manifested  in  county  institute.  Dr.  O.  T. 
Corson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Superintendent  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  of  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.,  and  Professor  William  A.  McKeever,  of  Manhattan, 
Kansas,  were  the  instructors  for  the  week.  Aside  from  the  enter- 
tainment and  lectures  by  other  talent  engaged  for  this  annual  oc- 
casion, the  lectures  of  these  men  alone  were  worth  many  times  the 
enrollment  fee  for  county  institute. 

There  were  many  features  worthy  of  note  in  connection  with  the 
school  work  of  our  county  during  the  year  that  has  just  closed.  They 
cannot  all  be  mentioned  here. 

We  can  only  say  in  passing  that  we  have  material  evidence  that 
our  schools  are  striving  to  keep  pace  with  the  times  even  in  this 
fast  age.  We  feel  that  we  have  work  planned  which  will  still  re- 
sult more  favorably  for  the  next  generation  of  pupils. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  present  superin- 
tendent to  be  so  welcomed  into  the  schools  and  homes  of  Greene 
county  while  on  his  work.  He  comes,  not  as  a  chronic  faultfinder, 
but  as  a  friend  and  helper  in  the  work.  He  is  ever  ready  and  anxious 
to  help  the  discouraged  teacher  and  the  struggling  or  needy  pupil. 

With  keen  appreciation  of  all  the  kindnesses  shown  and  help 
rendered  by  the  patrons,  teachers  and  directors ;  with  grateful  thanks 
for  information  and  assistance  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction;  and  with  greater  anticipation  for  the  year's 
work  which  is  now  being  planned,  I  submit  this  last  annual  report 
of  my  first  term  as  superintendent  of  schools  of  Greene  county. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— J.  G.  DeU. 


Another  year  of  the  Huntingdon  county  schools  has  passed  into  his- 
tory. Though  nothing  startling  or  prominently  unusual  occurred, 
we  believe  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  year's  work  was  up  to  a  progres- 
sive standard.  As  we  have  reported  at  former  times,  the  remote  rural 
schools  are  becoming  smaller,  while  those  about  our  public  works 


94  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

are  becoming  more  crowded.  This  crowded  condition  manifests  itself 
especially  in  the  mining  and  brick  manufacturing  districts. 

The  uTo-The-Towns"  movement  caused  us  to  close  just  as  many 
country  schools  as  we  opened  town  schools,  thus  keeping  the  number 
of  schools  just  where  it  was  one  year  ago.  Dudley  borough  was  com- 
pelled to  establish  a  new  school  during  the  term.  Broad  Top  City, 
Robertsdale  and  Woodvale  are  all  sadly  in  need  of  additional  schools. 
The  abandonment  of  the  farms  followed  by  congregating  in  indus- 
trial centers  is  alike  perplexing  to  both  county  and  town  schools. 
What  shall  we  do  with  the  small  county  school,  the  school  of  five  to 
twelve  pupils,  is  the  question  of  questions  in  this  county.  The  topo- 
graphical outline  of  our  Allegheny  foothill  section  forces  us  to  bear 
a  heavy  financial  burden  to  educate  but  a  "handful"  of  children 
in  many  cases. 

Of  our  teaching  force  forty-one  were  inexperienced.  We  employed 
112  provisional  certificates,  66  professional  certificates,  39  perma- 
nent certificates,  21  State  Normal  certificates  and  five  college  certifi- 
cates. Many  of  those  holding  professional  certificates  have  done 
special  work  at  Juniata  College.  They  will  take  the  work  for  a 
permanent  certificate  just  as  soon  as  they  are  legally  qualified.  Too 
many,  however,  rest  on  their  honors  after  they  secure  a  professional 
certificate. 

Each  succeeding  year  finds  a  larger  number  of  our  teachers  doing 
special  work  in  the  various  summer  schools.  This  we  have  urged, 
but  still  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  we  have  so  many  teachers  who  are 
not  professionally  trained  in  the  elements  of  pedagogy.  Thought- 
lessly, (we  are  charitable),  experienced,  successful  teachers  are  too 
often  turned  down  to  make,  room  for  beginners.  If  the  teacher  is 
not  a  success,  his  experience  should  never  retain  him ;  if  he  is  a  suc- 
cess, he  should  never  be  dropped  to  make  room  for  an  uncertainty. 

Of  about  seven  thousand  pupils  enrolled,  again  more  than  four- 
teen hundred  were  present  every  day.  Of  this  we  are  justly  proud. 
One  of  the  great  incentives  in  securing  this  splendid  attendance  is 
the  certificate  of  merit  for  perfect  attendance  which  is  donated  by 
W.  C.  321,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Both  enrollment  and  attendance  in  our 
high  schools  were  better  this  year  than  ever  before.  This  applies 
especially  to  our  township  high  schools.  We  still  have  many  young 
people  who  refuse  to  take  the  arbitrary  high  school  course,  and  chose 
to  take  a  more  liberal  course  in  a  private  or  select  school.  For  this 
section  of  the  State  the  arbitrary  ruling  of  the  high  school  inspec- 
tors is  a  hindrance  to  high  school  enthusiasm  among  the  farming 
people.  To  supplement  the  text  book  teaching  of  agriculture,  we 
have  organized  contest  clubs  in  corn  growing,  potato  culture  and 
poultry  raising.    This  is  creating  considerable  interest. 

Many  of  our  teachers  did  excellent  work  in  needle  work,  jack- 
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knife  and  simple  tool  work,  and  design  and  free-hand  drawing.  If 
we  could  have  work  benches  and  sets  of  tools,  much  could  be  accom- 
plished. We  have  been  unsuccessful  in  our  efforts  to  establish  school 
gardens.  Too  many  of  our  houses  and  school  grounds  are  "tumble 
down  shells  located  on  worthless  patches."  Then  too  many  teachers 
take  absolutely  no  interest  in  anything  outside  of  the  school  room. 

We  had  a  larger  number  to  complete  the  eighth  grade  course  this' 
year  than  ever  before.  Many  of  these  will  either  go  to  high  school 
or  enter  some  private  or  normal  school.  Several  of  these  will  enter 
the  much  advertised  business  schools.  The  high  school  graduates 
patronize  Juniata  College,  the  State  Normal  Schools  and  State  Col- 
lege largely. 

Owing  to  my  prolonged  illness  during  the  winter,  I  was  unable 
to  make  as  many  visits  as  usual.  What  schools  we  saw  were  generally 
doing  good  work. 

Having  declined  a  re-election,  T  am  pleased  to  offer  this,  my  last 
annual  written  report. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  Chapman. 


The  schools  of  the  county  have  been  uniformly  successful  during 
the  past  year.  A  general,  good  school  spirit  prevailed  throughout  the 
term.  The  teachers  are  anxious  to  procure  a  higher  grade  certificate 
and  in  view  of  this  many  of  them  are  availing  themselves  of  the  ad- 
vantages offered  by  Grove  City,  State  College  and  other  institutions. 

In  many  townships  most  interesting  educational  meetings  were 
held  monthly  throughout  the  year.    In  some  places  the  old  time  spell 
ing  bee  was  revived  and  a  high  degree  of  interest  was  manifested  by 
both  pupils  and  patrons. 

The  school  buildings  in  a  number  of  townships  have  been  much 
improved  during  the  past  year.  This  is  due  in  part  to  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Directors'  Association  of  the  county,  favoring  the 
painting  of  at  least  one-third  of  the  buildings  each  year.  Six  new 
buildings  were  erected,  which  conform  to  plans  approved  by  the 
State  Board  of  Education.  A  number  of  new  buildings  are  now  in 
course  of  erection.    In  Green  township  a  new  four-room  building  has 

been  started. 

The  school  directors  of  Montgomery  township  have  voted  to  place 
a  district  superintendent  over  their  nineteen  teachers.    This  is  done 
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for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  high  school  in  the  township  next 
year. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  pupils  from  the  country  schools  qualified 
for  high  school  at  the  examination  in  April.  This  is  a  noticeable  in- 
crease over  former  years.  The  high  schools  which  were  organized  two 
years  ago  are  nourishing  and  doing  a  most  commendable  work. 
*  The  County  Institute  was  well  attended,  there  being  but  one 
teacher  absent.  The  sessions  were  most  inspiring,  being  in  charge  of 
Drs.  Corson,  Teitrick  and  Schmucker.  The  music  of  the  institute  was 
well  looked  after  by  Prof.  Chas.  Dobson  of  California  Normal. 

The  directors  had  a  most  successful  gathering  during  two  days  of 
the  County  Institute  week.  The  following  topics  were  ably  dis- 
cussed: The  Directors  from  a  Teacher's  Standpoint,  The  Teacher 
from  a  Director's  Standpoint,  What  Directors  Expect  to  see  when 
visiting  a  School,  How  May  We  as  Directors  Kaise  the  Standard  of 
our  respective  Schools.  The  convention  was  favored  by  addresses 
from  Supt.  Teitrick  and  Dr.  Corson. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  of  a  high  grade.  They  were  well 
patronized  by  the  teachers  and  general  public. 

The  Boys'  Corn  Club  proved  to  be  a  success.  The  small  enrollment 
of  last  year  has  been  increased  by  many  new  members.  The  Savings 
&  Trust  Company  of  Indiana  is  financing  the  Corn  Club  movement. 

Everything  taken  into  consideration  the  county  has  made  progress 
along  modern  educational  ideas. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— L.   Mayne  Jones. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  passed  very  quietly  with  no  par- 
ticularly startling  developments.  I  shall  endeavor  to  report  briefly 
under  five  separate  topics  developments  that  I  believe  are  indicative 
of  steady  progress. 

Teachers. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  of  our  teachers  out  of  a  total  of 
three  hundred  and  forty-two  hold  certificates  above  the  provisional 
grade  as  compared  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  I  have  given  notice  to  prospective  teachers  that  on  and 
after  January  1,  1915  all  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  who 
have  not  had  experience  in  teaching  must  be  graduates  of  a  high 
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school  or  have  had  one  year  in  a  normal  school  or  college;  and  that 
for  a  professional  certificate  one  years  additional  work  will  be  re- 
quired. I  believe  these  conditions  will  materially  strengthen  our 
teaching  force  in  a  few  years. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

With  the  active  assistance  of  the  directors  all  districts  were  or- 
ganized and  regular  meetings  were  held.  The  directors  attended 
a  part  of  each  meeting  as  a  rule,  the  teachers'  meetings  being  held 
on  the  same  day  as  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  directors. 
The  books  on  the  teachers'  reading  course  were  made  the  basis  of 
the  study  and  discussion. 

The  teachers  of  each  district  also  held  one  or  more  public  meet- 
ing. Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Principals'  Association  for 
one  or  more  of  their  number  to  attend  each  meeting.  This  was 
a  new  and  valuable  feature  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  the 
principals  was  greatly  appreciated.  All  the  meetings  were  largely 
attended.  "The  Eequirements  for  a  Standard  School  and  How  to 
Meet  Them,"  and  "Home  and  School  Associations"  were  headline 
subjects  at  all  the  meetings.  As  these  topics  related  to  lines  of 
work  that  are  being  featured  in  the  county,  the  discussions  proved 
very  timely  and  aided  materially  in  arousing  interest  and  furthur- 
ing  the  work  done  along  these  two  lines.  I  was  privileged  to  attend 
fourteen  of  the  public  meetings. 

The  School  of  Methods. 

A  School  of  Methods  was  a  new  feature  of  our  work  this  year. 
This  new  departure  proved  so  helpful  that  such  a  school  will  be  held 
annually.  The  session  extended  from  August  26-29th.  The  work 
was  planned  especially  for  those  teaching  on  a  provisional  certifi- 
cate. All  these  attended,  and  many  of  the  other  teachers  attended 
also.  The  attendance  was  two  hundred  thirty-two,  and  we  have  only 
(134)  one  hundred  thirty-four  teaching  on  a  provisional  certificate. 

Special  instruction  was  given  in  manual  work  for  the  lower  grades 
by  Professor  M.  B.  King,  in  agriculture  by  Professor  L.  H.  Dennis, 
in  drawing  by  Miss  Rose  Fetterolf,  in  penmanship  by  Professor  J. 
L.  Kelly,  in  primary  methods  by  Miss  Edna  McNeil,  and  in  grade 
methods  by  Sup't.  N.  E.  Heeter,  Professor  Egbert,  and  the  County 
Superintendent. 

Two  hours  a  day  were  devoted  to  general  sessions  for  lectures  on 
methods,  and  five  hours  a  day  were  used  for  sectional  work  and 
demonstration  classes  with  from  fifty  to  sixty  in  a  class. 
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In  the  opinion  of  the  writer  and  many  others  who  have  expressed 
themselves  on  the  subject  this  was  one  of  the  most  helpful  teachers' 
meetings  ever  held  in  the  county,  not  even  excepting  the  county 
institute. 

Manual  Work. 

In  my  last  report  I  spoke  of  an  effort  to  have  manual  work  intro- 
duced into  all  the  grades  of  a  few  country  schools.  I  am  not  able 
to  report  as  much  progress  in  this  line  at  this  time  as  I  had  expected. 
Professor  King  had  expected  to  be  able  to  give  instructions  in  the 
upper  grade  work  at  the  School  of  Methods.  But  there  was  such  a 
general  demand  for  the  work  he  had  planned  for  the  lower  grades 
that  he  could  not  find  time  to  give  instruction  in  the  wood  work  as  he 
had  planned  for  the  upper  grades.  In  the  past  year  manual  work 
has  been  more  generally  and  better  taught  in  the  lower  grades  of  the 
rural  schools;  but  no  extension  of  the  teaching  of  work  in  wood 
started  last  year  has  been  made.  However  instruction  in  this  work 
will  be  given  a  limited  number  of  teachers  at  the  School  of  Methods 
to  be  held  this  fall,  and  we  hope  to  extend  the  work  into  a  few  more 
schools  next  year. 

Community  Organization. 

The  co-operation  of  all  the  forces  of  the  community,  and  an  or- 
ganized effort  of  all  the  people  of  the  community  to  make  more  effi- 
cient schools  cannot  and  does  not  fail  to  produce  results  on  the 
right  side  of  the  ledger.  Many  of  our  schools  have  been  making  an 
attempt  during  the  past  two  years  to  do  this  by  organizing  Home 
and  School  Associations.  The  meetings  of  these  associations  are 
held  either  at  the  school  house  or  at  the  homes  of  members.  A 
special  feature  of  many  of  them  was  one  or  more  dinners  served  in 
the  school  house  at  the  noon  hour  by  the  parents  for  both  pupils 
and  citizens;  the  dinners  were  followed  by  a  programme.  When 
teacher,  pupils,  and  parents,  sit  down  to  a  community  dinner  co- 
operation and  good  results  are  assured.  Dr.  Wm.  A.  McKeever's 
"Farm  Boys  and  Girls"  or  his  home  training  bulletins  were  made 
the  basis  of  study  and  discussions. 

In  nearly  every  instance  the  Association  did  something  toward 
improving  school  house  and  grounds  or  in  supplying  equipment. 
In   many   instances   these  efforts   resulted   in   making  a   Standard 

School. 

This  organization  of  the  school  and  the  community  did  much  for 
the  schools  so  organized.  With  a  teacher  who  is  a  community 
leader,  as  all  teachers  should  be,  there  are  infinite  possibilities  for 
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good  in  such  an  organization.  In  our  county  during  the  past  year 
I  believe  that  this  organization  was  the  greatest  single  factor  in 
making  better  schools  in  the  rural  districts. 

Annual  Report  to  The  People  of  The  County. 

I  now  have  in  preparation  a  detailed  report  of  the  school  activi- 
ties of  the  county.  This  is  distributed  among  the  citizens.  Last 
year  fifteen  hundred  copies  were  distributed.  The  advance  requests 
for  this  year's  report  will  make  it  necessary  to  print  at  least  eigh- 
teen hundred.  A  feature  of  this  report  is  a  tabulated  statement  of 
physical  conditions  and  equipment  of  each  rural  school;  this  is  given 
under  eight  headings.  This  statement  is  valuable  in  showing  each 
district  and  school  just  what  they  have  and  do  not  have.  I  hope 
to  encourage  the  community  that  is  doing  something,  and  to  show 
up  the  community  that  is  not  giving  the  boys  and  girls  a  square 
deal,  to  stimulate  them  to  activity. 

Conclusion. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
support  of  all  those  with  whom  it  was  my  duty  and  pleasure  to 
labor  in  this  the  greatest  and  most  vital  work  of  any  community 
or  equity— the  growing  of  good  lives. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— J.  H.  Deen. 


Interest  in  school  work  in  Juniata  county  during  the  year  has  not 
been  waning,  but  we  feel  justified  in  reporting  progress  along  various 

lines. 

The  attendance  in  the  rural  districts  was  very  good,  excepting 
when  children's  diseases  and  the  almost  impassable  condition  of  the 
roads  during  a  part  of  the  winter  prevented  some  from  being  present. 

Directors  are  being  more  thoughtful  with  reference  to  sanitation, 
for  which  we  are  glad. 

In  many  of  our  school  rooms  modern  systems  of  heating  and  ven- 
tilation have  been  installed. 

Many  of  our  teachers  did  excellent  work,  the  worth  of  which  can- 
not be  estimated;  while  others  were  not  so  successful,  some  from  lack 
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of  energy,  or  possibly  lack  of  interest  in  the  work,  and  some  met 
with  outside  influences  against  which  it  was  hard  to  contend. 

We  have  six  high  schools:  three  borough,  two  township,  and  one 
joint  borough  and  township  high  school,  which  are  doing  commend- 
able work.  We  trust  parents  and  all  concerned  may  more  and  more 
realize  the  importance  of  the  high  school  training  for  our  young 
people. 

One  hundred  and  ten  (110)  pupils  from  the  rural  schools  took  ex- 
amination for  high  school  entrance,  seventy-five  of  whom  received 
certificates. 

Our  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Mifflintown,  Novem- 
ber 24-28,  1913. 

It  was  very  satisfactory  and  the  work  done  was  of  the  most  prac- 
tical character.  The  teachers  were  all  present  excepting  one  who 
was  absent  on  account  of  sickness. 

We  had  as  day  instructors:  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  O. ;  Supt. 
W.  M.  Peirce  of  Ridgway,  Pa.;  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Principal  of 
Shippensburg  State  Normal  School,  and  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction.  The  evening  attractions  were: 
Monday  evening,  Male  Quartette,  Original  Strollers ;  Tuesday  evening, 
Lecture — "Lincoln,"  by  Dr.  Corson;  Wednesday,  "The  Venetian  Or- 
chestra," and  Thursday,  Lecture — Ex-Governor  Robert  B.  Glenn. 

The  school  directors  met  in  annual  convention  on  Wednesday, 
November  26,  in  the  grand  jury  room.  There  were  directors  pres- 
ent from  each  township  and  borough  excepting  one.  The  opening 
address  was  given  by  Clair  M.  Graybill,  Esq.,  of  Mifflintown.  Mr. 
Graybill  has  since  died.  After  several  addresses  by  directors  per- 
taining to  the  efficiency  of  the  schools,  they  were  addressed  by  Prof. 
R.  M.  McNeal  and  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson. 

The  school  boards  are  taking  greater  interest  in  their  annual  con- 
ventions from  year  to  year. 

Local  Teachers'  Institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  our 
county,  and  were  well  attended  and  we  believe  served  as  a  great 
inspiration  for  those  engaged  in  educational  work. 

It  has  been  our  aim  to  make  two  visits  to  each  school  during  the 
term,  but  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads  caused  by  immense 
snow  drifts,  a  few  schools  were  not  reached  the  second  time,  for 
which  we  are  sorry. 

We  desire  to  thank  teachers,  directors,  and  friends  throughout  the 
county  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  work  and  for  the  many 
kindnesses  shown  me  during  the  time  I  have  served  as  county  super- 
intendent of  Juniata  county.  To  the  editors  of  our  county  publica- 
tions, we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  for  their  assistance  in  the 
liberal  use  of  printer's  ink;  and  also  to  the  Department  at  Harris- 
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burg  we  are  greatly  indebted  for  the  willing  service  given  us  at  all 

times. 

For  my  successor,  Supt.  C.  E.  Kauffman,  I  ask  your  cordial  sup- 
port in  everything  that  tends  to  the  best  interests  of  our  boys  and 
girls. 


LACKAWANNA   COUNTY— J.   C.   Taylor. 


As  shown  in  my  statistical  report,  there  are  32  districts  in  all  un- 
der my  supervision;  18  townships  and  14  boroughs,  including  the  new 
borough  of  Clark's  Green,  added  this  year.  There  are  109  school 
buildings  containing  219  school  rooms.  We  have  33  graded  schools, 
and  13  of  these  schools  are  doing  high  school  work.  There  are  230 
teachers  employed,  including  the  principals  of  graded  and  high 
schools.  Eight  districts  have  a  nine-months  term;  Dalton  has  8* 
months;  sixteen  districts  have  an  eight-month  term;  and  seven  dis- 
tricts have  only  a  seven-months  term.  Gouldsboro,  Scott,  and  West 
Abington  have  extended  their  terms  from  seven  to  eight  months, 
and  Moscow,  from  eight  to  nine  months.  The  joint  district  of  South 
Abin-ton,  Clark's  Summit,  and  Clark's  Green  will  have  nine  months 
school  next  year.  The  average  length  of  term  for  the  32  districts 
is  now  162  days. 

Buildings. 

During  the  vacation  of  1913  La  Plume  borough  erected  a  hand- 
some, modern  two-room  building,  which  is  a  credit  to  the  district  and 
tc  the  school  board.  Tt  has  steam  heat,  sanitary  closets,  single  desks, 
and  plenty  of  slate  blackboard.  Rooms  are  large  and  well-lighted, 
and  cloak  closets  are  roomy  and  convenient.     Cost,  $6700. 

Fell  township  has  just  completed  a  new  high  school  building  con- 
taining four  large  class  rooms,  a  library,  an  office,  a  supply  room,  and 
a  recitation  room.  Tt  has  the  indirect  system  of  heating  and  ventila- 
tion, electric  lights,  flush  toilets,  and  other  modern  conveniences. 
The' cost  of  grounds,  building,  and  furniture  was  about  $17,600. 
Two  large  rooms  can  be  thrown  together  as  an  auditorium  for  com- 
mencements and  other  public  meetings. 

Moosic  borough  completed  a  comfortable  two-room  building  last 
March  at  Spike  Island,  to  accommodate  a  remote  part  of  the  bor- 
on**     The  rooms  are  large  and  well  lighted,  and  furnished  with 
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single  desks,  and  an  abundance  of  slate  blackboard.  It  has  a  modern 
system  of  beating  and  ventilation.     The  total  cost  was  about  $7000. 

Moosic  borough  has  also  under  construction  a  fine  high  school 
building  containing  eight  rooms,  a  supply  and  book  room,  cloak 
closets,  etc.  The  rooms  are  large  and  well  lighted,  and  are  sup- 
plied with  slate  blackboards,  and  modern  adjustable  desks.  The  cost 
of  this  building  will  be  about  $35,000.  It  has  been  needed  for  sev- 
eral years;  a  number  of  the  schools  have  been  run  on  half  day  ses- 
sions. 

Out  of  the  109  I  have  reported  93  as  "good  buildings;"  many  of 
these  are  old,  but  have  been  kept  in  good  repair,  and  are  fairly  com- 
fortable. In  several  districts  new  buildings  would  have  been  erected 
in  place  of  old  one-room  buildings,  but  progressive  directors  hope  to 
consolidate  schools  and  erect  large  buildings  in  central  locations. 
Sentiment  in  favor  of  consolidation  is  steadily  increasing. 

Consolidation  and  Kural  High  Schools. 

There  are  at  least  seven  districts  that  would  be  greatly  benefited 
by  consolidation  of  these  one-room  schools;  namely,  Scott  with  11 
schools;  Benton  with  9  schools;  Greenfield  with  8  schools;  Newton 
with  7  schools;  Covington  with  7  schools;  Jefferson  with  6  schools; 
and  Madison  with  5  schools.  Ransom  and  Spring  Brook  might  be 
added;  but  in  these  districts  the  difficulties  of  consolidation  would 
be  greater,  as  the  population  is  distributed  over  a  great  area,  and 
the  number  of  pupils  might  not  be  sufficient  to  maintain  a  high 
school. 

Many  of  our  progressive  directors  see  how  extravagant  it  is  to 
keep  all  these  little  schools  open,  many  of  which  have  less  than  20 
pupils  enrolled,  and  some  of  them  less  than  a  dozen;  and  they  also 
see  how  little  real  education  they  get  for  the  money  spent.  There 
has  been  much  discussion  in  several  of  these  districts  about  consoli- 
dation. Some  of  them  are  paying  large  bills  for  high  school  tuition 
to  adjoining  districts,  and  these  bills  are  steadily  increasing.  All 
this  expense  could  be  saved,  if  schools  were  consolidated,  and  rural 
high  schools  were  established.  But  the  strongest  argument  advanced 
by  the  friends  of  consolidation  and  rural  high  schools  is  that  these 
high  schools  would  educate  not  only  the  ten  or  twelve  pupils  that 
now  go  away  to  high  schools,  but  would  provide  high  school  educa- 
tion for  the  90  or  100  others  who  now  never  enter  high  schools, 
because  their  parents  can  not  afford  to  send  them. 

Another  strong  argument  for  consolidation  and  rural  high  schools 
is  the  opportunity  that  would  be  offered  for  the  introduction  of  a 
reformed  and  modern  course  of  study.  Most  of  our  city  high  schools 
and  those  of  large  boroughs  still  follow  courses  of  study  that  have 
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come  down  to  us  from  the  middle  .ages.  In  rural  high  schools  courses 
might  be  adopted  which  would  include  such  practical  studies  as  zool- 
ogy, botany,  agriculture,  fruit  growing,  animal  husbandry,  carpentry, 
cooking,  sewing,  etc. 

High  Schools. 
There  are  now  thirteen  districts  under  my  supervision  that  are 
maintaining  high  schools.  With  the  exception  of  four  in  which  agri- 
culture is  taught,  they  have  the  conventional  old  style  courses.  I 
give  below  a  brief  summary  of  these  high  schools  with  the  number  of 
students  enrolled,  and  the  number  of  graduates  for  last  year. 


Name  of  High  School. 


Blakely   high   school,    

Carbondale   township   high   school,    

Dalton   borough   high   school,    

Elmhurst   borough    high   school ■ 

Fell  township   high   school 

Jermyn  borough  high  school ■ 

Mayrield   borough   high    school,    

Moosic   borough   high   school,    

Moscow  borough  high  school ;••• ■■■;•:"•■'  V"  i 

South  Abington  township  and  Clark's   Summit  borough   high   school 

Vandling  borough   high   school 

Waverly   borough   high   school 

Lackawanna  township  high   school,    

Totals,    

*No  report. 


Rural  School  Examinations. 
On  May  16,  1914,  examinations  in  common  branches  for  pupils  in 
rural  districts,  wishing  to  enter  high  schools  in  other  districts,  were 
held  at  Moscow,  Clark's  Summit,  Waverly,  and  Dalton.  Questions 
were  prepared  by  the  county  superintendent,  and  the  examinations 
were  conducted  by  the  principals  in  the  districts  before  named,  as- 
sisted by  a  committee  of  teachers.  Eighty-six  students  were  ex- 
amined, and  high  school  admission  certificates  were  issued  to  55  of 
these  students.  The  large  number  of  failures  in  these  examinations 
is  due  chiefly  to  short  school  terms  (seven  months)  and  to  irregular 
attendance.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  pupils  to  do  the  heavy  work 
of  the  eighth  grade  in  a  term  of  seven  months. 


The  County  Teachers'   Institute. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  September  1-5,  1913,  with 
a  full  attendance  of  460  students.     Our  average  daily  attendance 


104 


PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


was  457.  Our  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Wm.  E. 
Chancellor,  Prof.  Wm.  A.  McKeever,  Miss  Beatrice  Weller,  and  Prof. 
O.  H.  Yetter.  Our  program  combined  German  wisdom,  Yankee 
shrewdness,  Irish  wit,  Scotch  zeal,  and  American  art.  None  of  the 
teachers  went  to  sleep  during  the  lectures,  and  our  good  friends 
representing  the  excellent  newspapers  of  Scranton  pronounced  it 
athe  best  ever."  A  Teachers'  Reading  Course  (not  the  first)  was 
adopted,  including  Warren's  Elements  of  Agriculture  and  Kemp's 
History  of  Education. 

School  Directors'  Associations. 

The  21st  annual  meeting  of  our  County  Association  of  School  Di- 
rectors was  held  in  Scranton,  December  18,  1913.  The  lecturers  were 
Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Chancellor.  Dr.  Waller's 
topics  were  "Necessary  Expense  and  Profitable  Investment"  and 
"The  Pennsylvania  School  System."  Dr.  Chancellor  gave  "Notes  of 
a  Wayfarer  in  5,000  Schools"  and  "How  to  Know  a  good  School  when 
you  See  it."     About  150  school  directors  attended  the  meeting. 

The  new  officers  are:  President,  E.  B.  Rogers  of  Elmhurst;  Vice- 
Presidents,  P.  E.  Walker  of  Mayfield  and  Dr.  B.  F.  Evans  of  South 
Abington;  Secretary,  G.  D.  Lewis  of  Jermyn;  and  Treasurer,  A.  F. 
Chase  of  Scott.  The  retiring  president,  J.  N.  Graves  of  Scott,  who 
presided  at  this  meeting,  addressed  the  directors  on  "The  Value  of 
Directors'  Meetings,"  and  Supt.  M.  W.  Cummings  of  Olyphant  spoke 
on  "The  Minimum  Salary  Law."  All  of  the  officers  of  our  County 
Directors'  Association  attended  the  meeting  of  the  State  Directors' 
Association  held  in  Harrisburg,  February  5-6,  1914. 

Conclusion. 

On  May  5,  1914  the  school  directors  of  Lackawanna  County  unan- 
imously re-elected  the  writer  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
for  a  term  of  four  years.  I  wish  here  publicly  to  thank  the  school 
directors  for  this  expression  of  confidence,  and  to  assure  them  that 
I  shall  strive  earnestly  to  deserve  their  approval.  With  their  co- 
operation and  support,  I  hope  to  make  these  four  years  the  most  suc- 
cessful for  the  schools,  in  the  history  of  the  county.  I  wish  also  to 
thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice  and  encour- 
agement, and  for  uniformly  kind  and  courteous  treatment. 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY— Daniel  Fleisher. 


In  visiting  the  schools  of  this  county  there  naturally  arises  the 
important  question,  "Are  the  schools  really  improving  and  are  they 
meeting  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  friends  of  public  educa- 
tion?" We  may  not  be  able  to  answer  the  question  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all,  yet  it  is  a  pleasure  to  point  to  evidences  of  growth  and  de- 
velopment in  the  right  direction. 


New  Buildings. 

During  the  year  three  new  buildings  were  erected.  Ephrata  town- 
ship took  the  lead  in  departing  from  the  old  style  of  construction. 
The  directors  selected  one  of  the  best  plans  sent  out  by  the  State 
Board,  and  as  a  result  they  have  a  most  attractive  building  that  em- 
bodies the  most  approved  ideas  in  regard  to  the  light. 

Rapho  township  erected  a  one  room  building  that  commands  the 
admiration  of  all  who  see  it.  The  best  material  was  used  in  the 
construction  and  the  builder  did  his  work  well.  The  house  is  a 
credit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  directors  and  to  the  good  taste  of  the 
people  in  that  township.     The  cost  was  $5,500. 

East  Lampeter  township  found  it  necessary  to  erect  a  building  to 
replace  one  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  term.  In  its  location  and 
in  the  general  plan  of  the  building  this  house  is  a  delightful  home 
for  the  children.  The  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  they  provided  a  new  building  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  pupils. 

Ephrata  borough  built  a  large  addition  to  one  of  the  buildings  to 
provide  better  facilities  for  the  high  school  students,  and  also  better 
to  accommodate  the  pupils  in  the  grades. 

East  Hempfield  township  enlarged  and  remodeled  the  building  at 
Rohrerstown  to  provide  room  for  the  pupils  brought  to  that  place 
on  account  of  the  closing  and  the  consolidation  of  several  of  the 
schools  of  the  district. 

Manheim  borough  has  begun  the  erection  of  a  large  modern  build- 
ing to  provide  for  the  present  and  future  needs  of  the  children  of 
that  progressive  borough.  Mount  Joy  borough  will  erect  an  addi- 
tion to  the  present  building  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of 
the  high  school.  Quarryville  borough  has  taken  a  most  progressive 
step  by  purchasing  two  acres  for  a  site  for  a  new  building  to  be 
erected  within  a  year, 
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Throughout  the  county  there  has  been  made  manifest  a  most  com- 
mendable disposition  to  improve  and  beautify  the  school  property. 
By  painting  in  appropriate  colors  the  appearance  of  the  exterior  and 
the  interior  of  many  houses  has  been  greatly  improved.  In  this 
county  as  a  rule  the  buildings  in  the  rural  district  receive  careful  at- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  directors  and  the  teachers  are  trying  to  do 
their  part  in  bringing  about  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  good  school  homes 
for  the  children. 


The  Teachers. 

There  are  evidences  of  progress  along  other  lines.  More  teachers 
are  taking  advantage  of  the  opportunities  for  better  equipment  and 
yearly  fewer  provisional  certificates  are  issued.  The  teachers  are 
showing  a  deep  interest  in  their  work,  and  the  teachers'  meetings 
are  attended  regularly  by  nearly  all. 

The  directors  are  providing  more  books  for  supplementary  work, 
and  in  every  way  they  are  taking  a  decided  interest  in  the  progress 
shown  by  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  under  their  care. 


New  Features. 

Next  year  West  Lampeter  township  will  have  a  department  of  agri- 
culture in  connection  with  the  high  school  of  that  district.  A  com- 
petent instructor  has  been  engaged,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to 
place  at  his  disposal  the  proper  facilities  for  the  effective  carrying 
out  of  the  plans  of  the  directors.  As  Lancaster  county  is  such  a 
great  agricultural  county  many  intelligent  farmers  will  watch  with 
interest  the  experiment  to  be  made  in  this  district. 

The  departmental  plan  of  instruction  introduced  in  the  upper 
grammar  grades  of  the  schools  of  Ephrata  borough  has  met  with 
much  favor.  The  work  has  been  satisfactory  to  all  interested  in  the 
new   departure. 


The  Institute. 

The  annual  institute  was  a  success,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Dr.  C. 
P.  Colegrove,  and  Dr.  Schmucker  were  with  us  the  entire  week.  Dr. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  Yocum,  and  Commissioner  of 
Education,  C.  P.  Claxton,  added  much  to  the  value  of  the  work  on  the 
days  when  it  was  found  necessary  to  divide  the  institute  to  accommo- 
date the  great  crowds.  We  do  not  want  to  give  up  our  institute,  or 
materially  to  change  the  present  method  of  conducting  the  same.  It 
is  a  positive  good  in  its  far  reaching  influence. 
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The  High  Schools. 

Both  the  borough  and  the  township  high  schools  are  doing  a  very 
important  work.  Their  influence  is  far  reaching.  The  able  teachers 
at  the  head  of  these  schools  are  doing  much  toward  advancing  the 
educational  ideals  of  the  county. 

Visits  of  the  Superintendent. 

To  inspect  the  work  of  649  teachers  in  a  satisfactory  manner  is  an 
impossibility.  The  rural  teachers  receive  the  visits  in  the  first  part 
of  the  school  year  and  then  attention  is  given  to  the  boroughs.  There 
are  more  than  500  hundred  teachers  in  the  county  outside  of  the 
boroughs.  These  teachers  are  widely  scattered  over  an  area  of  nearly 
1,000  square  miles  and  careful  planning  and  persistent  effort  is  re- 
quired to  see  them  all  during  the  school  term.  During  the  last  year 
again  every  teacher  was  visited  and  71  received  a  second  call.  The 
superintendent  was  favored  to  such  an  extent  that  in  the  term  of 
three  years  only  one  appointment  had  to  be  canceled  on  account  of 
the  weather.  v 

My  work  as  county  superintendent  has  been  made  exceedingly 
pleasant  through  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  and  the  directors 
and  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Department. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— W.  Lee  Gilmore. 


I  desire  first  to  thank  school  boards  for  their  earnest  co-operation 
and  efforts  to  make  school  conditions  pleasant  and  profitable. 

The  field  which  a  county  superintendent  has  to  cover  is  extreme- 
ly large  and  he  must  depend  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  assistance 
of  his  school  boards  and  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  his  teachers. 
In  the  main  his  work  must  be  suggestive  and  the  degree  of  success 
attained  depends  upon  the  faithfulness  with  which  teachers  carry 
out  instructions  given.  The  great  number  of  schools  and  the  wide 
extent  of  territory  over  which  a  county  superintendent  must  spread 
his.  efforts  makes  it  utterly  impossible  for  his  supervision  to  be  as 
efficient  as  the  occasion  demands.  One  of  the  greatest  needs  in  the 
rural  schools  today  is  close  and  expert  supervision.  Last  year  thirty- 
five  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  were  young  people  of  no  previous  ex- 
perience.    It  is  readily  seen  that  we  run  an  incubator,  and  the  sur- 
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prising  feature  is,  that  when  spring  comes,  our  hatch  is  as  success- 
ful as  we  find  it. 

A  wise  provision  of  the  School  Code  makes  it  possible  for  town- 
ships to  have  a  supervising  principal,  or  for  two  or  more  townships 
to  unite  in  securing  a  supervisor.  Thus  far  but  one  district,  North 
Beaver,  has  taken  advantage  of  this  provision  of  the  Code.  I  hope 
that  in  the  immediate  future  several  districts  may  avail  themselves 
of  this  opportunity.  I  would  suggest  this  problem  as  one  worthy  the 
careful  consideration  of  our  school  boards. 

The  schools  were  not  interfered  with  to  any  extent  during  the  past 
year  by  contagious  diseases.  As  a  consequence,  few  interruptions 
occurred  to  mar  the  work.  The  course  of  study,  provided  by  the 
State,  is  being  followed  as  consistently  as  possible  and  systematiza- 
tion  of  work  is  resulting  from  this  directed  effort. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  begin- 
ning October  6, 1913.  The  City  of  New  Castle  united  with  the  county 
in  this  meeting.  We  had  a  full  attendance  of  teachers  from  both 
districts.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary 
State  Board  of  Education.  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  W.  A.  McKeever, 
State  Agricultural  College,  Manhattan,  Kansas;  Dr.  Jonathan  Rig- 
don,  Winona  College,  Winona,  Ind.,  and  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  West 
Chester  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa.  The  music  of  the 
institute  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  Thomas  W.  Johns,  the  capable  super- 
visor of  music  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Castle.  The  institute  was 
up  to  the  high  standard  which  has  characterized  the  institute  of  this 
county  for  years.  One  of  the  special  features  that  attracted  much 
attention  was  an  agricultural  exhibit  by  the  pupils  of  the  Pleasant 
Valley.  School  in  Neshannock  District.  Mr.  G.  Meade  Gibson,  the 
teacher,  is  an  enthusiast,  along  the  line  of  agriculture  and  he  thor- 
oughly demonstrated  his  ability  to  convey  this  enthusiasm  to  his 
pupils.  This  exhibit  has  been  made  an  annual  feature  in  the  school 
and  the  interest  of  the  scholars  in  it  continues  throughout  the  entire 
year. 

A  campaign  for  supplementary  reading  has  been  waged  for  sev- 
eral years  and  it  is  beginning  to  bear  fruit.  Many  school  boards  are 
aroused  to  the  importance  of  this  subject  and  the  necessity  of  secur- 
ing additional  material  for  teaching  it. 

Directors  are  realizing  the  importance  of  music  in  the  schools. 
Last  year  we  had  special  supervisors  of  this  subject  in  Big  Beaver, 
North  Beaver,  Bessemer,  Ellwood  City,  Hickory,  Mahoning,  New 
Wilmington,  Shenango,  and  South  New  Castle  Districts.  Much  in- 
terest is  manifested  in  the  work  and  for  the  coming  school  year  sev- 
eral additional  districts  will  provide  for  it. 

Impulsive,  impetuous,  or  spasmodic  effort  does  not  secure  results 
that  are  permanent  or  lasting.     I  am  glad  that  our  teachers  are  of 
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the  class  that  keep  continually  endeavoring  to  improve  conditions 
and  secure  the  best  results  possible  in  our  schools. 

Plain  Grove  district  operated  a  very  successful  centralized  school 
during  the  past  year  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  board  is 
going  to  continue  this  policy  by  providing  a  modern  brick  building 
for  the  work. 

My  grateful  appreciation  is  extended  to  the  press  of  the  county  for 
the  assistance,  courtesy  and  many  favors  which  it  has  shown  to  the 
school  system  and  officials  of  the  county  and  for  the  efforts  which  it 
has  made  to  aid  the  cause  by  the  many  publications  and  distribu- 
tion of  literature  along  educational  lines.  I  desire,  also,  to  thank 
the  ministers,  teachers,  directors,  organizations,  societies,  indivi- 
duals, and  all  who  have  added  to  the  profit  of  the  past  year. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


Commendable  progress  along  all  lines  of  school  activity  has  been 
made  during  the  last  year.  Perhaps  during  no  other  school  term  of 
my  administration  than  in  the  one  just  closed  have  our  schools  made 
more  substantial  progress.  This  generally  prosperous  condition  is 
due,  in  a  large  measure,  to  a  unification  of  the  various  factors  which 
comprise  the  school  machinery,  the  patrons,  the  pupils,  the  directors, 
the  teachers  and  the  superintendent.  When  the  greatest  harmony 
prevails  among  these  factors,  so  that  every  effort  put  forth  by  all  of 
them  points  in  the  direction  of  the  best  schools,  success  is  insured, 
while,  on  the  contrary,  no  good  school  can  be  found  when  there  is 
discord  among  these  various  school  factors. 

Usually  there  prevails  a  maximum  amount  of  co-operation  when  ex- 
ceptionally strong  teachers  are  employed.  Hence  the  wisdom  and 
the  economy  of  procuring  only  the  very  best  teachers.  These  can 
be  procured  by  paying  good  salaries.  While  a  majority  of  our  dis- 
tricts are  paying  a  fair  salary  and  while  there  has  been  a  gradual 
increase  in  the  salaries  of  our  teachers,  the  fact,  nevertheless,  re- 
mains, that  our  public  school  teachers  who  are  professionally  trained 
for  the  all-important  work  they  are  expected  to  do  and  who  do  this 
work  conscientiously  are  vastly  underpaid  servants. 

There  was  a  scarcity  of  teachers  in  our  county  during  the  past 
years.    This  was  especially  true  during  the  last  year.    The  superin- 
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tendent  was  compelled  to  issue  certificates  to  persons  whom  he  had 
rejected  at  the  regular  examination.  The  reason  for  this  is  evident. 
Many  have  left  the  ranks  of  teaching  and  have  entered  vocations  in 
which  the  opportunity  for  earning  money  is  many  times  greater  than 
in  the  profession  of  teaching.  The  present  age  is  noted  for  its  ma- 
terial prosperity.  Everybody  is  eager  to  earn  money.  School  au- 
thorities must  recognize  this  fact  and  must  remunerate  the  true 
teacher  for  his  services  as  well  as  he  would  be  compensated  in  other 
lines  of  work. 

In  many  of  our  districts  the  grounds,  the  buildings  including  the 
sanitaries,  heating  and  ventilating  received  considerable  attention. 
This  is  largely  the  result  of  the  efforts  put  forth  by  many  of  our 
teachers  and  directors  to  standardize  their  schools.  Two  years  ago 
the  requirements  for  a  standard  school  were  set  forth  in  a  four-page 
circular  which  was  distributed  over  the  entire  county,  and  since  then 
great  strides  have  been  made  by  many  of  our  teachers  and  directors  - 
to  meet  these  requirements,  during  the  last  year  five  schools  have 
been  standarized  and  many  are  nearly  ready  for  standardization. 

Heidelberg  township  erected  a  new  building  at  Kleinfeltersville. 
This  building  is  worthy  of  special  mention  and  certainly  reflects  a 
great  deal  of  credit  upon  the  men  under  whose  direction  and  super- 
vision it  was  erected.  It  is  a  four  room  building  constructed  of 
Eeading  brick.  Besides  the  four  fine  school  rooms  it  contains  a 
spacious  hall,  ample  cloak  rooms,  a  well  lighted  basement,  in  one 
part  of  which  is  placed  the  heating  plant.  The  building  is  heated 
by  team.  The  fresh  air  is  admitted  through  openings  in  the  wall 
which  take  the  air  directly  under  the  radiators  thus  heating  it  before 
it  circulates  through  the  rooms.  The  foul  air  is  extracted  from  the 
rooms  by  means  of  foul  air  ducts  leading  into  the  main  furnace  flue. 
The  lighting  is  bilateral,  and  the  children  so  seated  that  all  light 
falls  over  their  backs  and  left  shoulders.  The  building  is  located 
on  an  acre  plot  which  has  quite  an  elevation.  The  plot  will  be 
graded  and  terraced  and  when  completed  will  be  one  of  the  finest 
school  building  sites  in  our  county.  The  building  takes  the  place 
of  an  old  double  building  and  was  erected  with  the  view  of  consol- 
idating some  of  the  rural  schools  in  that  part  of  the  district. 

In  North  Lebanon  district  every  house  excepting  the  one  recently 
erected  at  Gleona  was  painted,  both  outside  and  inside.  Many  shade 
trees  have  been  planted  and  the  yards  much  improved.  The  teachers 
of  this  district,  with  a  few  exceptions,  held  entertainments  and  in- 
vested the  proceeds  in  clocks,  pictures  and  libraries.  Many  of  the 
rooms  are  in  an  ideal  condition,  excepting  the  method  of  heating  and 
ventilating.  In  South  Lebanon  district  all  the  rooms,  excepting 
two,  were  painted  on  the  inside.  In  most  of  the  other  districts  a  few 
houses  were  painted  and  general  improvements  made. 
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In  Jackson  district  the  Waterbury  system  of  heating  and  ventilat- 
ing the  single-room  building  was  introduced  into  six  buildings.  In 
each  of  Bethel,  Swatara  and  East  Hanover  districts  the  Smith  sys- 
tem of  heating  and  ventilating  was  introduced  into  two  buildings. 
These  systems  give  the  very  best  satisfaction.  If  the  patrons  of  our 
schools  could  fully  realize  the  danger  to  which  their  children  are 
daily  exposed,  either  by  breathing  foul  air  or  by  subjecting  them  to 
drafts  of  cold  air,  they  would  insist  upon  the  installation  of  a  modern 
system  of  heating  and  ventilating  into  every  single-room  building  in 
the  county.  The  health  of  our  children  is  most  assuredly  worth  more 
than  the  few  paltry  dollars  that  it  would  cost  to  install  into  every 
school  room  a  completely  sanitary  system  of  heating  and  ventilation. 

Of  the  two  hundred  sixty-one  (261)  teachers  employed  during  the 
last  term  seventy-eight  (78)  held  the  provisional  certificate,  thir- 
ty (30)  held  the  professional  certificate,  sixty-four  (64)  held  the 
county  permanent  certificate,  eighty-one  (81)  are  normal  school  grad- 
uates and  eight  are  graduates  of  colleges.  Thirty-two  (32)  have  had 
no  previous  experience.  The  superintendent  met  those  without  pre- 
vious experience  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  school  term  and  spent 
an  entire  day  in  giving  them  instruction  in  methods  of  teaching  and 
in  school  management.  Eesults  show  that  such  a  day  means  much  to 
the  inexperienced  teacher. 

Each  of  the  four  distinct  teachers'  associations  we  are  having  in 
the  county  held  two  full  day  sessions.  In  this  kind  of  work  we  were 
ably  assisted  by  Superintendents  Fred  W.  Eobbins,  Eli  M.  Rapp,  L. 
E.  McGinnis,  Profesors  H.  A.  Surface,  Edgar  Stauffer,  Misses  Nan 
L.  Mildren  and  Laura  Bausman.  These  association  meetings  have 
proved  an  invaluable  factor  in  our  school  management.  To  a  slight 
extent  they  take  the  place  of  our  lax  method  of  supervision.  They 
give  the  Superintent  an  opportunity  to  do  some  definite  work  with 
his  teachers.  The  teachers  are  to  be  highly  commended  for  the 
interest  they  manifested  in  these  meetings.  The  attendance  of  the 
teachers  of  the  Intermediate  Grade  Teachers'  Associations  was  nearly 
perfect. 

The  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  St.  Mark's 
Reformed  Church.  Lebanon,  during  the  week  of  October  20,  1913. 
Our  instructors  were  Hon.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr. 
Reuben  Post  Halleck  and  Rev.  G.  D.  Gosard.  Prof.  Robert  J.  Mc- 
Dowell had  charge  of  the  music.  On  Monday  evening  the  Lebanon 
County  Teachers'  League  held  its  annual  meeting;  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing Dr.  John  Merrite  Driver  delivered  a  splendid  lecturer  on  "Amer- 
ica Facing  the  Far  East;"  on  Wednesday  evening,  Ralph  Bingham 
gave  an  entertainment ;  on  Thursday  evening  there  was  a  Grand  Con- 
cert bv  The  Music  Makers  Quartet.     Every  teacher  in  the  county 
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was  present  during  the  entire  week.     The  institute  was  one  of  the 
best  ever  held  in  our  county. 

Following  the  County  Institute  four  joint  local  institutes  were 
held  including  all  the  districts  of  the  county.  These  were  held  at 
Palmyra,  Jonestown,  Schaefferstown  and  Independent  borough. 
With  one  exception,  every  teacher  appointed  to  serve  at  these  differ- 
ent institutes  performed  his  or  her  work  in  a  highly  creditable  man- 
ner. Of  the  two  hundred  sixty-one  (261)  employed  in  the  county 
one  hundred  ninety-eight  (198)  attended  their  respective  institutes. 
The  record  of  attendance  at  these  meetings  is  lower  than  it  has  been 
for  some  years,  due  to  the  fact  that  two  of  the  four  institutes  were 
held  on  very  inclement  Saturdays.  In  nearly  all  our  townships  dis- 
trict institutes,  teachers'  meetings,  parents'  meetings  and  spelling 
bees  were  held  during  the  school  term.  The  school  house  is  becoming 
a  community  center  as  a  result  of  these  meetings. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  in  Lebanon,  December  5th  and 
6th,  1913.  The  attendance  was  nearly  perfect,  most  of  the  districts 
having  had  a  full  attendance.  No  school  director  can  afford  to  miss 
this  most  important  meeting.  The  program  of  the  first  day's  session 
consisted  of  various  questions  pertaining  to  the  work  and  the  duties 
of  the  school  director.  These  were  discussed  in  a  general  way  by  the 
directors,  the  county  superintendent  and  Prof.  Fred.  W.  Bobbins, 
City  Superintendent,  who  rendered  highly  valuable  services  at  this 
convention.  On  the  evening  of  the  first  day  Dr.  Martin  Grove  Brum- 
baugh delivered  a  masterly  address  to  one  of  the  largest  educational 
gatherings  that  was  ever  held  in  our  county.  Fully  one  half  of  the 
teachers  of  the  county  were  in  attendance  as  well  as  the  leaders  in 
educational  work  from  all  parts  of  the  county  and  the  city.  It  was 
the  leading  educational  event  of  the  school  year.  The  instructors  for 
the  second  day  were  Dr.  Brumbaugh  and  Prof.  Arthur  Cromwell. 
The  schools  of  the  county  will  certainly  be  materially  helped  in  their 
progress  by  the  splendid  work  of  this  great  convention. 

The  work  done  by  the  Boys'  Agricultural  and  the  Girls'  Domestic 
Science  Clubs  is  worthy  of  commendation.  Seven  of  our  districts 
held  township  exhibits  at  which  prizes  were  awarded  for  the  best 
products.  At  these  township  exhibits  we  were  ably  assisted  by  Prof. 
Franklin  Menges,  Hon.  Edgar  A.  Weimer  and  Mr.  Fred  Fertig. 
There  was  quite  a  display  of  the  products  of  the  boys  and  girls  at  the 
Lebanon  Countv  Corn  Show  and  Fruit  Exhibition,  held  in  Lebanon, 
November  14th  and  15th,  1 1)  13.  Here  also  prizes  were  awarded  for  the 
best  products.  On  February  28,  1914,  the  County  Superintendent  is- 
sued Circular  No.  2,  which  prides  for  seven  contests.  These  are 
corn-growing,  potato-growing,  canned  fruit,  bread-making,  sewing  No. 
1,  sewing  No.  2  and  vegetable-growing.  The  conditions  are  all  de- 
finitely set  forth  for  each  contest  and  the  awards  all  enumeraed.     In 
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this  new  field  of  educational  work  the  superintendent  is  ably  as- 
sisted by  the  Lebanon  County  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Associa- 
tion. The  ultimate  success  of  this  work  will,  however,  largely  depend 
upon  our  teachers  in  the  rural  schools. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  are  all  in  a  fine  condition.  Both 
Annville  and  Palmyra  have  added  another  year  to  the  course,  thus 
making  these  schools  first  class  high  schools.  Myerstown  will  add 
another  year  to  their  course  next  year  when  it  will  be  made  a  first 
class  high  school.  Jonestown  will  add  another  year  to  its  course 
thus  doing  three  years  of  work.  Newmanstown  employed  an  addi- 
tional teacher  thus  making  their  school  a  second  class  high  school. 
Annville  and  Palmyra  has  each  employed  an  additional  teacher.  The 
attendance  in  our  high  schools  is  constantly  increasing  showing  that 
our  people  begin  to  realize  these  schools  offer  superior  advantages 
to  their  boys  and  girls  which  they  cannot  afford  to  miss.  Our  di- 
rectors are  to  be  commended  for  making  the  term  of  all  our  high 
schools  nine  months. 

I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  their  wise  counsel,  to  the  press  of  the  county 
for  its  influence  and  support  to  the  teachers  and  the  directors  for 
their  loyalty  and  faithful  co-operation  and  to  all  those  who  have  in 
any  way  helped  the  cause  of  public  education. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  another  year  of  progress  in  our 
school  work.  There  was  nothing  startling  in  the  work,  but  the  results 
attained  were  such  that  I  am  satisfied  that  advancement  was  made. 

One  new  school  district  was  added  by  the  formation  of  Alburtis 
borough.  This  district  as  incorporated  contains  four  schools.  It 
was  cut  out  of  Lower  Macungie  township. 

Two  new  school  houses  were  built  and  used  for  school  purposes 
during  the  year.  A  two-room  building  in  the  eastern  part  of  Salis- 
bury, to  relieve  the  congested  condition  there,  and  a  four-room  build- 
ing was  erected  in  the  third  ward  of  the  borough  of  Catasauqua. 
Both  of  them  are  well  arranged  buildings  and  up  to  the  standard 
of  modern  school  architecture.  There  is  an  eight-room  building  in 
the  course  of  erection  at  Mountainville  in  Salisbury,  and  a  four-room 
building  in  the  Keiper  district,  in  Hanover.  Quite  a  number  of  ven- 
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tilating  heaters  were  installed  in  the  different  districts,  and  with  a 
lew  exceptions  proved  very  satisfactory.  More  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  matter  of  heating  and  ventilating  the  rural  school  build- 
ings. We  also  have  about  half  a  dozen  buildings  in  the  county  that 
are  worn  out  and  unfit  for  further  use.     These  should  give  way  to 

new  ones. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  term  just  closed,  many  of  our  schools 
suffered  materially  from  poor  attendance,  caused  by  contagious  dis- 
eases. In  a  number  of  instances  schools  were  closed  for  a  week  or 
two,  and  in  others  the  attendance  had  dwindled  down  to  such  a  small 
number  that  it  would  have  been  more  advisable  to  close  them  also 

for  a  period. 

The  principals  and  high  school  teachers  of  the  county  meet  once 
a  month  for  the  discussion  of  questions  pertaining  to  their  work. 
These  meetings  are  highly  interesting  as  well  as  helpful  to  the 
schools.  On  the  last  Saturday  of  April  all  the  teachers  were  in- 
vited to  a  rally  under  the  auspices  of  the  Principals'  Association. 
The  rally  was  held  in  the  court  house  and  was  very  largely  attended. 
About  three-fourths  of  all  of  our  teachers  were  present.  Inspiring 
addresses  were  delivered  by  Drs.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  Madison  C.  Peters 
and  Rev.  Theodore  Josephs.  All  in  all,  a  very  enjoyable  as  well  as 
profitable  time  was  had. 

The  annual  directors  convention  was  largely  attended  by  the  di- 
rectors of  the  county,  and  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Erdman, 
the  chairman,  and  Drs.  Becht  and  Boyer.  Considering  the  interest 
manifested  in  the  addresses,  much  good  should  come  out  of  this  meet- 
ing. 

I  wish  to  commend  those  teachers  who  during  the  last  several  years 
availed  themselves  of  the  Saturday  courses  offered  them  by  Muhlen- 
berg College.  These  courses  give  them  a  splendid  opportunity  to 
work  up  such  of  the  higher  branches  which  they  may  need.  This 
work  has  also  helped  to  reduce  the  number  of  provisional  certifi- 
cates in  our  county.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  these  certifi- 
cates has  been  very  apparent  during  the  last  few  years.  During  the 
past  year  we  employed  only  33  teachers  holding  provisional  certifi- 
cates,' and  for  the  year  just  beginning  there  will  only  be  2G. 

The  county  and  local  institutes  continue  to  arouse  educational 
interest.  They  were  well  attended  and  unusual  interest  was  mani- 
fested. 

The  twelfth  day  of  February  was  set  aside  as  Patron's  Day.  The 
day  was  observed  in  almost  every  school.  In  some  instances  special 
programs  were  prepared  and  rendered,  and  in  others  the  general 
everyday  work  was  shown.  In  two  townships,  Heidelberg  and  Low- 
hill,  the  schools  of  each  joined,  and  held  exercises  in  one  of  their 
churches.  These  exercises  are  reported  to  have  been  highly  interest- 
ing. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  progress  in  the  work  of  public 
education  in  Luzerne  county.  There  is  a  strong  co-operative  feeling 
among  the  teachers,  directors  and  superintendent  and  all  these  fac- 
tors are  placing  the  welfare  of  the  children  above  every  other  consid- 
eration. Much  of  our  inspiration  has  been  received  from  our  excel- 
lent County  Institutes  and  interesting  Directors'  Meetings. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Monday, 
October  27,  in  Irem  Temple,  Wilkes-Barre.  There  were  1,100  teach- 
ers enrolled,  which  is  a  very  large  number,  considering  the  fact  that 
there  are  four  separate  district  institutes  held  in  the  county.  The 
work  done  at  this  meeting  can  hardly  be  surpassed  as  the  speakers 
were  among  the  most  prominent  educators  in  the  United  States. 
They  were  Hon.  P.  P.  Claxton,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation, Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan,  President  of  Colgate  University,  Dr. 
Chas.  W.  Kent,  of  University  of  Virginia,  and  Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum, 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  The  music  was  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Arthur  J.  Abbott  of  Buffalo. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  January  15th,  1914.  The  speakers  were  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Jones, 
President  of  the  Association,  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Principal 
East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School.  The  meeting  was  attended 
by  200  directors  and  great  interest  was  manifested. 

During  the  year  I  made  946  school  visitations  and  some  of  them 
were  made  under  great  difficulty  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather. 
There  were  a  few  teachers  whose  work  did  not  meet  with  my  approval 
and  we  expect  to  find  them  among  the  missing  next  term. 

Before  closing  the  report  I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Department  for  helpful  aid  to  the  teachers  for  their  loyalty,  and  to 
the  directors  and  patrons  for  their  kind  co-operation.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  the  public  press  for  publishing  educational  happen- 
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LYCOMING   COUNTY— G.   B.   Milnor. 


One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  work  of  the  year  was 
the  activities  of  the  associations  of  parents,  teachers  and  pupils 
through  the  county  in  securing  various  kinds  of  school  improvements. 
In  this  work  probably  most  attention  was  given  to  the  improvement 
of  the  appearance  of  school  rooms  with  pictures  and  other  appro- 
priate decorations,  the  enlarging  of  libraries  and  the  equipment  of 
playgrounds  with  suitable  apparatus. 

The  entire  amount  of  money  raised  for  interior  and  exterior  im- 
provement of  the  rural  and  borough  schools  was  $3,589.47.  The  dis- 
tricts raising  the  largest  amounts  through  parent-teacher  associa- 
tions and  entertainments  by  pupils  and  teachers  were  Loyalsock 
$716.96;  South  Williamsport,  $490.99,  and  Jersey  Shore,  $338.62. 
Other  districts  raising  over  $100  were  Clinton,  Upper  Fairfield, 
Washington  and  Muncy  Borough. 

The  number  of  educational  meetings  in  the  county  for  the  year 
was  171.  South  Williamsport  and  Loyalsock  were  first  with  20 
each  and  Hepburn  second  with  thirteen.  There  are  13,033  books  in 
the  school  libraries  of  the  county.  Of  this  number  1,012  were  added 
last  year  in  34  districts.  The  number  of  patrons'  visits  during  the 
year  was  3,823  and  the  number  of  special  exercises  held,  764. 

Seven  hundred  ninety-seven  pupils  were  perfect  in  attendance  and 
punctuality.  Jersey  Shore  reported  fifty-eight;  Muncy,  forty-nine; 
South  Williamsport,  forty;  Montgomery,  thirty-six,  and  Loyalsock 
township,  thirty-two.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was 
eighty-eight  and  one  half.  One  hundred  seventy-one  pupils  were 
granted  common  school  diplomas  and  105  pupils  of  the  rural  schools 
attended  the  borough  high  schools  of  the  county. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Muncy  during  the  week 
of  December  15-19.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  Reuben  Post  Halleck 
of  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Dr.  F.  B.  Pearson  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  Byron 
W.  King  of  Pittsburgh;  Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire  of  Philadelphia, 
Prof.  C.  D.  Koch  of  Harrisburg,  Supt.  F.  W.  Bobbins  of  Lebanon 
and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter  of  Bloomsburg.  The  evening  attractions 
were:  Edward  Reno,  Lincoln  McConnell,  the  Weatherwax  Brothers 
and  Edward  Amherst  Ott.  One  hundred  twenty-five  directors  were 
present  on  Directors'  Day  when  Standardizing  the  Rural  Schools  was 
the  chief  topic  for  discussion.  Supt.  F.  W.  Robbins,  Dr.  Byron  W. 
King,  Dr.  Reuben  Post  Halleck  and  Edward  Amherst  Ott  spoke  be- 
fore the  joint  meeting  of  teachers  and  directors  at  the  afternoon 
session.  The  display  of  pupils'  work  occupied  two  large  rooms.  The 
exhibit  of  drawing,  penmanship  and  handwork  was  superior  to  that 
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of  previous  years  and  showed  that  the  schools  have  made  substantial 
progress  along  these  lines.  The  attendance,  attention  and  interest 
manifested  by  the  teachers  were  all  that  could  be  desired  and  the 
institute  was  considered  one  of  the  best  held  in  years. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  county  Teachers'  Exchange  continue 
to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county. 
McMurry's  Standards  in  Education  was  used  for  review  and  discus- 
sion throughout  the  year.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Teach- 
ers' Association  was  held  at  Vallamont  in  Loyalsock  township  in 
February.  In  addition  to  the  discussion  of  school  questions  ad- 
dresses "were  given  by  A.  M.  Weaver,  Assistant  Principal  of  the 
Williamsport  High  School,  H.  C.  Evans,  State  Forester,  Waterville. 
Dr.  A.  B.  Vanormer,  Shippensburg,  Supt.  Chas.  Lose,  Williamsport 
and  Harry  P.  Keyte,  director  of  Lower  Fairfield.  The  evening  lec- 
ture, The  Land  of  Scott  and  Burns  (illustrated)  by  Dr.  J.  George 
Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  was  appreciated 
and  enjoyed  by  a  large  audience. 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, Supt.  E.  M.  Bapp  of  Berks  County,  Supt.  Charles  Lose  of  Wil- 
liamsport were  the  speakers  for  the  annual  Directors'  Convention 
held  in  Williamsport  in  May.  Steck  Hill  of  Hughesville  and  H.  E. 
Yorks  of  Limestone  township  reported  the  State  Directors'  Conven- 
tion. Harry  P.  Keyte  reported  the  requirements  for  standard  rural 
school  as  outlined  by  the  committee  appointed  at  the  county  insti- 
tute. This  report  was  accepted  by  the  convention  and  is  to  be  used 
as  a  definite  guide  for  rural  school  improvement  during  the  coming 

year. 

Two  townships,  Eldred  and  Hepburn,  conducted  regular  lecture 
courses  during  the  year.  Through  the  aid  of  the  schools  and 
churches  high  class  talent  was  employed  and  the  rural  people  were 
able  to  enjoy  a  lyceum  course  such  as  is  usually  given  in  boroughs 
and  cities.  These  courses  were  entirely  successful  and  plans  have 
been  laid  for  their  continuance  another  year. 

The  schools  of  Loyalsock  township  joined  in  commencement  exer- 
cises at  the  close  of  the  term  when  forty  pupils  were  graduated 
nearly  all  of  whom  will  enter  the  Williamsport  High  School  next 
year.  The  commencement  address  was  given  by  Deputy  Superinten- 
dent R.  B.  Teitrick  of  Harrisburg. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  generous  assistance  and 
continued  co-operation  of  teachers,  patrons,  directors,  the  public 
press  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
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McKEAN  COUNTY— C.  W.  Lillibridge. 


The  past  school  year  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  county  schools.  This  has  been  brought  about  in  a  large 
measure  by  the  interest  taken  in  educational  matters  by  teachers, 
patrons,  and  directors. 

Of  the  twenty  districts  under  the  supervision  of  the  county  sup- 
erintendent, seven  have  a  nine  months'  term,  while  the  remaining 
districts  maintain  school  terms  of  eight  months.  The  length  of  term, 
together  with  the  high  average  wage  paid  to  teachers  make  the  per 
capita  cost  of  schooling  in  the  county  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
State.  There  is,  however,  little  objection  on  the  part  of  taxpayers. 
On  the  other  hand  patrons  and  directors  are  constantly  seeking  means 
whereby  the  schools  may  become  more  efficient. 

At  the  present  time  three  of  the  fifteen  townships  have  supervising 
principals.  Three  other  districts  will  doubtless  employ  such  princi- 
pals in  the  near  future.  This  method  of  closer  and  more  effective  su- 
pervision seems  the  most  satisfactory  one  yet  devised,  certainly  more 
satisfactory  than  the  present  one  which  does  not  work. 

Teachers. 

There  are  222  teachers  employed  in  the  twenty  districts  of  the 
countv.  Of  this  number  91,  or  forty  per  cent,  of  the  entire  teaching- 
force,  are  normal  school  graduates;  43,  or  twenty  per  cent,  hold  pro- 
fessional certificates;  54  teachers,  or  twenty-three  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  number,  hold  provisional  certificates. 

Professional  certificates  are  granted  to  teachers  who  have  taught 
two  terms  successfully  and  who  have  attended  a  normal  or  summer 
school  for  one  or  more  terms. 

Provisional  certificates  as  a  rule  are  not  granted  to  applicants 
who  have  not  finished  a  four  years'  course  at  one  of  the  county  high 

schools. 

Last  year  thirty  of  our  teachers  were  teaching  their  first  term. 
Of  this  number  21  held  provisional  certificates. 

Examinations. 
During  the  year  96  candidates  for  teachers'  certificates  presented 
themselves  at  the  six  examinations  held  for  this  purpose.     Of  this 
number  fifteen  received  professional  certificates  while  fifty-six  re- 
ceived provisional  certificates. 
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Two  hundred  sixty  eighth  grade  pupils  in  the  townships  took  the 
county  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  school  year.  One  hundred 
seventy-eight  of  this  number  were  successful  and  were  granted  county 
diplomas.  The  greater  number  of  these  pupils  will  enter  borough 
high  schools  next  fall. 

The  last  report  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
places  the  enrollment  of  pupils  in  McKean  county  schools  at  9,837. 
Of  this  number  4,283  are  enrolled  in  the  township  schools.  It 
shows  a  gratifying  interest  in  educational  affairs  and  a  fair  degree 
of  efficiency  in  the  schools  when  178  pupils  out  of  a  total  4,283  en- 
rolled, pass  in  a  creditable  manner  the  eighth  grade  examinations. 


Educational  Meetings. 

The  county  institute  was  up  to  the  standard.  The  instructors  were 
Hon.  F.  B.  Willis,  Washington,  I).  C;  Dr.  W.  E.  Chancellor,  New 
York  City;  Mrs.  Hattie  Moore-Mitchell,  Drake  University,  De» 
Moines;  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.  The  Directors'  As- 
sociation which  met  with  the  institute  was  addressed  by  the  institute 
speakers  as  well  as  Dr.  J.  W.  Sweeney  of  Elk  County. 

Ten  local  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  With 
one  exception  these  educational  rallies  were  well  attended  by  patrons 
and  teachers.  James  McSparren  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  State  delegate 
from  the  Grange  to  Europe  to  study  agricultural  interests  and  meth- 
ods in  European  countries,  spoke  at  two  of  our  institutes  which  were 
held  in  conjunction  with  local  granges.  These  meetings  were  very 
successful. 

The  School  Paper. 

The  official  organ  of  the  county  schools,  "The  Home  and  School 
Visitor,"  was  published  every  sec*ond  month  of  the  school  year.  The 
1,200  copies  per  issue  were  sent  to  pupils,  teachers,  directors  and 
others  in  the  county  specially  interested  in  education.  While  the 
paper  hardly  pays  for  the  cost  of  printing  and  takes  up  several  days 
of  our  time  during  the  year,  yet  it  is  time  well  spent  as  the  superin- 
tendent comes  into  closer  touch  with  teachers,  pupils  and  directors 
than  would  otherwise  be  possible. 


School  Visitation. 

The  superintendent  spent  more  than  one  hundred  days  of  the 
school  year  in  visiting  schools.  Some  of  the  schools  are  so  situated 
that  it  is  impossible  to  visit  more  than  two  or  three  per  day.  These 
conditions  make  it  difficult  to  give  that  close  supervision  which  char- 
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acterize  city  school  systems.  Notwithstanding  these  conditions  and 
the  youth  and  inexperience  of  many  of  our  teachers,  the  results  in  the 
end  were  even  better  than  had  been  anticipated.  The  vim  and  en- 
thusiasm and  loyalty  of  the  younger  teachers  often  balance  the 
greater  experience  of  those  who  have  taught  a  longer  period. 
'  We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the  many  courtesies 
shown  us  by  the  teachers,  directors,  press  and  Department  of  Public 
Instruction. 


MERCER  COUNTY— H.  E.  McConnell. 


At  the  close  of  my  first  term  of  office,  while  not  able  to  report  any 
startling  results,  yet  we  feel  that  there  has  been  steady  growth  and 
progress,  not  due  to  any  particular  efforts  of  the  superintendent,  but 
due&largely  to  the  united  and  harmonious  efforts  of  all  forces  work- 
ing for  greater  efficiency  and  more  practical  and  substantial  results. 
Harmony  has  prevailed  among  teachers,  directors  and  all  connected 
with  the  management  of  the  schools.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  one  of 
the  essentials  of  successful  work. 

While  many  of  our  teachers  are  college  or  normal  graduates,  and 
many  are  holders  of  county  permanent  or  professional  certificates, 
yet  there  are  entirely  too  many  content  to  teach  on  provisional  cer- 

There  is  a  marked  tendency  manifested  among  teachers  and  di- 
rectors to  improve  and  beautify  school  buildings  and  grounds.  From 
the  many  reports  that  come  to  the  office  from  teachers  who  did  some- 
thing to  make  the  surroundings  and  school  life  of  the  child  more 
pleasant  and  comfortable,  we  cannot  help  but  think  that  our  teachers 
are  catching  the  spirit  of  the  "New  Country  School,"  and  that  the  re- 
adjustment and  re-direction  of  the  rural  school  is  close  at  hand. 

The  organization  of  boys'  and  girls'  club  work  in  the  county  is  an 
innovation,  but  so  successful  did  these  clubs  prove  that  a  greater 
and  larger  work  is  being  conducted  this  year.  On  December  5,  1913, 
we  held  our  final  round-up  meeting  of  these  clubs,  at  which  time  a 
special  program  was  arranged.  Besides  the  club  members  who  took 
part  we  were  honored  by  the  presence  of  the  following,  who  addressed 
the  clubs-  L  H.  Dennis,  Assistant  in  Agriculture,  Department  of 
Publi-  Instruction;  E.  K.  Hibshman,  State  Leader  of  Farm  Demon- 
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stration  Work;  L.  A.  Clinton,  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture; Miss  Ruth  Stiles,  Teacher  of  Domestic  Science,  New  Castle 
schools.  Fifteen  hundred  people  were  present  and  much  interest  was 
shown.  C.  G.  McBride,  the  county  agriculturist  rendered  valuable 
aid  in  the  club  work. 

The  club  movement  has  a  tendency  to  create  an  interest  in  the  farm 
and  home  and  to  teach  the  dignity  of  labor. 

Grove  City  has  in  erection  a  fine  modern  high  school  building 
costing  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  Fairview  township  erected  a 
comfortable  and  pleasant  one  room  building.  Pymatuning  township 
is  contemplating  the  construction  of  a  fine  modern  high  school 
building.  West  Middlesex  has  remodeled  the  interior  of  their  build- 
ing, which  adds  much  both  to  appearance  and  comfort.  Sandy  Lake 
Borough  has  purchased  the  Sandy  Lake  Institute  building  and 
grounds,  which  will  be  used  for  high  school  purposes.  This  addition 
gives  them  a  fine  school  plant. 

One  of  the  most  important  items  of  interest  that  we  have  to  report 
is  the  establishment  of  a  school  of  agriculture  in  connection  with 
the  Mercer  high  school.  The  course  provides  for  a  four  years'  train- 
ing in  agriculture  with  a  certain  amount  of  academic  work.  The 
instructor  in  agriculture  is  a  graduate  of  State  College  and  is  ap- 
proved by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  We  feel  that  this 
innovation  in  our  county  will  mean  much  to  the  boys  and  to  the 
county  and  we  believe  that  Mercer  school  board  is  to  be  commended 
as  well  as  congratulated  for  this  progressive  step. 

It  has  been  generally  conceded  that  the  1913  Teachers'  Institute 
was  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  attendance  excelled  all 
previous  records.  The  array  of  instructors  was  excellent,  they  were 
as  follows:  R.  B.  Teitrick,  E.  B.  Byron,  C.  C.  Ellis,  F.  H.  Green, 
Beatrice  S.  Weller,  L.  H.  Dennis,  R.  J.  McDowell.  The  evening 
attractions  were:  Mozart  Concert  Company,  Margaret  Stahl,  Thos. 
P.  Byrnes,  Iroquois  Indian  Orchestra. 

Our  local  institutes,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  districts,  were  well 
attended.  The  programs  were  uniform  and  were  prepared  by  the 
superintendent. 

A  library  is  one  of  the  necessities  of  every  successful  school.  A 
teacher  can  do  nothing  more  worthy  and  valuable  in  his  school  and 
in  the  community  than  to  develop  a  taste  for  good  reading.  I  am 
pleased  to  report  that  most  of  our  schools  have  the  nucleus  of  a  li- 
brary. 

The  beginner- teachers'  met  ting,  which  is  yearly  held  near  the  be- 
ginning of  the  term,  was  attended  by  nearly  all  young  teachers  and 
those  teachers  who  would  teach  their  first  year  in  the  county.  The 
good  results  of  these  meetings  are  very  evident. 

In  conclusion,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  support,  direction 
and  courtesies  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  kindness 
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of  the  press  in  publishing  matter  of  an  educational  nature,  of  the 
directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  the  general  public  in  extending  their 
support  and  encouragement. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— James  F.  Wills. 


During  the  school  year  closing  June  1914,  the  public  school  work 
throughout  Mifflin  county  has  kept  apace  with  the  progress  of  former 
years,  and  along  some  lines  has  forged  far  ahead.  The  grading  and 
classification  in  the  rural  schools  has  reached  such  a  degree  of  effi- 
ciency that  we  feel  that  these  schools  should  no  longer  be  termed 
ungraded  schools,  but  rather  graded  rural  schools.  This  was  accom- 
plished by  the  careful  and  persistent  use  of  tho  Illinois  course  of 
study  for  several  years,  and  by  our  Pennsylvania  State  course  the 
last  three  years. 

Before  the  opening  of  school,  we  addressed  a  letter  to  all  our  teach- 
ers outlining  the  work  for  the  term.  As  had  been  the  custom,  the 
uniform  study  of  poems  was  continued.  The  uniform  study  of  pic- 
tures was  introduced  which  was  a  new  thing  in  our  county  but  wisely 
recommended  by  our  State  course  of  study  which  has  been  the  basis 
of  our  supervision  work  since  its  publication.  Nearly  all  our  teach- 
ers taught  the  poems  selected  and  taught  them  to  the  grades  and  at 
the  time  we  suggested.  The  study  of  pictures  was  not  so  generally 
done,  principally  because  many  of  our  teachers  were  not  familiar 
with' the  pictures,  their  history  nor  the  painters.  However,  we  were 
greatly  encouraged  with  the  zeal  and  interest  that  our  teachers  mani- 
fested^ in  this  new  line  of  work.  Nearly  all  of  them  co-operated 
splendidly  and  taught  some  of  the  pictures  and  expressed  a  desire  to 
learn  more  about  our  master-pieces  of  art,  feeling  that  this  work 
has  an  important  place  in  our  public  school  education.  A  few  teach- 
ers, though,  did  not  support  us  and  had  no  picture  study  in  their 

schools. 

In  our  letter,  we  also  made,  as  a  definite  part  of  the  term's  work, 
the  placing  of  at  least  two  good  pictures  upon  the  walls  of  our  school 
rooms  which  were  not  already  sufficiently  adorned.  The  response 
to  this  request  was  far  beyond  our  expectations  and  we  certainly  ap- 
preciate this  hearty  co-operation  and  the  efforts  put  forth  and  the  re- 
sults attained.  There  were  many  school  rooms  in  Mifflin  county  with- 
out one  good  picture  before  this  term,  now  almost  all  are  adorned 
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with  some  of  our  choice  master-pieces.  We  ore  proud  of  the  year's 
"cord  along  this  line.  There  were  two  hundred  fifteen  (215)  pic 
^placed  in  the  schools  at  a  cost  of  two  hundred  thirteen  dollars 
and  forty-six  cents  ($213.46) ,  and  several  pictures  were  donated. 

The  professional  spirit  among  the  teachers  was  excellen    through- 
out   the  year.    Move   teachers   attended   our   professional    summer 

schools  than  ever  before. 

The  county  association  and  the  State  association  were  well  sup- 
ported    The  principals  of  the  county  were  men  of  professional  zeal 
„rt  stood  with  us  in  every  advancement  suggested  which  made  the 
work  easier  and  more  pleasant.     We  appreciate  the  good  will  shown 

by  these  friends.  .     .         Miffli_ 

On  September  twentieth,  the  first  school  teachers'  picnic  of  Mifflin 
count;  was  held  at  Gibboney  Park  near  Belleville.    A  though  the 
wether  was  very  threatening,  the  picnic  was  a  decided  success  m 
^TrTpaXlar     About  one  hundred  teachers,  ex-teachers,  school 
1     cJi  and  friends  were  present.    Each  teacher  had  the  privilege 
of  inviting  a  friend  and  was  asked  to  bring  lunch  for  two      An  ex- 
cellent  dinner  was  served  and  the  picnic  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all. 
Th  s  Picnic  was  under  the  management  of  the  Mifflin  County  Tea* 
ers'  Association.     This  association  is  a  live  organization and  all  the 
teachers  in  the  county,  excepting  two.  are  members.     It  held  foui 
■etui  r  meetings  during  the  year:  one  in  the  Granville  township 
SS  school  building.  Lake  Park;  one  in  Lewistown  during  the  coun^v 
institute,  a  business  meeting;  one  at  Belleville;  and  the  other  at 

R  TneVfirst  common  school  graduation  exercises  in  the  history  of  the 

county  were  held  during  the  year  and  were  largely  attended  by  the 

public.     Common  school  diplomas  were  presented  to  pupils  who  had 

passed  the  high  school  entrance  examination  and  were  entitled  to 

,  ,(1„ma,     Some  of  the  pupils  had   parts  in  these  exercises  and  help- 

,    and  appropriate  words  were  spoken  by  friends  present.    We  be- 

eve  tee  exercises  should  be  encouraged,  and  beld  in  every  district 

in  the  county.    The  common  branches,  so-called,  are  the  foundation 

work  of  all  education. 

The  Burnham  schools  had  an  exhibit  of  pupils'  work  which  was  ex- 
cepttonaUy  good  and  well  attended  by  the  patrons  of  this  district 
t bo at  five  hundred  persons  visited  the  exhibit.    This  was  the  firs 
tf  me  a  district  exhibit  of  this  kind  was  beld  in  the  county.     Another 
was  held  at  the  close  of  this  term  in  this  same  district. 

The  only  new  building  erected  during  the  year  was  a  brick  annex 
to  the  Allensville  school  building  to  accommodate  the  high  school 
nupils  of  Menno  townhsip  in  which  Allensville  is  located.  Many  of 
„„r  school  boards  repaired  their  school  buildings,  thus  enhancing 
their  beauty  and  value. 
9 
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We  had  several  flags  placed  on  our  school  grounds  during  the 
year.  The  Newtown  Hamilton  schools  received  a  beautiful  flag  from 
Blue  Ridge  Council  No.  453,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  The  flag  was  swung 
to  the  breezes  on  October  8th  from  a  50-foot  flag  pole  erected  in  the 
school  yard.  Appropriate  exercises  were  held  including  a  parade 
over  the  principal  streets  of  the  village. 

Patrons'  day,  February  20th,  witnessed  a  patriotic  exercise  in  the 
Woodland  school,  Brown  township,  Miss  Margaret  Romig,  teacher. 
Exercises  in  honor  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  were  held  in  connec- 
tion with  a  flag  presentation  from  the  Lewistown  Camp,  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 
General  John  P.  Taylor  of  Civil  war  fame,  eighty-seven  years  old, 
accepted  the  flag.  General  Taylor  attended  school  here  eighty  years 
ago  and  in  a  strong  clear  voice  spoke  of  his  school  days  and  related 
some  Civil  war  incidents  in  a  speech  full  of  patriotic  sentiment.  We 
doubt  if  ever  again  will  occur  an  incident  of  this  kind  and  probably 
a  like  event  never  was  witnessed  where  a  Civil  war  general,  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age,  accepted  a  flag  and  saw  it  raised  on  the  school 
ground  on  which  he  played  as  a  school  boy  eighty  years  before.  It 
was  certainly  a  beautiful  and  soul-stirring  exercise. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house,  Lewistown, 
November  24-28.  One  teacher  was  absent  on  account  of  quarantine. 
The  pupils'  spelling  contest  was  an  interesting  and  profitable  fea- 
ture. One  hundred  thirty-five  pupils  entered.  One  perfect  paper 
was  handed  in.  The  prizes  were  furnished  by  the  Lewistown  P.  O. 
S.  of  A.,  the  business  men  of  Lewistown  and  the  institute.  The  ex- 
hibit of  pupils'  work  far  surpassed  that  of  last  year  in  quality  and 
quantity.  Many  good  results  come  from  the  institute  exhibit.  The 
day  instructors  were:  Dr.  Paul  M.  Pearson,  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert, 
Principal  Ezra  C.  Lehman,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis, 
Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder.  The  evening  numbers  were  Dr.  Paul  M.  Pearson, 
Original  Strollers  Quartette,  Senator  Elmer  J.  Burkett,  Venetian 
Serenaders. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  county  school  directors'  association  was 
held  in  the  county  court  house,  Lewistown,  January  23-24,  1914. 
There  are  seventy-four  members  of  this  association  and  sixty -four 
were  present  at  the  convention.  It  was  the  banner  attendance  of  its 
history.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  gave  very  acceptable  service  in  two 
addresses. 

High  school  commencement  exercises  were  held  at  Allensville, 
Belleville,  Milroy,  McVeytown  and  Yeagertown.  Forty-six  young 
people  completed  the  high  school  work  and  were  given  diplomas. 

The  pupils'  examination  for  high  school  entrance  and  common 
school  diplomas  was  held  May  1st.  One  hundred  seventy-three  pu- 
pils took  this  examination.     Sixty-two  were  given   common   school 
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diplomas  and   one  hundred   fourteen   were   recommended   for   high 

S1^.in™ar,  Lewistown  borough  extended  its  limits  and  took 
in  i  Dart  of  Granville  township. 

Buruham  borough  decided  to  build  an  addition  to  their  present 
hnildine  to  be  used  for  a  high  school. 

T  ere  were  two  hundred  thirty-two  pupils  perfect  in  attendance 
M thTterm  neither  tardy  nor  absent,  and  two  hundred  thirteen 
"ere  present  every  day  but  sometimes  tardy  All  received  cer- 
tificates.   The  former,  large  ones,  the  latter,  small  ones 

The  reaper  death  did  not  harvest  any  of  those  actively  engaged  in 
pit  To  col  activities  but  He  visited  our  county  and  took  severe 
whose  lives  have  been  connected  with  our  educational  work.  I  hall 
*  n  on  out  three.  Mr.  W.  H.  Moist,  a  faithful  and  —*™ 
teacher  iu  the  county  for  about  sixteen  years,  died  at  his  home  near 
%£  during  the  month  of  June,  1913.  Mr.  Moist  served  as  enrolling 
secretary  of  the  county  institute  for  several  years 

On  October  12th,  1013,  Mr.  Roland  Thompson  of  Milroy  was  called 
home      Mr  Thompson  served  as  school  director  iu  Armagh  township 
oi  a  number  of  years  and  was  one  of  the  organisers  o,  *e  Pennsy 
vania    State    School    Directors'    Association.     He    was    a    crad 
uate  of  Jefferson  college,'  now  Washington  and  Jefferson 

Honorable  J.  H.  Peachey  of  Belleville  departed  this  Me,  March 
im  °9U  He  was  Mifflin  county's  representative  in  the  Pennsylva- 
,'i  Le"  slature  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  teacher  in  the 
™  nn  hooTs  f0r  n,auy  years  and  lectured  at  farmers'  institute  and 
rubers'  institutes.  He  was  a  man  of  true  sterling  character  and 
weU  beloved  bv  the  citizenship  of  his  county.    Truly,  a  good  and 

"t'tlT « £5E  -boot  cause  of  Mifflin  county  lost  three 

"nine "a^ed  Mifflin  county  as  her  superintendent 
I  tave  tried  to  advance  the  educational  work  of  the  county  and  I  feel 
hat  mv  labors  have  not  been  in  vain     My  whole  aim  Has  been    o 
«nrve  the  schools  and  the  children  of  the  county.    I  did  my  duty  as 
aw  it     I  asked  to  be  re-elected,  because  I  felt  truly  that  I  could 
„ie  better  service  to  the  schools  because  of  my  knowledge  of  then, 
and  my  experience  in  supervision.    The  majority  of  our  school  di- 
elrs  dTeided  otherwise     I  must  submit  to  their  decision  and  I 
hope  in  the  right  spirit.    This,  then,  concludes  my  work  as  county 
superintendent     My  best  wishes  are  for  the  further  progress  and  ad- 
vancem  ut  of  the  schools  of  Mifflin  county.    In  closing,  let  me   hank 
Ihe  teachers  of  the  county  for  their  many  kind  words  and  loya    sup- 
nort    tl  e  lectors  and  friends  for  their  courteous  treatment  and 
Ed  hospitality  as  we  Journeyed  over  the  county,  the  pupils  for  their 
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pleasant  greetings  as  we  met  them  at  their  work,  the  public  for  its 
many  encouraging  words  and  the  Department  of  Education  for  its 
prompt  and  careful  attention  to  all  inquiries. 


MONROE  COUNTY— Frank  Koehler. 


The  year  past  has  been  the  most  successful  in  many  respects  of  any 
school  year  since  my  incumbency. 


Good  School  Attendance. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  an  epidemic  of  measles  prevailed  in  a 
number  of  localities  throughout  the  county,  yet  the  average  attend- 
ance in  the  county  as  a  whole,  was  somewhat  better  than  that  of  any 
previous  years. 

Medical  Inspection. 

While  Monroe  county  can  naturally  be  classed  as  one  of  the  most 
healthful  spots  in  this  great  Commonwealth,  it  is  an  open  question 
for  serious  contemplation,  whether  we  are  not  already  clearly  able 
to  discern  some  of  the  beneficient  effects  of  better  sanitation,  more 
equally  heated  buildings,  purer  water  and  food,  better  lighted  build- 
ings, cleaner  teeth  and  sounder  bodies  in  our  pupils— all  of  which 
are  simply  outward  manifestations  of  the  great  good  that  is  being  ac- 
complished by  medical  inspection  of  our  public  schools.  "A  sound 
mind  in  a  sound  body"  should  be  the  slogan  of  every  boy  and  girl  in 
our  schools  today. 

Vocational  Training. 

Our  county  is  gradually  awakening  to  the  great  need  of  more  voca- 
tional training  for  our  school  children.  In  the  pioneer  days  of  our 
country's  history,  the  schools  and  the  business  interests  were  widely 
separated  in  function. 

Trades  were  taught  by  apprenticeship;  and  minors  were  "bound 
out"  until  they  should  attain  their  majority  for  the  purpose  of  learn- 
ing a  trade.  Under  such  a  system,  there  was  little  need  for  the 
schools  to  study  the  industries  and  undertake  to  help  or  direct  voca- 
tional training. 
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Our  industrial  growth  lias  been  so  rapid  and  the  increase  in  pro- 
duction has  been  so  great  that  the  business  world  did  not  at  first  ap- 
preciate what  the  loss  of  the  apprenticeship  system  meant  to  their 
industries  However,  some  men  possessing  industrial  foresight,  soon 
began  to  realize,  that  to  compete  with  the  markets  of  the  world,  in- 
dustrial schools  must  be  established  wherein  our  young  men  and 
women  could  be  scientifically  trained.  These  schools  were  privately 
endowed  and  proved  very  successful,  but  they  reached  only  a  small 
percentage  of  our  masses. 

Since  the  school  is  maintained  at  public  expense  or  at  the  expense 
of  the  business  interests  and  really  exists  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
developing  the  business  men  and  women  of  the  future,  it  is  evident 
that  there  should  be  perfect  harmony  between  the  school  authorities 
and  the  business  interests;  that  they  should  co-operate  and  that  the 
business  interests  should  at  all  times  be  in  touch  with  the  schools. 

Too  many  business  men  criticize  the  schools  because  captains  of 
industry  as  a  rule,  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the  developing  child 
and  consequently  have  no  patience  with  the  worker  who  is  also  a 
learner  This  attitude  is  not  in  conformity  with  the  true  spirit  of 
helpfulness  and  really  works  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  business 
interests  At  best,  the  schools  can  supply  but  a  limited  practical 
education  because  of  the  expense  of  machinery.  The  school  can  do  the 
theoretical  work  as  well  as  the  shop,  but  the  practice  of  the  theories 
should  be  put  in  execution  in  the  atmosphere  of  practical  business, 
where  efficiency  is  the  watchword  and  economy  the  practice. 

When  our  school  system  and  business  interests  will  be  so  adjusted 
in  on-  industrial  centers,  that  the  child  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to  six- 
teen will  be  given  one-half  day  of  actual  schoolroom  work  and  one- 
half  day  opportunity  to  earn  a  living  wage  and  at  the  same  time 
learn  a'  trade,  then  our  high  schools  will  be  filled  by  that  class  of 
students  who  now,  on  account  of  insufficient  means,  oftimes  have  to 
leave  school  before  finishing  their  course. 

Our  public  school  system  is  in  a  period  of  transition,  caused  largely 
by  the  change  in  industrial  conditions.  It  is  not  a  sentiment,  but  an 
aspiration  toward  a  better  order  of  society  and  better  public  schools. 

County  Institute. 
Our  County  Institute  was  very  successful  from  an  educational 
standpoint.  Our  first  county  exhibit  held  in  the  spacious  manual 
training  room  of  the  Stroudsburg  high  school,  was  visited  by  thou- 
sands of  our  citizens.  The  exhibit  consisted  of  actual  school-room 
work  as  done  in  our  public  schools  together  with  a  display  of  agricul- 
tural products,  bread  and  cake,  drawings  and  household  arts  products. 
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The  following  were  the  instructors:  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Prof. 
H.  Dennis,  D.  H.  Lewis,  Rev.  Dr.  William  Sckrnitz,  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp, 
the  Misses  Merian  Shaw  Peters,  Rose  M.  Fetterolf,  Zora  A.  Shaw. 

Evening  lectures  and  entertainments:  Royee  Hamilton,  Hon.  F. 
Dale  Wood,  The  Waterman  Concert  Company,  The  Maurer  Sisters 
Orchestra. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  school  directors  held  a  two-day  convention.  The  attendance 
was  very  good  and  topics  of  great  interest  were  discussed  by  Dr.  J. 
George  Beeht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

Several  of  our  local  directors  also  discussed  some  subjects  in  a  very 
intelligent  manner. 

Just  a  few  words  of  appreciation  for  their  assistance  to  our  teach- 
ers, directors,  the  local  press,  the  Department  of  Public  Intruction 
and  the  many  friends  of  our  public  schools  who  by  word  and  deed 
have  made  it  posible  to  submit  such  a  glowing  account  of  our  schools 
for  the  past  year. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.   Horace  Landis. 


I  feel  justified  in  reporting  substantial  progress  in  all  lines  of  school 
work  during  the  year. 

Our  teachers  manifest  a  splendid  spirit.  Realizing  the  necessity 
of  careful  and  thorough  preparation  for  their  work,  many  are  attend- 
ing colleges,  normal  schools,  and  various  summer  schools  for  teach- 
ers, and  equipping  themselves  for  more  effective  work. 

It  would  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  if  the  value  of  a  good 
teacher,  year  after  year,  to  the  same  school,  were  recognized  to  the 
extent  of  increasing  her  salary  and  making  her  position  more  perma- 
nent. The  plan  of  changing  teachers  from  district  to  district,  and 
from  school  to  school  in  the  same  district,  deprives  both  teachers  and 
pupils  of  that  essential  equipment  for  successful  work — a  mutual 
knowledge  of  each  other. 

In  regard  to  teachers'  certificates,  two  things  are  needed: — First — 
A  uniform  ruling  regarding  health  certificates. 

The  filing  of  a  health  certificate  each  year  should  include  all  or 
none.  The  holder  of  a  permanent  certificate  or  a  normal  diploma  is 
no  more  immune  from  contracting  tubercular  or  chronic  trouble  than 
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is  the  holder  of  a  provisional  certificate.  The  law  should  require 
each  teacher  each  year  to  file  with  the  secretary  of  the  board  a 
health  certificate  stating  immunity  from  any  tubercular  or  chronic 

Second— Some  plan  should  be  devised  by  which  professional  read- 
ing is  required  of  holders  of  permanent  certificates  and  normal  diplo- 
mas The  superintendent,  by  examination,  can  largely  control  the 
professional  reading  of  holders  of  provisional  certificates,  but,  too 
often  the  holders  of  permanent  certificates  and  normal  diplomas  neg- 
lect professional  reading,   and  their  life  tenure   certificates  shield 

them.  .  .  .       , 

At  the  fourteen  examinations  held  for  candidates  for  provisional 

certificates,  148  applicants  were  examined,  and  141   were  granted 

certificates.  . 

In  all  but  a  few  districts  teachers'  monthly  meetings  are  held. 
Most  boards  grant  one  half  a  day  a  month  for  this,  and  require  min- 
utes of  the  work  done  in  the  meetings  to  be  handed  to  the  secretary  of 
the  board,  to  be  recorded  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  in  his  minutes. 
These  meetings  have  been  organized  because  teachers  and  directors 
feel  the  need  of  properly  organized  work  in  the  township  schools. 

Our  educational  meetings  during  the  year  have  been  most  encourag- 
ing Four  local  institutes  were  held,  and  requests  came  from  other 
districts  to  hold  additional  ones.  Because  of  the  overwork  of  the 
office,  additional  meetings  could  not  be  arranged.  Montgomery 
county  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  Legislature  granting  the  appro- 
priation necessary  to  enable  counties  to  have  assistant  county  super- 
intendents.    The"  schools  of  the  county  need  closer  supervision. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  studied  the  practical  needs  of  the 
county,  considering  chiefly  vocational  work  and  medical  inspection. 

Our  County  Institute  was  excellent.  Divided  or  sectional  insti- 
tute during  the  morning  sessions  for  instruction  and  help  to  the 
various  grade  teachers  and  special  teachers,  and  general  institute 
in  the  afternoon  for  inspiration  for  teachers  of  all  grades  have  proved 
successful.  In  no  other  way  can  we  meet  the  needs  of  the  almost 
eight  hundred  teachers  of  the  county.  We  have  tried  this  plan 
for  some  years,  and  instead  of  contemplating  a  return  to  the  old 
way,  we  are  planning  more  sections  so  that  special,  specific  aid  can 
be  better  given  to  both  grade  and  rural  teachers. 

At  the  eleven  annual  educational  meetings  held  during  September, 
the  superintendent  was  assisted  by  County  Agriculturist,  Mr.  A.  K. 
Kothenbenrer,  Miss  Nan  Mildren,  and  Miss  Caroline  E.  Niblo.  A 
strong  interest  in  agriculture  and  vocational  work  was  aroused. 
These"  meetings  led  to  the  formation  of  Boys'  and  Girls'  Clubs  later 
in  the  year. 

9— 6— 19U 
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During  this  year,  a  larger  number  of  Parents'  Meetings  were  held 
than  in  any  of  the  preceding  years. 

The  largo  attendance  at  all  these  meetings  is  an  evidence  of  the 
educational  interest  throughout  the  county,  and  shows  that  the 
community  and  the  school  are  drawing  closer  together — a  most  es- 
sential factor  in  the  training  of  the  young. 

A  course  of  study  was  issued  by  the  office  this  year.  This  gives 
suggestions  and  methods  in  teaching  the  various  subjects,  that  it  is 
hoped  will  be  helpful  to  the  teachers  of  the  count}7.  It  supplies  a  long 
felt  need. 

As  yet  but  few  districts  have  introduced  domestic  science  and 
manual  training.  There  is  a  growing  sentiment,  however,  for  these 
subjects,  and  1  hope  soon  to  report  increased  progress. 

Interest  in  agriculture  has  been  aroused.  About  00  boys  and  girls 
are  enrolled  in  the  corn,  potato,  tomato,  and  canning  clubs  of  the 
county.  This  is  a  good  enrollment  for  the  first  year,  and  we  expect 
the  membership  next  year,  to  be  greatly  increased.  Believing  as  I 
do,  that  education  should  prepare  for  life,  I  feel  that  all  the  pupils 
of  the  rural  schools  should  study  agriculture  and  domestic  science. 

A  number  of  meetings  of  the  Boys'  Clubs  were  held  during  the 
spring  and  early  summer,  and  others  will  be  held  during  July  and 
August.  County  Agriculturist,  Mr.  A.  K.  Rothenberger,  assisted  by 
the  county  superintendent,  has  the  work  of  the  boys'  clubs  well  or- 
ganized. 

A  meeting  of  the  Girls'  Tanning  Club  as  held  June  10,  at  East 
Greenville,  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Snyder,  State  Leader  of  Delaware,  in- 
structed the  girls  in  the  practical  canning  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Later  meetings  will  be  held  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Agriculturist  and  Miss  Niblo,  Assistant  County  Superintendent.  The 
girls  are  expected  to  can  the  surplus  products  of  their  plats. 

The  number  of  pupils  completing  the  courses  of  the  township 
schools  and  the  schools  of  the  smaller  boroughs  is  increasing  each 
year.  From  the  townships  not  maintaining  a  high  school,  235  pupils 
graduated,  at  the  close  of  the  school  year  1013.  Of  these,  125  applied 
to  the  office  for  high  school  entrance  certificates. 

This  does  not  include  all  who  wished  to  take  up  a  high  school 
course,  as  in  some  instances,  the  law  has  been  ignored,  and  a  board 
has  refused  to  accept  payment  for  non-resident  high  school  tuition 
from  the  boards  of  respective  townships  sending  non-resident  pupils. 
Instead  of  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  the  parents  of 
the  non-resident  pupils  were  forced  to  sign  a  contract  with  this  board, 
pledging  themselves,  as  individuals,  to  pay  monthly  the  high  school 
tuition  of  their  children,  or  their  children  would  not  be  allowed  to 
enter  this  high  school  as  high  school  pupils.  From  these  pupils, 
taken  under  private  contract,  no  certificate  of  fitness  for  high  school 
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work  was  required,  hence  a  number  did  not  apply  to  the  office  for 
high  school  entrance  certificates,  and  the  office  does  not  have  a  com- 
plete record  of  the  number  beginning  high  school  work. 

\s  not  all  parents  were  able,  financially,  to  pay  the  high  school 
tuition  of  their  children,  it  has  resulted  in  a  number  of  boys  and  girls 
being  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  four  years'  high  school  course, 
guaranteed  by  law,  to  each  child  of  the  State  who  desires  to  take 
advantage  of  its  provisions. 

This  year  the  school  at  Lavfield,  which  was  demolished  by  a  storm, 
was  rebuilt  and  the  consolidated  school  of  West  Norriton  township 
at  Jeffersonville  was  completed.  The  Jeffersonville  school  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  school  in  the  county  to  bear  the  name 
"Consolidated  School." 

This  year  will  see  the  erection  of  a  consolidated  school  for  grades 
and  high  school,  and  a  modern  one  room  building  in  Plymouth  town- 
ship; a  fine  new  high  school  in  Lansdale;  a  new  school  in  East  Green- 
ville; and  additions  to  the  Collegeville  school,  Collegeville,  to  the 
Spring  Mill  school  in  Whitemarsh  township,  and  to  the  school  at 
Stowe,  West  Pottsgrove  township. 

The  advantages  of  consolidation  are  being  seriously  considered 
in  Montgomery  county.  The  initial  cost  of  a  large  modern  building 
with  up  to  date  equipments  deters  many  townships.  Help  in  the 
initial  cost  of  the  necessary  new  buildings,  would  in  nine  tenths 
of  the  townships  of  the  State,  do  away  with  the  one  room  schools, 
and  have  in  their  stead  consolidated  schools  and  the  improved  meth- 
ods of  instruction  that  consolidation  makes  possible. 

It  would  be  a  good  investment  of  the  State's  money  and  the  money 
of  the  State  would  do  most  good.  The  original  intent  of  appropriat- 
ing of  the  State  to  various  causes  was  to  help  those  that  were  not 
able  to  help  themselves.  Too  often  the  lion's  share  of  a  State's  ap- 
propriation goes  to  those  who  are  abundantly  able  to  help  them- 
selves and  the  weak  receive  but  little  and  are  left  remain  weak. 

East  Norriton  has  just  weathered  its  three  years'  struggle  for  con- 
solidation, and  its  three  one  room  schools  are  gathered  in  a  con- 
solidated  school  building,   doing   splendid   work.     In   this   district, 
the  directors'  plans  for  consolidation  were  opposed  by  a  citizens 
organization,  working  with  the  avowed  object  of  restoring  the  one 
room  schools.     At  the  last  election  the  people  sustained  the  board  s 
action    returning  the  old  directors  over  those  put  on  the  ticket  to 
defeat' consolidation.     Feeling  the  result  of  the  election  to  be  the 
peoples'  sanction  of  their  work,  the  directors  sold  the  vacant  school 
houses  ami  used  the  money  to  decrease  the  debt  of  the  school  district. 
Plymouth  township,  also,  met  strong  opposition  in  its  efforts  to  com- 
solidate     Legal    technicalities   were   employed,    an   injunction   laid 
upon  the  board  and  its  bond  issue  delayed  beyond  the  legal  time  and 
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taken  exception  to,  so  that  they  were  forced  to  wait  a  year  for  a  new 
bond  issue. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  court  was  petitioned  to  divide  the  township 
in  order  to  completely  frustrate  the  plans  for  consolidation,  but  at  the 
special  election  appointed  by  the  court  to  decide  for  or  against  divi- 
sion of  the  township,  the  school  people  won  by  a  large  majority,  and 
this  year  will  see  the  erection  of  a  fine  modern,  consolidated  school 
in  Plymouth  township,  a  school  of  which  the  people  may  feel  justly 
proud,  and  the  closing  of  at  least  three  of  the  old,  poorly  lighted 
one  room  schools. 

The  directors  of  East  Norriton  and  Plymouth  are  to  be  commended 
for  tlieir  fearless,  untiring  efforts  to  improve  the  schools  of  their 
district. 

Upper  Merion  township  has  erected  partial  consolidation  of  its 
schools.  The  work  of  consolidation  in  Whitpan  township  is  de- 
ferred this  year,  but  I  trust  it  is  only  the  delay  of  a  year  before  this 
township  enjoys  the  benefits  that  consolidation  brings  to  the  pupils 
receiving  instruction  in  their  schools. 

In  view  of  the  above,  Montgomery  county  has  good  reasons  to 
be  encouraged  in  the  work  of  the  public  schools.  It  is  the  intention 
of  those  in  authority  to  further  these  and  all  other  means  by  which 
the  efficiency  of  the  schools  may  be  increased,  striving  for  a  solution 
of  the  economic  problem  of  getting  the  best  possible  returns  from  the 
money  expended  upon  the  schools  and  reaching  the  highest  possible 
degree  of  efficiency. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Derr. 


The  schools  of  Montour  county  have  kept  up  to  the  usual  standard 
and  have  taken  up  some  things  in  advance  of  the  regular  school 
work.  The  work  in  sewing  was  very  good  for  the  first  attempt  along 
that  line  and  we  hope  for  greater  things  still,  the  leading  up  to  put- 
ting into  the  country  school  the  things  that  the  boy  and  girl  must 
have  in  after  life. 

The  drawing  has  made  rapid  strides  along  the  right  lines  by  the 
help  of  Miss  Fetterolf,  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
who  has  given  inspiration  to  the  teachers. 

The  removal  of  the  old  style  stoves  from  more  than  twenty  of  our 
rural  buildings  and  the  installation  of  approved  heating  and  ventilat- 
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Log  apparatus  and  the  painting  of  buildings  speak  for  progress  in  all 

>f  Accordiigto'the  comments  of  the  teachers  we  had  one  of  the  most 
helpful  Institutes  in  the  history  of  the  county.  This  was  true  for 
two  reasons:  The  teachers  were  as  attentive  a  body  as  speakers  would 
wish  to  address,  and  the  instructors  were  most  interesting  and  prac- 

tical  in  their  work. 

Dr.  Charles  T.  McFarlane,  from  Columbia  University,   gave  m- 

8*»^T^o^,  from  Millersville  State  Normal  School, 

gave  instruction  in  English. 

Superintendent  Charles  Lose,  of  the  WiUiamsport  Schools,  was 
alono-  lines  of  practical  school  work. 

Miss  Rose  M.  Fetterolf,  from  your  Department,  gave  instruction 

*ft3ta£  Orville  Yetter,  of  Bloomsburg  schools,  led  the  music. 
The  Directors  held  a  one-day  session  in  Danville.  They  were  ad- 
dressed by  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
action, and  by  Superintendent  E.  M.  Rapp,  of  Berks  County 
The  Directors  also  took  up  many  questions  among  themselves  which 
were  of  interest  to  them  and  the  county. 

The  Board  of  Education  made  efforts  toward  the  enforcement  of  the 
compulsory  attendance  section  of  the  School  Code.    We  recommend 
to  our  boards  in  all  cases  the  employment  of  the  constable    as  an 
officer  of  the  law  we  find  parents  and  pupils  are  more  likely  to  obey. 
Our  teachers  in  the  main  are  energetic  and  progressive   as  shown 
in  the  daily  work  and  in  efforts  to  improve  their  qualifications 
Practically  all  are  subscribers  to  one  or  more  standard  educational 
journals,  and  each  year  we  have  a  large  number  enrolled  for  work  in 
the  higher  institutions  of  learning,  that  they  may  receive  broader  and 
more  special  preparation.    While  others,  unable  to  devote  the  time 
required  to  complete  an  extended  course  in  these  higher  institutions, 
are  taking  advantage  of  the  summer  school  for  teachers  at  State 

^TX'vear  we  laid  stress  upon  the  teaching  of  history  and  arithme- 
tic The  next  year  we  are  going  to  put  the  special  emphasis  upon 
English  grammar  and  physiology.     The  plans  and  questions  are  al- 

^The  Actors  are  to  be  complimented  through  the  county  for  the 
interest  they  are  taking  in  the  improvement  of  their  school  proper- 
ties We  have  more  done  along  this  line  than  ever  before. 
'  We  take  this  means  of  thanking  the  members  of  your  Department 
for  kindly  assistance  they  have  rendered.  We,  also,  are  grateful  to 
the  press  for  the  able  manner  in  which  the  editors  have  presented 
school  matters  to  the  public. 
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SOUTHAMPTON   COUNTY— George  A.   Grim. 


The  review  of  the  year's  work  furnishes  many  encouraging  events. 
For  several  years  we  have  aimed  to  co-operate  in  our  school  activities, 
the  results  are  gratifying.  Teachers  have  been  urged  to  offer  sug- 
gestions in  selecting  speakers  for  county  institutes;  they  have  aided 
us  in  beautifying  many  school  grounds  and  school  rooms.  Patrons 
and  pupils  have  responded  willingly.  Directors  frequently  confide 
in  their  teachers  and  discuss  openly  text-books,  salaries,  length  of 
terms,  etc. 

Several  of  our  township  high  schools  have  attempted  to  serve  the 
communities  that  support  them.  Two  of  our  township  high  schools 
have  been  closed  because  the  schools  did  not  furnish  the  needs  of  the 
communities.  Does  it  not  seem  foolish  for  a  township  high  school  to 
attempt  the  same  work  and  conduct  it  in  the  same  manner  as  a  town 
school?  When  we  grow  wiser  we  will  permit  a  township  high  school 
to  reflect  the  activity  of  that  particular  district.  Our  successful 
township  high  schools  have  purchased  lanterns  and  make  wise  use  of 
them  i.  e.  they  are  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  as  well  as  the  young. 
Some  of  our  pupils  have  received  practical  instruction  in  growing 
trees  from  seeds,  how  to  graft,  bud  and  care  for  the  same.  We  hope 
ere  long  to  furnish  districts  with  superior  fruit  trees  and  send 
into  the  same  districts,  girls  and  boys  who  have  been  trained  to  care 
for  trees,  in  a  proper  manner.  One  of  our  high  schools  has  taken 
charge  of  an  apple  orchard,  the  old  orchard  has  rewarded  the  owner 
with  better  crops.  Several  of  our  districts  have  wisely  given  some 
valuable  time  to  horticulture,  one  of  our  schools  has  a  most  excellent 
opportunity  to  study  the  florist's  art.  We  need  men  and  women  in 
our  comity  who  can  raise  vegetables,  fruit,  cattle,  etc.  this  demand 
should  be  partly  supplied  by  our  township  high  schools.  The  State 
should  aid  in  conserving  the  best  there  is  in  our  rural  womanhood 
and  manhood  and  not  prepare  its  charges  for  a  town  life. 

All  of  our  educational  meetings  were  conducted  in  a  successful 
manner.  The  Elementary  Teachers'  Club  and  The  Northampton 
county  Educational  Clnb  had  another  successful  year.  The  member- 
ship of  both  clubs  has  been  increased. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended. 

The  County  Tntitute  and  our  Local  Institutes  were  conducted  in  the 
same  manner  as  their  immediate  predecessors. 

A  hearty  thank  you  to  all  who  have  aided  us  to  do  our  duty,  may  it 
1  >lease  you  to  help  us  to  better  things. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY —I.  H.  Mauser. 


There  is  nothing  special  to  report  from  Northumberland  county  for 
the  past  year.  All  school  work  has  been  on  a  general  line  of  pro- 
gress, and  the  teachers  generally  have  acquitted  themselves  well. 
The  educational  sentiment  in  all  parts  of  the  county  is  excellent  and 
the  parents  are  becoming  fewer  every  day  that  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity of  giving  their  children  every  possible  advantage  that  the  local 
community  enjovs  in  the  matter  of  schools. 

No  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  though  some 
are  needed,  and  a  number  will  undobtedly,  be  built  next  year.  The 
population  of  some  of  our  districts  is  increasing  very  rapidly,  and 
new  schools  are  being  opened  every  year,  and  in  too  many  cases  in 
the  past  few  years  have  inadequate  school  facilities  been  provided, 
so  that  in  quite  a  number  of  schools  two  teachers  are  compelled  to 
teach  in  the  same  room.  This  state  of  affairs  will  soon  be  superseded 
by  better  facilities  as  new  and  more  commodious  buildings  will  be 
erected  During  my  term  of  office  the  number  of  teachers  under  my 
supervision  has  increased  from  240  to  202,  and  there  will  be  more 

next  year. 

I  wish  that  it  were  possible  to  convince  the  public  of  the  import- 
ance of  centralization.     There  is  not  a  district  in  the  county  that 
could  not  centralize  to  advantage.     During  the  past  year  one  dis- 
trict kept  up  six  schools  for  100  pupils,  and  there  are  other  districts 
that  are  almost  in    the   same   condition.     The   chief   opposition   is 
founded  on  initial  cost  and  in  the  clinging  sentiment  for  the  "little 
red  schoolhouse"  as  well  as  by  parents  who  object  to  having  their 
children  transported  when  they  can  send  them  to  a  neighboring  one- 
roomed  school.     Two  districts  attempted  last  year  to  close  a  school 
in  each  district  and  the  parents  raised  such  a  hue  and  cry  that  the 
attempt  was  abandoned,   though  neither   school  had   over   a  dozen 
pupils.     Of  the  249  schools  the  past  year,  19  had  an  enrollment  of 
10  or  less,  and  three  of  these  had  only  7  each.     Seventy-nine  had  en- 
rollments'of  20  or  less.    Most  of  our  districts  are  compact,  and  the 
matter  of  transportation  would  not  be  difficult,  and  if  once  centrali- 
zation could  be  made  a  fact  present  conditions  would  not  be  tolerated 
for  a  month  in  most  parts  of  the  county. 

As  to  teachers,  it  is  unfortunate  that  so  few  remain  in  the  pro- 
fession, and  yet  they  can  hardly  be  blamed  for  leaving  it  under 
present  conditions.  There  are  very  few  people  that  would  expend  a 
thousand  or  more  dollars  to  gain  even  a  normal  school  education 
if  they  saw  only  forty  dollars  a  month  for  seven  months  in  the  year 
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as  a  return  for  their  investment.  Some  of  our  best  teachers  migrate 
to  New  Jersey  or  other  states  where  effort  seems  to  be  appreciated. 
If  Pennsylvania  wants  to  retain  its  teachers  it  is  high  time  that  it 
will  do  something  to  keep  its  best  teachers  at  home.  Of  the  262 
teachers  under  my  supervision  last  year,  143,  or  considerably  more 
than  the  half,  had  less  than  five  years'  experience  at  the  opening  of 
the  term.  Two  hundred  had  less  than  ten  years.  A  meager  four  had 
30  or  more  years'  experience  of  whom  Mr.  William  H.  Bradley,  of 
Mount  Carmel  township,  easily  heads  the  list  with  45  years  to  his 
credit,  most  of  which  were  of  ten  months  each  and  taught  in  the 
same  room.  But,  Mount  Carmel  township  pays  creditable  salaries 
and  it  holds  its  teachers. 

Of  the  teachers'  preparation,  G5  were  high  school  graduates,  51 
were  normal  school  graduates,  and  8  were  college  and  university 
graduates.  Forty-one  attended  a  State  Normal  but  did  not  gradu- 
ate, and  16  attended  college  but  did  not  graduate.  Of  the  high 
school  graduates  19  attended  a  State  Normal  or  a  local  normal  in 
addition,  but  47  relied  on  their  high  school  education  alone.  Forty- 
five  attended  local  normals  in  addition  to  the  education  they  had 
received  in  the  grades  below  the  high  school,  and  54  had  nothing  more 
than  they  had  received  in  the  eight  grades  of  the  public  school.  Some 
of  the  last  named  have,  however,  an  experience  that  largely  com- 
pensated for  the  lack  of  school  training. 

About  |S50  was  raised  by  teachers  last  year  for  library  purposes, 
and  most  of  the  rural  schools  have  small  well  selected  libraries. 

Our  Directors'  Association  held  a  very  interesting  two  days'  ses- 
sion in  February.  About  three-fourths  of  the  directors  were  present. 
The  association  put  itself  unequivocally  on  record  for  a  two  days' 
session  in  the  future. 

The  Milton  Fair  Association  will  open  at  its  next  exhibition  a 
school  boys'  and  girls'  department  for  exhibits  of  farm  products  and 
domestic  economy,  limited  to  the  school  children  of  the  county.  This 
is  in  response  to  the  request  of  the  directors  and  the  superintendents 
of  the  county. 

Thanks  are  due  to  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  past  year's  work. 


PER  BY   COUNTY— D.   A.   Kline. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed,  substantial  progress  was  made 
all  along  the  line.  In  the  matter  of  attendance  there  was  a  decided 
improvement  over  the  preceding  year.    Our  teachers  in  general  gave 
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proof  of  their  fitness  to  teach.  Of  course,  there  were  some  weak 
members,  but  throughout  the  county  the  best  teachers  available  were 
selected  by  the  various  school  boards. 

To   decidedly   improve   the  teaching  force  of   Perry   county   two 
things  ought  to  be  done.     All  small  schools  should  be  closed,  and 
transportation  be  furnished  the  pupils.     It  is  evident  that  the  fewer 
schools  we  have,  the  fewer  poor  teachers  must  be  employed.    There 
is  little  hope  of  raising  the  standard  of  rural  teachers  when  the  de- 
mand for  teachers  rather  than  the  supply  is  the  chief  problem  con- 
fronting the  average  school  district.     In  addition  to  the  closing  of 
small  schools,  the  general  standard  of  the  teaching  force  can  be  im- 
proved by  the  adoption  of  the  policy  in  vogue  in  the  communities 
most  progressive  in  public  school  matters.     Too  many  good  teachers 
have  been  leaving  Perry  county  because  they  have  been  able  to  se- 
cure positions  elsewhere  at  better  salaries  with  the  opportunity  for 
an  increase  upon  evidence  of  growing  merit,  and  with  the  further 
assurance  that  they  will  be  kept  in  positions  for  which  they  show 
themselves  qualified.     The  time  is  right  at  hand  that  this  liberal 
attitude  should  be  assumed  in  Perry  county.     To  the  credit  of  our 
school  directors,  let  it  be  said  that  they  would  take  just  as  liberal 
an  attitude  on  the  school  question  as  directors  anywhere,  but  the 
question  with  them  is,  "How  far  shall  they  operate  in  advance  of 
public  sentiment?"    It  must  be  admitted  that  we  have  in  our  midst 
a  few  of  the  breed  known  as  "knockers"  who  are  not  to  be  classed 
as  the  supporters  and  defenders  of  the  public  school.     They  con- 
sider more  money  for  schools  a  hurt  to  the  community  rather  than 
a  blessing  and  they  think,  or  pretend  to  think,  that  "Miss  Smith," 
who  has  spent  four  years  of  her  life  at  normal  school  and  f  1,200  of 
borrowed  money,  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated  for  having  the 
privilege  of  teaching  seven  months  per  year  at  $50  a  month.     In 
fact  some  of  these  "knockers"  have  accused  "Miss  Smith"  of  having 
actually  stolen  $350  from  the  district.    I  have  had  all  of  this  breed 
named  and  numbered,  and  had  determined  to  submit  them  in  this 
report,  but  I  have  reconsidered  the  matter.    There  are  not  many  of 
them  despite  the  noise  they  make.     Noise  and  stalking  ignorance 
are  not  to  be  mistaken  for  public  sentiment.    Opposed  to  this  class 
are  the  real  friends  of  education,  the  ones  who  desire  to  hear  only  the 
best  about  our  schools,  and  they  want  to  hear  it  often  and  much 
of  it.    These  constitute  a  large  number  and  form  the  only  class  that 
should  have  any  consideration  at  the  hands  of  school  boards.     Con- 
sidering the  trying  position  in  which  they  are  placed,  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  directors  discharge  their 

trust. 

A  joint  high  school  was  in  operation  during  the  year  at  Landis- 
burg.     Three   districts   supported  it.     Thirty  pupils,   qualified   for 
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first  year  work,  were  enrolled.  Another  joint  school  has  been  es- 
tablished at  Blain.  This  school  will  be  supported  by  four  districts. 
At  least  twenty-five  pupils  will  enter  it  this  fall.  I  am  glad  to  note 
that  a  township  high  school  was  established  at  Ickesbnrg. 

One  examination  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  provisional 
certificates,  and  one,  for  professional.  Eighty-nine  provisional  and 
nine  professional  certificates  were  issued  to  one  hundred  twenty  ap- 
plicants. Two  days  were  used  for  each  examination.  Certificates 
were  marked  in  per  cents. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  barely  up  to  the  standard  of 
previous  years.  The  district  institutes  were  well  attended  by  teach- 
ers, and  proved  a  source  of  much  profit. 

Nearly  all  of  our  directors  attended  the  annual  convention  which 
was  considered  the  best  we  ever  had. 

T  desire  to  thank  you  and  all  others  of  the  Department  for  every 
courtesy  shown. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


Earnest  effort  and  honest  endeavor  have  characterized  the  work 
of  the  past  year  and  as  a  result  progress  has  been  steady  and  vig- 
orous. This  was  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  painstaking  care 
and  judicious  judgment  exercised  by  the  majority  of  directors  in 
the  selection  of  teachers  and  to  the  high  standard  of  scholarship  re- 
quired of  those  taking  examinations  for  teachers'  licenses. 

Our  teaching  corps  consisted  of  two  college  graduates,  twenty-five 
normal  school  graduates,  twelve  holding  permanent,  ten  holding 
professional,  and  twenty-seven  holding  provisional  certificates.  Of 
this  number  twelve  had  had  no  previous  experience,  and  three  of  these 
were  failures. 

Five  teachers'  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  at  which 
forty  applicants  were  examined,  thirty -five  of  whom  received  cer- 
tiii<atcs  and  five  were  rejected.  Examinations  for  common  school 
diplomas  were  held  on  April  4th.  Fifty-five  pupils  who  had  com- 
pleted eighth  grade  work  took  these  examinations,  thirty-six  of  whom 
passed  successfully  and  were  awarded  diplomas. 

Milford  Independent  district  added  a  year  to  the  high  school 
course,  thereby  making  their  high  school  one  of  the  first  grade,  and 
graduate  a  class  of  ten  young  people,  the  first  to  be  graduated  un- 
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der  the  four-year  course.  The  work  done  at  this  school  is  of  such 
a  character  as  to  receive  recognition  by  such  higher  institutions  of 
learning  as  State  College  and  Lehigh  University,  in  that  they  will 
admit  its  graduates  upon  certificate. 

Matamoras  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  five  on  June  12th. 
Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  of  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School,  delivered 
a  very  excellent  address. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  at  Milford  during  the  week 
of  October  27th.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Dr.  C.  H. 
Gordinier,  and  Prof.  Thomas  I.  Mairs.  The  Directors'  Association 
convened  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  institute  week  and  was 
addressed  by  Drs.  Warren  and  Gordinier,  Professor  Mairs  and  J.  H. 
Van  Etten,  Esq. 

Our  usual  number  of  local  institutes  was  held  and  all  were  ex- 
ceptionally well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons.  Evening 
sessions  were  held  by  two  of  them  at  which  Dr.  E.  L.  -Kemp,  of  the 
East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School,  was  present  and  gave  inspiring 
addresses.  Miss  Eose  M.  Fetterolf  was  present  at  the  one  held  at 
Milford  and  gave  the  teachers  very  valuable  instruction  in  methods 
of  teaching  drawing  to  the  grades. 

About  the  usual  amount  of  repairing  was  done  and  some  addi- 
tions were  made  to  apparatus,  the  most  notable  of  which  was  the 
purchase  by  Milford  Independent  district  of  a  physical  laboratory 
for  use  in  the  high  school.  This  school  now  has  quite  a  thoroughly 
equipped  laboratory  for  the  teaching  of  the  sciences. 

In  conclusion  T  desire  again  to  thank  the  Department  for  courte- 
sies shown,  the  press  of  the  county  for  reporting  educational  events, 
the  directors  and  teachers  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  faithful 
performance  of  duty,  and  the  patrons  for  their  kind  and  courteous 
treatment. 


POTTER  COUNTY— R.  O.  Welfling. 


The  school  year  1013-1914  was  undoubtedly  the  most  satisfactory 
in  the  history  of  Potter  county.  Many  new  phases  of  education  com- 
ing into  school  life  tend  to  create  greater  zeal  in  the  professional 
spirit  of  the  teachers.  Some  of  these,  no  doubt,  will  in  the  future  be 
classed  as  fads.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  that  a  teacher  is  willing  and 
has  the  courage  to  try  out  a  new  idea  shows  the  right  spirit.  The 
10 
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Normal  Bulletin  says  in  the  spring  number,  "One  observer  has  re- 
marked that  a  zeal  amounting  to  a  religious  earnestness  seems  to  in- 
spire the  teaching  force  of  Potter  county." 

The  fact  that  in  this  county  none  but  high  school  graduates  are 
admitted  to  the  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  has  done 
much  toward  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  teaching  force. 

The  standardization  of  schools  too  is  slowly  taking  a  hold  of  our 
teachers  and  directors.  Our  standard  is  rather  high  and  thus  far 
only  two  rural  schools  have  qualified,  the  Sylvania  school  at  Cos- 
tello  and  the  Crippen  Run  school  in  West  Branch  township.  Others 
are  practically  ready  to  qualify. 

Requirements  for  a  Standard  School. 
Yard  and  Outbuildings. 

1 .  Ample  playground  containing  at  least  five  dollars'  worth  of  play- 

ground apparatus. 

2.  Two  well  kept,  widely  separated  outhouses.     The  boys'  outhouse 

must  have  two  compartments. 

3.  Convenient  fuel  house. 

The  School  House. 

1.  House  well  built,  in  good  repairs  and  painted. 

2 .  Good  foundation. 

3.  Well  lighted. 

4.  Attractive  interior  decorations. 

5.  Good  blackboards  (at  least  20  running  feet),  some  suitably  placed 

for  small  children. 

6.  Heated  with  a  jacketed  stove  or  basement  furnace. 

Furnishings  and  Supplies. 

1.  Desks  suitable  for  children  of  all  ages,  properly  placed. 

2.  Good  teacher's  desk.    At  least  two  good  chairs. 

3.  Good  book  case. 

4 .  A  good  collection  of  juvenile  books  suitable  as  aids  to  school  work 

as  well  as  general  reading. 

5.  A  set  of  good  maps,  a  globe,  dictionaries,  sanitary  water  foun- 

tain "bubbler." 

The  Organization. 

1 .  School  well  organized. 

2.  Classification  register  well  kept.     Welch  Classification  Register. 

3.  Definite  program  of  study  posted  on  wall. 
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4.  Program  of  recitations  posted  on  wall. 

5.  Attendance  at  least  90  per  cent. 

6.  Discipline  good. 

The  Teacher. 

1.  Education:  The  equivalent  of  a  second  class  high  school. 

2 .  Must  own  professional  reading  books  for  the  year. 

3.  Must  be  ranked  by  the  superintendent  as  a   good  or   superior 

teacher. 
The  133  rural  schools  this  year  reported  as  follows: 

Money  raised  by  school  socials,  $1,389.39. 

Pictures  bought  for  school  rooms,  76. 

Cost  of  these  76  pictures,  |1 51.65. 

Number  of  books  added  to  these  libraries,  762. 

Many  of  the  teachers  expended  their  social  money  for  playground 
apparatus,  book  cases,  paint,  busy  work  material,  etc.,  etc. 

Five  hundred  three  pupils  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy. 

We  have  adopted  "The  Playground,"  a  magazine  published  by  the 
Playground  and  Recreation  Association  of  America,  for  professional 
reading  and  this  phase  of  school  work  will  be  emphasized  the  com- 
ing year.  Already  systematic  play  has  been  introduced  for  inter- 
missions in  many  of  our  schools. 

The  county  institute  held  at  Coudersport  during  the  last  week  in 
October  was  a  success. 

The  instructors  were: 

Dr.  Reuben  Post  Halleck. 

Dr.  J.  George  Becht. 

Prof.  Frank  Baker. 

Prof.  LeRoy  King. 

Supt.  L.  M.  Jones. 

Prof.  Henry  Francis. 

Successful  local  institutes  were  held  at  Roulette,  Genesee,  Cos- 
tello,   Shingle  House,   Coudersport,   Galeton,   Harrison  Valley   and 

Ulvsses. 

During  the  year  I  made  250  visits  to  schools  each  visit  averaging 
one  and  one-fourth  hours.  All  schools  but  one  were  visited  and  this 
one  was  closed  twice  when  I  was  in  that  vicinity. 

Five  teachers'  examinations  were  conducted.  All  of  them  were 
held  in  Coudersport. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates  has  been  greatly 
reduced.  Only  77  applicants  took  the  examinations  this  year.  Of 
these  26  were  rejected.  All  candidates  must  be  high  school  gradu- 
ates.   This  gives  us  a  much  more  mature  body  of  teachers  and  the 
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inexperienced  ones  are  better  fitted  to  acquire  a  working  knowledge 
of  school  work. 

The  applicants  for  the  common  school  diploma  were  better  pre- 
pared this  year  than  ever  before.  Eighty-one  received  common  school 
diplomas  while  many  more  received  certificates  of  preparation  to 
enter  high  school. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  helped  to  make  it  possible  for  me 
to  report  a  successful  school  year. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Livingston  Seltzer. 


We  view  the  past  year  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction,  for  we  be- 
lieve that  progress  has  been  made  along  all  lines.  A  hopeful  sign 
of  advancement  lies  in  the  fact  that  many  of  our  teachers  availed 
themselves  of  opportunities  to  take  special  courses  of  training  in 
summer  schools  in  order  to  develop  a  higher  standard  of  efficiency 
and  service.  The  interest  directors  and  patrons  are  taking  in  our 
schools  is  a  noticeable  feature  of  educational  work  in  Schuylkill 
county  at  the  present  time.  People  in  general  are  desirous  of  pro- 
moting the  efficiency  of  our  schools,  and  are  assisting  the  school  of- 
ficials in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation. 

Buildings  and  Improvements. 

During  the  past  year,  and  at  the  time  this  report  is  being  pre- 
pared, a  goodly  number  of  the  districts  under  my  supervision  made, 
or  are  making,  improvements.  Some  new  buildings  have  been  erected 
or  are  in  the  course  of  erection.  At  Kaska,  in  Blythe  district,  the 
school  authorities  purchased  a  church  which  was  no  longer  used,  and 
remodeled  it  for  school  purposes.  This  gives  Kaska  three  schools. 
At  Cumbola,  also  in  Blythe  township,  a  three-room  annex  is  at 
present  being  added  to  the  original  building.  At  Lavelle,  in  Butler 
township,  the  original  one-story  building  has  been  enlarged  to  a 
two-story  brick  building  containing  five  rooms.  The  same  township 
also  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  for  improvements  on  the  four-room 
brick  building  at  Rappahannock.  Cass  township  added  one  room 
to  the  building  at  Forestville.  In  Coaldale,  the  growing  population 
necessitated  a  new  six-room-  building.  When  this  building  is  com- 
pleted, Coaldale  will  employ  about  twenty-five  teachers  compared 
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with  possibly  fifteen  eight  or  ten  years  ago.  In  Cressona,  the  North 
Ward  building  was  enlarged  to  an  up-to-date  two-room  building. 
Frackville  has  erected  a  splendid  new  $30,000  high  school  building. 
Everything  is  of  the  best.  The  first  floor  is  divided  into  four  grade 
rooms.  The  second  floor  will  be  used  for  high  school  purposes  ex- 
clusively. Gilberton  is  now  adding  one  room  to  each  of  the  buildings 
in  the  three  wards.  These  are  to  be  ready  for  use  during  the  coming 
term.  Pinegrove  township  has  built  a  new  two-room  building  at 
Marstown.  The  building  is  two  stories  high.  A  Waterbury  heat- 
ing system  has  been  installed.  Rahn  township  erected  a  new  two- 
story  building.  This  was  necessary  largely  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  Tamaqua  schools,  which  many  of  the  Rahn  township  pupils  at- 
tended, could  no  longer  accommodate  such  pupils,  owing  to  lack  of 
room.  Ringtown  borough  built  a  two-room  building.  One  of  these 
rooms  is  rented  to  Union  township  for  grammar  school  purposes. 
All  the  eighth  grade  pupils  of  Union  township  will  now  attend 
school  in  Ringtown;  also  about  fifteen  high  school  pupils.  Schuylkill 
township  built  a  room  to  the  building  at  Maryd.  This  building  now 
has  three  rooms,  and  has  all  the  modern  conveniences,  including 
indoor  toilets,  etc.  Wayne  township  is  erecting  a  new  one-room 
building  to  be  used  this  coming  year.  The  school  authorities  plan 
to  build  one  new  building  each  year  for  six  years  to  take  the  place 
of  buildings  which  are  becoming  old  and  inadequate.  West  Penn 
township  also  erected  two  new  one-room  buildings. 

In  my  visits  during  the  year,  I  frequently  called  attention  to  the 
condition  and  appearance  of  the  school  grounds  and  the  outbuild- 
ings. As  a  consequence,  I  have  noticed  a  marked  improvement  along 
these  lines. 

Supplementary  Reading  and  Libraries. 

During  the  past  year,  I  especially  urged  the  teachers  and  authori- 
ties of  the  different  districts  to  secure  more  supplementary  read- 
ing. A  goodly  number  of  the  districts  have  responded  nobly  to  my 
appeals.  The  value  of  taking  this  step  was  very  noticeable,  especially 
in  the  reading  classes.  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  forty  per  centum  of 
the  schools  have  made  recent  additions  to  their  libraries. 


Teachers. 

All  our  new  normal  school  graduates  were  successful  in  securing 
positions.  More  would  have  been  employed  had  the  number  of  gradu- 
ates been  greater.  There  seems,  more  and  more,  to  be  a  tendency  to 
elect  normal  school  graduates,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  not 
nearly  so  many  beginning  teachers,  with  provisional  certificates,  are 
elected  now  as  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 
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I  have  also  noticed  that  the  number  of  our  male  teachers  is  gradu- 
ally decreasing.  This,  I  think,  is  an  unfortunate  state  of  affairs, 
especially  in  those  grades  where  the  pupils  are  in  the  adolescent 
period,  and  at  a  time  when  they  are  beginning  to  think  of  careers  of 
their  own.  This  lack  of  male  teachers  is  due,  in  large  measure,  to 
better  salaries  in  other  walks  of  life  and  permanent  employment. 
1  also  find  that,  in  many  cases,  the  demands  made  by  education  in 
the  way  of  books,  higher  training,  etc.,  are  not  commensurate  with 
the  salary  teachers  receive.  Possibly  the  present  high  cost  of  living 
is  also  leading  male  teachers  to  seek  more  lucrative  positions.  I  do 
not  mean  to  depreciate  or  minimize  the  place  held  in  our  educational 
system  by  female  teachers,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  deplore  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  male  teachers  is  constantly  on  the  decrease. 

Teachers'  Institute. 

Our  fifty-first  annual  Teachers1  Institute  was  held  in  the  Academy 
of  Music,  at  Pottsville,  from  October  13th  to  17th,  1913.  I  am  safe 
in  saying  that  the  institute  was  a  success  in  every  respect.  The 
instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  Nathan  0.  Sehaeffer,  State  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction ;  Dr.  Keuben  Post  Halleck,  Miss  Cora 
Mel  Patten;  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Miss  Kose  M.  Fetterolf,  State 
Supervisor  of  Drawing;  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  Instructor  in  Mu- 
sic, and  Prof.  M.  Bertrand  Howard,  music  composer  and  saxaphone 
accompanist.  For  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  we  had  the 
following:  Recital,  "The  Blue  Bird"  (Maeterlinck),  Miss  Cora  Mel 
Patten ;  lecture,  "With  an  Irishman  through  the  Jungles  of  Africa," 
Dr.  Gabriel  R.  Maguire;  concert  by  the  Venetian  Serenaders,  and  a 
concert  by  the  Metropolitan  Stock  Company. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— T.  A.  Stetler. 


I  believe  that  the  schools  in  Snyder  county  have  closed  one  of  the 
most  successful  terms  in  their  history.  The  teachers  and  the  direc- 
tors have  performed  their  work  faithfully  and  all  worked  in  har- 
mony to  give  to  each  boy  and  each  girl  in  the  county  a  good  common 
school  education. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  December  1-5.  All 
the  teachers  of  the  county  were  present.    The  interest  manifested  by 
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the  teachers  and  the  public  was  very  encouraging.  The  following 
were  the  day  instructors:  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Miss  Rose  M.  Fetterolf,  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis, 
Juniata  College,  Huntingdon,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Frank  B.  Pearson,  Columbus, 
Ohio ;  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  evening  attractions 
were  as  follows :  Lectures,  by  Dr.  Ellis,  Dr.  Pearson  and  Dr.  Edward 
Amherst  Ott;  entertainment  by  the  Weatherwax  Brothers. 

The  Snyder  County  Teachers'  Association  held  two  meetings  dur- 
ing the  year,  one  at  Selinsgrove,  and  one  at  Middleburg.  These  meet- 
ings were  well  attended.  The  teachers  who  attend  these  meetings 
show  a  desire  to  live  and  to  grow  in  their  profession,  while  those 
who  absent  themselves  without  a  cause  must  soon  consent  to  their 
being  relegated  to  the  rear. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  School  Directors'  Association 
was  held  in  Middleburg  January  6  and  7,  1914.  Seventy-four  of  the 
85  directors  were  present.  Great  interest  was  shown  upon  the  part 
of  the  directors.  Supt.  E.  M.  Rapp,  of  Reading,  and  J.  M.  Coughlin, 
of  Wilkes-Barre,  were  with  us  and  delivered  several  good  addresses 
before  the  convention. 

Four  public  examinations  were  held.  Two  days  were  given  to 
each  examination.  One  hundred  eight  persons  were  examined,  of 
these  22  were  rejected. 

Number  of  teachers  without  previous  experience,  17 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates,   56 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 40 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates,  15 

Number  of  teachers  holding  normal  school  diplomas, 12 

Number  of  college  graduates,    6 

All  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  at  least  twice  and  some 
three  times.  In  nearly  all  cases  the  directors  accompany  me  on  my 
second  visit  to  the  schools. 

Perry  township  painted  its  school  buildings  and  put  all  the  water 
closets  in  a  sanitary,  up-to-date  condition. 

Penn  township  enlarged  some  of  its  playgrounds  by  purchasing 
more  ground.    Jackson  township  enlarged  one  of  its  playgrounds. 

A  number  of  the  districts  installed  the  Waterbury  system  of  heat- 
ing. 

I  believe  that  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  the  teachers  and  the  di- 
rectors of  the  county  are  more  enthusiastic  and  are  giving  more 
attention  to  the  schools  of  the  county  than  they  have  ever  done  be- 
fore. One  of  our  greatest  troubles  lies  in  not  being  able  to  retain  our 
experienced  teachers. 

10—6—1914 
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I  desire  to  thank  the  Department,  the  press  and  all  friends  of  edu- 
( at  ion  for  their  help  and  encouragements  rendered  in  behalf  of  our 
.schools. 


SOMERSET   COUNTY— D.   W.    Seibert 


In  reviewing-  the  work  of  the  past  year  we  are  confronted  by  the 
fact  that  the  results  in  school  work  cannot  be  measured  accurately. 
While  our  ideals  of  last  year  were  not  realized  in  the  practical  af- 
fairs of  our  schools,  yet  we  feel  that  parents,  teachers  and  directors 
have  made  commendable  progress  in  the  development  of  more  seri- 
ous and  consistent  ideas  about  what  the  public  schools  should  ac- 
complish for  our  boys  and  girls.  Since  the  problem  of  public  school 
education  concerns  the  adults  as  well  as  the  children  of  the  im- 
mediate communities  in  which  the  school  exists,  it  is  gratifying  to 
notice  the  growth  of  a  sentiment  that  assists  in  inculcating  principles 
of  morality,  habits  of  industry  and  ideals  of  usefulness. 

It  is  gratifying  to  say  that  we  have  had  fewer  poor  schools  and 
failures  by  teachers  than  during  any  previous  year.  Our  teachers, 
as  a  class,  have  exhibited  great  earnestness  in  their  work  during 
the  year,  and  have  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  commendation 
and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  every  friend  of  public  education.  Our 
directors,  to  a  considerable  extent,  have  stimulated  the  zeal  of  the 
teachers  by  recognizing  their  efforts  in  the  gradation  of  salaries, 
and  they  have  been  rewarded  by  better  professional  preparation  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers. 

A  hindrance  of  importance  exists  in  the  disposition  to  change  the 
positions  of  teachers  each  year.  Over  one-half  of  our  pupils  are 
wasting  valuable  time  and  energy  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
ways  of  the  new  teacher.  The  teachers  in  turn  are  put  to  the  task 
of  learning  the  character  and  peculiarities  of  not  only  a  new  school 
of  pupils,  but  of  a  community  of  parents  as  well.  It  is  really  pathetic 
that  the  experienced  teachers  value  to  the  same  school,  which  arises 
from  a  mutual  knowledge  of  teacher  and  pupils  is  so  far  from  being- 
appreciated  to  an  extent  commensurate  witli  its  importance.  This 
habit  of  changing  rural  teachers  almost  eliminates  the  responsibility 
of  the  teacher  for  the  later  work  and  life  of  the  child. 

The  success  of  our  organization,  "The  County  Boys'  Agricultural 
Club"  and  "Girls'   Domestic   Science  League"   continues    with    un- 
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abated  interest.  Tt  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
boys  and  girls  to  do  useful  things  and  particularly  to  inspire  those 
who  have  never  tried  or  even  thought  that  raising  corn  and  baking 
bread  were  things  worth  while  in  the  educational  field. 

The  results  obtained  lead  us  to  believe  that  boys  and  girls  have 
been  taught  to  derive  pleasure  from  the  work  which  afterwards  will 
be  theirs  to  use  as  a  means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  It  has  helped  to 
give  the  boys  an  interest  in  farming  by  creating  a  pleasure  in  doing 
much  of  the  work  of  the  farm  that  formerly  was  looked  upon  as 
drudgery. 

We  sought  to  interest  the  girls  in  everything  that  pertains  to  home 
life  and  to  encourage  them  to  apply  science  with  a  view  to  greater 
efficiency  and  at  the  same  time  to  eliminate  the  old  form  of  guess 
in  household  work.  The  plan  of  instruction  we  have  followed  along 
this  line  has  taken  but  little  school  time  or  money  and  has  had  the 
effect  of  improving  the  textbook  work  of  the  school  in  other 
branches. 

On  account  of  the  close  association  between  development  in  agri- 
culture, domestic  science  and  industrial  work  with  the  progress  of 
rural  schools,  we  have  endeavored  to  encourage  the  boys  and  girls 
who  were  willing  to  learn  to  do  well  some  everyday  useful  thing 
by  holding  a  competitive  exhibit  during  Institute  Week.  Prizes 
were  awarded  to  the  winners  at  this  contest.  The  real  value,  of 
course,  does  not  lie  in  the  winning  of  prizes,  but  it  was  a  means  by 
which  we  increased  the  interest  of  the  children  in  the  home  and  the 
farm,  as  well  as  that  of  the  parents  in  the  school,  more  than  has 
been  done  by  any  other  agency. 

In  view  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  vocational  educational  law,  we 
hope  to  be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  establish  a  school  in  agri- 
culture and  domestic  science  within  the  county. 

The  standard  of  requirement  for  provisional  and  professional  cer- 
tificates was  raised.  More  of  the  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates 
attended  State  Normal  and  other  institutions  than  ever  before. 
Eleven  examinations  for  teachers'  provisional  certificates  were  held 
at  different  places  in  the  county,  and  one  examination  for  profes- 
sional certificates  was  held  at  Somerset.  Four  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  applicants  were  examined.  Of  this  number  305  received  pro- 
visional certificates,  36  professional  certificates  and  150  were  re- 
jected. The  examinations  were  conducted  with  a  view  to  placing  the 
most  experienced  teachers  in  the  schools. 

The  examinations  for  pupils  in  the  common  schools  were  held 
April  4th  at  30  different  points  in  the  county,  by  committees  con- 
sisting of  two  directors  and  three  teachers.  Uniform  questions  to 
be  submitted  were  sent  to  the  different  committees  by  the  county 
superintendent.     After  the  examinations  the  manuscripts  were  re- 
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turned  to  the  superintendent.  Three  hundred  and  twenty  applicants 
presented  themselves  for  examination.  Two  hundred  and  four  of 
these  made  the  required  percentage,  entitling  them  to  diplomas. 

The  annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  still  contiues  to  head  the 
list  in  the  educational  events  of  the  year.  The  enthusiasm  and  in- 
terest were  of  the  highest  order  throughout  the  sessions.  The  at- 
tendance of  teachers  was  almost  perfect  and  that  of  the  general  pub- 
lic, all  that  could  be  desired.  The  instruction,  lectures  and  enter- 
tainment met  with  universal  approval.  It  could  not  be  otherwise 
with  Hon.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction;  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Holmes,  Pennsylvania  State  College; 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs;  Prof.  L.  H.  Den- 
nis, expert  in  agricultural  education;  Prof.  Jerry  March,  of  Girard 
College;  Benjamin  Chapin,  Elias  Day,  Mrs.  Agnes  Martin,  Dr.  Newell 
Dwight  Hillis  and  the  Beulah  Buck  Quartet  on  the  platform. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  of 
Somerset  county  was  held  in  the  court  house  November  25th  and 
26th.  Much  enthusiasm  was  shown  by  those  who  took  part  in  the 
discussions.  The  instruction  was  interesting  and  helpful  to  all  who 
attended.  Evidences  of  improvements  that  had  their  origin  in  the 
conventions  are  conspicuous  in  nearly  all  of  our  districts. 

Large  local  educational  meetings  were  held  in  a  number  of  the 
districts  and  teachers'  meetings  of  various  kinds  were  held  in  all 
of  the  districts.  These  gatherings  proved  to  be  a  helpful  factor  in 
the  educational  work  during  the  year.  In  some  districts,  class 
drills  and  contests  in  connection  with  the  regular  program  had  a 
beneficial  and  pleasing  influence.  Our  directors  in  some  districts 
have  begun  to  share  the  responsibility  of  holding  local  educational 
meetings  with  the  teachers.  The  results  of  these  meetings  have  been 
very  gratifying. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  in  giving  advice,  of  the  county  press  in 
publishing  matter  of  an  educational  nature  anu  of  the  directors, 
teachers  and  people  in  extending  their  support  &Z*  hospitality  when- 
ever the  opportunity  offered. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— H.  P.  Hennig. 


The  school  work  of  Sullivan  county  has  been  moving  along  very 
nicely  during  the  past  year.  Nearly  all  of  the  teachers  are  doing 
excellent  work.     We  have  made  a  determined  effort  to  make  our 
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school  work  more  efficient  all  along  the  line  and  results  show  that 
we  have  succeeded,  at  least,  in  a  measure.  We  feel  that  the  progress 
of  our  schools  is  keeping  apace  with  the  progress  of  the  time. 

Last  year  saw  much  activity  in  the  improvement  of  school  build- 
ings and  environments  but  there  is  still  an  apportunity  for  much 
more  improvement  in  this  direction.  Many  of  the  buildings  are  still 
scarcely  habitable  and  in  a  suitable  condition  for  the  home  of  the 
children  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  People  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  the  condition  of  the  buildings  and  surroundings  has  its 
effect  on  the  plastic  minds  of  the  children,  and  only  the  best  re- 
sults can  be  obtained  when  the  best  conditions  exist.  In  several  of 
the  districts  dirty  walls  are  disappearing  under  new  coats  of  paint; 
new  single  seats  are  replacing  the  old  carved  double  seats;  slate 
blackboards  are  taking  the  place  of  the  painted  wall  or  board;  sani- 
tary drinking  fountains  or  closed  buckets  with  spigots  attached  are 
found  in  nearly  every  school  room  of  the  county;  in  several  of  the 
districts  oiled  floors  or  sanitary  floor  sweeping  compounds  are  used 
as  preventions  of  diseases. 

Our  school  directors  are  generally  interested  in  improvements. 
They  are  ready  to  respond  to  its  demands  and  would  accomplish 
much  more  in  the  improvement  direction  if  the  funds  were  avail- 
able. Several  of  our  school  districts  are  taxed  to  the  maximum  and 
still  the  schools  are  suffering  because  of  inadequate  funds.  Should 
our  Legislature  pass  the  bill  creating  the  law  whereby  the  poor  school 
districts  of  the  State  would  be  reimbused  financially  by  the  State, 
some  of  the  districts  of  our  county  could  justly  demand  and  utilize 
their  portions  of  it  for  the  welfare  of  their  boys  and  girls. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  are  doing  much  toward  decorating  and 
equipping  the  school  rooms.  In  two  of  the  school  districts,  Dushore 
borough  and  Hillsgrove  township,  the  schools  have  placed  pianos; 
Davidson  and  Colley  townships  have  each  added  a  geographical  col- 
lection and  cases  suitable  for  holding  these  collections.  Nearly 
every  school  of  the  county  by  entertainments  or  socials  has  raised 
funds  which  are  being  used  either  for  purchasing  decorations  for  the 
interior  of  the  school  rooms  or  equipment  adapted  to  its  need. 

Each  high  school  principal,  except  one,  promised  Professor  Deni- 
son,  State  High  School  Inspector,  to  add  at  least  two  pictures  to  the 
walls  of  his  school  room  during  the  school  year.  In  most  of  the 
cases  the  promises  have  been  fulfilled. 

We  feel  generally  encouraged  by  improvements  along  the  lines 
mentioned,  but  there  are  still  buildings  that  ought  to  be  repaired.  We 
realize  that  all  the  necessary  improvements  can  not  be  made  at  once, 
but  wish  to  urge  the  directors  to  keep  repairing  the  buildings  that 
need  it  most  and  in  a  few  years  we  will  have  our  buildings  all  in  a 
suitable  condition. 
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Fifteen  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
county  during  the  year.  These  meetings  are  the  means  of  stimu- 
lating school  sentiment,  bringing  together  teacher,  parent,  pupil  and 
director,  in  which  a  better  understanding  of  their  mutual  relations 
was  developed  and  of  adjusting  matters  peculiar  to  each  individual 
school  or  district.  The  following  topics  were  thoroughly  discussed: 
"Eliminations  in  the  State  Course  of  Study,"  "School  Examinations," 
"Basis  of  Promotions,"  "Practicability  of  the  High  School  Course," 
"Agriculture  in  the  Rural  Schools." 

Patrons'  Day  was  observed  in  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  schools  of 
the  county.  This  is  a  new  innovation.  Efforts  are  being  made  to 
get  the  parents  into  the  school  rooms.  The  results  of  the  response 
were  surprising.  Over  1,100  visitors  responded  to  the  call.  Many 
visited  the  schools  who  had  not  been  in  a  school  room  since  their 
school  days.    The  day  will  be  observed  again  next  year. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  school  year  each  school  was  asked  to 
make  an  exhibit  of  its  work  at  the  county  fair  which  was  held  at 
Forksville,  October  1,  2  and  3.  About  70  per  cent,  of  the  schools 
of  the  county  responded.  The  work  was  highly  creditable  and  in- 
creased public  sentiment. 

Press  Comment — "The  exhibits  in  the  educational  department  were 
grand.  Our  public  schools  are  doing  excellent  work.  Our  educa- 
tional system  is  tending  toward  more  practical  results.  The  educa- 
tional departments  with  its  athletic  feature  is  one  of  the  best  draw- 
ing cards  of  the  fair." 

Our  summer  school  of  five  weeks  was  held  in  the  Dushore  High 
School  building,  beginning  the  8th  of  June.  Seventy  students  en- 
rolled. Special  attention  was  given  to  pedagogy  and  the  State 
course  of  study,  although  instruction  was  given  in  all  the  common 
branches  and  several  of  the  high  school  subjects.  We  believe  our 
summer  school  is  doing  excellent  work  for  the  schools  of  the  county. 
It  is  here  that  the  plans  are  arranged  for  the  ensuing  year.  Teach- 
ers are  free  to  discuss  educational  conditions  applicable  to  their  re- 
spective schools  or  districts.  It  is  the  first  step  toward  making  the 
school  a  social  center.  It  gives  the  county  superintendent  an  op- 
portunity for  closer  supervision  by  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
work  of  the  young  teachers  prior  to  the  opening  of  their  school  work. 
The  Diiectors'  Association  of  the  county  held  its  annual  meeting 
at  LaPorte,  May  5th  and  6th.  The  following  directors  were  elected 
as  officers  of  the  association: 

President,  Attorney  P.  H.  Ingham,  LaPorte  borough. 
First  Vice-President,  W.  C.  Mason,  LaPorte  borough. 
Second  Vice-President,  Lee  R.  Gavitt,  Davidson  township. 
Secretary,  C.  B.  Heaverly,  Dushore  borough. 
Treasurer,  A.  L.  Dyer,  Colley  township. 
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The  association  elected  Lee  R.  Gavitt,  C.  B.  Nye  and  George  Case- 
man  as  delegates  to  the  State  convention.  Alternates:  Charles  Mc- 
Carty,  Harvey  Taylor  and  David  Phillips. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg  and  Principal  P.  M.  Harbold,  of 
Millersville,  were  with  us  the  two  days  and  rendered  much  helpful 
assistance.  The  presence  of  such  able,  experienced  men  are  an  in- 
spiration to  the  educational  field. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  very  successful.  The  instruc- 
tors were  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  of  Millersville;  Supt.  Charles  Lose, 
of  Williamsport;  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  Prof.  W.  M. 
Denison,  State  High  School  Inspector.  The  forenoon  sessions  of 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  were  devoted  to  departmental 
work,  which  brought  out  the  free  discussions  of  the  teachers.  Through 
these  discussions  the  instructors  better  understood  the  requirements 
and  needs  of  the  teachers  and  therefore  did  more  efficient  work  with 
them.  Each  teacher  of  the  county  was  assigned  one  question  and 
several  of  the  teachers  had  more  than  one  question. 

The  evening  attractions  were: 

Monday  evening,  The  Anita  Singing  Orchestra  and  Mrs.  Dunbar. 
Tuesday  evening,  Lecture  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier. 
Wednesday  evening,  The  Music  Makers'  Quartet. 
Thursday  evening,  Rogers  and  Grilley. 

All  of  the  high  schools  of  the  county,  nine  of  them,  have  courses 
in  agriculture,  and  have  done  splendid  work.  The  grade  of  work 
done  in  all  the  high  schools  is  of  the  highest  degree.  The  pupils 
take  a  greater  interest  in  the  work.  Commencement  exercises  were 
held  in  all  the  high  schools,  and  fifty  pupils  were  given  diplomas.  All 
the  exercises  were  well  attended  which  shows  an  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  patrons. 

Personally,  I  have  visited  every  school  in  the  county  once,  and 
many  of  them  two  and  three  times.  I  attended  nearly  all  the  local 
institutes,  the  directors'  meeting  at  Harrisburg,  and  the  State  meet- 
ing at  Pittsburgh. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  thanks  to  the  teachers,  directors 
and  all  citizens  in  the  various  lines  of  work  which  have  assisted  in 
making  this  a  pleasant  and  profitable  school  year.  We  again  thank 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  help  given  us,  and  the 
press  for  the  assistance  rendered  in  promoting  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— George  A.   Stearns. 


We  have  no  radical  changes  or  innovations  to  report  but  are  hope- 
ful that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  gradual  and  permanent  im- 
provement. 

A  more  healthful  public  sentiment  is  manifest  in  several  districts. 
Buildings  are  being  papered  and  painted  and  the  daily  attendance  is 
gradually  improving. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  at  Franklin  Forks,  Rush,  Auburn 
Center,  Jackson,  Harford,  Hop  Bottom,  New  Milford,  Susquehanna, 
Lenoxville  and  Little  Meadows.  Severe  storms  prevented  the  meet- 
ings which  were  to  have  been  held  at  Friendsville  and  Uniondale. 
Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  of  the  Stroudsburg  Normal,  and  Prof.  O.  C.  Gortner, 
of  Mansfield,  addressed  the  meetings  at  Lenoxville  and  Little  Mead- 
ows, and  High  School  Inspector  Denison  spoke  at  New  Milford. 

Our  county  institute  was  pronounced  a  marked  success.  Prof.  F. 
A.  Barbour,  of  Ypsilanti,  Mich.;  Supt.  James  A.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes- 
Barre;  Supt.  E.  M.  Rapp,  of  Berks  county,  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht, 
secretary  of  the  State  Board,  were  the  speakers.  Prof.  March  had 
charge  of  the  singing,  which  was  a  prominent  feature  of  the  week. 

The  directors'  convention  was  held  October  16-17,  the  first  day's 
session  being  held  in  connection  with  the  institute.  The  second 
day's  meeting  was  addressed  by  Directors  C.  S.  Vail,  of  New  Milford; 
W  H  Warner,  of  Montrose;  S.  S.  Harris,  of  Lenox,  and  by  Dr. 
Becht  Messrs.  C.  E.  Swartz,  of  Hallstead,  and  Francis  Mitchell, 
of  Springville,  were  elected  delegates  to  the  State  Directors  Con- 
vention. 

Montrose  borough  organized  a  special  agricultural  and  household 
arts  department  in  connection  with  their  high  school,  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  17  and  11  respectively.  Both  departments  were  a  marked 
success.     A    Parent-Teachers'   League   was   also    organized   in    the 

town.  , 

Forest  City  has  voted  to  build  a  ten-room  building  with  an  audi- 
torium, which  will  be  used  for  the  grammar  grades  and  the  high 
school.  This  will  materially  relieve  the  present  crowded  condition 
of  the  other  buildings.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  the  active  school 
sentiment  which  is  growing  in  this  town. 

\ction  was  brought  before  Judge  Little  by  citizens  of  Clifford  dis- 
trict asking  the  court  to  dismiss  the  board  for  refusal  to  provide 
transportation  from  the  door  where  the  distance  to  the  school  was 
-reater  than  one  and  one-half  miles.  The  court  sustained  the  board 
on  the  -rounds  that  section  1406  of  the  School  Code  is  not  manda- 
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tory  except  in  cases  where  schools  are  closed  since  the  passage  of 
the  act,  which  was  not  the  case,  however,  in  this  instance.  In  his 
opinion  he  referred  to  the  several  sections  relating  to  transportation, 
pointing  out  that  the  law  intends  to  give  the  best  possible  facilities 
for  school  attendance  and  that  boards  and  citizens  should  work  in 
harmony  to  bring  about  the  intent  of  the  law. 

Two  more  high  schools  were  added  to  our  number  this  year — 
Uniondale  and  Hop  Bottom. 

Medical  inspection  is  provided  in  several  districts  but  some  stand 
aloof,  fearing,  in  some  instances  that  additional  expenses  will  be  the 
outcome.  Some  districts  take  the  reports  very  kindly  and  do  the 
best  they  can  to  remedy  bad  condition  while  others  disregard  them 
entirely. 

We  need  many  modern  school  houses  but  the  burden  of  taxation  is 
too  keenly  felt  to  contemplate  very  extensive  building  projects. 

Our  teaching  force  is  showing  evidence  of  better  training.  Eight 
years  ago  over  50  per  cent,  were  serving  under  provisional  certifi- 
cates, with  about  22  per  cent,  normal  graduates.  This  year  29  per 
cent,  held  provisional  certificates  and  30  per  cent,  were  normal 
graduates.  However,  the  tenure  of  service  is  far  too  short  to  be  ap- 
proximately efficient.  By  far  too  many  costly  experiments  are  made. 
The  preparation  of  our  high  school  graduates  is  necessarily  general, 
especially  in  the  common  branches.  Many  of  them  have  had  no  re- 
views in  these  subjects  after  they  are  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  their 
high  school  teachers  fail  to  correlate  the  advanced  work  with  these 
subjects  as  they  should.  They  came  back  to  us  poorly  prepared  to 
teach,  and  too  often  they  come  out  of  the  normal  schools  without  this 
necessary  special  preparation. 

We  hope  that  the  present  extended  time  in  these  schools  will 
emphasize  this  important  part  of  their  work. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  those  in  the  county  and  in  the  State  Depart- 
ment for  the  many  courtesies  received. 


TIOGA   COUNTY— E.   A.   Retan. 


Our  personal  observation  and  the  reports  of  the  teachers  that  are 
made  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  school 
year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  marked  success.  The  teachers  have 
been  zealous  in  their  work  and  the  directors  in  many  districts  have 
shown  unusual    interest    in    improving    conditions    in    the    schools 
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under  their  control.  The  number  of  applicants  for  teachers'  certifi- 
cates are  fewer  and  those  who  do  apply  are  better  prepared.  The  di- 
rectors of  many  districts  are  demanding  a  higher  grade  of  teachers. 
in  several  rural  districts  only  normal  graduates  were  given  em- 
ployment. 

Several  thousand  dollars  were  expended  by  the  Mansfield  direc- 
tors in  improving  the  Mansfield  high  school  building.     This  build- 
ing is  used  by  the  Mansrield-Richmond  districts  for  a  joint  graded 
and  high  school.    Transportation  is  now  provided  for  thirteen  routes 
radiating  from  Mansfield,  and  with  the  opening  of  the  present  school 
year,  a  special  teacher  will  be  provided  for  teaching  agriculture  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  agricultural  expert  of  the  Department.  West- 
held  will  have  completed  a  $30,000  building  for  use  during  the  en- 
suing year.     This  building  is  modern  in  every  respect.     Hamilton 
township  has  under  construction  an  up-to-date  building  costing  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars.     This  building  located  at  Morris  Run,  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  the  fall.     Covington  borough  and 
Covington  township  are  increasing  the  size  of  the  building  at  Cov- 
ington borough  to  give  additional  advantages  to  the  children  of  the 
joint  districts  also  to  provide  for  a  high  school  of  the  second  grade. 
Improvements  were  made  in  the  Sabinsville  school  to  accommodate 
two  additional  schools  that  were  transported,  an  additional  teacher 
was  employed  and  the  work  required  of  a  second  grade  high  school 
was  covered  during  the  year.     An  additional  teacher  was  employed 
and  the  necessary  facilities  were  provided  to  maintain  a  high  school 
of  the  second  grade  at  Lawrenceville.     Improvements  were  made  in 
many  rural  schools.    The  interest  shown  by  the  directors  of  many  of 
these  schools  in  the  class  of  teachers  employed  and  the  new  improve- 
ments in  the  school  buildings  greatly  reflects  to  their  credit. 

Under  the  direction  of  High  School  Inspector  Denison,  much 
better  work  is  being  done  in  our  high  schools.  Apparatus  has  been 
purchased,  the  walls  decorated  and  a  higher  grade  of  teachers  is 
gradually  being  provided.  In  several  instances  the  rating  of  the 
schools  has  been  advanced  and  never  in  the  history  of  the  county 
was  the  high  school  attendance  as  large  as  during  the  past  school 

year. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro  the  week  of  October 
27.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  William  I).  Henderson,  Dr.  O.  T.  Cor- 
son, Supt.  Charles  Lose  and  Deputy  Slate  Superintendent  Reed  B. 
Teiirick.  The  Directors'  Association  met  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day of  the  same  week.  The  work  of  each  of  these  organizations  was 
of  such  a  character  as  to  inspire  both  teachers  and  directors  with 
greater  diligence. 

The  reports  from  the  teachers  of  the  rural  schools  show  that 
$1,028.79  were  raised  by  entertainments  and  socials.     This  is  an  in- 
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crease  of  $175.10  over  the  previous  year.  Seven  hundred  and  seventy 
books  were  bought  for  libraries.  The  remainder  of  the  money  was 
expended  for  bookcases,  maps,  pictures  and  in  various  ways  for 
the  benefit  of  the  schools. 

Patrons'  Day  was  observed  for  the  second  time  in  the  rural  schools. 
On  account  of  the  roads  being  almost  impassable  not  so  many  were 
present  this  year.  We  believe  that  on  account  of  the  usual  condi- 
tion of  the  roads  in  February  an  earlier  date  would  prove  more  sat- 
isfactory for  this  occasion. 

Fern  Doud,  of  Lawrence  township,  and  Bertha  Kleinman,  of 
Blossburg,  were  the  successful  contestants  in  the  annual  spelling 
contest;  the  former  of  the  rural  schools  and  the  latter  of  the  graded 
schools.  The  prizes  were  Webster's  New  International  Dictionaries. 
Esther  Banks,  of  the  Knoxville  high  school  won  the  first  prize  in  the 
historical  essay  contest  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Kevolution. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  Mansfield  Fair  Association,  we  were 
permitted  to  send  out  circulars  to  all  of  the  teachers  announcing  a 
county  corn  and  potato  contest.  Liberal  prizes  are  .offered  and  the 
awards  will  be  made  on  the  exhibits  brought  or  sent  to  the  Mansfield 
fair  in  September.  We  hope  the  success  of  this  project  will  be  such 
as  to  warrant  the  association  in  continuing  their  liberal  awards. 

The  usual  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held  throughout 
the  county.  Valuable  assistance  was  rendered  by  members  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Mansfield  State  Normal  School.  These  meetings  were 
held  on  an  earlier  date  than  in  former  years. 

We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  suggest  that  the  compulsory 
educational  law  should  be  more  rigidly  enforced  throughout  the 
county;  that  teachers  should  be  continued  for  a  longer  term  in  the 
same  school  in  the  same  district;  that  greater  effort  should  be  made 
by  both  teachers  and  directors  in  improving  grounds  by  grading, 
planting  trees,  shrubs  and  vines  and  that  a  two-year  course  be  pro- 
vided by  normal  schools  for  the  special  training  of  rural  teachers. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, the  press,  teachers,  patrons  and  directors  for  the  many  cour- 
tesies which  have  been  shown  to  me. 


UNION  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


It  is  well  that  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  we  should  look  back 
upon  our  work,  to  behold  our  failures  "as  well  as  our  accomplish- 
ments.    The  time  element  in  education  is  an  important  factor  and 
11 
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one  cannot  know  at  the  end  of  a  year,  just  how  great  has  been  the 
success  in  one  year.  Words  rightly  spoken  and  lives  rightly  lived 
before  the  child  life, — Who  can  measure  its  influence  only  in  after 
years  can  the  real  worth  of  our  efforts  be  determined  and  even  then 
no  one  mind  will  ever  have  the  data  at  hand  to  measure  the  same. 
But,  because  in  talking  with  teachers,  parents,  directors,  pupils, 
friends,  in  our  observation  in  the  school  room,  in  our  county  papers, 
in  our  correspondence — in  everything  pertaining  to  the  schools,  I 
have  found  a  spirit  of  earnestness,  which  shows  the  highest  apprecia- 
tion of  a  true  education.  With  all  these  evidences  I  am  lead  to  believe 
that  good  has  been  accomplished. 


School  Houses. 

The  school  properties  of  the  several  districts  are,  with  but  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, in  very  good  condition.  Some  of  the  houses  need  a  lighter 
shade  of  paint  to  improve  the  light  of  the  room.  Heating  and  ven- 
tilating systems  have  been  installed  in  three-fourths  of  our  rural 
schools  and  in  every  case  has  given  satisfaction. 

What  a  pity,  that  in  so  many  instances  when  the  school  was  lo- 
cated that  judgment  was  lacking  in  the  selection  of  the  school  site. 
In  many  cases  some  corner  or  ledge  that  could  not  be  farmed  _or  in 
other  ways  undesirable  was  selected,  no  consideration  being  given  to 
elevation,  to  drainage  or  natural  surroundings.  Many  of  our  grounds 
must  be  enlarged  and  graded,  that  the  children  may  have  playgrounds 
on  which  it  is  possible  to  play.  Each  school  ground  should  be  large 
enough  that  at  least  a  small  part  of  it  could  be  set  apart  for  the 
school  garden. 

Mr.  Winters,  the  forester  on  one  of  the  State  reserves  in  our 
county,  has  been  interesting  himself  in  the  planting  of  trees  on  some 
of  the  school  grounds  near  his  reserve.  He  has  given  a  number  of 
talks  to  the  different  schools  on  the  work  of  the  State,  in  reforesting 
the  State,  which  were  well  received  by  teachers  and  pupils. 

Mr.  Foster,  a  State  expert  under  the  Department  of  Zoology,  has 
been  in  most  of  the  schools,  illustrating  by  charts  the  enemies  to 
plant  life  in  our  State.  I  believe  the  purpose  of  the  State  along  this 
line  of  enlightenment  is  an  excellent  thing.  Pupils  are  interested 
and  they  take  this  interest  back  to  the  home. 

High  Schools. 

Lewisburg  made  some  extensive  changes  in  their  building  to  meet 
the  influx  of  a  large  number  of  new  pupils.  A  large  room  has  been 
set  apart  and  fully  equipped  as  the  laboratory  for  physical  and  chemi- 
cal experiments.    A  Victrola  was  secured  by  the  schools  of  the  town, 
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which  is  used  a  great  deal  in  the  German  classes,  with  excellent  re- 
sults It  became  necessary  after  the  term  had  opened  to  place  an- 
other teacher  in  the  high  school  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition. 

Mifflinburg  qualified  during  the  year  for  first  grade  high  school. 
Excellent  work  is  being  done  under  congested  conditions.  Larger 
class  rooms  are  needed. 

Lewis,  Hartley  and  Gregg  townships,  each  congratulate  themselves 
that  they  have  seen  the  vision  of  high  schools  and  their  possibilities, 
some  years  ago.  Classes  were  graduated  from  each  of  these  schools 
which  reflected  credit  on  the  work  that  was  done  during  the  year. 
The  new  course  as  outlined  by  the  Department  works  well  in  these 
schools. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Local  Institutes  were  held  in  Gregg,  White  Deer,  Buffalo  and  West 
Buffalo  townships.  Much  interest  was  manifest  in  these  meetings. 
The  local  institute  has  a  destinctive  work  to  perform  in  keeping  alive 
the  spark  of  educational  activity,  so  that  there  may  be  a  strong 
healthy  growth,  as  well  as  to  prepare  a  community  for  new  phases 
of  educational  work. 

Teachers'  Association  meetings  were  held  in  Lewisburg.  In  place 
of  having  a  stiff,  set  program,  the  meetings  were  conducted  with  the 
conference  idea  in  view  which  was  far  more  helpful. 

Our  County  Institute,  held  during  the  week  of  December  15  to  19 
iu  the  Mifflinburg  High  School  Auditorium,  proved  to  be  a  most  help- 
ful and  satisfactorv  one  to  the  teachers,  the  directors  and  the  great 
number  of  people  who  attended  the  sessions.  The  display  of  the 
work  done  in  the  schools  of  the  county  was  splendid  and  created  much 
comment.    The  instructors  and  entertainers  were  as  follows: 

Dr.  W.  T.  S.  Culp,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Prof.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Steelton,  Pa. 

Prof.  Francis  L.  Lyberger,  Mifflinburg,  Pa. 

Prof.  J.  G.  Pentz,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Prof.  P.  H.  Meyer,  Chorister,  Centre  Hall,  Pa. 

Miss  Elbina  Bender,  pianist,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 

Kev.  Dan  McGurk,  "The  Kid  Movement." 

Iroquois  Indian  Orchestra. 

Directors'  convention  was  held  in  Lewisburg  January  30th.  Dr. 
J.  George  Becht  gave  two  splendid  addresses  which  were  well  re- 
ceived by  the  directors. 

•    .  Examinations. 

Fifty-two  applicants  were  examined  for  provisional  certificates, 
all  but  three  received  certificates.     After  holding  provisional  certifi- 
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cates  for  three  years  and  showing  proficiency  in  teaching,  we  allow 
such  to  take  the  professional  examination.  I  have  found  rapid 
advancement  in  the  work  of  those  teachers  who  aspire  to  this  grade 
of  certificate.     They  are  especially  strong  on  the  reading  couise. 

Preliminary  examinations  were  held  in  each  school  of  the  county 
in  which  was  an  eighth  grade.  The  questions  were  sent  to  the  teacher, 
who  held  the  examination  and  returned  all  papers  to  this  office,  to- 
gether with  the  grades  of  the  pupils  throughout  the  year.  Those 
who  made  a  certain  grade  were  permitted  to  enter  the  central  ex- 
amination. Great  interest  has  been  shown  in  these  examinations 
by  both  pupils  and  parents.  Ninety-six  pupils  passed  this  exami- 
nation and  were  granted  high  school  entrance  certificates.  The 
greater  number  of  these  will  enter  some  high  school  and  I  am  quite 
sure  they  will  make  splendid  records  for  themselves. 

Graduating  exercises  were  held  in  Kelly,  White  Deer  and  Buffalo 
townships  before  large  audiences. 

Bucknell  University  has  had  another  very  successful  year.  Large 
classes  were  graduated  from  all  of  her  departments.  The  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  presidency  of  Dr.  John  Harris  was  observed 
during  commencement  week  which  indeed  was  a  most  enjoyable  oc- 
casion. 

Many  thanks  are  here  offered  to  the  directors  of  the  county  for 
their  continued  support  shown  by  a  unanimous  re-election  and  a  lib- 
eral raise  in  my  salary ;  to  the  teachers  for  their  good  will  and  hearty 
co-operation;  to  the  pupils  for  their  courtesies;  to  the  county  press 
for  reports  of  our  educational  meetings,  to  all  who  in  any  way  mani- 
fest an  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  especially  to  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  for  its  official  favors. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  a  letter  from  this  office  was 
mailed  to  every  teacher  in  the  county  emphasizing  the  importance 
of  keeping  the  children  in  school  all  of  the  school  year,  explaining 
that  in  most  cases  that  good  attendance  or  poor  attendance  in  school 
should  go  to  the  credit  of  the  teacher,  and  asking  that  a  special  ef- 
fort be  made  to  make  the  attendance  better  this  year  than  it  had  been 
before.  This  letter  contained  also  the  following  paragraph:  "The 
parent  should  send  the  teacher  a  written  excuse  for  the  absence  or 
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the  tardiness  of  the  child.     This  is  the  only  safe  rule  to  follow  in 
this  matter  of  attendance.     When   the   teacher  detains  the  pupil 
after  the  regular  time  for  dismissing,  or  dismisses  the  pupil  before 
the  regular  time,  the  parent  should  have  a  brief  written  explanation 
for  the  irregularity.    For  the  safety  of  the  child,  this  is  just  as  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  the  teacher  as  it  is  on  the  part  of  the  parent. 
The  explanation  should  give  the  time  that  the  pupil  leaves  the  school 
for  home  and  should  be  sent  in  a  sealed  envelope.    The  parent  should 
see  that  the  child  gets  to  school  on  time  and  the  teacher  should  see 
that  the  pupil  leaves  school  for  home  on  time.     It  ought  not  to  be 
necessary  to  write  many  excuses,  either  on  the  part  of  the  parent 
or  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.     It  is  not  necessary  in  well  regulated 
homes  or  in  well  regulated  schools.    1  urge  that  every  teacher  in  this 
county  follow  this  suggestion.    I  enclose  a  few  blank  forms  for  your 
use  in  this  matter."    These  two  suggestions  are  in  a  large  measure 
responsible  for  a  better  attendance  than  we  have  had  in  the  county 
for  several  years  before  this  year.    These  suggestions  are  very  help- 
ful in  other"  matters  in  school  work  as  well  as  in  the  matter  of  at- 
tendance.   These  policies  are  the  most  effective  ones  that  have  been 
introduced  into  our  schools  for  a  long  time. 

There  were  405  pupils  that  took  the  eighth  grade  examination  this 
year.  Of  this  number  305  passed  the  examination  successfully.  They 
are  eligible  to  enter  high  school  next  year  and  nearly  all  of  them 
have  expressed  their  intention  of  taking  up  high  school  work. 

Three  of  our  high  schools  advanced  into  a  higher  grade  during  the 
year.  There  were  107  students  graduated  from  our  13  high  schools 
this  year.  The  policy  of  this  county  is  to  have  the  students  do  as 
much  of  their  own  work  as  is  possible,  even  in  their  commencement 
programs.  Accordingly  all  high  school  commencement  programs 
are  made  up  of  the  graduates  themselves.  This  plan  is  better  for  the 
students  than  for  them  to  sit  and  listen  to  one  of  the  "celebrities" 
give  an  oration.  This  plan  pleases  our  people  very  much.  Venango 
county's  commencement  exercises  are  commencement  exercises  of  the 
students,  by  the  students,  and  for  the  students. 

In  regard  to  teachers'  examinations,  Venango  county  has  a  plan 
that  some  other  counties  could  very  profitably  adopt.  Two  years 
ago  the  School  Directors'  Association  recommended  that  the  county 
superintendent  dispense  with  the  numerous  dates  and  places  for 
holding  teachers'  examinations  in  the  different  parts  of  the  county, 
and  hold  all  examinations  at  the  county  seat.  This  recommendation 
has  been  followed  for  two  years  and  with  excellent  results.  There 
is  one  examination  held  in  May,  one  in  June,  one  in  July,  and  one 
in  August.  This  new  plan  saves  us  almost  one  month's  time  during 
the  year. 
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Our  annual  school  directors'  convention  was  held  in  Franklin 
January  22  and  January  23,  1014.  The  program  as  usual  was  made 
up  almost  wholly  by  discussions  of  various  school  questions  by  mem- 
bers of  the  convention.  The  only  outside  help  was  furnished  by 
Deputy  State  Superintendent  R.  B.  Teitrick,  of  Harrisburg.  Super- 
intendent Teitrick's  work  was  very  helpful,  indeed. 

Our  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Franklin  December 
15-19,  1013.  Our  day  instructors  were'  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Sckaeffer,  Har- 
risburg, Pa. ;  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  Lansing,  Mich. ;  Dr.  J.  C.  Wil- 
lis, Lexington,  Ky.;  Superintendent  N.  P.  Kinsley,  Franklin,  Pa., 
and  Prof.  David  Ross,  Toronto,  Canada.  The  evening  attractions 
were:  Rogers  and  Grilley,  Benjamin  Chapin,  Dr.  Newell  Dwight 
Hillis.  The  Gamble  Concert  Company  failed  to  keep  its  engagement 
with  us  for  Thursday  evening.  We  expected  them  until  the  time  for 
the  entertainment  and  then  was  compelled  to  arrange  an  impromptu 
program  for  our  crowded  institute  hall.  Miss  Katherine  E.  Grif- 
fin, Franklin,  Pa.,  who  is  head  of  the  Department  of  Oratory  in  Grove 
City  College,  entertained  the  institute  for  more  than  an  hour  with 
some  of  her  delightful  readings.  Miss  Griffin  was  assisted  in  this 
program  by  some  excellent  music  furnished  by  Prof.  Ross,  director 
of  our  institute  music. 

On  account  of  the  good  teachers,  the  earnest  directors,  and  the 
helpful  and  efficient  co-operation  of  all  the  school  factors  in  this 
county,  I  am  able  to  report  for  Venango  county  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful school  years  in  its  history. 


WARREN  COUNTY— C.   S.  Knapp. 


It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  real  progressive  attitude  toward 
public  school  work  on  the  part  of  teachers,  directors  and  citizens 
has  taken  a  permanent  place  in  Warren  county.  The  number  of  Par- 
ent-Teacher Associations  has  more  than  doubled  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  directors  and  parents  are  making  more  personal  visits 
to  the  schools  than  ever  before,  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  has 
increased. 

We  believe  our  teachers  are  becoming  more  efficient  if  higher  grade 
certificates  is  a  proof  of  efficiency.  We  had  more  normal  graduates 
teaching  in  our  schools  last  year  than  ever  before.  The  number  of 
college  graduates  increased,  while  we  had  but  57  teaching  on  a  pro- 


No.  6.  WARREN   COUNTY.  161 

visional  certificates,  all  but  three  of  these  being  graduates  of  Jiigh 
schools. 

High  Schools. 

All  of  our  high  schools  succeed  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
State  Department.  Several  increased  the  course  from  two  to  three 
years,  while  Sugar  Grove  township  and  Conewango  township  in- 
creased their  course  from  three  to  four  years,  in  each  case  employing 
another  teacher  for  high  school  work.  Conewango  township  is  now 
occupying  a  new  $25,000  building  located  at  North  Warren.  Shef- 
field has  increased  its  high  school  force  in  the  past  six  years 
from  two  to  six,  all  of  whom  are  college  graduates.  Clarendon  bor- 
ough, Tidioute  and  Youngsville  have  added  considerable  apparatus 
to  "their  physics  and  chemistry  departments,  thus  making  their  work 
much  more  efficient.  All  high  schools  should  be  in  good  shape  for  the 
coming  year  as  a  splendid  corps  of  teachers  has  been  secured,  and 
the  150  eighth  grade  graduates  this  year  passed  with  higher  grades 
than  ever  before.  Few  of  our  high  schools  now  allow  pupils  to  enter 
with  more  than  one  full  condition. 

Teachers'  Institute. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  the  week  of  August  25,  26,  27,  28 
and  29.  The  enrollment  was  the  highest  we  ever  had,  there  being  no 
unexcused  absences.  The  day  instructors  were:  Alfred  Thompson, 
Brockport,  N.  Y.;  S.  R.  Shear,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.;  Frank  Baker, 
Fdinboro,  Pa.,  and  A.  J.  Mooney,  Warren,  Pa.  The  evening  numbers 
were  satisfactory  as  a  whole.  They  were:  Margaret  Stahl,  in  "Strong- 
heart,"  The  Orpheans  Male  Quartette,  and  the  Suwanee  River  Male 
Quartette.  The  latter  was  not  of  a  very  high  standard,  but  the  first 
two  were  very  good. 

Directors'  Convention. 

We  pride  ourselves  in  the  interest  shown  by  directors  in  our  an- 
nual directors'  convention.  It  was  held  January  20  and  21.  Having 
the  convention  at  that  date  gave  the  directors  who  took  their  seats  in 
December  an  opportunity  to  get  filled  with  enthusiasm  at  the  be- 
ginning of  their  term.  The  attendance  was  large  and  much  benefit 
was  derived  by  all  in  attendance.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  discussed 
the  following  subjects  in  his  able  manner:  "The  State's  Best  Asset," 
"Director,  Parent,  Teacher"  and  "The  School  Code."  The  report  of 
delegates  to  State  convention  was  read  by  Crawford  Brundage,  of 
Spring  Creek  township.  It  was  a  comprehensive  report  and  showed 
that  much  good  can  be  derived  by  having  representatives  at  these 
11—6—1914 
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conventions.  Mr.  C.  A.  Clark,  of  Pine  Grove  township,  gave  a  very- 
interesting  talk  on  Director,  Teacher  and  Parent  meetings.  The 
subject  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Hellem,  of  South  West 
township;  Rev.  A.  S.  Pearson,  of  Sheffield  township,  and  C.  E.  Ru- 
land,  of  Conewango  township. 

Mrs.  Willis  Cowan,  Regent  Warren  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  gave  a  very 
enthusiastic  talk  on  "Patriotic  Education."  The  directors  passed 
a  resolution  to  have  a  copy  of  the  "Code  of  the  Flag"  posted  in  every 
school  in  the  county,  with  instructions  to  the  teachers  that  the  Code 
of  the  Flag  should  be  taught  to  all  pupils  above  the  fifth  grade.  H. 
H.  Keller  of  Pine  Grove  township,  gave  a  talk  on  "Further  Results 
of  Medical  Inspection."  Rev.  H.  K.  Miller,  Pittsfield  township ;  Peter 
Olson,  Pleasant  township,  and  J.  A.  Rose,  Elk  township,  were  elected 
delegates  to  the  State  convention. 

Valuable  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  press  of  the  county,  by 
directors,  principals,  and  teachers,  and  by  the  State  Department  of 
rublic  Instruction.  To  all  of  these  I  extend  my  thanks,  assuring 
them  that  my  efforts  will  be  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  schools 
under  my  jurisdiction  and  to  assist  the  cause  of  education  in  what- 
ever way  I  may  be  able. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— L.  R.  Crumrine. 


Superintendent's  Annual  Report. 

The  school  year  covered  by  this  report  has  been  one  characterized 
by  tic  <  o-operation  of  all  the  school  forces  of  the  county.  Notable 
among  the  results  of  this  unity  of  interest  and  effort  are  the  demands 
on  the  part  of  the  people  for  efficient  instructors,  for  better  school 
buildings  and  equipment,  a  desire  on  the  part  of  directors  to  secure 
the  best  teaching  talent  available,  a  commendable  ambition  among 
the  teachers  to  equip  themselves  for  successful  work,  more  districts 
maintaining  an  eight-months  term,  and  more  money  expended  for 
school  purposes  than  in  former  years.  These  are  indications  of  pro- 
gress along  educational  lines. 

Teachers  and  Directors. 

Our  teachers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  have  been  faithful  and  earn- 
est in  their  work  during  the  year  and  deserve  the  hearty  commenda- 
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tion  of  every  friend  of  public  education.  They  are  making  efforts  to 
improve  along  professional  lines.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
applying  for  certificates  last  year  were  in  attendance  at  some  normal 
school  or  college  during  the  summer.  The  directors  to  a  considerable 
extent  have  stimulated  this  zeal  of  the  teachers  by  recognizing  their 
efforts  in  increased  salary,  or  in  the  graduation  of  salaries.  In  some 
cases,  what  were  formerly  backward  districts  are  now  demanding  the 
best  qualified  teachers  available  for  the  salary  offered.  A  good 
teacher  is  the  most  important  factor  in  the  making  of  a  good  school, 
3nd  unity  of  effort  in  securing  the  best  teachers  will  ultimately  result 
in  bringing  the  work  in  all  schools  up  to  a  high  standard.  One  of  our 
greatest  misfortunes,  so  far  as  the  teachers  are  concerned,  is  still  the 
absence  of  a  reasonable  permanency  in  office.  It  is  unfortunately 
true  that  the  experienced  teacher's  value  to  the  small  school,  which 
arises  from  a  mutual  knowledge  of  teacher  and  pupils,  is  riot  appre- 
ciated to  an  extent  commensurate  with  its  importance. 

Supervision. 

Our  larger  borough  schools  and  three  of  the  townships  have  had 
close  and  efficient  supervision  for  years,  and  appreciate  the  value  of 
it.  Last  year  we  urged  other  districts  to  provide  for  such  supervi- 
sion, thus  making  up  in  part  the  loss  that  the  Code  failed  to  supply. 
At  the  present  time  we  have  eight  rural  districts,  the  largest  number 
in  the  history  of  the  county,  provided  with  local  supervision. 

We  recommend  the  school  boards  that  have  made  this  provision 
possible,  and  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  other  rural  districts 
will  reap  the  benefits  to  be  obtained  from  expert  supervision  and  in 
this  manner  enhance  the  efficiency  of  their  school  work. 

Agriculture. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  making  an  effort  to  awaken 
an  interest  in  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  our  county,  and  we  feel 
the  time  is  ripe  for  its  introduction.  The  subject  was  taught  as  a 
regular  study  in  some  of  the  rural  districts  of  the  county,  and  pupils 
were  encouraged  to  apply  the  information  received  to  work  on  the 
farm  In  farm  communities,  the  most  vital  interest  is,  undoubtedly, 
in  agriculture.  Give  to  the  rural  schools  an  increasing  agricultural 
trend  and  we  shall  soon  be  in  a  fair  way  to  solve  the  rural  school  prob- 
lem There  is  such  an  abundance  of  literature  available,  and  so 
much  material  for  practical  work  may  be  obtained  with  little  or  no 
cost  that  any  teacher  who  has  an  interest  in  the  subject  and  is  willing 
to  work  can  connect  the  school  work  with  real  life  and  make  the 
value  and  need  of  schooling  the  more  apparent. 
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To  the  Scenery  Hill  liigh  school  is  given  the  credit  for  organizing 
the  first  corn  club  in  the  county.  That  the  twenty  members  com- 
posing this  club  are  interested  in  the  work  was  clearly  demonstrated 
in  their  first  corn  exhibit  held  this  fall. 

In  order  to  stimulate  the  work  along  this  line,  plans  are  under 
way  to  have  corn  clubs  organized  in  a  number  of  schools  in  the  county 
this  year.  After  the  organization  is  effected,  probably  the  first  work 
to  receive  attention  will  be  seed  testing.  After  the  growing  season 
and  gathering  of  crops,  a  general  exhibit  will  be  held  at  the  county 
seat  at  which  time  prizes  will  be  awarded.  Details  of  the  plan  will 
be  published  later. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 

In  the- two  districts,  East  Washington  and  Ellsworth,  the  work  in 
domestic  science  and  manual  training  is  continued  with  unabated 
interest.  The  popularity  of  these  subjects  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact 
that  results  are  more  tangible  and  visible.  The  practical  side  of  the 
work  in  the  domestic  science  kitchen  at  Ellsworth  was  clearly  demon- 
strated recently  when  this  department  was  called  upon  to  furnish 
lunch  for  over  a  thousand  people.  The  writer  can  testify  that  the 
task  was  most  successfully  accomplished. 

The  greatest  benefit  that  the  work  in  both  manual  training  and 
domestic  science  has  brought  to  these  schools  is  the  increased  interest 
and  enthusiasm  created  in  the  schools  through  these  departments,  and 
the  increased  efficiency  to  all  the  work  of  these  schools. 

High  Schools. 

The  high  schools  in  point  of  attendance,  organization,  efficiency  and 
influence  for  good,  have  made  progress  and  are  filling  an  ever  en- 
larging sphere  of  usefulness  in  their  several  districts.  A  new  high 
school  was  established  at  California  with  a  four-year  course  in  opera- 
tion. The  opening  of  a  new  grammar  school  in  this  borough  made 
it  possible  to  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  Code  relating 
thereto.  Hopewell,  Peters  and  Mt.  Pleasant  each  elected  an  addi- 
tional teacher. 

The  sentiment  in  favor  of  secondary  education  continues  to  grow 
and  we  feel  confident  by  the  beginning  of  next  year  another  high 
school  will  be  established. 

Penmanship. 

The  subject  of  penmanship  is  receiving  more  attention  than  in  for- 
mer years.     While  a  number  of  the  boroughs  have  employed  special 
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supervisors  of  writing  for  several  years  past,  not  until  last  year  did 
any  of  the  townships  give  this  important  subject  the  consideration 
it  deserves  Carroll  and  Cecil  township  have  employed  special  su- 
pervisors of  writing  this  year  and,  considering  the  time  the  plan 
has  been  in  operation,  are  securing  results  that  are  equal  to  the  best 
in  borough  schools.  We  highly  commend  the  action  of  these  boards, 
and  hope  that  other  districts  will  give  more  attention  to  this  neg- 
lected subject. 

Certificates  of  Award. 
More  than  one  thousand  pupils  received  certificates  of  award  last 
year  for  regular  and  punctual  attendance,  a  record  that  shows  an 
increase  of  more  than  one  hundred  over  the  preceding  year.  In 
order  to  attain  the  best  results  in  school  work,  regularity  of  at- 
tendance is  nest  in  importance  to  the  good  teacher. 

School  Gardens. 
Not  many  districts  have  taken  any  interest  in  this  particular 
phase  of  school  work.  Too  many  districts  think  they  have  discharged 
their  whole  duty  when  they  give  academic  opportunities  to  their 
children  The  materials  for  training  exist  every  where  and  some 
of  the  best  are  not  found  in  books.  The  teacher  who  instills  a  de- 
sire in  her  boys  and  girls  to  become  partners  with  nature  is  doing  a 
good  work.     Such  a  partnership  pays  big  dividends,  such  a  teacher 

earns  her  salary.  _  .     . 

The  following  taken  from  the  report  of  the  supervising  principal 
of  East  Washington  school,  will  indicate  to  some  extent  what  is 
possible  along  this  line; 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  have  no  plot  of  ground  belong- 
ing to  East  Washington  school  which  can  be  used  for  a  garden,  we 
nevertheless  planned  to  introduce  gardening  into  our  schools. 

Early  in  March  we  began,  in  our  morning  exercises,  to  stimulate 
the  children's  interest  in  our-door  life,  and  to  awaken  in  each  indi- 
vidual the  desire  to  possess  a  little  spot  of  his  own  where  he  might 
care  for  flowers  and  vegetables.     The  seeds  for  these  little  home 
gardens  were  purchased  by  the  children  themselves  for  a  penny  per 
pack.     We  secured  also  a  liberal  supply  of  seeds  from  the  govern- 
ment. ,ni  r. 
Great  care  was  exercised  in  the  selection  of  seeds  and  only  such 
varieties  as  were  suited  to  the  age  and  experience  of  the  children 
were  allowed  to  be  purchased  or  given  out.     Much  preliminary  work 
was  done  at  this  time.     The  children  were  instructed  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  soil,  depth  of  planting,  space  required,  varieties  that  bear 
transplanting,  etc. 
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*  When  the  indoor  plants  were  sufficiently  large,  they  were  removed 
from  the  boxes,  divided  among  the  pupils  and  transplanted  into  their 
home  gardens. 

The  parents  became  interested  and  during  the  summer  vacation 
the  work  was  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  parents  alone. 

The  third  week  in  September  a  garden  exhibit  was  held  in  the 
school  house,  each  child  bringing  samples  of  his  flowers  and  vege- 
tables. The  display  proved  so  far  beyond  our  expectations  that 
the  house  was  kept  open  until  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  was 
visited  by  the  entire  community. 

In  closing  we  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
teachers,  directors,  and  patrons,  and,  the  valued  aid  of  the  public 
pi  ess  and  the  generous  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. 


WAYNE   COUNTY— J.    J.   Koehler. 


Nothing  unusual  in  our  educational  field  can  be  noted  during  the 
past  school  year  but  fair  progress  has  been  made. 

The  school  directors  have  made  a  conscientious  effort  to  improve 
conditions,  to  create  better  school  facilities  and  to  secure  the  best 
teachers  available. 

The  number  of  college  and  State  normal  school  graduates  is 
steadily  increasing  among  our  corps  of  teachers  and  a  correspond- 
ing decrease  in  provisional  teachers  is  taking  place.  The  teachers 
with  few  exceptions,  have  done  conscientious  work,  and  the  patrons 
have  generously  co-operated  with  the  other  factors  of  the  public 
schools  to  advance  the  cause  of  education. 

Continued  enthusiasm  is  manifested  in  the  county  spelling  contest, 
our  county  spelling  committee  published  a  booklet,  containing  1,800 
practical  words,  during  August.  The  booklets  were  sent  to  every 
school  in  the  county  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  and  a  thor- 
ough study  of  those  words  was  made  by  the  pupils  of  grades  six, 
seven  and  eight.  A  district  diploma  was  issued  to  the  best  speller 
in  each  school  district.  A  county  contest  was  held  in  connection 
with  the  County  Institute  and  county  spelling  diplomas  were  pre- 
sented  to  Hie  winners,  the  presentation  speech  being  made  by  M.  J. 
Hani  on,  Esq.,  Honesdale,  Pa. 
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Five  contestants  in  the  oral  contest  spelled  the  1,800  words  with- 
out an  error  and  three  contestants  handed  in  perfect  papers  in  the 
written  contest.  The  prizes  awarded  were  sets  of  Carpenter's  Indus- 
trial Readers  and  Webster's  dictionaries.  A  small  admission  was 
charged  to  defray  expenses. 

A  large  audience  greeted  the  contestants  of  the  high  school  lit- 
terary  contest  on  the  Monday  evening  of  the  County  Institute.  The 
contest  consisted  of  a  declamation  by  the  male  contestants  and  a 
recitation  by  the  female  contestants. 

A  School  Boys'  Poultry  Club  was  organized  last  March  with  a 
membership  of  seventy-five  (75)  boys  and  is  now  flourishing  beyond 
expectations.  The  members  represent  twenty-three  (23)  of  our 
thirty  (30)  school  districts.  Poultry  literature  is  distributed  at 
regular  intervals  among  the  boys  and  a  series  of  correspondence  is 
carried  on  between  the  county  committee  in  charge  and  the  members 
of  the  club.  The  members  will  exhibit  the  results  of  their  efforts 
at  the  Wayne  county  fair  to  be  held  in  October.  A  number  of  sub- 
stantial prizes  will  be  awarded. 

Three  of  the  townships  extended  the  school  term  to  eight  months. 
In  October  the  directors  of  Berlin  township  completed  their  beauti- 
ful three-room  school  building  at  Beachlake  at  a  cost  of  eleven 
thousand  dollars  ($11,000).  This  building  accommodates  the  pu- 
pils of  five  former  rural  one-room  schools  which  Were  accordingly 
abandoned.  It  is  a  one-story  structure  with  a  fine  basement,  and  a 
directors'    room,    and   contains   a   modern   heating   and    ventilating 

system. 

The  borough  of  Starrucca  remodeled  the  graded  school  building 
and  partially  consolidated  the  schools  of  the  district.  The  taxpayers 
of  Prompton  voted  to  erect  a  graded  school  building  and  consolidate 
the  schools  of  the  district.  A  large  number  of  the  rural  school  build- 
ings were  renovated.  Modern  heating  and  ventilating  systems  are 
being  installed  in  many  of  our  rural  school  buildings.  We  have  one 
hundred  fifty-six  (156)  rural  one-room  schools  in  the  county.  The 
schools  raised  nine  hundred  eighty-six  dollars  ninety-eight  cents, 
($986.98)  by  entertainments  and  socials  to  buy  pictures,  library 
books,  etc.  for  their  respective  schools. 

The  high  schools  of  Lake,  Preston,  Hawley,  Honesdale  and  Way- 
mart  each  added  an  extra  teacher  during  the  school  year.  The  entire 
enrollment  in  our  fifteen  high  schools  was  five  hundred  ninety-seven 
(597).  The  total  number  of  graduates  was  one  hundred  thirteen 
(113).  The  Department  of  Agriculture  connected  with  the  Hones- 
dale  high  school  has  an  enrollment  of  twenty-nine  (29)  boys.  The 
work  has  been  satisfactory  in  every  respect.  The  project  work  of  the 
boys  is  showing  excellent  results.  The  graduating  class  of  Hawley 
made  a  commencement  trip  to  Washington,  D.  C. 
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The  teachers'  reading  course  consisted  of  Tennyson's  "Idylls  of  the 
King,"  Colgrove's  "The  Teacher  and  the  School,"  Sabin's  "Common 
Sense  Didactics"  and  Schimmell's  "History  of  Pennsylvania."  In 
several  school  districts  teachers'  meetings  were  held  to  make  a  syste- 
matic study  of  these  texts.  These  books  formed  the  basis  of  much  of 
the  work  at  our  district  institutes. 

Of  the  two  hundred  forty-nine  (249)  teachers  employed,  two  hun- 
dred (200)  are  ladies  and  forty-nine  (49)  gentlemen;  fifteen  (15)  are 
college  graduates,  eighty-one  (81)  are  State  normal  school  graduates, 
twenty-four  (24)  hold  county  permanent  certificates,  one  (1)  holds 
a  special  music  certificate  and  eighty-six  (86)  hold  provisional  cer- 
tificates. Fifty  (50)  of  the  whole  number  of  teachers  had  no  pre- 
vious experience. 

Approximately  two  hundred  (200)  eighth  grade  pupils  took  the 
common  school  examinations  and  one  hundred  nineteen  (119)  of  these 
applicants  were  granted  common  school  diplomas. 

Two  hundred  eighty-six  (286)  visits  to  schools  were  made  by  the 
county  superintendent  and  twenty-five  (25)  educational  meetings 
were  either  conducted  or  attended  by  him. 

There  were  one  hundred  fifty-five  (155)  applicants  for  regular 
teachers'  certificates,  of  whom  fifteen  (15)  were  granted  professional 
certificates,  one  hundred  three  (103)  were  granted  provisional  cer- 
tificates and  thirty-seven  (37)  were  rejected.  Nearly  all  of  the  ap- 
plicants for  teachers'  certificates  are  high  school  graduates. 

Eleven  district  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  besides  a  large 
number  of  extra  local  teachers'  meetings.  The  attendance  of  teach- 
ers at  those  meetings  was  very  good.  Teachers'  training  classes 
were  conducted  at  Ariel,  Honesdale  and  Lakewood. 

December  19th  and  February  14th  were  observed  as  Patrons'  days. 
Special  programs  were  prepared  and  rendered  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  and  the  patrons  were  invited  to  attend.  School  work  of 
various  kinds  was  displayed  for  inspection.  Small  rural  schools  in 
adjoining  districts  were  recommended  to  join  in  rendering  special 
programs. 

The  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  at  Honesdale  beginning 
November  10th.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Prof.  F. 
A.  Barbour,  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins,  and  Hon.  Frederick  Dale  Wood, 
special  day  lecturer.  The  subjects  for  discussion  were  general  peda- 
gogy, school  management,  English  literature  and  English  composi- 
tion. The  work  was  practical  and  effective.  The  attendance  of 
teachers  was  almost  perfect.  The  sessions  were  well  attended-  by 
the  public.  The  teachers  showed  a  wholesome  desire  to  profit  by 
the  instruction  and  improve  their  schools  with  the  helpful  suggestions 
given.  The  evening  numbers  were  as  follows:  Monday,  High  School 
Literary  Contest;  Tuesday,  "Character  Studies  from  Life,"  by  John 
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B,  Ratto,  inpersonator  and  humorist;  Wednesday,  "Instrumental  and 
Vocal  Music  and  Readings,"  by  the  Mauier  Sisters'  Quartette;  Thurs- 
day, "A  Sample  Case  of  Humor,"  by  Strickland  W.  Gillilan.  The 
institute  was  a  splendid  success. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Directors'  Association  was  held 
Thursday  and  Friday,  November  13th  and  14th.  The  directors  and 
teachers  met  in  joint  sessions  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening,  but 
held  separate  sessions  on  Friday  morning.  One  hundred  seven  (107) 
directors  were  present.  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson  gave  a  fine  discussion  on 
"The  Director's  Dominant  Duty."  Supt.  Eli  M.  Rapp  of  Berks 
county  gave  a  very  effective  discussion  on  the  Rural  School  problems. 
Supt.  Rapp's  long  experience  in  rural  school  supervision  and  his 
thorough  study  of  this  subject  makes  him  a  valuable  speaker  in  di- 
rectors' conventions.  He  ought  to  be  heard  in  every  directors' 
convention  in  our  State.  J.  J.  Peruana,  delegate  to  the  State  Direct- 
ors' Convention,  read  a  good  report  of  its  work.  The  Directors' 
Convention  adjourned  with  an  earnest  desire  to  better  our  school 

conditions. 

The  County  Teachers'  Association  held  its  semi-annual  meeting 
at  Lakewood  and  Beachlake,  October  3rd  and  4th  and  May  8th  and 
9th.  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  of  Millersville  delivered  two  excellent 
lectures  at  the  former  meeting  and  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert  of  Blooms- 
burg  gave  two  instructive  and  practical  lectures  at  the  latter  meet- 
ing.    Both  sessions  were  well  attended. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  prompt  and  effective  assistance  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  school 
work  and  to  express  our  gratitude  to  all  friends  of  education  who 
are  so  nobly  supporting  our  public  schools. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— Robert  C.  Shaw. 


In  submitting  our  ninth  annual  report  we  feel  that  there  is  noth- 
ing out  of  the  ordinary  to  report.  We  are  satisfied  that  educational 
interest  and  enthusiasm  are  growing  in  our  county.  The  country 
schools  are  making  especially  rapid  progress. 

The  school  boards  in  our  rural  districts  certainly  were  never  before 
so  interested  in  their  schools  and  so  progressive  in  making  condi- 
tions better. 
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All  our  large  townships  now  have  local  supervision,  except  one 
and  this  one  will  employ  a  local  supervisor  for  the  coming  year.  Re- 
markable progress  has  been  made  in  these  closely  supervised  dis- 
tricts. 

We  wish  to  speak  more  particularly  of  what  we  consider  a  weak- 
ness in  our  school  system,  or  in  the  results  obtained  in  our  schools. 
What  we  report  of  the  work  in  our  county  along  this  line  is 
equally  true  of  all  the  counties  throughout  the  State.  In  fact  we  find 
from  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  1913, 
that  our  county  stands  second  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  high  school 
2,884  pupils — an  increase  of  153  over  the  previous  year. 

We  had  in  our  public  schools  during  the  year  closing  July  1,  1913 
about  (48,000)  forty-eight  thousand  pupils.  Out  of  this  number  only 
four  hundred  (400)  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  schools  of  the 
county,  or  less  than  one  per  cent,  completed  the  public  school  course. 
This  is  a  tremendous  waste.  A  perfect  report  would  show  a  high 
school  enrollment  of  sixteen  thousand  or  over  in  our  high  schools. 

Our  problem  for  the  future  will  be  to  find  out  why  our  boys  and 
girls  are  leaving  school  and  to  find  a  way  to  attract  them  to  the  school 
and  hold  them  there.  It  would  seem  that  a  concerted  effort  on  the  part 
of  those  interested  in  the  schools  should  be  made  to  remedy  this  ex- 
tremely bad  condition. 

Knowing  the  value  of  a  high  school  education  to  the  individual  and 
through  him  to  the  State,  we  know  of  no  field  where  greater  returns 
can  be  obtained  than  by  correcting  this  defect  in  our  public  school 
system. 

From  a  standpoint  of  educational  meetings,  increasing  interest  is 
shown  from  year  to  year.  We  have  a  system  of  organizations  which 
touches  the  work  of  every  teacher  in  the  county.  These  are  doing 
splendid  work. 

We  had  in  our  county  institute,  Dr.  Earl  Barnes,  of  Philadelphia, 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer  of  Harrisburg,  Dr.  Ell  wood  C.  Perisho  of  Vermil- 
lion, South  Dakota,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Antioch  College,  Ohio,  Dr.  Richard 
E.  Lee  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  Principal  W.  S.  Hertzog  of  the  California 
State  Normal  School,  Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton  of  Allegheny  County 
and  Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell  of  Pittsburgh.  With  this  corps  of 
instructors,  it  is  not  necessary  to  add  that  we  had  a  successful  in- 
stitute. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  held  December  18-19,  was  very  well  at- 
tended and  was  most  interesting  and  helpful. 

The  Westmoreland  County  Teachers'  Association  held  four  meet- 
ings in  different  places  throughout  the  county.  We  had  an  enroll- 
ment of  six  hundred  eighteen  (618)  teachers.  The  last  meeting  closed 
with  a  banquet  attended  by  about  one  hundred  seventy  (170)  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  association.     During  the  coming  year  de- 
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partmeut  work  will  be  done  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  association, 
thus  bringing  the  work  close  to  all  the  teachers. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson,  Pittsburgh;  Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  Pittsburgh; 
Supt.  James  F.  Chapman,  Indiana;  Assistant  Superintendent  Orton 
Lowe,  of  Allegheny  County;  Mr.  J.  L.  Randall,  Pittsburgh;  Supt. 
Landis  Tanger,  Homestead,  and  a  large  number  of  our  own  teachers 
and  supervisors  assisted  in  instructing  the  young  teachers  of  the 
county  in  our  annual  school  of  methods.  We  believe  that  the 
school  of  methods  is  doing  more  for  our  young  teachers  than  any 
other  factor  in  their  preparation.  We  see  evidences  of  good  results 
almost  constantly.  We  would  recommend  this  form  of  training  to 
other  superintendents. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  our  Township  Principals'  Asso- 
ciation which  meets  monthly  in  Greensburg.  Through  these  meet- 
ings we  have  been  able  to  unify  the  work  of  the  rural  schools.  All 
these  districts  having  local  supervision,  embracing  five  hundred 
twenty  (520)  schools,  are  using  the  same  course  of  study,  the  same 
form  of  report  card,  and  the  same  form  of  report  to  school  boards 
and  county  superintendent.  In  this  way  we  have  been  able  to  stand- 
ardize the  rural  school  to  a  high  degree. 

Eight  hundred  sixty-seven  teachers  of  our  county  enrolled  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association.  Many  of  these  at- 
tended the  meeting  held  in  Pittsburgh,  December  30,  31,  January  1. 
From  the  above  it  may  be  seen  that  our  teachers  are  wide  awake  to 
the  highest  interests  of  their  work.  The  professional  spirit  could 
hardly  be  better.  We  believe  that  there  is  nothing  that  foretells 
the  future  condition  of  our  schools  more  accurately  than  this  activity 
among  our  teachers. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


The  closing  year  leaves  signs  of  progress  and  marked  achievement 

in  our  schools. 

However  reluctant  one  may  be  to  acknowledge  the  fact,  it  is  none 
the  less  certain  that  the  task  of  trying  to  educate  everybody,  has 
proved  to  be  far  more  difficult  than  the  originators  of  the  idea  of 
such  a  possibility  thought  it  would  be  when  they  set  out  upon  the 
undertaking. 
12 
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Our  government,  conceived  in  liberty  and  purchased  with  blood, 
can  be  preserved  only  by  constant  vigilance.  May  we  guard  it  as 
our  children's  greatest  legacy  for,  "What  shall  it  profit  our  nation  if 
it  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  the  spirit  that  prizes  liberty  as 
the  heritage  of  all  men  in  all  lands  everywhere?" 


Correlation  of  Rural  School  and  Farm. 

Each  branch  of  study  in  our  school  course  should  carry  over  into 
every  branch  some  disciplinary  effect  upon  the  student.  To  be  meth- 
odical and  thorough  in  one  course,  if  properly  supervised  by  the 
teacher,  begets  to  some  degree  the  same  tendencies  in  other  courses. 

We  have  devised  the  following  plan  whereby  the  school  may  have 
some  influence  upon  the  pupils  during  the  summer  vacation.  The 
county  is  almost  entirely  agricultural,  and  her  communities  as  such, 
are  receptive  to  a  larger  interest  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  affairs 
of  the  farm. 

Agriculture  is  taught  in  our  schools  and  the  best  practices  in 
the  various  phases  of  farming  are  discussed,  but  all  this  must  be 
followed  up  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  by  a  contact  of  facts 
obtained  in  class  with  actual  plan,  and  animal  husbandry  on  the 
farm. 

This  plan  of  correlation  has  been  put  into  effect  by  way  of  prelimi- 
nary steps,  taken  last  fall,  toward  an  annual  school  exhibit  in  the 
autumn  of  1914.  A  letter  was  prepared  for  distribution  to  pupils  and 
patrons  announcing  a  list  of  entries,  one  or  more  of  which  should 
interest  every  boy  and  girl  in  the  county.  While  these  entries  are 
largely  utilitarian  in  nature,  we  have  not  omitted  the  aesthetic  ele- 
ment as  the  country  home  above  is  not  to  be  made  up  entirely  of 
corn  fields.  The  flower  garden  deserves  a  rich  corner  of  the  farm- 
stead. Agricultural  education  in  Pennsylvania  is  liable  to  swing 
too  far  from  the  flowers  which  endear  the  old  home  on  the  farm  to  the 
boy  and  the  girl. 

Prizes  ranging  from  f  10.00  to  a  year's  subscription  of  the  Youth's 
Companion  are  offered  by  The  Wyoming  County  Fair  Association. 

The  exhibit  will  be  in  connection  with  the  Annual  County  Fair  to 
be  held  September  15-16-17-18,  1914,  at  Tunkhannock.  Into  every 
home  in  the  county  from  which  a  child  attends  school,  has  been 
sent  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

The  work  of  the  teachers  was  not  finished  in  the  distribution  of 
this  letter.  They  were  urged  to  enlist  pledges  of  their  pupils  to 
make  the  effort  to  raise  good  corn,  choice  garden  truck,  to  care  for 
good  grade  poultry,  or  to  do  something  in  domestic  arts  that  will 
show  skill  and  that  these  products  may  be  exhibited  next  fall. 
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The  matter  of  pride  and  satisfaction  in  one's  handiwork  is  made 
the  guiding  element  in  this  work.  The  patrons  should  offer  their 
co-operation  and  the  plan  seems  assured  of  success.  Thus,  in  a  meas- 
ure at  least,  we  think  the  rural  school  can  in  a  new  and  worthy 
way  be  carried  over  to  the  farm. 

School  Attendance. 

The  attendance  was  interfered  with  by  one  of  the  most  disastrous 
snow  storms  ever  witnessed  by  most  of  the  people.  The  country 
roads  were  in  some  places  impassable  for  several  days  at  a  time, 
during  different  periods.  When  opened,  the  roads  were  quickly  re- 
filled by  the  drifting  snows.  In  Monroe  township  occurred  an  epi- 
demic of  measles  among  pupils  and  teachers.  Some  of  her  schools 
were  closed  nearly  six  weeks.  While,  generally,  the  compulsory 
attendance  law  has  been  enforced,  and  in  some  places  very  rigidly 
so,  yet  there  are  a  few  districts  where  more  vigilance  is  necessary  in 
seeing  that  children  are  kept  in  school;  and,  if  necessary,  fines  should 
be  imposed.  About  two  hundred  pupils  attended  school  every  day 
during  the  term  without  being  tardy.  These  were  given  certificates 
of  attendance. 

Central  and  Final  Examinations. 

Eighth  grade  central  and  final  examinations  were  held  for  the  dis- 
tricts having  no  high  school.  Pupils  who  made  the  required  grades 
were  granted  diplomas  showing  they  had  completed  the  common 
school  branches.  Forty-nine  of  these  diplomas  were  granted.  Most 
of  these  persons  will  enter  high  school. 

High  Schools. 

We  had  in  operation  eight  high  schools— five  in  the  boroughs  and 
three  in  townships.  Laceyville  borough  will  have  a  first  class  high 
school.  On  May  11,  the  board  not  only  increased  the  school  term  to 
nine  months  for  next  year/ but  also  added  another  teacher  to  next 
/year's  faculty.  In  taking  this  advance  step,  provision  was  also 
made  for  putting  another  annex  to  their  high  school  building.  The 
school  board  is  to  be  commended  for  this  action  in  advancing  the 
standing  of  the  school  and  putting  within  reach  of  the  student  the 
choice  opportunities  for  getting  practical  training. 

The  demand  for  high  school  advantages  has  sensibly  increased 
during  the  past  and  the  more  liberal  discussion  of  this  need  has 
led  to  a  clearer  understanding  of  their  province  of  usefulness  in  the 
past  and  their  probable  accomplishment  in  the  future.  The  children 
of  our  high  schools  need  such  training  as  will  lead  them  to  see  the 
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possibilities  and  probabilities  for  large  returns  for  well  directed 
effort  on  the  farm.  The  pupils  need  to  have  the  dignity  of  farm 
life  upheld,  as  well  as  to  be  shown  that  there  is  perhaps  more  in  this 
than  in  any  other  occupation,  an  opportunity  for  some  leisure  and 
for  some  comfort  in  life. 


Wireless  Telegraphy. 

A  wireless  outfit  was  installed  by  the  Boys'  Wireless  Club  of  the 
Nicholson  high  school,  and  the  first  message  in  the  State,  so  far  as 
we  know,  was  received.  The  machine  can  take  messages  from  a  radius 
of  2,500  miles.  The  club  was  composed  of  thirty  high  school  boys 
who  raised  $50.00  to  buy  the  wireless  instrument.  The  use  of  the  out- 
fit was  open  to  the  school  and  it  was  also  used  in  connection  with  the 
philosophy   class. 

Declamation  Contest. 

The  fourth  annual  declamation  contest,  by  The  Citizens'  National 
Bank  of  Tunkhannock,  took  place  at  the  court  house,  Friday  evening, 
March  27.  The  judges  were:  Rev.  L.  E.  Sanford,  Rev.  F.  B.  New- 
man, and  Hon.  C.  E.  Terry.  The  chairman  was  Prof.  Clyde  W. 
Hoover. 

The  first  four  prizes  went  to  Nicholson  borough.  The  next  six, 
to  Tunkhannock  borough,  the  next  one  to  Eaton  township,  and  the 
other,  to  Master  Russel  Ace  of  Tunkhannock  township,  but  he  at- 
tended school  in  Tunkhannock  borough. 

The  judges  in  the  spelling  and  addition  contests  were:  Miss  Eulalie 
Piatt,  and  Messrs.  V.  H.  Lyman  and  B.  W.  Lewis. 

Webster's  New  International  Dictionary  was  used  to  settle  all 
disputes  over  spelling  or  pronunciation. 

In  my  school  visitations,  taken  as  a  whole,  I  found  the  children 
courteous,  well  behaved,  attentive  to  their  school  duties  and  making 
good  progress  in  their  studies.  While  the  taxes  for  maintaining  the 
schools  are  in  some  districts  burdensome,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  an  investment  in  knowledge  yields  the  greatest  income.  Also, 
that  a  good  education  is  the  best  legacy  a  parent  can  leave  his  off- 
spring. 

Parents  and  Visitors'  Days. 

Parents  and  Visitors'  days  were  observed  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  December  8  and  10.  An  unusually  good  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  the  children  and  the  work  they  were  doing. 

The  exercises  which  were  held  consisted  of  class  work,  essays, 
debates,  drills,  composition  work,  plays,  recitations  and  songs. 
Nearly  2,000  visits  were  paid  to  the  schools  on  visitors'  days. 
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Parents  and  Teachers'  Leagues. 

There  have  been  organized  Parents  and  Teachers'  Leagues  in  Lacey- 
ville  and  Meshoppen  boroughs.  These  leagues  are  well  organized  and 
efficiently  officered.  Meetings  were  held  regularly  and  topics  per- 
taining to  school  interests  were  liberally  discussed. 

Teachers'  Institute. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute,  held  December  15-18  was  conceded 
to  be  superior  to  all  others  within  the  memory  of  most  of  our  teachers 
and  the  public,  in  respect  to  character  of  instruction  and  evening  lec- 
tures and  entertainments.  The  course  of  instruction  was  balanced 
with  respect  to  the  needs  of  the  teachers.  The  following  talent 
afforded  rich  treats  for  the  large  and  appreciative  audiences  that 
daily  thronged  the  court  house  and  auditorium ;  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal, 
Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs,  Dr.  J.  Adams  Puffer,  Prof.  M.  P.  Foster,  Hon. 
W.  D.  B.  Ainey,  Dr.  Madison  C.  Peters,  Rev.  J.  W.  Wilkes,  conductor 
of  music,  Mrs.  P.  H.  Jarvis,  Pianist;  The  Iroquois  Indian  Band, 
Edwin  R.  Weeks  Concert  Company,  The  Royal  Male  Quartet,  Victor 
Talking  Machine  Company,  The  University  Girls,  Mason  Jubilee 
Singers,  Reno,  the  Magician.  These  attractions  included  many  ar- 
tists who  specially  delighted  the  teachers  and  public. 

Throughout  the  country,  Wyoming  County  Teachers'  Institutes  are 
known  as  being  among  the  very  best  held  in  the  State  especially  so, 
owing  to  its  being  a  small  county  and  the  county  superintendent  being 
limited  with  resources  with  which  to  run  an  institute.  Every  teacher 
was  present  at  the  institute,  not  one  failing  to  enroll. 

Annual  Meeting  of  Directors. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  school  directors  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday  of  Institute  week.  About  seventy  directors  were 
present.  The  regular  forenoon  sessions  were  held  in  the  Tunkhan- 
nock  high  school  building.  Two  joint  afternoon  sessions  with  the 
teachers  were  held  afternoons.  More  freedom  than  ever  was  shown 
on  the  part  of  the  directors,  in  the  discussions  of  live  questions  bear- 
ing upon  the  welfare  of  the  children.  Very  able  and  timely  addresses 
were  made  by  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal,  Department  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg;  Dr.  J.  Adams  Puffer,  Boston;  Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs, 
Philadelphia;  Hon.  F.  J.  Herman,  Mehoopany,  and  others. 

Suggestions. 

Pure  air  should  be  furnished  the  children.  Outside  of  eternal  sal- 
vation, it  is  the  most  important  thing  in  all  the  universe.     The  teach- 
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ers  and  the  children  of  our  schools  should  have  the  benefit  of  regular 
systematic  ventilation,  both  constant  and  periodic. 

Medical  inspection  should  be  extended  so  as  to  protect  the  health 
interests  of  every  boy  and  girl  in  the  county.  No  reasonable  pains 
or  money  ought  be  spared  to  provide  the  children  with  the  most 
healthful  conditions  possible. 

The  common  drinking  cup,  for  all  children  of  a  school,  should  no 
longer  be  used.  Individual  cups,  sanitary  drinking  fountains  or  some 
other  modern  and  sanitary  drinking  appliance  should  be  supplied. 

Dry  dusters  should  be  supplanted  by  dust  consuming  cloths.  Oil- 
ing of  floors  only  serves  to  hold  the  germs,  hence  it  should  be  discon- 
tinued. Sweeping  floors,  with  a  dust  consuming  preparation  with 
dust  consuming  cloths,  results  in  very  little  dust  floating  about  in 
the  room. 

A  feature  of  hygienic  work  involving  the  proper  care  of  the  teeth 
should  be  started.  In  doing  this,  all  children  should  be  supplied 
with  tooth  brushes.  I  do  not  know  of  a  better  thing  than  a  clinic 
and  an  appropriation  of  money  for  the  care  of  the  teeth  of  children 
whose  parents  are  not  able  to  pay  and  any  of  whom  do  not  know  that 
the  teeth  need  care.  In  short,  to  live  long,  (and  likely  enjoy  life,  be 
prosperous  and  die  happy)  religiously  observe  the  following  eighteen 
commandments : 

1.  Eight  hours  sleep  every  night. 

2.  Sleep  on  your  right  side. 

3.  Keep  your  bedroom  window  open. 

4.  Have  a  mat  at  your  bedroom  door. 

5.  Keep  your  bed  away  from  the  wall. 

6.  No  cold  bath  in  the  morning,  but  a  bath  at  the  temperature 
of  the  body. 

7.  Exercise  before  breakfast. 

8.  Eat  little  meat,  and  be  sure  that  it  is  well  cooked. 

9.  Drink  no  milk.  (This  applies  to  adults  only.) 

10.  Eat  plenty  of  fat  to  feed  the  cells  which  destroy  disease  germs. 

11.  Avoid  intoxicants,  which  destroy  the  cells  that  combat  disease. 

12.  Allow  no  pet  animals  in  your  living  room,  for  they  carry 
disease  germs. 

13.  Live  in  the  country  if  you  can. 

14.  Watch  the  three  D's  drinking  water,  damp  and  drains. 

15.  Have  change  of  occupation. 

16.  Take  frequent  and  short  vacations. 

17.  Limit  your  ambitions. 

18.  Keep  your  temper. 

Conclusion. 

All  things  have  an  ending,  and  I  am  reminded  as  I  write  this  re- 
port, that  it  is  the  last  one  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  submit  as  county 
superintendent.  Although  I  have  carried  a  constant  burden  and 
have  had  a  solicitious  feeling  for  the  welfare  of  all  the  boys  and  girls 


No.  6. 


YORK   COUNTY.  177 


attending  the  schools  under  my  jurisdiction,  since  the  day  I  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office,  eighteen  years  ago,  nevertheless  I  claim  no 
credit  for  the  steady  advance  we  have  made  during  this  time,  and 
my  heart  burns  within  me  as  I  recount  with  lasting  gratitude  the 
many  kind  words  given  me  by  all  classes. 

I  shall  at  all  times  regard  it  as  a  privilege  to  serve  in  the  rank  and 
file,  and  here  and  now  pledge  anew  my  hearty  co-operation  to  further 
advance  the  great  cause  of  education  in  which  we  are  engaged  and 
Which,  we  hope,  under  the  able,  wise  and  effective  leadership  of  my 
successor,  Prof.  John  E.  Morgan,  will  steadily  grow  better.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  me  and  it  must  be  satisfying  generally  to  know  that  the 
one  who  shall  follow  me,  not  only  possesses  many  high  qualities  to 
a  marked  degree,  bnt  has  given  me  at  all  times,  whenever  consulted, 
his  counsel  and  advice  and  that  he  has  never  shirked  from  the  proper 
performance  of  every  duty  which,  in  my  official  capacity,  I  have  im- 
posed upon  him  as  a  teacher. 

For  words  of  encouragement  and  interest  my  thanks  are  due 
and  are  here  offered  to  the  directors,  teachers,  children,  citizens, 
clergy,  press  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
many,  many  kind  words  of  counsel  and  official  favors. 

May  we  always  be  devoutly  thankful  to  the  Great  Architect  of 
the  Universe,  and  humbly  implore  His  continued  watchful  care  and 
guidance  that  we  may  serve  our  day  and  generation  in  a  manner  that 
will  merit  His  approval. 


YORK  COUNTY— C.  W.  Stine. 


I  am  gratified  to  state  that  I  believe  that  our  schools  continue 
along  the  line  of  improvement.  The  character  of  the  work  done  by 
the  teachers  and  pupils  surpasses  anything  accomplished  in  other 
years.  Our  teachers  are  steadily  becoming  better  fitted  to  do  thor- 
ough work  in  the  school  room. 

There  seems  to  be  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  higher  educa- 
tion for  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  rural  districts.  Our  people  are 
beginning  to  believe  in  the  high  school. 

When  it  is  understood  that  many  of  these  high  schools  are  today 
better  equipped  than  the  majority  of  our  colleges  were  fifty  years 
ago,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  people  fully  appreciate  the  value  of 
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secondary  education  and  will  continue  to  demand  higher  standards 
of  teaching  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand  for  a  multiplication  of 
schools.  The  rural  high  school  should  be  so  equipped  with  a  course 
of  study  and  laboratory  as  to  equal  any  city  school.  An  agricultural 
expert  as  one  of  the  teachers  could  estimate  the  rural  possibilities. 

Commencements  were  held  in  all  our  high  schools.  It  is  a  great 
thing  in  the  life  of  a  boy  or  girl  to  complete  a  course  of  study  in  a 
good  high  school  and  receive  the  honors  of  graduation.  This  event 
should  be  celebrated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  and  public  display. 
It  is  a  peculiar  and  valuable  experience  for  the  pupil  to  appear  be- 
fore the  largest  audience  that  assembles  in  the  town  during  the  year, 
and  speak  a  few  words  that  are  entirely  his  own,  upon  some  subject 
which  he  has  studied,  as  a  young  person  studies  subjects.  It  is  an 
event  that  makes  a  deeper  impression  upon  the  child  than  any  other 
in  this  formative  period.  In  a  few  high  schools  graduating  exercises 
seem  to  be  changing  their  character.  In  these  high  schools  the  pupils 
no  longer  appear  in  the  leading  role  but  in  a  very  subordinate  place. 
A  lecture  by  some  distant  orator  is  substituted  for  the  graduating 
essays  and  orations.  It  may  be  tbat  hired  music  and  paid  oratory 
may  be  more  entertaining  to  some  of  the  audiences,  and  possibly  to 
the  more  cultivated  and  influential  class  of  the  listeners,  but  it  is 
questional  whether  it  is  better  for  the  school. 

The  poor  man  is  encouraged  to  see  his  son  or  his  daughter  holding 
an  equal  and,  may  be,  a  superior  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  audi- 
ence, to  that  of  the  son  and  daughters  of  his  wealthy  and  more  cul- 
tivated neighbors. 

There  has  been  a  decided  activity  in  the  matter  of  parents'  meet- 
ings, clubs  and  educational  meetings,  all  over  our  county  the  past 
year.  These  meetings,  in  a  general  way,  manifested  the  interest  of 
the  parents  in  the  school  and  in  the  teachers  who  are  in  such  close 
touch  with  their  children  all  their  school  life. 

Invitations,  written  by  the  children  themselves  in  school  or  by 
the  older  ones  for  the  wee  ones,  were  sent  home  to  the  parents  asking 
them  to  come  upon  the  afternoon  designated  to  see  their  work. 

The  children's  drawings  decorated  the  rooms.  Much  of  the  writ- 
ten work  of  the  class  as  a  whole,  was  arranged  for  inspection  and  an 
hour  was  given  to  the  best  work  they  could  do.  Many  expressions 
of  pleasure  and  interest  came  from  the  mothers  after  their  hour  of 
school  life,  seeing  the  work  as  it  was  done  daily  in  school.  Much  of 
the  school  work  is  not  understood  by  those  who  have  not  kept  abreast 
of  the  new  standards. 

The  directors  were  faithful  to  their  trust.  In  nearly  every  district, 
one  or  more  directors  accompanied  the  superintendent  in  visiting  the 
schools.  Directors  are  giving  more  attention  to  the  things  which 
concern  the  welfare  of  the  children.     The  greatest  care  should  there- 
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fore  be  exercised  by  the  people  in  the  selection  of  directors  who  are 
responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  schools— persons  of  good  judgment. 

The  governor  in  any  State  is  important  but  he  is  not  one-tenth  of 
the  importance  that  the  school  director  is.  Our  people  are  beginning 
to  realize  that  the  necessary  thing  is  to  have  an  intelligent  and  en- 
lightened school  board. 

They  should  see  to  it  that  the  very  best  material  is  placed  on  the 
Board  of  Education.  I  believe  we  need  to  arouse  public  sentiment 
all  over  this  country  to  the  importance  of  electing  the  very  best 

people. 

Our  district  and  local  institutes  were  well  attended  and  highly  ap- 
preciated. They  were  conducted  along  leading  practical  lines.  The 
local  institute  is  a  power  for  good  and  we  hope  to  see  this  work  grow 
and  increase  in  efficiency. 

The  institutes  today  are  certainly  much  more  profitable  to  the 
teachers  than  they  were  twenty-five  years  ago. 

The  teachers'  institute  is  a  place  where  teachers  experienced  and 
inexperienced  alike,  may  gain  much  professional  enthusiasm  and 
general  uplift.  Teachers  should  not  go  to  the  institute  to  find  out 
how  to  work  an  arithmetical  problem,  but  to  catch  the  breath  of  in- 
spiration, to  learn  to  have  faith  in  the  young  life,  to  know  the  great 
fundamental  truths  underlying  the  teaching  art,  and  to  mingle  with 
fellow  workers  and  learn  from  them  in  exchange  for  the  wisdom 
and  courage  they  are  able  to  offer  in  return. 

A  board  of  helpers  consisting  of  three  of  the  most  progressive  teach- 
ers in  each  rural  district  is  appointed  by  the  superintendent. 

The  duties  of  the  board  of  helpers  are  to  use  their  efforts  to  arouse 
an  interest  in  the  pupils  to  plant  trees  on  their  respective  school 
grounds  on  Arbor  day,  to  advocate  the  importance  of  frequent  visi- 
tations of  parents  and  directors  to  the  several  schools  of  the  district, 
to  provide  for  a  Patrons'  Day  when  special  invitations  shall  be  given 
to  the  patrons  of  the  school  for  visitation,  to  urge  that  the  ministers 
of  each  district  should  deliver  an  educational  sermon  in  behalf  of  our 
public  schools,  to  establish  girls'  and  boys'  agricultural  clubs,  to  en- 
courage the  holding  of  educational  meetings  throughout  the  districts 
and  such  other  duties  as  the  superintendent  may  call  upon  them  to 

perform. 

The  twelve  class  room  schoolhouses  of  Red  Lion  borough  has 
finally  been  completed.  The  Dillsburg  public  school  building  de- 
signed and  built  from  plans  carefully  studied  by  architects  in  con- 
junction with  the  Board  of  Education,  in  order  that  it  would  be  per- 
fectly adapted  to  the  uses  and  methods  of  instruction  is  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  It  will  undoubtedly  prove  one  of  the  most  successful 
of  the  types  of  buildings  now  being  erected  for  public  school  pur- 
poses and  in  addition  to  supply  several  long  desired  requisites  to  the 
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borough,  will  by  reasons  of  its  artistic  design,  carefully  studied  color 
scheme  and  wise  selection  of  materials  prove  also  an  ornament  to  the 
town. 

Seven  model  one  room  schoolhouses  were  built  last  year  in  this 
county.     The  plan  of  these  schoolhouses  is  considered  ideal. 

The  Delta  high  school  building,  an  extension  to  the  existing  build- 
ing, has  really  become  the  main  building  and  the  old  house  is  now 
entirely  eclipsed  by  the  new. 

It  is  built  of  red  brick  with  Indiana  limestone  trimmings  and  a 
roof  of  Peach  Bottom  slate. 
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REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ABINGTON  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— Edward  S. 

Ling. 


Abington  is  a  township  of  the  first  class  suburban  to  Philadelphia. 
It  had  a  population  in  1910  of  approximately  7,000.  During  the  three 
decades  beginning  in  1880  and  closing  in  11)10  the  district  increased 
50%  in  population  each  decade.  It  nearly  surrounds  the  borough  of 
Jenkintown  and  includes  the  villages  of  Abington,  Noble  and  Mc- 
Kinley,  and  parts  of  Glenside,  Edge  Hill  and  Willow  Grove. 

The  schools  of  the  township  are  located  at  six  centers  and  include 
a  modern  high  school  and  six  elementary  schools.  The  buildings  are 
all  of  stone  construction.  The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  for  the  year 
just  closed  was  1,175.  of  whom  100  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school. 
By  action  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  May,  1913,  a  superin- 
tendency  was  created  and  the  writer  was  chosen  to  the  office.  The 
district  employs  twenty-eight  elementary  grade  teachers,  six  high 
school  teachers  and  four  supervisors  of  special  subjects.  Two  of  the 
last  named  teachers  were  employed  last  year  for  the  first  in  the 
history  of  the  district,  viz.,  for  the  departments  of  manual  training 
and  domestic  science. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  the  high  school  course  was 
lengthened  to  four  years  and  otherwise  changed  to  conform  to  the 
course  of  a  first  grade  high  school.  A  strong  commercial  course  is 
offered  and  an  additional  choice  between  a  scientific  and  classical, 
though  the  electives  are  rather  in  subjects  than  courses.  The  new 
courses  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science  proved  very  popu- 
lar. The  domestic  science  department  successfully  conducted  a 
lunch  counter  where  pupils  obtained  warm  dishes  and  fruits  at  cost 
price.  Six  students  who  had  graduated  from  the  former  three  year's 
course  received  diplomas  in  June  for  an  additional  year's  work. 
The  work  of  the  school  is  on  a  healthy  basis.  The  spirit  of  the 
students  is  good.  A  sane  view  of  athletic  sports  prevails.  The  ques- 
tion of  transportation  of  pupils  who  live  three  or  four  miles  from 
the  school  is  being  agitated.  There  is  no  doubt  that  some  students 
are  being  kept  from  high  school  by  the  difficulty  and  the  cost  of  reach- 
ing the  school. 

The  manual  training  and  domestic  science  courses  were  put  into 
operation  in  the  6th,  7th  and  8th  grades  of  the  elementary  schools 
also.     It  includes  sewing  for  the  girls  and  woodwork  for  the  boys. 
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The  elementary  course  was  somewhat  simplified  in  other  respects  by 
eliminations  and  readjustments.  Eighty-seven  pupils  from  the 
eighth  grade  were  given  certificates  of  admission  to  high  school  in 
June. 

One  handicap  to  the  work  of  the  elementary  schools  is  the  scattered 
location  of  the  schools  and  the  lack  of  compactness  in  the  popula- 
tion. It  is  hard  to  unify  or  crj^stallize  the  public  sentiment  in  such 
a  district.  Teachers  do  not  know  each  other  well.  Teachers'  meet- 
ings are  difficult  to  arrange.  In  order  to  give  a  community  feeling, 
the  publication  of  a  school  paper,  the  Abington  school  messenger, 
was  planned  and  carried  out  by  the  board  and  superintendent  with 
good  results.  It  was  issued  monthly  and  gave  information  of  the 
workings  of  the  schools. 

There  is  a  well  defined  movement  in  the  district  toward  advance- 
ment in  all  that  pertains  to  the  schools.  This  sentiment  does  not 
always  find  an  easy  method  of  expression  but  its  existence  is  not  a 
matter  of  donbt.  The  school  board  is  responding  to  this  feeling  and 
has  been  planning  numerous  advance  movements.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  this  progressive  spirit  we  may  mention  the  efforts  that  are 
under  way  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  rapidly  increasing 
school  population.  During  1913-1014  additions  are  being  made  to 
five  of  the  six  elementary  school  buildings.  In  three  buildings  two 
additional  class  rooms  will  be  provided  and  in  the  other  two  four 
rooms  each  are  being  added.  These  additions  will  be  modern  in  every 
respect.  The  necessary  funds  were  provided  by  a  $60,000  issue  of 
bonds.     Six  additional  teachers  are  to  be  employed  next  year. 

The  Home  and  School  League  at  Weldon  was  very  active  during 
tlio  year  in  its  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  school  problems  and  in 
raising  funds  for  material  benefits.  A  good  stereopticon  was  in- 
stalled by  this  means,  a  large  library  fund  was  raised  and  playground 
apparatus  was  provided  as  well  as  supervision  of  the  playground  dur- 
ing the  summer.  The  Noble  Civic  Club  has  taken  action  looking  to- 
ward the  providing  of  warm  lunches  for  the  children  in  the  Abington 
elementary  school,  where  half  of  the  children  carry  their  lunch.  The 
Abington  playground  was  kept  open  again  this  summer  by  private 
subscriptions  among  these  same  people. 

A  real  problem  in  this  district  is  the  exodus  of  many  of  the  teachers 
from  the  district  at  the  close  of  each  school  day.  This  is  partly 
due  to  the  high  cost  of  suburban  living,  many  finding  it  cheaper  to 
go  to  the  city.  A  number  live  in  neighboring  districts  and  find  the 
ease  of  communication  a  reason  for  living  at  home.  The  schools 
suffer  from  the  lack  of  touch  between  parent  and  teacher  and  the 
lack  of  understanding  of  the  community  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 
Homes  for  teachers  should  be  provided  in  the  community,  near  the 
school. 
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The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  decidedly  encouraging.  There 
are  problems  to  meet,  but  their  solution  is  a  stimulus  when  the  people 
of  the  district  are  alive  to  their  importance. 

The  writer's  thanks  are  extended  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  the  valuable  advice  and  assistance  rendered  during 
the  year. 


ALTOONA— H.  H.  Baish. 


The  school  term  of  1913-14  closed  in  Altoona  with  the  high  school 
commencement  exercises  on  Friday  evening,  June  5,  when  a  class  of 
161  young  people  were  graduated.  The  commencement  address  was 
given  by  Hon.  P.  P.  Claxton,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation. 

We  have  decided  to  add  another  period  to  the  high  school  time 
schedule  next  term.  When  our  new  high  school  was  first  occupied 
in  September,  1906  we  changed  the  time  schedule  from  an  eight 
period  day  of  two  sessions  to  a  single  session  day  of  six  forty-five 
minute  periods  with  twenty-five  minutes  for  lunch  at  noon  and 
thirty  minutes  for  devotional  exercises  in  the  morning.  Owing  to  the 
large  increase  in  the  enrollment  it  has  been  decided  to  increase  the 
length  of  the  high  school  day  to  seven  periods  next  term.  This  will 
extend  the  closing  time  from  1:55  P.  M.  to  2:40  P.  M.  Neither 
teachers  nor  students  will  have  their  work  increased  by  this  change. 
The  students  will  have  an  extra  study  period  in  school  and  the  added 
teaching  periods  will  be  filled  by  the  employment  of  four  additional 
teachers. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  central  grammar  and  high  school 
last  term  was  the  plan  of  giving  credit  on  the  school  report  cards 
for  home  duties  and  vocational  activities.  The  plan  was  first  intro- 
duced at  the  opening  of  the  term,  after  its  trial  had  been  authorized 
by  the  school  board.  A  meeting  of  the  patrons  of  both  schools  was 
held  and  the  details  of  the  plan  carefully  explained.  The  following 
statement  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  parents  and  employers  of 
students  in  both  schools. 

"The  Altoona  schools  are  aiming  to  prepare  the  young  people  of 
our  city  for  "complete  living."  The  closest  possible  co-operation 
with  every  other  agency  in  the  education  of  our  students  is  desired. 
We  believe  the  school  is  only  one,  although  an  important  one,  of  many 
agencies  that  furnish  the  opportunities  for  education  in  its  broadest 
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sense.  The  home,  the  church,  the  industries,  society  in  general, 
all  assist  in  the  great  work  of  preparation  for  useful  living.  Our 
schools  desire  to  utilize  as  far  as  practicable  all  the  activities  in 
which  young  people  engage  in"  such  a  manner  as  to  impress  them 
with  the  importance  of  doing  well  whatever  they  do. 

Industrial  and  even  vocational  education  have  come  to  be  accepted 
as  part  of  the  legitimate  work  of  the  schools.  This  phase  of  a  child's 
training  does  not  lose  its  educational  value  because  it  happens  to  be 
received  outside  of  the  walls  of  the  schoolroom  and  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  a  regularly  authorized  teacher.  The  acceptance  of  manual 
training  and  domestic  science  by  the  school  as  part  of  its  curriculum 
does  not  give  it  a  monopoly  in  training  along  these  lines.  Some  very 
useful  things  are  taught  entirely  without  the  aid  of  the  school. 

Many  pupils  have  regular  duties  to  perform  in  the  home  and 
others  are  employed  in  stores,  offices,  etc.  outside  of  school  hours. 
We  believe  some  recognition  should  be  given  for  this  work.  It  can 
do  no  harm  to  any  worker  to  know  what  his  employer  thinks  of  his 
services.  As  a  rule  criticism  is  freely  given  when  the  service  is  un- 
satisfactory, while  the  faithful  performance  of  work  is  too  rarely 
commended.  Young  people  especially  need  to  know  the  estimate 
which  an  employer  or  parent  places  on  their  services. 

The  monthly  grades  on  the  school  report  cards  are  believed  to 
furnish  an  added  incentive  to  the  pupils  to  do  good  work.  As  the 
school  desires  to  encourage  the  pupils  to  reach  a  high  standard  of 
efficiency  in  their  outside-of-school  duties  as  well  as  in  their  regular 
school  work,  the  parent  or  employer  is  requested  to  record  a  grade 
monthly  on  the  school  report  card  in  the  space  marked  "Home  Du- 
ties" or  "Vocational  Activities"  in  all  cases  where  the  pupil  devotes 
a  minimum  of  three  hours  per  week  to  this  outside-of-school  work. 
While  this  grade  will  not  be  used  as  a  basis  for  promotion  in  school 
it  will  furnish  information  which  in  some  cases  will  be  valuable  to 

the  teachers. 

The  explanations  on  the  back  of  the  school  report  card  should 
be  read  carefully  by  the  parent  or  employer  and  the  grade  for  "Home 
Duties"  or  "Vocational  Activities"  should  be  given  only  when  the 
pupil  meets  the  required  conditions.  The  adoption  of  this  plan  of 
giving  credit  on  the  school  report  cards  for  outside-of-school  work  is 
meant  to  encourage  the  pupils  to  increase  their  usefulness  in  the 
home,  but  it  will  not  affect  the  standing  of  any  pupil  in  school  whose 
parents  may  not  wish  to  co-operate  with  the  plan." 

It  was  believed  that  not  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  parents 
and  students  could  be  induced  to  co-operate  with  the  plan  the  first 
year.  We  were  therefore  agreeably  surprised  to  learn  that  85  per 
cent,  of  the  students  were  graded  monthly  in  these  outside-of-school 
duties  either  by  parents  or  employers. 
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After  the  plan  had  been  in  operation  for  several  months  a  study 
of  the  school  report  cards  was  made  in  order  to  compare  the  grades 
given  by  parents  and  employers  with  those  given  by  the  regular  teach- 
ers. Among  439  central  grammar  report  cards  examined  375  were 
graded  and  64  were  not  graded  in  outside-of-school  duties.  On  22 
cards  the  highest  grade  was  the  one  given  by  the  parents  or  employers 
and  on  8  cards  this  was  the  lowest  grade.  266  cards  showed  a  higher 
grade  in  one  or  more  subjects  marked  by  a  regular  teacher  than  the 
grade  given  by  the  parent  or  employer.  The  grades  for  home  duties 
in  the  central  grammar  school  ranged  from  60  per  cent,  to  100  per 
cent,  and  the  average  for  the  school  was  91  per  cent.  Of  987  high 
school  report  cards  examined,  855  were  graded  and  132  were  not 
graded  in  home  duties  or  vocational  activities.  On  56  cards  the 
highest  grade  was  given  by  the  parent  or  employer  and  on  12 
cards  this  grade  was  the  lowest  on  the  card.  570  cards  were  marked 
higher  in  one  or  more  school  subjects  than  in  Home  Duties  or  Voca- 
tional Activities.  The  grades  of  the  high  school  students  in  these 
outside-of-school  duties  ranged  from  70  per  cent,  to  100  per  cent, 
and  the  average  for  the  different  classes  was  as  follows:  A  Class 
94  per  cent.,  B  Class  94  per  cent.,  C.  Class  93  per  cent,  D  Class  92 
per  cent.  The  fear  expressed  by  some  that  the  parents  cold  not  be 
depended  upon  to  grade  justly  and  that  they  would  overrate  their 
children  was  not  well  founded.  Doubtless  some  mistakes  were  made 
and  some  parents  may  have  been  careless  or  insincere  in  their  grad- 
ing but  the  vast  majority  of  parents  are  greatly  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  their  children  and  this  plan  affords  them  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  encourage  habits  of  industry  among  our  young  people. 
Some  strong  testimonials  in  favor  of  the  plan  have  already  been  given 
voluntarily  by  parents  and  a  careful  investigation  of  its  results  will 
be  made  from  time  to  time. 

An  evening  school  was  opened  in  Altoona  last  term  to  meet  the 
needs  of  adults  and  young  people  who  were  employed  during  the  day 
school  time.  The  evening  school  course  of  study  consisted  of  dress- 
making, millinery,  mechanical  drawing,  English,  arithmetic,  spelling, 
penmanship,  freehand  drawing,  algebra,  geometry,  German,  physics, 
stenography,  typewriting  and  bookkeeping.  Sixteen  teachers  in  all 
were  employed  and  the  total  number  of  different  students  enrolled 
during  the  term  was  950.  The  enrollment  in  the  industrial  classes 
was  450.  The  interest  which  the  young  people  of  Altoona  manifested 
in  our  evening  school  last  term  was  commendable.  We  opened  the 
school  about  November  1  with  65  students  enrolled.  Each  evening 
after  the  opening  of  the  school  many  new  students  were  enrolled  until 
the  attendance  reached  950.  Many  of  course  dropped  out  from  time 
to  time,  but  when  the  school  closed  on  May  29th  more  than  400  were 
enrolled  and  the  average  attendance  exceeded  300. 
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ALLI^NTOWN— F.   D.   Raub. 


The  work  proceeded  regularly  throughout  the  year,  but  the  atten- 
dance was  considerably  interfered  with  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
numerous  cases  of  measles  and  kindred  contagious  diseases.  The 
quarantine  usually  was  no  less  than  thirty  days.  We  had  thought  of 
partly  overcoming  this  by  vacation  schools  but  were  informed  by 
the  solicitor  that  the  funds  could  not  be  used  for  such  schools. 

We  at  this  time  feel  elated  since  steps  have  been  taken  to  erect 
a  new  high  school  building,  which  we  hope  will  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy by  September  1915.  This  building  is  an  absolute  necessity 
since  the  high  school  population  has  outgrown  the  present  building. 
The  old  high  school  building  can  be  used  very  advantageously  by 
pupils  of  the  8th  grade,  who  are  now  housed  in  different  ward  build- 
ings, thus  relieving  congestions  in  these  wards  and  providing  addi- 
tional rooms  for  pupils  of  lower  grades.  The  increase  in  population 
constantly  necessitates  providing  additional  room  for  pupils  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city.  By  erecting  a  portable  building  with  two 
school  rooms,  the  children  in  the  fourteenth  ward  were  accommodated 
the  past  year.  What  the  conditions  in  this  ward  will  be  the  coming 
year  we  can  partly  conjecture,  but  hope  we  may  be  able  to  accom- 
modate them  properly  without  additional  buildings. 

If  necessary  in  some  parts  of  the  city,  where  the  rooms  are  large,  if 
the  same  become  overcrowded  we  purpose  to  supply  additional  teach- 
ing force,  and  thus  enable  the  pupils  to  secure  proper  attention. 

The  open  air  school,  for  children  incapable  of  enduring  the  confine- 
ment in  the  ordinary  school  room  was  opened  in  January  and  con- 
tinued in  session  until  the  close  of  the  year.  The  enrollment  was  30 
pupils  and  the  attendance  excelled  that  of  any  other  room  in  the  city. 
The  physical  condition  of  the  pupils  improved  in  each  instance  with 
the  exception  of  one  pupil.  The  board  decided  to  erect  an  annex 
accommodating  the  same  number  of  pupils,  so  the  number  at  the  be- 
ginning of  next  year  will  be  60  pupils.  The  popularity  of  this  school 
is  attested  by  a  committee  of  ladies  supplying  all  the  food  required  in 
connection  the  clothing  needed.  The  health  of  the  entire  number  of 
children  of  the  district  attending  the  public  schools  is  to  be  further 
safeguarded  by  the  employment  of  two  trained  nurses  to  assist  the 
medical  inspectors  in  carrying  out  their  directions. 

The  exceptional  school  for  defectives  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
system,  only  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  all,  since  fifteen 
(15)  are  as  many  as  can  properly  be  taught  by  one  teacher.  If  the 
pupils  are  left  in  the  grades,  they  are  a  source  of  annoyance,  and 
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they  themselves  receive  very  little  if  any  benefit.  They  become  in- 
tensely interested  in  manual  work,  and  incidentally  they  can  be  in- 
terested in  elementary  studies. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  the  interest  awakened  in  behalf  of  the 
pupils  through  Parent-Teacher  Organizations,  Social  Center  Work 
and  Play  Ground  Associations,  all  tending  to  arouse  parents  to  a 
sense  of  their  duties,  and  at  the  same  time  causing  them  to  take  pride 
in  securing  the  best  educationally  for  their  children.  We  recognize 
these  organizations  as  very  helpful.  They  merit  every  encourage- 
ment possible. 

Now  in  conclusion  we  thank  the  Department  for  the  uniform  cour- 
tesy in  every  instance  where  information  or  advice  was  sought. 


AMBRIDGE— Burdette  S.  Bayle. 


In  both  of  my  former  reports,  I  have  made  mention  of  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  school  population  in  Ambridge  and  of  the  heroic  ef- 
forts that  have  been  made  to  meet  this  unusual  requirement.  We 
had  rather  hoped  that  we  might  soon  reach  the  limit  in  this  respect 
and  thus  be  given  time  to  take  our  bearings  and  look  more  closely 
after  details  than  we  have  been  able  to  do  in  the  past,  but  it  seems 
that  that  time  has  not  yet  arrived. 

Our  enrollment  for  the  past  year  shows  an  increase  of  sixteen  per 
cent,  over  the  preceding  one  and  our  teaching  force  was  fourteen 
per  cent,  larger  than  last  year.  On  account  of  this  continued  in- 
crease we  were  compelled  to  rent  one  room  outside  our  regular  build- 
ing, and  to  use  three  other  rooms  on  the  half-day  plan — in  other 
words  we  had  four  more  schools  than  we  had  rooms. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  in  process  of  building  a  new  high 
school  which  will  contain  ten  class  rooms,  an  auditorium  seating  450 
people,  with  stage  and  dressing  rooms,  a  large  gymnasium,  a  com- 
modious suite  of  offices  and  provisions  for  the  future  installation  of 
domestic  science,  manual  training  and  additional  laboratories.  This 
will  undoubtedly  relieve  our  crowded  condition  for  the  present;  but, 
according  to  the  report  of  our  enumerator,  we  will  have  in  the  com- 
ing year  304  beginners  against  the  197  this  year.  We  have  already 
hired  five  additional  teachers  for  the  next  year,  so  that  even  with 
these  ten  additional  rooms,  we  will  have  no  more  than  three  which 
will  not  be  occupied  the  first  day  of  school. 

13 
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In  my  last  report,  T  outlined  a  policy  of  promotions  upon  which  I 
promised  to  give  further  information.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction 
that  I  announce  that  I  have  recognized  no  appreciable  weakening 
in  our  grades  during  the  past  year,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  pupils  were  promoted  on  condition  regardless  of 
percentages;  and  it  is  rather  disquieting  to  those  of  us  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  the  rigid  promotion  plan  in  the  past  to  find  that 
our  percentage  of  failures  outside  of  two  rooms  in  which  abnormal 
conditions  existed,  was  smaller  this  year  than  last,  being  less  than 
three  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment.  When  we  compare  this  with 
that  of  two  years  ago  which  was  24  per  cent.,  we  believe  that  we 
are  making  some  progress  along  this  most  important  line. 

During  the  year  we  have  continued  the  "Parents'  Hour"  which  we 
organized  last  year  and  the  interest  in  the  same  has  so  increased  that 
we  had  two  in  each  room  instead  of  one.  The  programs  were  made 
up  largely  of  selections  from  the  regular  work  and  were  only  one 
hour  in  length.  On  many  occasions  the  rooms  were  so  crowded  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  we  could  accommodate  all  who  wished  to  be 
present.  Just  before  the  close  of  the  term  for  the  mid-year  vacation 
we  gave  an  evening  entertainment  in  each  building  in  which  the 
program  was  made  up  of  one  number  from  each  of  the  "Parents' 
Hour"  programs  in  the  various  rooms.  The  people  were  seated  in 
different  rooms  and  the  numbers  repeated  as  often  as  necessary  to 
give  all  present  an  apportunity  to  hear  them.  By  these  simple  plans, 
we  were  successful  in  bringing  over  a  thousand  parents  in  touch  with 
the  regular  school  work.  We  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  results 
that  we  shall  continue  it  during  the  coming  year. 

As  an  outcome  of  the  work  outlined  above,  we  gave  a  demonstra- 
tion at  the  County  Institute  of  reading,  story  telling  and  dramatiza- 
tion in  the  first,  second  and  third  grades,  using  twelve  different  pu- 
pils, many  of  whom  were  of  foreign  parentage.  The  members  of  the 
institute  seemed  to  consider  the  work  very  creditable,  and  we  are 
glad  to  give  the  credit  to  the  efficient  work  of  the  teachers  which 
made  this  showing  possible. 

While  we  have  done  nothing  revolutionary  in  the  way  of  revising 
our  course  of  study,  we  have  gradually  made  a  number  of  changes 
which  have  in  many  ways  led  to  new  methods  and  better  results.  In 
the  matter  of  spelling — that  old  bug-beer  in  so  many  schools — we 
have  put  new  life  into  the  work  by  requiring  about  three-fourths  of 
all  the  exercises  to  consist  of  writing  words  in  sentences.  Both 
teachers  and  pupils  find  the  work  more  interesting  and  the  pupils 
not  only  learn  to  spell  better  by  having  some  definite  association  for 
each  word;  but  we  have  also  noticed  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
ability  of  the  pupil  to  express  himself  in  concise  clear  sentences  in 
both  oral  and  written  work. 
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In  connection  with  arithmetic  work,  all  grades  above  the  first  have 
a  rapid  calculation  period  of  five  minutes  each  day  immediately 
after  the  noon  recess.  In  addition  to  this  all  grades  above  the  fourth 
are  required  to  have  a  period  each  day  in  which  tbey  are  given  for 
oral  analysis  problems  similar  to  the  ones  they  are  using  in  their 

written  work. 

An  innovation  which  has  proven  very  helpful  is  what  we  call  the 
"Short  Answer  Test."  These  are  given  in  all  subjects  frequently  by 
the  teacher,  and  occasionally  by  the  superintendent ;  and  usually  oc- 
cupy only  a  few  mintes'  time.  The  primary  idea  is  to  make  sure 
that  in  connection  with  our  modern  methods  of  developing  the  vari- 
our  subjects  and  presenting  them  in  an  attractive  way  we  are  also 
impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the  pupils  the  limited  number  of 
fundamental  facts  which  are  indispensable  to  their  future  develop- 
ment and  success.  In  this  connection  we  have  been  pleased  to  note 
that  the  pupils  have  improved  wonderfully  in  accuracy  and  quickness 
of  thought  as  well  as  in  the  remembering  of  facts. 

It  may  be  that  some  who  read  this  report  will  be  interested  in 
knowing  our  attitude  towards  examinations.    We  have  not  abandoned 
formal  examinations  in  any  way.    Twice  each  year  every  pupil  from 
the  first  grade  up  is  given  a  thorough  examination  in  every  subject  on 
questions  or  directions  furnished  by   the   superintendent.     Papers 
are  marked,  records  made,  reports  given  and  summaries  tabulated  in 
the  good,  old-fashioned  way.    The  difference  lies  in  the  use  we  make 
of  these  various  reports  and  records.     We  consider  them  of  great 
value  as  supplementary  evidence  but  do  not  depend  upon  them  as  the 
principal  or  most  important  authority  governing  our  promotions; 
nor  do  we  find  it  necessary  to  hold  them  over  our  teachers'  heads  as 
a  club  in  order  to  secure  good  work.    Our  teachers,  relieved  of  the 
odium  of  being  judged  wholly  or  largely  by  statistics,  have  shown  in- 
creased enthusiasm  in  bringing  all  their  pupils  up  to  the  best  pos- 
sible point  of  efficiency  in  real  development  as  expressed  in  action 
and  attitude  as  well  as  on  paper. 

One  other  thing  which  has  worked  to  good  advantage  is  the  short- 
ening of  the  course  in  a  number  of  subjects  particularly  history.  We 
have" often  observed  that  children  who  are  really  interested  will  de- 
vour a  book  in  a  single  day  Which  equals  in  amount  of  material  a 
school  text  on  which  they  are  expected  to  spend  an  entire  term.  A  lit- 
tle experimenting  satisfied  us  that  all  our  children  will  get  more  out 
of  some  things  by  spending  less  time  with  them,  paradoxical  as  it 
may  seem.  So  that  now  some  of  our  grades  pass  far  better  examina- 
tions in  history,  physiology  and  geography  by  simply  reading  it  with 
the  teachers  one  day  a  week  and  visiting  on  the  subject  together  a 
few  minutes  each  day,  than  they  did  when  an  entire  period  was  de- 
voted to  its  formal  study  every  day.    Correlated  with  this  work,  we  do 
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a  large  amount  of  supplementary  reading.  Every  grade  above  the 
first  lias  a  new  supplementary  reader  every  month;  and  we  try  to 
select  such  readers  as  will  not  only  give  the  children  valuable  in- 
formation, but  will  first  of  all  appeal  strongly  to  their  "age"  in- 
interest.  A  great  many  of  these  books  are  not  readers  at  all,  but 
are  good  story  books  in  which  the  children  take  special  delight.  I 
consider  this  plan  largely  responsible  for  the  fact  that  a  great  ma- 
jority of  our  pupils,  though  many  of  them  are  of  foreign  parentage, 
read  with  such  a  natural,  easy  expression  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  lis- 
ten to  them. 

Regarding  our  high  school,  I  would  say  that  this  has  been  a  year 
of  waiting.  On  account  of  not  having  sufficient  accommodations,  the 
school  has  been  divided  into  two  sections:  The  seniors  and  juniors 
reciting  from  8  o'clock  to  12  and  the  sophomores  and  freshmen  from 
1  o'clock  to  5.  Although  laboring  under  this  handicap  we  feel  that 
good  work  has  been  done,  due  entirely  to  the  earnest  effort  and  un- 
tiring spirit  of  our  excellent  high  school  faculty.  We  graduated  a 
class  of  fourteen,  by  far  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school ;  and, 
best  of  all,  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  of  these  will  enter  college  this  fall. 
Like  all  new  towns  we  have  missed  .the  encouraging  influence  of  a 
large  body  of  alumni,  only  two  of  the  thirty-five  former  graduates 
having  entered  college.  We  trust  that  the  record  made  by  the  class 
of  '14  will  be  equalled  or  surpassed  by  all  the  classes  of  the  future. 
Our  new  high  school  building  has  been  mentioned  above.  This  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  about  the  beginning  of  the  new  school  year. 

Much  credit  is  due  our  board  of  directors  for  their  far-sightedness 
in  providing  a  building,  modern  in  every  detail,  which  will  make  a 
splendid  home  for  our  high  school  for  years  to  come. 

They  have  already  adopted  a  plan  for  the  organization  of  a  junior 
high  school  for  students  who  have  passed  the  sixth  grade.  This  will 
be  cared  for  by  four  expert  teachers  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  high 
school  building,  and  these  students  will  be  given  many  of  the  oppor- 
tunities afforded  the  students  of  the  senior  high  school. 

For  the  past  two  years  we  have  been  using  a  cadet  teacher  fur- 
nished by  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  to  take  charge  of  two  high 
school  classes  a  day  not  provided  for  by  our  regular  corps  of  teach- 
ers. We  have  found  this  arrangement  very  satisfactory  and  feel 
indebted  to  the  University  for  assisting  us  in  this  way,  and  for  the 
many  good  ideas  and  helpful  suggestions  which  have  been  brought  to 
us  through  this  system. 

I  close  this  report  with  an  expression  of  sincere  gratitude  to  all 
the  various  forces  which  have  combined  so  splendidly  in  making  the 
school  year  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 


No.  6. 


ARCHBALD.  191 


ARCHBALD— William  A.  Kelly. 


Archbald  schools  closed  on  May  29th  with  a  nine  month  term. 
The  school  term  was  most  successful  from  an  educational  standpoint. 
The  teachers  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  give  to  the  children 
under  their  charge  the  best  that  was  possible.     Teachers'  meetings 
were  held  monthly;  part  of  the  meetings  being  given  to  criticisms 
by  the  superintendent,  the  remainder  of  the  time  being  given  to 
professional   reading   and   study.     Many   of   our   teachers  have   ac- 
quired the  summer  school  habit  which  is  the  best  they  might  possess 
for  their  own  advancement  in  their  chosen  profession.     The  enroll- 
ment of  pupils  did  not  reach  our  expectations,  nor  did  the  percent- 
age of  attendance,  due  to  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough.     Otherwise 
it  was  one  of  our  most  successful  sessions.     The  high  school  made 
a  particularly  good  showing,  graduating  the  largest  class  in  its  his- 
tory.    The  class  consisted  of  six  male  and  thirteen  female  members. 
The  work  has  been  uniformly  satisfactory,  the  graduates  being  suc- 
cessful in  the  various  positions  taken.     The  most  pleasing  feature 
was  the  manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Control  administered  the  laws 
under  the  School  Code,  most  pleasing  in  disposition  and  granting  all 
concessions  of  benefit  to  the  teachers  and  to  the  district. 


ASHLAND— T.  E.  Garber. 


The  school  year  closed  May  29,  and  the  teachers  for  the  coming 
year  have  been  elected.  The  principal  of  the  high  school  and  two  of 
his  assistants  received  increased  salaries. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  about  1,200,  100  of  whom  were  in 
the  high  school.  The  average  percentage  of  attendance  in  all  the 
schools  for  the  year  was  92%.  The  attendance  in  the  grades  is  not 
nearly  what  it  should  be.  Too  many  children  are  detained  at  home 
for  so  called  "urgent  reasons"  and  it  is  a  difficult  proposition  for  us 
to  determine  when  such  reasons  are  justifiable.  We  have  tried 
through  the  press,  the  children,  and  by  personal  calls,  to  educate 
the  parents  to  realize  the  importance  of  regular  attendance,  but  the 


192  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc 

results  are  not  as  apparent  as  we  would  like  them  to  be.  Poverty 
caused  by  poor  wages,  mismanagement,  and  intoxicants,  is  one  of 
the  reasons  for  irregular  attendance,  but  it  is  not  the  only  reason. 

Nearly  all  of  our  pupils  received  a  whole  or  partial  promotion, 
and  64,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  our  schools,  were  promoted  to 
the  high  school.  Most  of  these  will  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. 

Our  high  school  next  year  will  number  about  145,  larger  than  ever 
before.  The  large  attendance  is  perhaps  due  to  the  advantages  of  a 
commercial  course.  Due  to  the  transition  from  the  three  to  a  four- 
year  course,  only  four  pupils  finished  the  new  four-year  course. 
But  next  year  there  will  be  about  29  in  our  senior  class.  Chemistry 
will  be  added  to  the  course,  and  commercial  law  will  be  introduced 
in  the  commercial  department. 

Realizing  the  value  of  drawing  as  an  accomplishment  for  every 
pupil  to  have,  and  feeling  that  we  were  unable  to  afford  the  services 
of  a  regularly  employed  supervisor  of  the  subject,  we  engaged  Miss 
Edna  Weidman,  supervisor  of  drawing  in  the  schools  of  Shenandoah, 
to  meet  our  teachers  every  three  weeks,  twelve  times  during  the  year, 
and  instruct  them  in  the  work  to  be  presented  in  the  following  weeks. 
We  met  in  the  high  school  auditorium  on  Friday  evenings  from  7  to 
9.  The  teachers  became  interested  in  the  work,  appreciated  the  op- 
portunity presented  by  our  board,  and  made  rapid  progress  in  the 
work.  On  Patrons'  Day  hundreds  of  proud  parents  and  friends  in- 
spected the  work  on  exhibition  in  the  different  rooms  and  spoke  highly 
of  the  results  accomplished  by  our  teachers.  The  experiment  has 
proven  uniformly  successful  and  will  be  continued  during  the  com- 
ing year. 

A  regulation  put  on  our  books  last  year  requiring  every  teacher  to 
visit  schools  two  days  during  the  year  has  proved  a  benefit.  The 
board  provided  and  paid  a  substitute  during  the  absence  of  the  regu- 
lar teacher  but  the  teacher  herself  paid  her  traveling  expenses.  The 
time  and  place  of  visiting  was  determined  by  the  superintendent. 
Written  reports  were  required  of  the  teachers  and  much  lasting  good 
has  resulted. 

Because  a  number  of  our  rooms  were  over-crowded,  and  also  be- 
cause in  all  of  these  rooms  there  were  pupils  who  needed  more  per- 
sonal attention  than  they  were  receiving,  we  opened  in  the  month  of 
February,  a  special  room  for  exceptional  children.  The  school  was 
conducted  in  one  end  of  the  town  in  the  forenoon  and  at  the  other 
end  of  the  town  in  the  afternoon.  The  half  day  in  which  they  were 
not  in  the  special  school  they  recited  in  their  regular  classes.  The 
school  was  continued  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  and  although 
we  are  sure  that  some  good  was  accomplished  the  time  was  too  short 
to  determine  the  full  amount  of  help  that  was  given  by  this  plan. 
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Several  of  our  teachers  will  spend  part  of  their  vacation  at  some 
summer  school.  Millersville,  State  College,  and  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  are  schools  which  will  have  some  of  our  teachers.  I 
expect  to  attend  Columbia  University  summer  school. 


BANGOR— J.  W.  Gruver. 


The  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  and 
in  most  respects  encouraging. 

Our  schools  opened  September  1,  1913  and  closed  June  1,  1914, 
thus  completing  another  nine  months  term.  We  enrolled  during  the 
year,  1,154  children— 594  boys  and  560  girls.  The  percentage  of 
attendance  for  the  term  was  94%.  The  attendance  was  somewhat 
lowered  by  much  sickness  among  the  children.  A  number  of  our 
teachers  also  suffered  likewise,  which  hampered  us  to  a  certain  extent 
in  our  work. 

One  of  the  chief  problems  that  we  are  aiming  to  solve  from  year 
to  year  is  how  to  reach  a  greater  number  of  those  children  who  leave 
school  permanently  from  the  fifth  grade  up.  Many  of  these  children, 
influenced  by  their  parents,  anxiously  await  their  fourteenth  birth- 
day that  they  may  receive  a  labor  certificate.  The  mills  in  our  vi- 
cinity are  continually  bidding  for  such  labor  for  which  they  pay  a 
few  cents  per  day.  This  creates  a  desire  on  the  part  of  those  parents, 
who  value  dollars  and  cents  above  education  and  lifelong  happiness, 
to  put  their  children  to  work  at  this  early  age. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  rigidly  enforced,  and  after 
both  pupils  and  their  parents  realized  that  there  was  no  escape  from 
the  requirements  of  the  law,  we  had  very  little  trouble  in  having 
the  children  attend  school  regularly,  and  did  not  become  necessary  to 
legally  proceed  against  any  parents  during  the  year. 

We  are  now  able  to  offer  two  complete  four  year  courses  in  our 
high  schools— a  classical  and  a  commercial  course.  The  work  done 
in  the  commercial  department  is  very  much  appreciated  by  our  cit- 
izens, and  from  year  to  year  our  business  men  look  forward  to 
procuring  our  graduates  for  work  in  their  offices.  This  makes  the 
commercial  course  the  more  popular  course  and  we  have  trouble  in 
getting  many  pupils  and  their  parents  to  see  the  value  of  a  classical 
education. 

13_6_ 1914 
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After  years  of  waiting,  we  rejoice  that  music  and  drawing  were 
added  to  our  curriculum  for  the  first  time.  Our  children  like  to 
sing  and  a  foundation  for  good  work  in  music  has  been  laid.  The 
same  has  likewise  been  done  in  drawing. 

This  year  we  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  G.  A.  R.  and  S.  of 
V.  to  take  part  in  their  annual  exercises  on  Memorial  Day.  With 
few  exceptions,  the  teachers  and  pupils  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the 
occasion  and  turned  out  eight  hundred  strong  to  take  part  in  the 
parade.  We  feel  very  proud  to  say  that  our  progressive  Board  of 
Education  were  all  present  and  took  their  places  at  the  head  of  the 
school  division,  thus  giving  the  children  an  example  of  patriotism 
and  loyalty  to  their  country's  flag.  After  the  parade,  exercises 
appropriate  to  the  occasion,  were  held  in  the  grove  near  the  school 
buildings. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  adoption  of  "The  Palmer  Method  of 
Business  Writing"  last  year  has  brought  us  good  results.  All  of 
our  teachers  took  the  course  of  writing  and  about  50%  of  them  have 
received  diplomas  from  the  Palmer  school  of  writing.  By  persistent 
effort  on  our  part,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  give  our  children  the  power 
to  write  a  good  hand  speedily  and  legibly  at  the  same  time. 

A  class  of  eighteen  boys  and  girls  was  graduated  from  our  high 
school  at  the  end  of  the  term.  Several  of  these  have  declared  their 
intention  to  enter  college  at  the  beginning  of  next  term  while  others 
expect  to  attend  a  normal  school  and  prepare  for  teaching. 

We  followed  the  custom  established  last  year  of  having  class  day 
exercises  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  high  school  building.  This  new 
feature  at  the  close  of  the  term  seems  to  be  highly  appreciated  by 
our  good  people  and  bids  fair  to  become  an  annual  exercise. 

Our  annual  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  St.  John's  Re- 
formed Church.  In  addition  to  the  usual  orations  and  essays  by 
members  of  class,  Dr.  H.  M.  J.  Klein  of  the  Department  of  History 
in  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  delivered  the  commencement  ad- 
dress to  the  class. 

Dr.  Klein  proved  himself  a  very  able  speaker  and  his  address  was 
forceful  and  very  much  appreciated  by  all  present,  especially  by  the 
graduating  class,  to  whom  he  gave  very  valuable  advice. 

A  valuable  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  renovating  of  the 
school  building.  Drinking  fountains  were  placed  in  all  the  rooms 
and  the  use  of  the  old  germ-laden  tin  cup  was  discarded.  Much  of 
the  successful  work  done  for  our  schools  is  due  to  our  progressize 
board  of  directors  composed  of  the  best  citizens  of  our  borough. 
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BEAVER  FALLS— Clyde  0.  Green. 


The  opening  of  a  night  school  this  year  was  a  progressive  step,  and 
one  which  I  believe  was  approved  by  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
community.  More  than  300  were  enrolled  in  the  free  night  school, 
and  forty  in  the  night  school  for  foreign  men  over  21  years  of  age. 
The  foreign  schol  was  maintained  without  any  cost  to  the  tax  payers, 
a  fee  covering  the  cost  of  instruction  and  supplies  being  paid  by  the 
men  in  attendance. 

We  aimed  to  make  the  work  of  the  night  school  very  practical  in 
its  nature.  Only  those  subjects  and  topics  were  taught  which  we  con- 
sidered of  immediate  value  to  the  learner.  Theory  was  reduced  to  a 
minimum  and  practice  emphasized  at  every  point. 

We  regret  to  say  that  about  50%  of  those  who  enrolled  did  not 
seem  to  have  sufficient  ambition  to  continue  their  work  until  the  close 
of  the  term.  A  few  of  these  apparently  did  not  enroll  with  the  right 
purpose  in  view.     These  undesirables  were  soon  eliminated. 

Great  interest  was  shown  by  the  men  and  boys  employed  in  the 
shops  as  machinists.  Many  of  these  faithfully  pursued  a  course  in 
mechanical  drawing.  This  class  suggests  the  possibility  of  adopting 
a  definite  vocational  course  next  year  in  co-operation  with  some  of  the 
factories  of  the  community. 

Does  night  school  pay?  The  answer  is  plain  to  the  man  who  has 
sufficient  breadth  of  mind  and  depth  of  character  to  take  a  community 
view  of  such  questions.  It  is  true  that  it  costs  something.  So  does 
every  other  valuable  thing.  Does  public  education  in  general  pay? 
The  verdict  of  civilization  is  in  the  affirmative. 

In  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  we  are  pleased  to  say 
without  compromising  our  own  conscience,  we  are  earnestly  endeav- 
oring to  vitalize  the  work  of  the  schools.     To  say  that  "all  learning  is 
practical"  is  only  begging  the  question.     Our  earthly  existence  is  too 
brief  and  the  battle  for  success  too  serious  for  boys  and  girls  to  be 
permitted  to  load  their  minds  with  information  without  a  very  care- 
ful consideration  of  their  life  needs.     The  fallacy  that  mere  "hard 
work"  is  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  training  of  a  boy's  mind  is  a 
relic  of  pedagogical  barbarism  and  has  no  place  in  the  modern  school. 
The  idea  suggested  in  the  practice  of  some  teachers  that  "anything  is 
good  for  a  boy  as  long  as  he  doesn't  like  it"  is  due  tf>  the  undemon- 
strated,  and  we  believe  undemonstrable,  theory  of  fortoal  mental  dis- 
cipline.    The  vitalization  of  our  educational  activities  does  not,  as 
some  good  people  will  argue,  have  a  sordid  tenden<y.     Instead  of 
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enslaving  the  mind,  it  liberates  it.  Instead  of  coddling  a  student, 
it  makes  him  a  logical  and  independent  thinker. 

We  have  no  quarrel  with  the  man  who  is  conducting  a  private 
institution  of  learning  and  who  chooses  to  maintain  what  he  is 
pleased  to  call  a  high  standard  by  the  process  of  elimination.  We  do 
object  emphatically,  however,  to  such  a  policy  in  public  school  admin- 
istration. The  public  schools  exist  for  the  mental,  moral,  and  so- 
cial uplift  of  all  the  people,  and  are  maintained  by  the  State  for  its 
self  preservation.  In  a  democracy  there  should  be  no  aristocratic 
tendencies  in  public  institutions.  Preparation  for  efficiency  in  phy- 
sical service  merits  the  same  dignity  as  mental  training. 

While  a  mere  beginning  has  been  made  in  this  phase  of  our  work, 
we  trust  that  in  the  very  near  future  the  people  of  this  community 
may  be  thoroughly  awakened  to  the  possibilities  of  vocational  train- 
ing. The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  stands  ready  to  render 
liberal  financial  assistance  for  vocational  training  just  as  soon  as 
the  citizens  of  this  and  other  communities  show  their  willingness  to 
accept  it  under  proper  conditions. 

This  community  needs  a  distinctively  vocational  school.  Such  an 
institution  can  be  established  for  $25,000 ;  and  while  it  is  not  practi- 
cable to  secure  such  an  amount  by  taxation  there  are  two  sources 
from  which  it  might  come.  First:  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe 
that  there  are  a  few  public  spirited  citizens  of  means  in  Beaver 
Falls  who  would  be  willing  to  make  liberal  contributions  to  such  a 
cause.  Secondly:  there  are  several  manufacturing  establishments  in 
the  community  which  could  furnish  sufficient  money  to  build  and 
equip  such  an  institution  with  financial  profit  to  themselves.  Ma- 
chinists, draftsmen,  chemists,  clerks,  and  others  could  be  permitted 
to  attend  this  school  part  time  and  thereby  increase  their  efficiency. 
During  the  past  year  about  thirty  men  and  boys  from  the  factories 
took  an  elementary  course  in  drafting  in  our  night  school.  One  em- 
ployer offered  a  cash  premium  to  all  of  his  employes  who  attended 
night  school. 

The  two  years'  Special  Industrial  Course  which  we  have  been 
maintaining  in  connection  with  high  school  has  already  justified  its 
existence  if  we  accept  the  testimony  of  the  large  number  of  boys  and 
girls  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  course. 

I  believe  that  we  are  justified  in  saying  that  in  some  respects  at 
least  the  past!  year  has  been  an  unusually  successful  one  for  the 
Beaver  Falls  public  schools.  A  spirit  of  harmony  prevailed  among 
the  teachers,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  home  with  the  school  was 
encouraging  at  all  times.  The  progressive  and  public  spirited  poli- 
cies of  the  board  as  a  unit  and  the  unselfish  devotion  of  the  indivi- 
dual members  o  the  best  interests  of  the  children  of  the  community, 
has  made  it  pssible  for  us  to  press  forward  toward  the  best  that 
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there  is  in  public  education.     Such  conditions  do  not  exist  in  every 
school  system,  but  they  are  essential  to  real  success. 

I  desire  to  express  my  personal  appreciation  of  all  the  factors 
which  have  contributed  to  the  successful  operation  of  the  public 
schools  of  Beaver  Falls  during  the  past  year,  and  especially  of  the 
courtesies  extended  by  the  State  Department. 


BETHLEHEM— William  G.  Cleaver. 


The  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  Bethlehem  schools  has  for  several 
vears  shown  a  steady  increase,  the  total  attendance  this  year  being 
2  291  This  is  an  increase  of  130  pupils  over  last  year,  the  per  cent, 
of  increase  being  5.7.  In  the  high  school  the  enrollment  was  359, 
an  increase  of  16,  or  4.7  per  cent.  The  elementary  course  of  study 
was  successfully  completed  by  122  pupils,  which  indicates  a  large 
increase  in  the  enrollment  of  the  first  year  class  of  the  high  school 
next  year.  The  high  school  graduates  this  year  numbered  55,  of 
whom  18  expect  to  continue  their  work  in  other  institutions. 

One  new  sixth  grade  room  was  opened,  and  one  teacher  was  added 
to  the  high  school  faculty.  While  there  was  no  serious  overcrowd- 
ing, every  available  schoolroom  in  the  district  is  now  occupied.  The 
problem 'of  providing  additional  facilities  must  receive  immediate 
attention,  and  it  is  hoped  that  such  a  study  will  be  possible  as  to 
result  in  the  adoption  of  a  definite  program  governing  the  erection 
of  buildings  and  additions. 

The  second  year  of  manual  training  showed  progress  in  this  line 
of  work.  We  hope  to  extend  this  work  to  lower  grades  and  to 
broaden  its  scope  in  the  grammar  grades  and  the  high  school.  In 
music  and  drawing  the 'results  have  been  good.  The  work  of  the 
choruses  during  commencement  week  and  the  various  exhibits- 
drawing,  sewing  and  manual  training— were  highly  commended.  The 
lady  teachers  of  grades  VII  and  VIII  deserve  special  credit  for  their 
interest  and  the  success  with  which  they  carried  on  the  work  in  sew- 
ing without  supervisory  assistance. 

In  general  the  year  has  been  a  successful  one.  There  has  been 
a  good  spirit  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  pupils  and  parents.  Al- 
though the  compulsory  law  was  strictly  enforced,  no  prosecution  was 
necessary  during  the 'term,  and  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the 
entire  term  was  92.     Teachers  have  given  their  best  efforts  and  a 
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number  have  taken  courses  at  our  best  summer  schools  to  fit  them- 
selves more  perfectly  for  their  work.  A  successful  university  exten- 
sion course  was  conducted  in  the  high  school  and  a  large  number  of 
the  teachers  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  for  further  in- 
struction. 

Since  the  last  report  from  this  district  Bethlehem  has  enrolled 
itself  among  the  towns  that  support  summer  playgrounds  for  the 
children  of  smaller  growth.  One  ground  was  opened  in  1913  with  a 
full  equipment  of  swings,  slides,  seesaws,  sand  boxes,  and  the  other 
approved  forms  of  apparatus.  Story-telling  and  industrial  work 
were  given  due  attention.  Plans  are  being  formed  to  open  a  second 
playground  during  the  present  vacation  period. 


BRADDOCK— F.  C.  Steltz. 


Monday,  September  1,  1913,  marked  the  beginning  of  the  second 
school  year  under  my  supervision. 

The  enrollment  this  year  showed  2,374  pupils  in  the  grades  and  175 
in  the  high  school  or  a  grand  total  of  2,549.  Of  this  number  28  were 
non-resident  or  tuition  pupils,  17  coming  to  our  high  school  from  the 
adjoining  borough  of  Rankin.  Every  available  room  in  the  borough 
was  put  to  use  which  demonstrated  very  forcibly  to  our  Board  of 
Education  that  a  new  high  school  building  was  a  necessity. 

Mid  year  promotions  were  inaugurated  in  the  grades  during  the 
year  and  we  hope  to  extend  this  plan  through  the  high  school  during 
the  coming  year. 

The  schools  of  the  towns  of  this  busy  valley  are  made  up  of  a 
heterogenous  mass  of  children,  consequently,  we  have  much  to  con- 
tend against  in  fitting  all  the  children  to  a  given  course  of  study. 
It  is  our  aim,  therefore,  to  work  with  the  child  in  mind  only  and  in 
this  we  have  the  hearty  support  and  co-operation  of  a  loyal  corps 
of  principals  and  teachers  backed  by  a  progressive  school  board. 

The  struggle  of  the  foreign  born  boys  and  girls  or  those  coming 
from  homes  in  which  one  or  both  parents  are  foreign  born  is  made 
apparent  when  one  observes  how  these  children  strive  to  learn  the 
English  language  first  before  they  can  fit  into  the  regularly  out- 
lined work  of  the  curriculum,  yet  with  all  this,  we  find  them  making 
remarkable  progress. 
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The  following  statistics  compiled  in  December,  1913,  will  serve  to 
show  what  our  problem  is  along  these  lines: — 
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In  order  that  the  parents  of  this  borough  might  become  more  vit- 
ally interested  in  the  work  of  our  schools,  community  meetings  were 
arranged  for  in  each  building  throughout  the  year.  In  order  that 
these  meetings  might  prove  to  be  of  the  most  value  we  secured  a  com- 
plete set  of  stereographs  and  stereoscopes  together  with  lantern 
slides  manufactured  by  the  Keystone  View  Company  of  Meadville, 

Pa. 

The  plan  as  worked  out  by  us  was  to  have  the  pupils  of  a  grade 
study  a  subject  in  geography,  history  or  whatever  else  was  deemed 
fitting,  with  the  aid  of  the  sterescope  and  stereograph,  until  they 
were  thoroughly  familiar  with  it.  The  parents  of  the  pupils  of  that 
particular  room  were  then  invited  to  come  to  the  building  on  a  given 
evening  when  the  same  views  were  thrown  on  a  screen  by  means  of 
a  lantern  and  the  pupils  themselves  described  the  pictures,  much  to 
the  delight  of  the  fathers  and  mothers. 

Eighty-two  eighth  grade  pupils  were  examined  for  admission  to 
high  school.  We  are  pleased  to  report  every  one  as  having  passed 
very  creditably. 

A  careful  study  of  retardation  was  made  during  the  year.  Binet 
tests  were  applied  to  several  pupils.  Two  psychological  clinics  were 
held  at  the  University  with  Braddock  children  during  the  year  and 
in  each  case  our  study  of  it  was  confirmed. 

Special  exercises  were  held  for  Washington's  and  Lincoln's  birth- 
days, Arbor  Day,  and  Peace  Day.  Flags  were  placed  in  every  school- 
room and  the  pupils  were  required  to  give  the  flag  salute  sometime 
during  every  day. 

Our  new  high  school  building  is  now  under  way  and  we  hope  to 
begin  work  on  it  on  January  1,  1915.  The  building  has  been  care- 
fully planned  and  will  be  a  model  in  every  respect.  The  funds  have 
been  supplied  by.  means  of  a  bond  issue  for  $213,000. 

High  school  athletics  were  given  excellent  support  during  the 
year  and  with  the  completion  of  our  new  building  which  is  provided 
with  an  excellent  gymnasium,  I  feel  sure  that  we  can  look  for  even 
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better  things.  One  noticeable  feature  was  the  fact  that  the  work 
in  athletics  was  not  confined  to  the  "team"  but  every  effort  was  made 
to  have  the  greatest  number  possible  participate  in  the  various 
phases  of  our  athletic  activities.  To  this-^nd  teams  were  organized 
from  among  the  four  classes,  the  boys  for  field  sports,  the  girls  for 
gymnasium  work.  Inter  class  games  were  arranged  and  friendly  riv- 
alry was  enjoyed  throughout  the  year. 

Our  high  school  pupils  provided  three  entertainments  during  the 
year.  The  first  was  held  on  Friday  evening,  January  30th  under  the 
auspices  of  the  literary  societies  when  a  neat  sum  was  realized  to  be 
devoted  to  athletics. 

On  Friday  evening,  February  20th,  the  Washington  and  Lincoln 
literary  societies  engaged  in  their  annual  contest  in  orations,  read- 
ings, debates  and  essays.  The  training  thus  received  proves  to  be 
of  inestimable  value  to  our  pupils.  This  contest  was  open  to  the  pub- 
lic and  drew  a  large  audience. 

As  a  fitting  climax  to  the  high  school  life  of  the  boys  and  girls  of 
the  senior  class,  "The  Deacon's  Second  Wife,"  a  three  act  comedy  was 
presented  on  Monday  evening,  May  25th.  After  all  expenses  were 
paid  the  net  proceeds  were  found  to  be  $122.25.  These  proceeds  are 
usually  distributed  part  to  the  Athletic  Association  and  part  to 
the  purchasing  of  a  class  memorial  to  be  left  in  the  high  school  build- 
ing. 

The  annual  commencement  was  held  Tuesday  evening,  May  26th, 
when  a  class  of  23  young  men  and  women  received  their  diplomas. 

A  100  per  cent,  enrollment  for  the  State  Educational  Association 
was  the  record  for  Braddock  teachers  this  year. 

Provision  is  made  in  our  borough  for  every  teacher  to  visit  a  cor- 
responding grade  or  department  in  some  other  system  of  schools. 

A  systematic  study  of  William  Hawley  Smith's  book,  "All  the 
Children  of  All  the  People"  was  taken  up  and  read  with  intense  in- 
terest by  all  the  grade  teachers.  The  high  school  teachers  studied 
Johnston's  "High  School  Education." 

A  Parent-Teacher  Association  was  organized  in  April  of  this  year 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  great  good  resulting  therefrom.  In 
the  organization  of  this  association  our  teachers  heartily  co-operated. 

In  making  up  the  several  committees  of  the  board,  the  president  of 
that  bodv  appointed  the  entire  board  as  a  teachers'  committee  thus 
bringing  all  the  directors  in  closer  touch  with  the  principals  and 
superintendent  when  acting  on  recommendations  of  teachers. 

Two  excellent  public  lectures  were  provided  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation during  the  year.  The  first  was  held  on  Tuesday,  December 
23rd .  when  Dr.  Charles  Eastman,  an  ex-chief  of  the  Sioux  Indians, 
spoke  to  the  school  children.  The  meeting  was  held  in  Carnegie 
Music  Hall  and  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity. 


No    6  BRADDOCK.  m 

y 
The  second  lecture  was  held  in  the  above  hall  on  Friday  evening, 
April  23rd,  when  "Captain  Jack"  Crawford  spoke  for  one  and  one 
half  hours  to  a  delighted  audience  which  again  taxed  the  capacity 
of  the  hall. 

For  this  wise  expenditure  of  money  our  Board  of  Education  is  to 
be  heartily  commended. 

By  direction  of  the  Board  of  Education  the  Superintendent  at- 
tended the  following  State  and  national  conventions  during  the  year: 
—The  "Welfare  and  Efficiency"  convention  at  Harrisburg  on  October 
27,  28  and  29.,  the  Allegheny  County  Directors  Association,  Decem- 
ber 13th  and  14th,  The  State  Education  Association  in  Pittsburgh, 
December  29,  30,  31  and  Jauary  1,  the  State  School  Directors  Conven- 
tion at  Harrisburg,  February  5th  and  6th,  The  Superintendence  De- 
partment of  the  N.  E.  A.  at  Kichmond,  February  21  to  28th. 

Two  delegates  to  the  Allegheny  County  Directors  Convention  rep- 
resented our  board.  Mr.  John  S.  Lowry,  vice  president  of  the  local 
board,  was  elected  to  represent  the  county  organization  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  State  School  Directors  Convention  at  Harrisburg,  Febru- 
ary 5th  and  6th.  Two  additional  delegates  from  the  local  board  were 
also  in  attendance  at  the  Harrisburg  meeting. 

Our  report  would  not  be  complete  without  referring  to  the  work  of 
the  efficient  secretary  of  our  school  board,  Mr.  S.  D.  Hamilton.  Our 
voucher  system  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  district  has  been 
highly  commended  by  the  auditors  each  year. 

As  a  new  departure  this  year  our  two  industrial  departments  held 
a  joint  exhibit  May  21st.  2,500  parents  and  friends  inspected  the 
work.  These  departments  have  now  become  firmly  established  and 
have  the  hearty  support  of  our  community. 

The  public  playground  work  in  this  borough  which  in  the  past 
has  so  successfully  been  conducted  by  the  civic  committee  of  the 
Woman's  Club  was  this  year  taken  over  by  the  school  authorities. 
A  daily  attendance  of  approximately  1,000  children  at  two  centers 
speaks  for  itself  as  to  its  popularity.  Classes  in  basketry,  sewing 
and  folk  dancing  were  conducted  and  very  creditable  work  shown  at 
the  annual  exhibit  held  at  the  close  pi  the  season. 

Seven  regular  instructors  and  a  special  supervisor  were  employed 
at  a  cost  of  $300. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Edgar  Thompson  Works  of  the  Car- 
negie Steel  Company  very  valuable  apparatus  was  secured  this  year 
without  cost  to  the  district.  In  addition  to  this,  the  superintendent 
of  the  above  works,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Dinkey,  personally  furnished  free 
moving  pictures  of  an  educational  nature  two  evenings  each  week  for 
a  period  of  eight  weeks.  These  pictures  were  shown  in  the  open  at 
one  of  our  school  buildings  located  in  the  section  of  the  town  known 
as  the  foreign  quarter. 
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On  Friday  preceeding  Memorial  Day  a  committee  representing  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Kepublic  visited  all  the  schools. 

Medical  inspection  has  again  demonstrated  its  value  this  year  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  parents  are  taking  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
physical  welfare  of  their  children.  Four  examiners  were  employed  at 
an  expense  of  $448  to  the  district. 

Our  aim  has  been  to  give  school  affairs  as  much  publicity  as  pos- 
sible, to  this  end  we  made  arrangements  with  our  local  daily  paper  to 
furnish  them  with  school  notes  for  publication  every  Saturday.  In 
these  notes  we  called  attention  to  all  visits  made  by  parents  and  di- 
rectors, proceedings  of  all  school  board  meetings,  extracts  from  bul- 
letins from  the  State  Department,  especially  from  the  State  Board 
of  Education,  and  from  the  bulletins  sent  out  by  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Education.  This  feature  has  met  with  the  hearty 
approval  of  the  patrons. 

School  rooms  never  have  too  many  good  pictures  hence  we  ac- 
cepted the  offer  of  the  Elson  Art  Company  to  conduct  an  exhibit  of 
an  excellent  collection  of  educational  pictures.  The  price  of  admis- 
sion was  ten  cents  and  from  this  exhibit  we  realized  $182,  after  ex- 
penses were  paid  the  balance  was  used  in  purchasing  framed  pictures 
to  be  distributed  among  the  four  buildings  under  our  supervision. 

Fire  drills  are  held  twice  every  month.  Excellent  order  prevails 
in  conducting  these  drills.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  aim  not  for 
speed  but  rather  for  safety.  The  time  required  to  empty  a  sixteen 
room  building  is  usually  one  minute  and  ten  seconds  although  55 
seconds  has  been  recorded  in  one  or  two  drills. 

132  employment  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year.  We  feel 
the  need  of  a  revision  of  this  act  since,  as  the  law  now  stands,  a  boy 
or  girl  oftentimes  secures  a  certificate  before  the  sixth  grade  is 
reached.  Our  suggestion  is  that  they  should  be  required  to  have  at 
least  a  sixth  grade  education. 

Each  year  finds  us  more  and  more  in  need  of  evening  schools.  This 
is  one  need  of  our  community  that,  up  to  this  time,  has  received 
little  or  no  attention.  We  are  hoping  to  be  able  to  report  one  or  more 
such  schools  next  year. 

A  few  statistics  are  herewith  submitted.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
of  the  certificates  held  by  our  teaching  force  the  normal  diploma  is  in 
the  majority. 

No.  teachers  holding  Provisional  Certificates,  5 

No.  teachers  holding  Professional  Certificates, 13 

No.  teachers  holding  Permanent  Certificates,    14 

No.  teachers  holding  Normal  Diplomas, 22 

No.  teachers  holding  College  Provisional  Certificates,   ....  3 

No.  teachers  holding  College  Permanent,   4 

No.  teachers  holding  Special  Certificates,  , , , , 3 
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Visits  by  parents,    

Visits  by  directors,   * 

Visits  by  Superintendent,   * 

Visits  by  Music  Supervisor,   ■^ 

Visits  by  Drawing  Supervisor,   

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  for  the  success  of  the 
year,  thanks  are  due  to  a  wide  awake  and  efficient  board  of  directors, 
a  loyal  band  of  painstaking  teachers  and  an  interested  and  apprecia- 
tive public.  . 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  at  Harnsburg,  I  wish  to 
express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  aid  accorded  me  at  all  times. 


BRADFORD — E.  E.  Schermerhorn. 


Nothing  unusual  in  the  way  of  plan  or  method  was  attempted  dur- 
ing the  school  year  just  ended.  Particular  stress  was  laid  on  the 
fundamentals,  and  our  work  was  made  as  practical  as  possible  by 
bringing  out  the  relation  of  each  subject  to  the  every  day  affairs  of 
life.  From  our  point  of  view  the  high  standards  of  previous  years 
have  been  maintained,  and  commendable  progress  made. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  2,581— a  gain  of  108  over  the 
previous  year.  Our  high  school,  which  was  built  to  accommodate 
about  300  pupils,  now  has  an  enrollment  of  450,  and  we  expect  that 
the  freshman  class  next  year  will  number  not  less  than  200. 

In  view  of  these  conditions,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  our  Board  of 
Directors  has  planned  an  immediate  addition  to  the  present  building, 
which  will  give  us  the  necessary  class  rooms,  a  gymnasium,  and  a 
new  auditorium.  Plans  have  also  been  completed  for  a  new  building 
in  the  sixth  ward  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  structure  which 
has  become  unfit  for  use.  The  completion  of  these  projects  will  do 
much  toward  making  our  work  both  profitable  and  enjoyable. 

A  course  of  lectures  was  conducted  during  the  year  under  the  aus- 
pices of  high  school  which  proved  to  be  both  entertaining  and  in- 
structive. The  profits  of  the  course,  amounting  to  about  $150,  were 
used  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  class  trip  to  Washington. 
A  course  of  "health  lectures"  was  also  conducted,  under  the  com- 
bined auspices  of  the  school  board  and  the  McKean  County  Medical 
Association. 
14 
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During  the  year  our  teachers  made  a  critical  study  of  "All  the 
children  of  all  the  people,"  by  W.  H.  Smith, — and  at  the  different 
grade  meetings  the  work  was  discussed. 

A  spirit  of  harmony  has  prevailed  among  all  those  connected  with 
the  administration  of  the  schools,  and  this  has  done  much  toward 
making  the  Avork  both  profitable  and  enjoyable. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  Assembly  Hall  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  June  4th,  when  sixty  young  men  and  women  received 
their  diplomas  from  Bradford  High  School.  The  interest  of  par- 
ents, and  the  citizens  in  general,  was  indicated  by  the  presence  of 
large  audiences  at  the  various  commencement  exercises. 


BRISTOL— Louise  D.   Baggs. 


The  schools  of  Bristol  borough  have  been  doing  steady  work  dur- 
ing the  term  which  closed  June  26,  1914.  The  teachers  have  worked 
faithfully  and  earnestly  and  have  lost  comparatively  little  time 
through  illness.  They  show  an  eager,  willing  spirit  to  study  the 
local  conditions  and  co-operate  with  the  school  board  and  superin- 
tendent in  meeting  the  problems  of  this  particular  district.  We  feel 
that  the  most  important  element  in  securing  good  results  is  to  have 
efficient  teachers  and  we  aim  to  do  that. 

But  like  many  other  places  one  of  the  difficult  problems  is  to 
secure  sufficient  revenue  to  conduct  the  schools  in  the  manner  de- 
manded at  the  present  day.  Comfortable  buildings,  heated,  lighted 
and  sanitary,  with  all  the  working  material  and  teaching  force  cost 
money.  Yet  no  one  desires  to  take  a  backward  step,  one  wants  each 
year  to  show  progress.  The  time  spent  at  summer  schools  by  the 
several  teachers  was  shown  in  their  broader  outlook  and  stronger 
grasp  of  their  subjects. 

One  encouraging  item  was  the  continued  attendance  at  higher 
schools  of  learning,  of  twenty  out  of  the  twenty-two  graduates  of 
the  class  of  1913.  Several  of  these  are  now  started  in  business  po- 
sitions, others  are  preparing  for  teachers. 

The  high  school  pupils,  teachers  and  parents  all  co-operated  heart- 
ily in  working  for  a  new  piano,  which  they  secured  in  March,  1914. 

The  class  of  1914  inaugurated  the  "Class  Trip"  instead  of  the  ac- 
customed class  night.  They  had  a  most  delightful  visit  to  Washing- 
ton.   The  president  of  the  school  board,  Mr.  William  V.  Leech,  added 
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very  greatly  to  their  pleasure  by  providing  a  parlor  car  for  them 
and  giving  them  one  evening  at  the  theatre.  They  acknowledged  his 
kindness  by  giving  him  a  reception  in  the  High  School  Auditorium 
after  their  return. 

Considerable  enthusiasm  in  athletics  was  developed  among  high 
school  boys.  They  succeeded  in  fitting  up  a  room  for  basketball 
and  other  sports.    We  hope  to  enlarge  that  work  next  year. 

The  school  board  continues  its  generous  support  to  the  school 
library  and  all  the  buildings  have  the  benefit  of  that.  The  two  play- 
grounds that  were  open  last  summer  in  school  yards  were  greatly 
appreciated.  These  were  not  under  the  direction  of  the  school 
board  but  the  latter  gave  them  hearty  support.  Some  of  the  teach- 
ers were  able  to  continue  the  direction  of  the  children's  play  during 
recess,  with  a  special  effort  to  help  them  physically.  Special  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  the  elementary  schools  and  we  are  aiming 
to  give  thorough  instruction  there.  The  retarded  child  is  receiving 
considerable  attention  and  we  hope  to  make  some  provision  for 
his  special  care. 


BUTLER  BOROUGH— John  A.   Gibson. 


When  one  has  no  exact  conception  of  his  audience  and  hence  is 
incapable  of  clearly  defining  in  his  own  thought  the  specific  inter- 
est of  that  audience,  it  becomes  a  difficult  task  to  present  a  message, 
even  if  the  message  is  real  and  subjectively  clamoring  for  expression. 
This  limitation  has  most  assuredly  presented  itself  to  any  super- 
intendent who  has  for  many  years  assayed  the  task  of  composing 
his  annual  contribution  to  the  State  report.  The  average  community 
has  a  stable  and  conservative  school  system.  Its  slow  evolution  has 
no  spectacular  phases  which  justify  the  use  of  space  in  an  imposing 
volume,  or  will  even  solicit  the  time  and  attention  of  the  interested 
professional,  let  alone  the  layman. 

These  truths  find  the  writer  weighing  the  facts  of  the  Butler 
schools  for  the  past  year  and  wondering  what  had  best  be  recorded. 
Growth  is  gradual,  yet  as  one  glances  back  over  the  period  of  23 
years  during  which  the  writer  has  been  associated  with  the  local 
schools,  it  becomes  evident  that  vast  changes  have  taken  place.  We 
graduate,  promote,  and  admit  our  classes  twice  each  year.     Our 
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June  graduating  class,  seventy  in  number,  equals  in  size  our  en- 
tire high  school  twenty-three  years  ago.     Out  total  graduates  for 
the  year  were  one  hundred.    We  admitted  to  the  high  school  during 
the  year  over  two  hundred  pupils,  a  greater  number  than  our  en- 
tire high  school  enrollment  six  years  ago.    These  figures  indicate  a 
growth  of  interest  in  education  much  greater  than  the  increase  of 
population  of  the  community.     The  expansion  of  the  curriculum  of 
the  high  school  to  meet  the  varied  demands  of  the  community  is  the 
mainspring  of  this  expanding  interest  in  higher  education.     It  has 
become  very  evident  that  the  average  prosperous  progressive  com- 
munity is  ready  and  anxious  to  increase  the  field  and  efficiency  of 
its  high  school  to  give  her  youth  the  greatest  possible  school  train- 
ing at  home.     Moreover,  they  are  perfectly  willing  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  such  educational  training  provided  only  that  it  is  admin- 
istered thoughtfully  and  honestly.     The  popular  support  accorded 
the  high  school  in  all  the  fields  of  its  endeavor  is  most  impressive  to 
one  who   recalls  how  tardily  public   sentiment  accepted  the  high 
school  as  a  public  institution  only  a  decade  ago.     School  men  have 
been  given  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  constructive  leadership.    The 
new  organization  of  the  public  school  system  of  the  State  has  given 
our  grand  old  State  an  educational  opportunity  of  the  highest  or- 
der.    We  school  men  need  the  highest  consecration  to  lofty  ideals 
and  good  common  sense  to  guide  us  aright  in  our  great  responsibili- 
ties.   Let  us  pray  for  wisdom  that  will  enable  to  take  our  next  step 
forward  in  such  manner  as  to  conserve  the  fundamental  educational 
value  of  the  old  regime,  and  at  the  same  time  add  to  our  resources 
all  that  is  to  be  won  in  the  newer  activities  of  vocational  training. 

A  specific  emphasis  to  our  local  work  the  past  year,  came  to  us 
from  an  extended  study  of  our  over-age  pupils.  An  examination  into 
the  underlying  causes  in  each  case  led  to  a  renewed  zeal  in  indi- 
vidual work  and  an  amelioration  of  the  bard  and  fixed  lines  of 
grouping  incident  to  any  system  of  grading.  The  results  of  our  ef- 
forts were  shown  in  the  fact  that  for  the  latter  half  of  the  year  we 
had  more  pupils  doing  double  work  than  failing.  In  all  school  work, 
nothing  is  more  important  than  a  constant  reconsecration  to  ultimate 
purpose.  It  is  so  easy  to  mistake  form  for  substance,  appearance 
for  reality,  symbol  for  entity,  method  for  process,  word  for  fact, 
stagnation  for  growth,  knowledge  for  wisdom,  device  and  method  for 
power,  means  for  end,  system  for  life. 
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CARBONDALE— P.  M.  Brennan. 


I  respectfully  submit  to  yotf  my  first  annual  report  of  conditions 
and  progress  of  the  public  schools  of  the  city  of  Carbondale  for  the 
school  year  1913-1914  as  follows: 

There  were  enrolled  in  the  elementary  grades  of  the  city  for  the 
year  ending  June  19,  1914,  1,540  males  and  1,566  females,  making  a 
total  of  3,106,  and  in  the  high  school  110  males  and  196  females, 
making  a  total  of  306,  or  a  grand  total  of  an  enrollment  of  3,412. 

The  average  attendance  of  males  was  1,326  and  females  1,420,  or  a 
total  of  2,746. 

The  average  percentage  of  attendance  was  80. 

The  number  of  pupils  perfect  in  attendance  during  term,  males 
52,  females  84,  total  136. 

There  remained  on  the  rolls  of  the  schools  at  the  close  of  the  term 
in  the  elementry  grades  2,676  pupils,  1,333  males  and  1,343  females. 
Of  this  number  1,140  males  and  1,224  females  were  promoted,  a  total 
of  2,264. 

There  were  retained  in  the  first  year  grade  for  better  preparation 
44  males  and  56  females,  or  a  total  of  100  pupils. 

Above  the  first  year  grade  98  males  and  114  females  or  a  total 
of  212  pupils  were  retained  for  better  preparation. 

There  remained  on  the  high  school  rolls  at  the  close  of  the  term  77 
males  and  121  females,  total  198. 

There  were  graduated  60  students,  18  males  and  42  females,  the 
largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  high  school. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  pupils  were  advanced  from  the  eighth 
and  ninth  grades  to  the  high  school,  73  males  and  89  females. 

The  prospective  attendance  in  the  high  school  for  the  coming  year 
is  372,  exclusive  of  non-resident  pupils. 

During  the  school  year  just  closed  we  had  26  non-resident  pupils, 
13  in  attendance  at  the  high  school  and  13  in  the  grades. 

Taking  the  enrollment  of  the  schools  at  the  close  of  the  year,  end- 
ing June  19th,  as  a  working  basis  for  the  coming  school  year,  we 
find  2,676  pupils  in  the  grades.  Of  this  number  we  promoted  into 
the  high  school  162,  leaving  an  enrollment  for  next  'September  of 
2,514,  1,260  males  and  1,254  females. 

A  conservative  estimate  of  the  numbers  of  beginners  or  primary 
pupils  will  be  in  round  numbers  about  450,  or  a  total  enrollment  in 
the  grades  of  2,964,  which  with  the  high  school  enrollment  of  372 
makes  a  total  of  3,336,  an  increase  of  222  over  September  of  last 
year. 
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One  of  the  problems  confronting  the  board  during  the  coming 
year  will  be  to  arrange  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school.  The 
present  high  school  building  is  uo  longer  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date the  students  who  are  applying  for  high  school  education. 

Our  schools  closed  a  nine  and  three-quarter  months  term  June  19th. 
The  closing  exercises  were  held  in  the  new  armory,  this  building 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  and  every  chair 
was  occupied  on  commencement  night. 

A  timely  address  to  the  graduates  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Elmer  W. 
Smith  of  Colgate  University,  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

The  music  for  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  the  High  School  Or- 
chestra, under  the  direction  of  the  musical  supervisor,  Prof.  Leon 
Bly.  Mr.  P.  J.  Boylan,  president  of  the  school  board,  presented  the 
diplomas. 


CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


Our  schools  closed  a  term  of  nine  and  one-half  months  June  12th. 
A  class  of  58  was  graduated  from  the  high  school.  Our  enrollment 
for  the  year  was  1,853.  Of  this  number,  322  were  in  the  high  school, 
593  were  in  the  grammar  grades,  and  938  were  in  the  primary  grades. 

Our  new  high  school  building  will  be  ready  for  use  early  in  the 
fall.  With  its  completion,  we  will  be  able  to  abandon  two  very 
old  buildings  illy  fitted  for  school  purposes. 

Medical  inspection  was  continued  during  the  year  with  good  re- 
sults. 


CARNEGIE— Thomas  J.  George. 


The  schools  of  Carnegie  during  the  past  year  have  made  splendid 
progress.  The  work  has  been  uniformly  good  and  the  results  quite 
satisfactory. 
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Teachers  are  more  interested  in  the  real  work  of  the  school  and 
deal  more  intelligently  with  the  individual  and  slow  pupil. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  taking  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
offered  by  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  This  is  having  a  marked 
effect  upon  their  work  in  the  classroom.  They  are  securing  higher 
grade  certificates  and  are  constantly  aiming  to  better  their  teaching 
ability. 

This  interest  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  is  bearing  fruit  with 
the  school  directors  and  better  equipment  is  being  furnished  and 
higher  salaries  paid  to  hold  deserving  teachers.  One  teacher  has 
been  increased  from  $65  a  month  a  few  years  ago  to  f 95,  and  others 
from  $75,  $80  and  $85  per  month  because  they  have  increased  their 
efficiency  of  service.  This  increase  to  the  deserving  few,  we  be- 
lieve, will  have  a  wholesome  effect  upon  our  teaching  body  and 
awaken  them  to  greater  earnestness  and  activity. 

The  enrollment,  apart  from  the  parochial  school,  reached  1,617 
children  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  1,357. 

We  have  a  large  number  of  foreigners  in  our  district  that  are 
frequently  changing  their  locations,  an  unfortunate  condition  for 
the  children  of  these  people  as  it  retards  their  progress.  Much  of 
their  school  year  is  lost  in  adjusting  themselves  to  new  environ- 
ments. Fully  one-third  of  our  school  population  is  made  up  of  the 
children  of  foreign  parentage.  Most  of  these  children  have  good 
native  ability  and  when  kept  in  school  regularly  make  marked  pro- 
gress. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  been  well  enforced.  Truancy 
has  been  reduced  practically  to  a  minimum.  Only  two  arrests  for 
noncompliance  and  truancy  were  made  during  the  year. 

Very  few  employment  certificates  were  issued  during  the  school 
year,  but  on  the  closing  day  there  was  a  great  demand  for  them  and 
77  were  issued  within  a  few  days.  Many  children  were  refused  these 
certificates  because  of  the  age  limit  and  educational  test. 

Apparently  the  law  should  permit  children  of  good  physique  to 
work  during  the  vacation  as  an  aid  in  forming  habits  of  honesty,  in- 
dustry and  thrift.  As  an  educator,  I  believe  that  children  should  be 
taught  these  virtues  early  in  life  and  that  the  law  should  permit 
them  to  work  within  reasonable  limits,  not  only  as  an  aid  to  deserv- 
ing parents,  but  to  promote  desirable  habits. 

Thirty  young  men  and  women  were  graduated  from  our  high  school 
on  June  19th.  Many  of  these  young  people  will  continue  their  edu- 
cation in  higher  institutions  and  some  will  return  to  our  high  school 
to  take  advantage  of  the  extra  year  which  the  four-year  course,  re- 
cently established  by  the  school  board,  provides. 

With  the  changes  from  a  three  to  a  four-year  course,  comes  the 
need  for  more  room.    This  is  being  provided  by  the  addition  of  four 
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rooms  to  our  present  high  school  building.  The  new  building  is 
also  providing  for  manual  training,  and  domestic  science,  physical 
and  chemical  laboratories  and  a  gymnasium.  We  have  taken  great 
pride  in  our  high  school  and  have  done,  we  feel,  exceptionally  strong 
work  in  our  three-year  course,  but  we  hope  with  the  extended  course 
and  more  complete  equipment,  to  far  surpass  the  work  of  former 

years. 

Ground  has  also  been  purchased  and  plans  drawn  for  the  erection 
of  a  grade  building  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the 
elementary  grades. 

Medical  inspection  is  in  the  care  of  two  skilled  physicians  and 
such  physical  defects  as  will  retard  the  progress  of  the  children  are 
brought  to  the  attention  of  parents,  but  in  a  great  many  cases  the  re- 
sults are  not  satisfactory.  Many  parents  are  careless  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  defective  children,  such  as  the  removal  of  adenoids,  en- 
larged tonsils  or  proper  treatment  of  the  eyes  and  ears.  Many  chil- 
dren are  doubtless  retarded  because  of  this  neglect.  We  believe  that 
the  State  should  provide  for  the  needy  and  enforce  proper  treat- 
ment by  the  careless  and  indifferent  parent. 


CHAMBERSBURG— Samuel  Gelwix. 


As  my  association  with  the  schools  of  Chambersburg  terminates 
with  the  close  of  the  present  session  I  will  display  no  egotism  by 
boasting  of  what  I  have  accomplished.  Fifty-six  years  ago,  when  a 
mere  boy,  I  took  charge  of  my  first  school.  Forty  of  these  years  have 
been  spent  in  this  borough,— ten  years  as  teacher  in  the  grades,  thir- 
teen years  as  principal  of  the  high  school  and  seventeen  years  as 
superintendent.  My  long  service  must  speak  for  itself.  I  ask  only 
that  my  shortcomings  may  be  covered  by  the  mantle  of  charity,  and 
that  the  good  T  have  done  may  manifest  itself  in  the  lives  of  the 
young  people  who  have  come  under  my  influence. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  consideration  I  have  always  enjoyed. 
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CHARLEROI— Thomas  L.  Pollock. 


The  Charleroi  schools  closed  a  very  successful  term  June  4,  1914. 
The  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  were  weU  pleased  with  the 
teachers'  work  and  re-elected  them  for  another  year.  The  teaching 
force  is  composed  of  forty-five  grade  and  eight  high  school  teach- 
ers who  are  well  prepared  for  their  work.  The  major  portion  of 
these  are  the  product  of  colleges  and  normal  schools. 

The  salaries  are  good  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  board  increased 
the  sum  of  the  salary  appropriation  almost  two  thousand  dollars  for 
the  year.  The  salary  schedule  adopted  recently  by  the  board  has 
proved  to  be  quite  an  improvement  over  the  former  hap-hazard  plan 
of  estimating  teachers'  salaries.  The  schedule  is  as  follows:  Forty 
dollars  is  paid  for  the  first  year;  forty-five  the  second;  fifty  the 
third,  after  the  third  year  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month  is 
added  each  year  until  the  maximum  salaries  of  sixty  dollars  in  the 
third,  fourth  and  fifth;  sixty-five  dollars  in  the  first,  second  and 
sixth;  eighty  dollars  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  have  been 
reached.  The  teaching  principals  receive  an  additional  ten  dollars 
per  month.  The  average  salary  paid  to  the  grade  teachers  is  sixty 
dollars  and  high  school,  one  hundred  three  dollars. 

The  school  enrollment  consists  of  two  thousand  one  hundred 
eighty-six  pupils.  A  great  many  of  this  number  are  of  foreign  par- 
entage. The  issuing  of  a  large  number  of  employment  certificates 
during  the  year  shows  the  constant  demand  of  mills  and  factories  for 
child  labor  in  our  city. 

We  have  five  good  school  buildings  which  are  in  excellent 
condition  and  always  receive  the  best  of  care.  On  Janary  5,  1914, 
we  occupied  our  new  high  school  building  for  the  first  time.  This 
new  building  has  done  much  to  stir  the  school  sentiment  in  our  com- 
munity. About  one  thousand  people  were  present  at  the  dedicatory 
exercises  which  were  held  January  9,  1914.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer  and 
several  other  noted  educators  were  present  and  delivered  addresses. 

The  high  school  had  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  eighty-four  pu- 
pils which  surpasses  that  of  last  year  by  eighty-one.  Of  the  one 
hundred  eighty-four  about  seventy  are  non-resident  pupils.  The  high 
school  had  a  good  corps  of  teachers  and  did  splendid  work.  Much 
attention  was  given  to  the  social  work  and  the  athletics.  Two  liter- 
ary societies  were  formed  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  gave  a  very 
interesting  contest. 

A  commercial  course  covering  two  years'  work  has  been  introduced 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  those  who  do  not  intend  to  enter  college 
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and  who  are  not  able  financially  to  spend  four  years  in  high  school. 
Sixty  pupils  took  this  course  last  year  and  it  promises  to  be  a  great 
success. 

On  June  3,  1914,  seventeen  pupils  graduated  from  our  high  school 
which  was  the  largest  class  ever  graduated  from  our  schools.  Most 
of  these  people  expect  to  enter  college  or  a  normal  school  next  year. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  grades  have  been  formed  into  a  junior  high 
school.  The  pupils  in  the  department  receive  instruction  by  the  de- 
partmental plan  which  will  prepare  them  thoroughly  for  their  high 
school  work.  After  a  trial  of  one  year,  we  are  prepared  to  pro- 
nounce this  plan  a  great  success,  although  we  met  a  number  of  per- 
plexing problems.  We  believe  that  the  advantages  greatly  exceed 
the  disadvantages  and  make  it  far  superior  to  the  old  plan  of  the 
single  teacher.    Six  excellent  teachers  are  in  charge  of  this  work. 

A  new  and  up-to-date  primary  reading  system  with  the  necessary 
supplementary  reading  has  been  adopted  which  has  improved  our 
work  in  the  lower  grades.  We  are  using  the  Bennett  System  of  writ- 
ing which  is  producing  good  results.  A  supervisor  of  writing  and 
drawing  has  been  added  to  our  force  and  these  subjects  are  receiving 
special  attention. 

Our  grades  were  improved  very  much  when  extra  teachers  were 
employed  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition.  As  a  result  of  this  our 
teachers  had  better  health  and  did  much  stronger  work  than  be- 
fore. 

The  school  board  has  taken  the  city  playground  in  charge  and 
has  placed  two  competent  instructors  in  charge  who  care  for  the 
children  during  the  vacation  months,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
children  are  in  attendance  daily. 

The  school  board  are  all  interested  in  the  schools  and  are  doing 
every  thing  they  can  to  better  the  present  conditions.  They  are  pro- 
gressive and  always  favor  the  best  educational  advantages. 

I  feel  that  our  schools  are  in  a  state  of  evolution  and  that  it  will 
be  only  a  short  time  until  we  have  a  flourishing  school  system. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP    (Montgomery  County). 
O.  W.  Ackerman. 


The  annual  report  of  the  school  year  1913-1914  should  present 
more  than  the  present  incumbent  is  able  to  record.  Changes  in- 
stituted during  the  year  under  the  direction  of  the  former  superin- 
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tendent   should   be  explicitly  recorded,   and   also   reasons  for  such 
changes  should  be  given,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  do  so  at  this 

time. 

During  the  past  school  year,  as  in  former  years,  progress  has 
been  made  along  all  lines.  The  school  buildings  of  the  districts  have 
been  well  supplied  with  appliance.  Some  of  the  more  expensive  pieces 
are'victrola,  player-piano  and  lantern. 

The  cumbersome  and  inadequate  records  which  the  former  super- 
intendent found  when  he  entered  the  system  were  simplified  until 
this  past  school  year  a  really  valuable  system  of  card  records  was 
introduced.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  present  incumbent  to  extend  this 
system  to  the  high  school.  If  school  records  are  to  be  worth  keep- 
ing, they  must  be  sufficiently  full  to  give  information  that  is  really 
needed.  Although  these  records  seem  to  contain  information  that 
might  be  considered  in  the  "red-tape"  class,  yet  we  have  already  found 
that  the  information  is  useful  and  adequate  for  every  purpose.  I  re- 
gard the  system  introduced  last  year  by  Mr.  Cleaver  as  an  excellent 
one  in  all  respects. 

The  departmental  plan  which  was  introduced  in  the  year  1912- 
1913,  and  which  has  been  in  operation  for  two  years  in  two  of  our 
schools,  is  proving  itself  to  be  worthy  of  most  careful  consideration 
by  those  districts  that  can  adopt  the  plan.  The  teachers  who  are 
working  under  the  plan  have  longer  periods  for  their  recitations, 
more  study  periods  to  help  the  pupils  at  their  desks,  and  less  actual 
teaching  during  the  day.  They  all  seem  to  be  very  much  pleased 
with  the  changes  that  this  plan  has  brought  about  in  their  buildings. 
The  pupils  that  have  come  into  the  high  school,  having  been  under 
this  new  plan,  show  a  marked  difference  in  proficiency  and  applica- 
tion over  the  pupils  that  have  come  into  the  high  school  through  the 
old  plan.  We  should  be  pleased  to  communicate  with  other  super- 
intendents who  might  be  interested  in  the  plan,  and  we  should  like 
to  receive  suggestions  also  from  those  who  are  already  using  the 
plan. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  report  of  the  schools  of  the  district 
for  the  past  school  year: 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  district  was  1,714.  During  the  school 
year  223  boys  and  227  girls  withdrew,  but  there  were  273  boys  and 
261  girls  added  to  the  enrollment,  so  that  the  total  enrollment  was 
increased  by  84.  The  enrollment  for  the  last  month  of  the  school  term 
was  1,459. 

The  district  was  ravaged  by  many  epidemics  during  the  last  year, 
but  yet  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  is  almost  as  good  as  former 
years,  being  92.5. 

As  indicated  above,  there  were  1,714  pupils  enrolled  in  our  schools 
during  the  year;  out  of  this  list  117  were  not  promoted,  or  6.9  per 
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cent,  of  the  total  enrollment.  This  fact  has  given  us  considerable 
pleasure,  in  that  so  few  of  a  large  enrollment  were  not  promoted. 

The  athletic  field  was  used  as  a  playground  for  the  patrons  of  the 
district.  This  summer  about  1.500  boys  and  girls  and  men  and  wo- 
men took  part  in  various  sports  on  this  field.  This  field  is  open  to 
all  who  live  in  the  district  and  has  really  become  a  township  play- 
ground during  the  months  of  July  and  August.  The  district  sup- 
ports a  regularly  paid  overseer  during  the  summer  months. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  the  many  suggestions  and  helpful  publications  that  we 
have  received  from  them  during  the  past  year. 


CHESTER — J.  Linwood  Eisenberg. 


During  the  past  year  the  New  Franklin  school,  a  20-room  build- 
ing, was  occupied.  This  building  is  modern  in  every  way  containing 
a  manual  training  room  and  shop,  and  domestic  science  rooms. 

A  contract  for  a  four-room  addition  to  the  Watts  school  was 
awarded  in  June.  This  will  make  this  one  of  the  finest  colored 
schools  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Parent  teacher  associations  were  organized  at  the  Dewey,  Frank- 
lin, Lincoln  and  Watts  schools.  The  schools  will  be  greatly  benefited 
by  these  flourishing  associations.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  schools 
will  organize  similar  associations  during  the  coming  year. 

The  teachers'  retirement  fund  is  iiL  a  flourishing  condition.  Three 
teachers  are  getting  the  benefit  of  this  fund.  There  is  a  balance  of 
about  $4,000  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

The  indications  are  that  the  high  school  enrollment  will  be  so 
large  that  the  capacity  of  the  high  school  building  will  be  seriously 

taxed. 

A  two-year  teacher  training  course  has  been  added  to  the  high 

school. 

Six  summer  schools  were  opened  for  pupils  in  fifth  and  eighth 
grades  who  were  deficient  in  their  work.  These  summer  schools  were 
a  success  in  every  way. 

Chester  is  planning  to  move  forward  educationally  by  extending 
the  work  in  manual  arts  and  vocational  training,  establishing  of 
night  schools,  and  providing  for  thorough  going  medical  inspec- 
tion. 


No.  6.  GOAL  TOWNSHIP.  215 


COAL   TOWNSHIP,   Northumberland  County— B.  Frank  Brennan. 


It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  school  year  just  closed  has  been 
a  very  prosperous  one  in  many  respects. 

A  six-room  addition  was  built  to  the  McKinley  building  thus  mak- 
ing one  of  the  largest  in  the  district  and  affording  ample  accommo- 
dation for  the  great  number  of  children  in  that  community.  An  im- 
proved fire  escape  was  placed  on  the  Lincoln  building  making  three 
exits  in  case  of  fire. 

Our  fifth  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  October  and 
proved  to  be  very  instructive  and  inspiring.  Every  teacher  was  in 
attendance,  giving  attention.  The  instructors  were  Charles  H.  Al- 
bert, of  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  lecturer 
and  editor,  Columbus,  Ohio;  O.  H.  Yetter,  director  of  music,  Blooms- 
burg. 

The  fourteenth  annual  commencement  of  the  high  school  was  held 
in  the  Grand  Opera  House  where  a  class  of  fifteen  young  men  and 
eighteen  young  ladies  was  graduated.  This  is  the  largest  class  since 
our  institution.  The  High  School  Dramatic  Society  rendered  the 
drama  "Graduation  Day  at  Woodhill"  to  a  large  and  appreciative 
audience.  The  innovation  of  having  a  drama  as  part  of  the  com- 
mencement exercises  is  meeting  with  decided  success.  The  Athletic 
Association  is  a  prosperous  institution  with  just  enough  of  it  to  not 
interfere  with  the  school  duties. 

Night  schools  were  opened  during  the  winter  months  and  were 
well  patronized  not  only  by  the  boys,  but  a  large  number  of  men 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  The  district  mining  institute 
took  active  interest  in  this  work  and  was  quite  an  incentive  to  many 
of  the  mining  men  schooling  themselves  along  lines  of  work  in  keep- 
ing with  their  employment. 

At  the  opening  of  the  new  McKinley  building  a  large  delegation  of 
tbe  American  Mechanics  were  present  and  presented  a  beautiful 
American  flag  and  Bible*  to  the  school.  Appropriate  exercises  were 
held  under  the  direction  of  the  principal,  Miss  Mary  LaVelle.  The 
American  Mechanics  expressed  themselves  as  highly  elated  with  the 
reception  they  received,  pronouncing  the  program  the  best  they  ever 
witnessed.  The  high  school  orchestra  furnished  music  for  the  oc- 
casion. 

Medical  inspection  as  maintained  in  this  district  is  giving  decided 
satisfaction.  Sanitary  conditions  have  changed  very  much  for  the 
better.  Parents,  in  most  cases,  are  co-operating  with  the  medical  in- 
spector for  proper  treatment  of  their  children. 
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Our  annual  Patrons'  Day  was  held  near  the  close  of  the  term.  A 
large  number  of  visitors  responded  to  our  invitation  and  visited  our 
schools.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  interest  taken  in  our  schools  by 
the  patrons.  A  better  understanding  of  the  work  done  by  teachers 
and  pupils  can  be  gotten  by  frequent  visits  of  parents  to  the  class 
room.     Public  interest  is  developing  with  the  development  of  the 

schools. 

The  interest  shown  by  our  school  board  in  matters  educational  is 
a  source  of  pleasure  and  congratulation.  Their  co-operation  with 
me  in  my  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  schools  lightens  much  of 
the  labor  which  would  otherwise  be  arduous. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  have  made  commendable  improvement 
in  general  culture  and  techuical  scholarship.  There  has  been  no 
deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  work  and  the  results  obtained. 

In  conclusion,  I  hereby  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Department,  the 
press,  the  teachers,  the  directors  and  to  all  Avho  have  aided  me  in  my 
work.  _  .Li  — i 


COATESVILLE— W.  T.  Gordon. 


During  the  year  there  were  enrolled  in  all  of  our  schools,  1,003 
males  ami  1,110  females,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  2,122.  The  per 
cent,  of  attendance  for  term  was  95. 

Owing  to  the  exceedingly  adverse  conditions  under  which  many 
(about  one-fourth)  of  our  teachers  and  pupils  were  obliged  to  labor 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  term,  the  work  of  the  year  has 
not,  on  the  whole,  been  as  highly  satisfactory  as  we  might  desire  it 
to  be.  These  conditions  were  due  to  the  fact  that  we  did  not  have 
a  sufficient  number  of  rooms  in  which  to  house  all  of  our  schools; 
nor  were  suitable  rooms  available  for  rent  anywhere  in  our  town.  As 
a  consequence,  we  were  obliged  to  run  twelve  schools  in  six  rooms, 
one  school  occupying  each  room  during  the  forenoon  and  another 
school  during  the  afternoon,  thus  practically  putting  each  of  these 
schools  on  half  time. 

During  the  period  of  These  conditions  which  prevailed  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  term  or  until  they  were  relieved  by  the  open- 
in"  of  a  new  school  building,  special  attention  was  given  to  the 
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more  important  branches  in  order  that  the  pupils  of  these  schools 
might  be  prepared  for  advancement  at  the  close  of  the  term. 

In  the  remaining  thirty  of  our  schools,  which  were  on  full  time 
during  the  entire  term,  both  teachers  and  pupils  did  excellent  work, 
thus  compensating,  in  a  way,  for  the  somewhat  defective  work  of 
their  less  favored  sister  schools. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  strictly  enforced  throughout 
the  entire  compulsory  attendance  period  of  eight  months  as  fixed 
by  our  Board  of  Education.  Every  case  of  suspicious  absence  was 
carefully  investigated  by  our  attendance  officer,  who  immediately 
reported  to  the  superintendent  all  information  obtained.  If  there 
was  found  to  be  no  reasonable  excuse  for  absence,  the  officer  was  di- 
rected to  bring  the  pupil  into  school  at  once.  A  number  of  parents 
were  summoned  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  forced  to  pay  a 
fine. 

Our  Board  of  Education  instituted  medical  inspection  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  term  last  fall  by  appointing  Dr.  Charles  H.  Stone,  a 
prominent  young  physician  of  our  town,  medical  inspector  of  all 
of  the  borough  schools.  The  doctor  was  busily  engaged  in  the  duties 
of  his  office  throughout  the  entire  term,  making  and  filing  a  careful 
record  of  the  mental  and  physical  condition  of  each  pupil  examined. 
His  examinations  revealed  the  startling  fact  that  at  least  60  per 
cent,  of  the  pupils  of  our  schools  are  in  some  way  defective.  A  knowl- 
edge of  this  fact  should  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the  teachers  into 
whose  hands  these  pupils  may  happen  to  fall. 

During  the  year  there  were  enrolled  in  our  high  school,  99  males 
and  146  females,  making  a  total  of  245.  In  no  other  department  of 
our  school  system  has  the  work  been  more  retarded  on  account  of 
overcrowded  conditions  than  it  has  been  in  this  department.  Many 
of  the  recitation  rooms  are  small,  inadequately  heated,  poorly  ven- 
tilated and  improperly  lighted.  Owing  to  tire  large  size  of  the  classes, 
these  rooms  are  criminally  overcrowded  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  school  day.  Under  such  conditions  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
either  teacher  or  pupil  to  do  first  class  work,  or  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  serious  injury  to  their  health. 

Without  doubt,  the  most  important  educational  event  of  the  year 
was  the  completion  and  occupation  of  our  new  grade  school  building 
at  the  corner  of  Main  street  and  Columbia  avenue.  This  is  a  fine 
two-story  fire-proof  building  containing  twelve  commodious  school 
rooms,  each  meeting  every  requirement  of  the  School  Code.  The 
basement  of  the  building  contains  the  heating  plant,  which  is  an 
indirect  radiation  warm-air  steam  system  with  forced  ventilation,  all 
under  thermostat  control.  In  addition  to  the  heating  plant,  the 
basement  contains  two  commodious,  modern,  thoroughly  equipped 
and  sanitary  toilet  rooms;  two  large  play  rooms  and  two  large 
rooms  for  storing  coal.    Each  school  room  is  provided  with  a  large 
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book  case  and  two  cloak  rooms.  On  the  second  floor  are  a  large  of- 
fice, or  teachers'  room,  furnished  with  a  desk,  couch  and  chairs;  two 
toilet  rooms  and  two  large  store  rooms  for  storing  books,  supplies, 
etc.  The  whole  building  is  equipped  with  a  complete  intercommuni- 
cating telephone  system  and  also  with  an  electric  program,  bell  and 
clock  system,  all  controlled  by  a  large  master  clock  located  in  the 
office.  This  building,  which  was  first  occupied  for  school  purposes 
on  March  14,  1914,  afforded  a  much  needed  relief  and  enabled  us  to 
put  all  school  on  full  time  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

In  looking  carefully  back  over  the  work  of  the  entire  year,  we  are 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  notwithstanding  the  many  adverse  con- 
ditions with  which  our  teachers  and  pupils  were  obliged  to  contend, 
the  year  has  been  one  of  at  least  fair  success. 

When  we  look  forward  to  next  term  and  contemplate  the  condi- 
tions that  will  then  probably  exist,  we  can  see  but  little  prospect  of 
relief  from  the  overcrowded  conditions  that  prevailed  during  the 
year  that  has  just  closed.  In  order  to  properly  provide  for  the  pupils 
of  the  fourth  and  the  sixth  grades  next  term,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
open  at  least  three  new  rooms.  Adding  to  these  two  rooms,  which 
we  have  been  renting  for  several  years,  we  have  five  rooms  which  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  rent  outside  our  regular  school  buildings  next 
term.  As  there  are  in  our  town  no  suitable  rooms  available  for  rent, 
it  looks  very  much  as  though  we  shall  be  obliged  to  invest  in  portable 
school  buildings. 

As  our  high  school  will  be  much  larger  next  term  than  it  was  last 
term,  it  is  very  evident  that  that  department  will  be  criminally 
overcrowded  in  all  of  its  apartments.  From  this  condition  there 
can  be  no  relief  until  a  new  and  commodious  high  school  building  is 

provided. 

I  am  aware  that  the  tone  of  this  report  throughout  is  somewhat 
pessimistic;  but  I  can  assure  you  that  I  am  not  a  pessimist;  for, 
in  looking  forward,  I  believe  that  I  can  see  a  bright  future  for  the 
schools  of  our  town  in  as  much  as  we  are  already  planning  to  erect 
a  commodious  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  high  school  building,  which 
will  completely  relieve  all  of  our  present  unfavorable  conditions. 


COLUMBIA— H.  W.  Dodd. 


The  total  enrollment  for  the  term  closing  May  31,  1914,  was  1,720, 
of  which  847  were  boys,  and  873  were  girls.  The  enrollment  the  last 
month  was  1,544,  showing  176  withdrawals  for  all  reasons,  a  remark- 
ably low  number. 
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Several  distinct  advances  featured  our  year's  work,  chief  of  which 
was  the  rounding  out  of  our  schools  for  bright  children  of  which  we 
now  have  two,  a  special  sixth,  and  a  special  seventh  grade.  This 
course  enables  the  brighter  children  to  accomplish  four  years'  work 
in  three.  But  the  most  interesting  phase  of  the  work  was  the  dimin- 
ishing number  of  failures  among  the  pupils  in  the  schools  from  which 
the  brightest  pupils  had  been  taken.  This  would  tend  to  prove  that 
the  teacher  can  do  better  individual  work  with  the  weaker  pupils 
when  the  most  advanced  pupils-,  mentally,  are  not  present. 

After  three  years  of  outlines,  grade  meetings  and  text-book  comb- 
ing we  have  secured  what  we  consider  a  very  good  course  in  arith- 
metic for  the  elementary  schools.  After  consulting  many  courses  of 
study,  experienced  business  men,  manufacturers  and  agents  of  the 
State  Department  we  decided  first  upon  the  subjects  to  be  elimi- 
nated, and  next  upon  the  types  of  problems  to  be  eliminated.  Previ- 
ous to  this  a  continuous  advance  from  group  to  group  in  addition 
and  subtraction,  with  simultaneous  work  in  multiplication  and  di- 
vision, and  problems  applying  the  principles,  had  been  worked  out 
for  the  first  four  grades.  The  results  of  various  tests  for  mechanical 
operation  and  for  reasoning  show  that  we  have  made  advancement 
in  no  little  measure. 

Our  .commencement,  which  was  held  in  the  Armory,  due  to  the 
closing  of  the  Opera  House  by  the  authorities,  was  featured  by  a 
timely  address  upon  "The  Need  of  Vocational  Education  in  the  Pub- 
lic Schools,"  by  Prof.  King  of  the  State  Department. 

Allow  me  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  kindly  assistance  given 
me  during  my  stay  in  Columbia  by  the  Department  of  Education. 


CONNELLSVILLE— S.  P.  Ashe. 


Our  school  year  closed  on  June  5th  with  the  largest  graduating 
class  in  the  history  of  the  schools  (72).  The  class  passing  from  the 
eighth  grade  to  high  school  numbered  128.  The  growth  of  the  school 
spirit  in  the  city  is  very  gratifying.  The  high  school  attendance 
has  been  tripled  in  six  years  without  a  marked  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  or  graded  schools.  More  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
graduates  of  last  year  are  now  attending  schools  of  higher  educa- 
tion and  many  more  have  expressed  a  determination  to  go  this  fall. 
15 
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We  feel  much  encouraged  with  that  percentage  from  a  town  of  so 
varied  a  population. 

The  only  new  feature  we  have  to  mention  is  our  first  year  under  a 
systematic  medical  inspection.  The  system  was  based  upon  that 
conducted  by  Superintendent  Schank  of  Jeannette  for  the  past  three 
years  and  described  by  him  in  "The  Journal"  of  last  year.  We  can 
heartily  recommend  it  for  results.  The  physicians,  teachers,  and 
parents  were  enthusiastic  in  their  support  and  we  know  that  great 
good  has  been  accomplished.  We  expect  to  carry  it  on  during  the 
coming  year  in  the  same  manner. 

We  have  greatly  enlarged  our  departments  of  manual  training 
and  domestic  science  and  are  able  to  offer  broader  courses  than  here- 
tofore. These  courses  are  becoming  more  popular  from  year  to 
year. 

Our  city  institute  this  year  consisted  of  but  two  days  in  Connells- 
ville.  For  the  remaining  session  the  School  Board  sent  the  teachers 
to  the  State  educational  meeting  held  in  Pittsburgh  during  the  holi- 
days. This  was  a  departure  from  our  usual  custom  and  I  believe  the 
teachers  received  much  good  from  the  meetings. 

The  sessions  in  Connellsville  were  very  instructive  and  interesting 
this  year.  Those  assisting  in  the  work  were  Superintendent  Reed  B. 
Teitrick,  Harrisburg;  Dr.  R.  Edwin  Lee,  Allegheny  College;  Dr. 
Jesse  H.  White,  University  of  Pittsburgh;  Alice  M.  Carmalt,  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh;  W.  S.  Deffenbaugh,  Bureau  of  Education, 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  Miss  Rose  Leader,  Pittsburgh. 

Beginning  with  last  fall  all  of  our  supplementary  reading  material 
was  given  into  the  hands  of  the  Carnegie  Free  Library,  and  the  new 
material  was  purchased  by  them  in  sets  of  fifty  and  distributed  from 
their  building.  This  gives  us  a  greater  variety  than  ever  before  and 
facilitates  the  distribution.  For  the  coming  year  we  have  engaged 
a  supervisor  of  grades  who  will  spend  her  entire  time  in  school  visi- 
tation, assisting  the  superintendent  in  that  work. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  State  Department  for  their 
kind  assistance  during  the  year. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— Frank  L.  Cloud. 


It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the 
Conshohocken  Public  Schools.  Progress  has  been  our  watchword 
throughout  the  whole  school  system,  not  a  phenomenal  growth  but  a 
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regular  forward  movement.  Our  enrollment  has  reached  the  high 
water  mark  of  my  term  of  office;  the  increase  demanded  the  election 
of  a  new  teacher  in  the  grades. 

For  the  best  results  in  our  new  four-year  course  in  the  high  school, 
another  teacher  was  necessary  and  this  too  the  Board  of  Directors 
gave  us,  making  two  additional  teachers  in  one  year.  Our  old  build- 
ings have  been  thoroughly  cleaned  and  all  necessary  repairs  made  in 
preparation  for  the  work  next  year.  We  hope  to  enter  our  new 
high  school  building  at  the  opening  of  our  next  term,  September  7th. 

The  interest  of  our  townspeople  is  the  most  encouraging  sign  we 
can  see  at  the  present.  The  Woman's  Civic  Club  presented  the 
schools  with  a  piano.  They  also  offered  a  prize  of  five  dollars  in  gold 
for  the  best  essay  on  some  civic  question,  open  to  members  of  the 
senior  class  in  the  high  school. 

The  School  Board  not  being  in  a  position  to  open  a  playground 
for  the  summer,  an  association  was  formed  by  the  people.  Apparatus 
and  instructors  were  paid  for  by  the  association ;  the  school  grounds 
were  used  for  the  playground,  and  a  very  pleasant  and  helpful  sum- 
mer vacation  is  being  provided  for  the  children. 

Our  commencement  exercises  were  held  on  June  19th ;  twelve  girls 
and  thirteen  boys  received  their  diplomas.  Dr.  Isaac  Sharpless,  presi- 
dent of  Haverford  College,  was  the  speaker  of  the  day. 

Acknowledgment  is  made  publicly  of  the  efforts  made  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  give  the  children  of  Conshohocken  the  best 
school  possible. 


CORRY— C.  S.  Wilson. 


The  school  year  1913-1914  has  been  in  no  ways  remarkable  but  has 
been  quite  satisfactory. 

Aside  from  what  we  believe  has  been  some  very  good  class-room 
work  the  following  movements  have  marked  the  year: 

As  a  result  of  several  entertainments  by  the  grades  a  fund  was 
raised  and  each  playground  was  equipped  with  one  or  more  pieces 
of  play  apparatus.  Enough  money  was  left  from  this  fund  to  make 
a  good  start  toward  the  purchase  of  a  motion  picture  machine  which 
it  is  designed  to  purchase  next  year.  The  intention  is  to  have  regu- 
lar motion  picture  entertainments  with  a  two  fold  object,  first,  to 
cultivate  a  taste  for  the  better  class  of  motion  pictures  on  the  part 
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of  our  pupils;  secondly,  to  provide  a  larger  fund  for  playground 
apparatus. 

A  new  system  of  reports  and  cards  was  put  into  use  in  both  grades 
and  high  school. 

With  the  assistance  of  all  the  teachers  a  study  of  the  rate  of  pro- 
gress and  retardation  of  pupils  was  made.  It  is  needless  to  add  that 
this  study  threw  much  light  on  the  work  of  the  teachers. 

The  manual  training  quarters  were  doubled  in  size  and  the  equip- 
ment materially  increased.  This  subject,  with  domestic  science, 
was  opened  to  all  students  from  the  sixth  grade  through  the  high 
school. 

A  four-room  addition  was  made  to  the  first  ward  building  and  a 
splendid  new  heating  and  ventilating  system  installed. 

A  lecture  entertainment  course  was  maintained  for  the  benefit  of 
the  library. 

A  Deutsche  Verein  was  organized  by  the  German  students  and 
teacher. 

The  Senior  class  spent  the  week  of  the  Easter  vacation  in  the  city 
of  Washington. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  con- 
nected with  the  work,  and  teachers  and  pupils  alike  seem  to  have 
derived  real  pleasure  from  the  work. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieffenbacher. 


The  year  just  closed  was  a  prosperous  one  for  the  schools  of  Dan- 
ville, — the  work  in  general  being  thorough,  honest,  and  efficient. 

The  action  of  the  school  board  in  raising  the  salaries  of  the  teach- 
ers was  most  gratifying  to  the  teachers  and  also  to  the  friends  of  the 
schools,  as  it  showed  appreciation  of  the  work  and  a  determination 
to  be  in  the  line  of  progress. 

By  vigilance  on  the  part  of  our  truant  officer  supported  by  prompt 
and  vigorous  action  on  the  part  of  our  school  board,  we  have  been 
able  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law  with  a  flattering  de- 
gree of  success.  We  have  reached  that  stage  when  compulsory  at- 
tendance and  compulsory  vaccination  give  us  but  little  trouble. 
With  a  very  few  exceptions,  the  people  readily  comply  with  the  law. 

During  the  year  the  common  drinking  cup  was  ruled  out  of  our 
schools  and  bubbling  fountains  were  installed  in  all  the  school  build- 
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ings  of  the  borough.     The  fountains  in  every  respect  are  a  success 
and  are  in  line  of  improved  sanitation. 

The  contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  erection  of  a  two-story 
annex  to  the  fourth  ward  school  building  to  take  the  place  of  an 
old  frame  structure  which  was  recently  condemned  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

The  annual  mnsicale  and  exhibition  of  school  work  were  held  in  all 
the  wards  Friday,  April  17th.  They  were  especially  interesting  fea- 
tures, showing  not  only  the  talent  of  the  pupils  but  the  well  directed 
and  painstaking  efforts  of  the  teachers.  In  each  of  the  rooms  was 
an  exhibit  in  which  was  embraced  the  work  of  all  the  pupils  enrolled. 
The  drawing  was  probably  the  most  conspicuous,  but  the  specimens  of 
other  work  showed  that  excellent  progress  had  been  made  along  all 
lines.  It  was  pronounced  by  all  to  be  superior  to  any  work  ever 
shown  before. 

About  six  hundred  people  were  present,  who  showed  themselves  to 
be  interested  in  our  work  and  in  us.  We  think  we  have  realized  re- 
sults from  this  exhibit  that  will  help  us  in  our  work  of  the  coming 
school  year. 

The  thirteenth  annual  commencement  of  our  grammar  schools  was 
held  in  the  high  school  room  and  embraced  a  lengthy  program  which 
was  well  rendered.  In  summing  up  the  excellent  results  achieved 
by  the  schools  of  the  borough,  the  grammar  school  teachers  are  not 
to  be  overlooked  as  important  contributing  factors. 

In  lieu  of  the  regular  school  commencement  exercises,  the  senior 
class  this  year  took  a  trip  to  the  national  capital.  This  does  not 
imply,  however,  that  there  were  no  exercises  whatever  attending 
graduation.  Although  the  usual  and  characteristic  features  of  "class 
day"  and  "commencement,"  such  as  the  salutatory,  the  valedictory, 
class  prophecy  and  the  like,  along  with  special  and  expensive  gowns 
for  the  girls,  were  eliminated,  yet  a  few  essential  features  in  the 
form  of  orations  along  with  musical  numbers  were  rendered  by  those 
who  stood  highest  in  the  class.  The  exercises  were  held  in  the  court 
house,  Tuesday  evening,  June  2nd.  A  class  of  twenty-nine,  seventeen 
boys  and  twelve  girls,  was  graduated.  While  the  boys  predominated 
in  number,  the  girls  captured  first  honors.  Dr.  Cameron  Shultz, 
President  of  the  school  board,  addressed  the  class  and  presented  the 
diplomas. 

The  baccalaureate  sermon  was  delivered  Sunday  evening,  May  31st, 
by  the  Eev.  J.  H.  Musselman  at  the  Pine  Street  Lutheran  church. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered during  the  year. 
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DARBY— W.  A.  Kreider. 


The  end  of  the  past  school  year  saw  the  resignation  and  retire- 
ment from  school  work  of  Superintendent  Charles  P.  Sweeny  who 
after  a  lifetime  of  educational  service  and  sixteen  years  of  conscien- 
tious labor  in  this  borough  decided  to  give  up  his  pedagogical  career 
on  account  of  failing  health.  It  is  the  sincere  wish  of  those  with 
whom  Mr.  Sweeny  labored  as  well  as  those  who  follow  him  in  the 
work  that  he  may  for  many  years  enjoy  the  greatest  reward  of  a 
teacher  namely  to  see  the  educational  structure  of  which  he  laid  the 
base  grow  and  expand  into  the  highest  ideal  of  his  imagination, 
and  to  learn  that  those  who  have  grown  up  under  his  tutelage  pause 
in  the  race  of  life  to  look  back  upon  him  reverently  and  call  him 
blessed. 

The  present  superintendent  began  his  term  of  office  June  first  and 
so  whatever  good  has  been  accomplished  during  the  past  year  must  be 
accredited  to  his  predecessor. 

The  teaching  force  during  the  past  year  numbered  34,  27  in  the 
grades,  5  in  the  high  school  and  two  special  teachers,  one  of  the 
latter  in  drawing  and  one  in  manual  training.  24  of  the  teachers 
were  normal  graduates,  three  held  permanent  certificates,  four 
professional  and  three  provisional.     We  have  no  college  graduates. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  705  males,  and  695  females,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  1,400.  The  population  is  characterized  by  an  unu- 
sually large  floating  group  which  embraces  nearly  one  fourth  of  the 
school  children.  This  is  a  most  unfavorable  condition  but  in  spite 
of  it  the  attendance  was  reasonably  good,  because  of  the  vigilance  of 
the  truant  officers. 

The  high  school  numbered  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pupils  of 
whom  sixteen  graduated  in  June.  It  is  a  deplorable  fact  that  from 
a  freshman  class  of  sixty  or  seventy  pupils  so  few  complete  the 
course.  The  board  of  education  are  now  evolving  ideas  to  remedy 
this  evil  by  giving  their  aid  and  encouragement  to  securing  for  the 
older  pupils  a  line  of  interesting  activities  such  as  athletics,  socials, 
pictures,  music  etc.  so  that  the  dull  grind  of  study  will  in  some  meas- 
ure be  tempered  by  the  brightening  influence  of  these  side  factors. 

The  remarkable  growth  of  this  district  is  the  feature  which  de- 
mands constant  attention.  Being  the  center  of  a  very  complete 
trolley  system  Darby  has  had  a  phenomenal  growth  during  the  past 
few  years  which  presents  an  ever  changing  school  problem.  At  the 
present  time  the  board  are  working  on  the  plans  of  two  new  annexes 
of  six  and  eight  rooms  respectively  but  if  the  present  rate  of  growth 
continues  it  will  be  only  a  few  years  until  these  new  additions  are 
filled. 
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DICKSON  CITY— A.  W.  Marvin. 


The  public  schools  of  Dickson  city  were  open  nine  months  during 
the  school  year  ending  July  1st,  nineteen  hundred  eleven,  and  en- 
rolled eighteen  hundred  seventy-eight  pupils. 

We  had  thirty^seven  teachers  the  majority  of  whom  were  normal 
school  graduates.  They  seemed  enthusiastic  in  their  work,  and 
strove  in  every  way  possible  to  be  helpful  to  the  pupils  placed  under 
their  care. 

The  high  school  maintains  a  three  years'  course  of  study.  A  class 
of  eight  young  men  and  young  women  were  graduated  at  the  close  of 
the  term. 


DONORA— Edgar  Reed. 


It  shall  be  my  aim  as  the  first  district  superintendent  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Donora  as  an  independent  district  to  present  only  those 
features  of  the  work  which  differentiate  it  from  that  of  some  other 
schools.  In  spite  of  the  over-crowded  condition  of  most  of  the 
schools,  the  teachers  did  excellent  work.  A  new  twenty-three  room 
building,  modern  in  all  of  its  appointments,  has  been  completed. 
The  board  has  elected  teachers  enough  that  the  average  enrollment 
per  teacher  will  not  be  more  than  forty. 

In  the  sixth  grades  the  school  day  was  lengthened  three  quarters  of 
an  hour;  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  high  school,  one  and 
a  quarter  hours  were  added  to  the  day,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
all  to  study  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers  and  with  reference 
works  at  hand.  The  sixth  grade  day  began  at  8:30  A.  M.  with  an 
hour  and  a  half  intermission  at  noon  and  closed  at  4  P.  M.  The 
seventh  and  eighth  grades,  and  high  school  began  at  8  A.  M.  with  an 
hour  and  a  half  intermission  at  noon  and  closed  at  4  P.  M.  Pupils, 
patrons  and  teachers,  all,  agree  that  the  plan  resulted  in  more  effi- 
cient work,  and  kept  the  pupils  off  the  street  in  the  evening. 

Two-minute  ventilation  periods  were  observed  four  times  a  day 
throughout  the   schools.     All   windows   and   doors   throughout  the 
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whole  building  are  thrown  wide  open  and  the  children  with  the 
teacher  or  an  older  pupil,  go  through  a  calisthenic  drill  while  the 
rooms  are  flushed  with  fresh  air.  Thus  maintaining  the  humidity 
inside  more  nearly  like  that  outside  and  avoiding  the  stifling  effect 
of  too  much  baked  air. 

The  many  excellent  suggestions  of  the  State  Course  of  Study  for 
the  elimination  of  much  useless  material  have  been  adopted  with 
most  excellent  results.  Physiology,  as  suggested  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  is  taught  only  ten  weeks  with  the  aim  of  hav- 
ing the  knowledge  acquired  function  in  better  health  for  the  child 
and  the  community.  Several  textbooks  have  been  removed  from  the 
hands  of  pupils  too  young  to  use  them  intelligently  with  better  re- 
sults in  the  work  and  economy  of  the  district's  finances. 

A  public  playground  was  purchased  and  equipped  during  the 
year;  but  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  xscarlet  fever,  was  not  opened. 

There  are  four  literary  societies  in  the  schools.  Two  in  the 
seventh  ami  eighth  grades  and  two  in  the  high  school.  It  has  never 
been  the  writer's  privilege  to  witness  such  excellent  debating  in  pub- 
lic schools  anywhere  as  there  is  in  these  societies. 

The  board  has  added  to  the  course  in  the  past  two  years  manual 
training  and  mechanical  drawing,  home  economics  and  a  commercial 
course  in  the  high  school.  The  high  school  enrollment  in  the  same 
period  of  time  has  grown  from  sixty -two  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  ^ 

The  board  has  adopted  the  regulation  of  the  Department  making  it 
posible  for  a  good  student  to  graduate  from  a  four  year  high  school 
course  in  three  years;  the  ordinary  student  in  four  years;  and  the 
backward  student  in  five  years.  The  course  has  been  so  liberalized 
that  all  realize  they  can  get  out  of  it  much  valuable  aid  for  life's 

race. 

The  Department,  the  board,  the  press,  the  public,  and  the  teachers, 
all  deserve  much  praise  for  the  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  in  working 
for  the  real  welfare  of  the  schools  of  Donora. 


DUBOIS— J.  S.  Simons. 


There  was  a  change  in  superintendents  during  the  school  term. 
The  present  incumbent  has  held  the  office  since  April  1. 

The  population  of  DuBois  is  growing  rapidly.  It  was  necessary 
to  put  up  a  portable  building  in  the  middle  of  the  term.  Provision 
must  be  made  for  several  additional  teachers  for  the  coming  term. 
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The  total  enrollment  for  the  past  year  was  2,512.  The  enrollment  of 
the  high  school  was  380 ;  females,  208 ;  males,  172.  The  graduating 
class  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  class  num- 
bered sixty,  37  females  and  23  males.  Dr.  Henry  Houck  delivered 
the  address  to  the  graduates. 

We  have  begun  a  summer  agricultural  course.  Eighty-five  boys  and 
girls  are  taking  this  work.  The  boys  have  vegetable  gardens  and 
the  girls  flower  gardens.  These  individual  garden  plots  are  twenty 
feet  square.  In  addition  to  the  individual  plots  we  have  a  number 
of  community  plots  in  our  school  garden.  In  addition  to  the  prac- 
tical work  of  gardening,  the  principles  of  agriculture  are  taught  by 
lecture  and  by  experiment.  The  work  is  in  charge  of  Prof.  Jos.  S. 
Knapper,  who  is  head  of  the  science  department  in  our  high  school. 


DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


The  school  year  of  1913-1914  was  one  of  substantial  progress  along 
all  lines.  The  most  interesting  item  in  the  year's  accomplishments 
was  the  adoption,  by  the  school  board,  of  a  twelve  months'  salary 
schedule  provided  the  teachers  take  a  six  weeks  course  at  a  summer 
school.  The  plan  was  hailed  with  great  delight  by  the  teachers  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  64  of  them  took  advantage  of  the  arrange- 
ments and  enrolled  in  the  following  summer  schools: 

37  at  Pennylvania  State  College. 
9  at  New  Rochelle  College,  New  York. 
7  at  Cornell  University. 
3  at  Harvard  University. 
2  at  Columbia  University. 
2  at  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
1  at  University  of  Chicago. 
1  at  University  of  Georgia. 
1  at  Worcester  Trade  School. 
1  at  Grove  City  College. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  very  interesting  to  watch  the  effect  of  this 
plan  on  our  system  of  education.  At  this  writing  the  teachers  have 
returned.  They  are  very  enthusiastic .  over  their  experiences  and 
pronounce  themselves  refreshed  in  body  and  in  mind  as  a  result  of 
the  summer's  work.     I  feel  very  confident  we  shall  have  improvement 
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in  teaching  and  enrichment  in  curriculum  the  coming  year  to  such 
an  extent  that  both  school  board  and  community  will  feel  satisfied 
that  the  expenditure  of  money  was  an  economy  and  not  an  extrava- 
gance. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  committee  of  school  directors  vis- 
ited several  of  New  England  cities,  particularly  Fitchburg,  Massachu- 
setts, to  make  a  study  of  vocational  training.  A  report  of  this  visit 
was  made  at  a  public  meeting  in  December  and  later  the  school  board 
adopted  a  new  course  of  study  which  will  be  put  into  effect  the 
coming  year.  In  it,  a  provision  has  been  made  to  differentiate  be- 
tween the  average  and  better  than  average  pupils  and  those  who  are 
below  the  average. 


THE   COURSE. 


Literature  and  Current  Events,    

Music,    

Penmanship,     

Drawing,     

Grammar   and   Composition,    

History  of   United   States   and  Pennsylvania, 

Community   Civics,    .".... 

Geography 

Arithmetic,     

Physiology 

Physical   Training 

Elementary    Science,    

Practical   Arts    (boys) 

Household  Arts  (girls),    


Hours 

Per 

Week. 


Spelling  in  connection  with  all  subjects  with  a  review  every  Fri- 
day for  20  minutes. 

All  pupils  below  the  average  in  mentality  will  be  gathered  in  one 
division.  These  will  drop  one  period  of  geography,  history  and  phy- 
sical training,  per  week ;  and  instead,  will  take  three  periods  of  type- 
writing. 

This  course  is  a  radical  departure  from  what  has  heretofore  been 
given.  A  better  time  relation  in  subjects,  a  more  sensible  division 
of  hand  and  mind  work  and  a  greater  degree  of  enrichment  is  cer- 
tainly evident.  One  thing,  at  least,  in  its  favor  is  the  fact  that  it  takes 
cognizance  of  a  difference  in  the  mentality  of  children  and  attempts 
to  adjust  and  adapt  the  course  to  this  difference. 

The  commercial  department  of  our  high  school  was  considerably 
improved  during  the  year.  24  new  Underwood  machines  were  in- 
stalled in  24  new  roll  top  desks,  making  as  fine  a  typewriting  equip- 
ment as  is  to  be  found  anywhere.  All  the  members  of  the  senior 
commercial  class  received  speed  and  accuracy  certificates  during  the 
year  thus  setting  the  highest  standard  that  has  ever  been  attained 
in  Dunmore. 

On  October  1st,  a  four-room  addition  to  the  Longfellow  building 
was  opened  to  accommodate  the  increased  school  population  of  that 
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section  of  the  town.  We  find  that  it  is  necessary  to  build  every 
year  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  children. 

On  June  17th  the  commencement  exercises  were  held.  36  young 
people  were  given  certificates— 17  in  the  Latin  scientific  course,  15 
in  the  commercial  course,  1  in  the  stenography  course,  1  in  the  book- 
keeping course  and  2  in  the  post-graduate  course.  Supt.  James  M. 
Coughlin  of  Wilkes-Barre  delivered  the  commencement  address. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  its  co-operation,  advice  and  many  kind- 
nesses. 


EASTON— Robert  E.  Laramy. 


The  last  year  was  one  of  much  interest.  The  Change  in  the  su- 
perintendency  following  so  long  a  period  under  the  same  leadership 
aroused  interest  in  the  new  policies  likely  to  be  carried  out.  It  was 
our  part,  however,  to  work  quietly,  getting  an  acquaintance  with  con- 
ditions. As  a  matter  of  fact  there  was  during  the  year  an  unusually 
large  number  of  changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers.  Death,  illness 
and  marriage  were  chiefly  the  causes.  An  effort  has  been  made  to 
improve  the  buildings  from  a  sanitary  standpoint  and  much  has 
been  done  in  this  direction.  A  card  index  system  was  introduced 
and  stress  laid  on  the  work  of  keeping  up  school  attendance.  The 
teachers  were  brought  together  in  grade  meetings  and  encouraged  to 
confer  with  the  superintendent  on  the  needs  of  their  work.  A  letter 
was  sent  out  to  them  and  also  to  the  directors  at  more  or  less  regular 
intervals  giving  the  news  of  the  school  system.  High  school  en- 
rollment increased  and  work  was  added  in  millinery  and  dress  mak- 
ing. In  the  grades  muscular  movement  in  penmanship  was  intro- 
duced and  attention  was  given  to  improvement  of  teaching  methods  in 
all  subjects.  The  addition  of  supplementary  reading  in  all  grades 
was  an  important  factor  for  general  improvement. 

Our  four  medical  inspectors  did  good  work.  Measles,  whoop- 
ing cough,  mumps,  and  scarlet  fever  were  present  in  the  city  a  large 
part  of  the  year  and  required  great  care  in  the  schools.  Our  experi- 
ence leads  us  more  and  more  to  believe  the  prevention  of  contact 
with  affected  persons  is  of  much  greater  importance  than  costly  disin- 
fection. 
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The  library  of  the  school  district  increased  its  usefulness  to  the 
city  by  having  story  hour  and  moving  pictures  on  Saturday  after- 
noons. The  auditorium  was  nearly  always  filled  to  overflowing 
with  delighted  children. 

When  our  new  year  opens,  a  greatly  improved  corps  of  teachers,  a 
supervisors!) ip  in  drawing,  many  building  improvements,  the  new  12 
room  Francis  A.  March  Building,  and  many  changes  for  the  better 
in  our  text  books  ought  to  arouse  spirit  and  energy  among  pupils  and 
teachers  which  wall  take  us  a  long  way  forward. 


ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


For  the  school  year  ending  July,  1914,  there  were  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools  of  Erie,  including  the  public  night  schools  and  the 
night  mechanical  drawing  school,  10,132  pupils;  of  whom  1,154  be- 
longed to  the  high  school,  22  to  the  normal  department,  8,116  to  the 
grades  below  the  high  school,  355  to  the  kindergartens,  10  to  the  un- 
graded school,  25  to  the  fresh  air  school  and  450  to  the  night  schools. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  enrollment  over  the  previous 
year  of  340. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  we  had  no  special  schools  beyond  a  night  me- 
chanical drawing  school.  Since  then,  thirteen  new  features  of  school 
work  have  been  added  to  the  system:  The  regular  night  school  in 
1890;  Kindergartens,  1901 ;  The  Ungraded  School  (now  merging  into 
a  school  for  defectives),  1903;  The  High  School  Commercial  Depart- 
ment, 1903;  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  School  Attendance 
Law,  calling  for  attendance  officers  and  a  clerk,  1903;  The  Normal 
Department,  for  the  training  of  teachers,  1903;  Domestic  Science* 
1904;  Manual  Training,  1904;  The  "Home"  School,  1907;  Physical 
Training,  1907;  Medical  Inspection  and  School  Nurses,  1910;  The 
Fresh  Air  School,  1912;  and  the  School  Playground  Movement,  1912. 

Thirty-five  years  ago,  but  six  subjects  were  required  to  be  taught 
by  law  in  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania — spelling,  reading,  writ- 
ing, arithmetic,  English  grammar,  geography,  no  United  States  his- 
tory and  no  physiology. 

Twenty-five  years  ago.  with  the  addition  of  United  States  history 
and  physiology  there  were  eight  subjects;  and  today,  to  these  eight 
subjects  three  others  have  been  added,  so  that  teaching  of  eleven 
different  subjects  in  our  schools  is  now  required  by  law,  exclusive 
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of  German,  music,  drawing,  manual  training,  physical  training,  do- 
mestic science — six  in  all — which  are  required  by  the  School  Board. 
The  playground  movement,  the  joint  parent  and  feachers  associations 
are  special  outside  activities  of  school  work.  Yet  these  nineteen 
branches  of  school  activity  are  now  considered  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  full  development  of  the  future  citizen. 

The  high  school,  twenty-five  years  ago,  was  a  purely  academic  in- 
stitution ;  today,  it  has  definite  courses  in  English ;  it  has  expanded 
its  science  courses  into  laboratory  work  in  biology,  physics,  chemistry 
and  electricity;  has  a  fine  business  and  commercial  department;  a 
special  course  for  the  university;  and  one  also  for  teaching;  does 
special  work  in  mathematics,  languages,  history,  literature,  civics, 
business  law  and  manual  training.  It  affords  a  good  general  educa- 
tion for  the  ordinary  emergencies  of  practical  life. 

The  training  of  our  boys  and  girls  in  eleven  different  subjects,  re- 
quired by  law ;  and  in  six  subjects  not  required  by  law,  but  more  or 
less  desirable  and  taking  at  least,  forty  days  for  their  teaching,  from 
our  school  year  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  days,  is  supposed  to  give 
our  boys  and  girls  the  essentials  of  intelligent  citizenship.  United 
with  outside  school  activities,  it  would  seem  that  there  can  be  no  fail- 
ure in  reaching  the  desired  end. 

But  whether  this  multiplicity  of  subjects,  and  the  extension  of 
school  activities  into  things  that  the  family  ought  to  do,  are  wise  or 
unwise,  the  future  will  tell.  It  strikes  me  that  while  social  and  in- 
dustrial conditions  are  demanding  more  work  of  the  public  schools 
than  they  did  twenty-five  years  ago,  their  work  still  should  be  very 
largely  confined  to  the  fundamental  subjects,  and  that  their  energies 
should  not  be  frittered  away  and  spread  over  too  much  ground. 
To  pivot  the  work  of  the  public  school  entirely  upon  the  sentimental 
drivel  and  yawp  about  the  vocational,  ethical  and  physical  training 
of  the  child  instead  of  making  him  expert  in  the  use  of  the  fundamen- 
tal tools  of  human  thought  and  action  is  the  veriest  bosh  and  non- 
sense. 

There  are  educational  "experts,"  it  is  true,  who  claim  that  seven- 
teen different  subjects  can  be  taught  to  children  just  as  well  as  half 
a  dozen,  on  the  theory  that  two  or  three  subjects  can  be  taught,  by 
"correlation,"  at  the  same  time.  On  this  theory,  in  many  school  sys- 
tems, years  ago,  the  spelling  book  was  dropped  from  the  schools 
because  it  was  thought  that  spelling  could  be  taught  incidentally, 
as  the  pupil  went  along,  from  his  history,  his  geography,  or  his 
reading  book,  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  spelling  had  to  be 
taught,  as  well  as  any  other  subject,  individually  and  separately. 
Mental  arithmetic,  also,  went  by  the  board,  because  it  could  be  taught 
incidentally  with  the  regular  arithmetic  work  of  the  day.  Geography 
and  history  went  together  and  one  could  be  taught  from  the  other, 
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and  vice  versa.  A  famous  American  educator  declared  that  tech- 
nical grammar  was  "a  relic  of  barbarism.'"  Under  his  influence  it 
also  was  dropped  from  many  courses  on  the  ground  that  we  did  not 
need  in  ordinary  language  to  know  words  as  nouns,  pronouns,  adjec- 
tives, verbs,  adverbs,  etc.,  but  that  we  use  words  simply  as  they  are 
spoken.  That  is  true,  but  we  never  know  that  we  are  using  words 
rightly  or  wrongly  until  we  know  how  to  classify  them  and  be  able 
to  tell  the  relation  of  one  word  to  another  in  the  same  sentence. 

It  may  be  that  children  may  acquire  a  smattering  of  a  great  many 
subjects  on  the  "incidental"  and  "correlation"  theory,  but  they  can- 
not acquire  real  thinking  power  in  any  one  of  them.  A  few  things 
well  learned  make  strong  thinkers;  many  things  half  learned,  or 
skimmed  over,  make  shallow  thinkers.  Five,  seven  or  seventeen 
horses,  either  abreast,  or  in  tandem  fashion,  can  be  driven  by  an 
"expert,"  but  the  wagon  doesn't  go  any  the  faster  for  all  that.  Such 
an  arrangement  is  only  good  for  show  and  display,  and  the  same 
thing  is  true  in  education  when  we  proceed  to  teach  children  on 
the  theory  that  from  seven  to  seventeen  different  subjects  can  be 
put  into  a  child's  head  at  one  time.  The  only  correlation  that  is 
sound  in  education  is  to  learn  one  thing  at  a  time,  and  then  use 
that  thing  whenever  we  can  "correlate,"  or  see  its  relation  to  the  next 
thing  that  we  learn. 

Inclusion  or  Exclusion. 

It  is  clear,  since  our  school  year  has  been  made  so  short,  that 
American  children  cannot  receive  the  same  mental  training  as  Euro- 
pean children,  whose  school  day  is  generally  from  eight  to  twelve  in 
the  morning,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  afternoon.  The  intrusion 
of  so  many  things  into  the  course  of  study  must  involve  the  exclusion 
or  simplification  of  other  things.  Difficulties  in  arithmetic  must 
be  eliminated:  it  must  be  confined  to  simple  operations  and  problems 
—history  must  take  the  form  of  "interesting"  stories ;  there  must  be 
no  technical  grammar  whatever— the  only  thing  in  grammar  that 
gives  vital  force  as  a  training  in  elementary,  logical,  language  think- 
ing. To  make  room  in  the  grades  for  fanciful  forms  of  vocational, 
and  industrial  work,  for  artificial  physical  training,  for  color  schemes 
and  water  colors  in  drawing,  for  "nature  study,"  and  play  work,  all 
the  material  that  has  heretofore  stood  for  the  development  of  habits 
of  industry,  concentration,  and  reflection  must  either  be  "simplified" 
or  cut  out,  as  something  never  to  be  used  in  after  life. 

"The  advocates  of  these  theories  forget,"  says  Dr.  Maxwell,  "that 
if  the  school  does  not  teach  a  boy  to  work  and  to  overcome  difficulties 
and  to  find  joy  in  working  and  in  overcoming  difficulties,  it  has  failed 
in  its  highest  mission."  Dean  Briggs  has  expressed  this  vital  truth 
so  appositely  that  his  own  language  should  be  quoted: 
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"The  first  lesson  of  education  is  the  lesson  of  getting  down  to  hard 
work,  and  doing  the  work  thoroughly.  It  may  be  learned  by  a  boy 
or  girl  who  never  goes  to  school,  learned  in  a  mill  or  on  a  farm ;  but 
the  highest  work  in  this  part  of  the  world  must  commonly  be  done 
by  people  who  for  a  greater  or  less  number  of  years  have  spent  the 
best  part  of  at  least  five  days  out  of  seven  for  some  forty  weeks  a 
year  in  what  we  call  education.  The  first  business  of  a  school  is  to 
teach  concentration,  application,  power  of  tackling  intellectual  work 
— qualities  which  sooner  or  later  a  man  must  have  if  he  is  to  succeed 
in  life,  and  which  be  got  in  his  boyhood  if  he  had  the  right  kind  of 
parents,  was  the  right  kind  of  boy,  and  went  to  the  right  kind  of 
school. 

"Men  look  at  any  system  of  education,  and  are  dissatisfied,  be- 
cause no  system  does  for  everybody  what  education  should  do.  They 
would  gather  grapes  from  thorns  and  figs  from  thistles.  They  forget 
that  even  the  best  seed  may  fall  on  stony  ground  or  be  eaten  by  the 
fowl  of  the  air.  They  forget  that  no  school  master  and  no  school 
system  can  make  over  a  boy's  ancestors,  or  banish  his  temptations, 
or  give  eyes  to  the  blind ;  and  they  have  their  visions,  their  theories, 
their  panaceas ;  and  people  rush  after  their  panaceas  as  people  rush 
after  other  panaceas,  to  find  that  the  panacea  comes  and  goes,  while 
the  disease  abides ;  and  the  steadfast  old  teacher  almost  loses  heart, 
like  the  steadfast  old  physician  who  sees  people  stake  their  money 
and  their  lives  on  a  new  patent  medicine,  on  irrational  healers  of 
all  sorts,  on  persons  who  prescribe  from  examining  locks  of  hair  or 
from  looking  at  the  stars;  but  by  and  by  he  says  to  himself:  'This, 
too,  shall  pass.'  Of  the  new  teachers  the  dishonest  will  soon  reveal 
themselves ;  and  from  the  honestly  mistaken  some  good  may  come.  I 
will  stand  by  a  few  things  that  I  know.  I  know  that  it  is  better  to 
concentrate  the  mind  than  to  dissipate  it,  to  train  it  than  to  pamper 
it.  I  know  that  there  is  no  courage  and  no  intellectual  joy  like  the 
courage  and  the  joy  of  that  effort  which  ends  in  mastery.  New  sys- 
tems may  come  and  go.  I  will  take  with  gratitude  whatever  in  any 
one  of  them  adds  beauty,  interest,  helpful  variety,  cultivating  influ- 
ence, any  kind  of  strength  or  glory,  to  a  task  as  perplexing  as  it  is 
noble;  yet  not  for  one  moment  shall  I  forget  that  sound  training 
comes  before  varied  accomplishment;  that  there  is  no  strength  and 
no  glory  like  that  of  duty  steadily  and  bravely  done." 


FARRELL— L.  R.  Eckles. 


The  past  year  was  a  very  busy  and  profitable  one.  The  enroll- 
ment exceeded  that  of  last  year  about  175.  Two  additional  teachers 
were  employed,  yet  the  rooms  in  many  instances  were  over  crowded. 
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The  highest  enrollment  reached  during  the  term  was  1,724.  To  meet 
the  increased  enrollment  this  year,  the  board  has  under  erection  a 
new  grade  building  of  11  rooms  which  when  finished  will  cost  $58,- 
000.  Five  additional  teachers  have  been  employed  for  the  coming 
year  which  will  make  the  regularly  employed  number  41.  The  senior 
class  this  year  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school,  9  boys 
and  12  girls.     Commencement  exercises  were  held  June  5. 

The  directors  have  taken  up  the  question  of  beautifying  the 
grounds  and  are  placing  a  fine  fence  around  the  grounds  of  the  cen- 
tral building.  The  fence  for  the  grounds  of  the  new  building  being 
erected  is  included  in  the  contract.  We  placed  the  sixth,  seventh, 
and  eighth  grades  on  the  departmental  plan  this  year,  and  the  results 
were  very  gratifying  to  all.  The  plan  will  be  continued  the  coming 
year. 

The  library  has  been  increased  until  it  now  numbers  960  volumes. 
The  aim  is  to  increase  it  to  2,000  volumes.  The  pupils  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  and  it  is  a  great  factor  in  the  work. 

For  the  first  time*  the  board  furnished  the  schools  with  paper 
towels,  liquid  soap,  individual  drinking  cups  and  drinking  fountains. 
These  all  were  pleasing  to  the  teachers  and  will  be  continued  in  the 
schools.  A  business  course  covering  four  years  was  added  and  the 
first  year's  work  was  very  successful,  21  taking  the  course.  A  new 
interest  in  school  work  pervaded  all  the  classes  and  we  expect  the 
coming  year  with  the  added  advantages  to  be  the  very  best. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  schools  under 
my  supervision  for  the  school  year  1913-14. 

The  schools  opened  the  first  Monday  of  September,  1913,  and  closed 
Friday,  June  13,  1914,  having  been  in  session  nine  months. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  1,691;  average  daily  at- 
tendance 1,417 ;  percentage  of  attendance  96 ;  an  increase  in  average 
daily  attendance  over  last  year  of  44. 

The  work  of  the  year  shows  no  marked  changes  in  organization 
or  methods.  We  aim  to  keep  up  with  the  times,  but  are  careful  not 
to  lessen  the  value  of  the  schools  to  the  children  by  making  many  ex- 
periments. 

Two  things  are  noticeable  and  are  deemed  worthy  of  special  men- 
tion; first,  the  pupils  stay  in  school  longer  and  a  larger  percentage 
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enter  high  school  and  graduate;  second,  a  larger  percentage  of  the 
graduates  enter  college  and  seminary. 

3  We  graduated  a  class  of  sixty  young  ladies  and  gentlemen;  fifty 
per  cent,  more  than  in  any  former  class. 

The  increased  and  increasing  attendance  in  the  high  school  made 
necessary  an  addition  to  the  school  building ;  when  completed  it  will 
give  us  four  new  class  rooms,  an  auditorium  seating  950,  and  a  gym- 
nasium. We  shall  then  have  a  building  fully  equipped  and  large 
enough  to  meet  our  needs  for  some  years  to  come. 


GREENSBURG— J.  H.  Alleman. 


While  we  have  not  attained  ideal  expectations,  yet  we  are  gratified 
to  report  commendable  progress  along  all  essential  lines  of  school 
work. 

With  few  exceptions  our  teaching  force  was  exacting,  thorough 
and  efficient  in  every  detail.  Where  directors  adopt  the  broad-minded 
policy  of  electing  and  retaining  teachers  strictly  upon  merit,  rather 
than  at  the  suggestion  of  other  influences,  we  may  expect  the  highest 
degree  of  uniform  work  and  co-operation  for  the  welfare  of  our  chil- 
dren. 

The  best  directors  grant  almost  unlimited  authority  to  superinten- 
dents in  the  selection  and  retention  of  teachers,  and  then  justly  hold 
them  to  strict  accountability  for  satisfactory  results.  Such  policy 
awakens  the  entire  teaching  force  to  the  fullest  realization  of  re- 
sponsibility, to  the  closest  attention  and  respect  for  authority  in  su- 
pervision, to  renewed  zeal  and  energy  in  attaining  the  best  possible 
standards  in  work  and  results.  In  a  close  examination  of  the  school 
reports  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  almost  every- 
where the  policy  is  to  eliminate  political  considerations  and  to  con- 
duct the  schools  absolutely  for  the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation. 
Such  is  the  only  safe  and  sane  policy — citizens  should  tolerate  none 
other. 

All  subjects  of  study  received  their  proportionate  share  of  time 
and  attention,  but  especial  effort  was  directed  in  the  grade  schools 
to  reading,  language,  oral  and  written  composition,  practical  arith- 
metic and  spelling.  The  well-directed  efforts  in  these  subjects 
brought  excellent  results  over  previous  years,  and  citizens  expressed 
frequent  commendation  and  appreciation.  We  speak  conservatively 
when  we  say  that  the  results  in  spelling  can  hardly  be  surpassed  any- 
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where.  The  work  in  manual  training,  domestic  science  and  art,  pen- 
manship and  drawing  deserve  especial  mention.  An  exhibit  in  these 
lines  of  work  showed  the  general  enthusiasm  of  parents,  pupils  and 
all  other  citizens  towards  industrial  education.  Literary  work — de- 
bates, essays,  declamations,  etc. — received  regular  attention  in  gram- 
mar and  high  school  grades. 

Medical  inspection  is  accomplishing  much  for  the  physical  welfare 
of  our  pupils.  The  local  physicians  again  attended  to  these  duties 
gratuitously  for  the  district.  The  report  of  the  physicians  was  as 
follows: 

Male  pupils  examined,  1,218 

Female  pupils  examined,    1,251 

Defective  vision,   304 

Defective  hearing, 64 

Defective  teeth, 1,708 

Enlarged  tonsils, 923 

Enlarged   cervical  glands,    527 

Tubercular  tendency, 5 

Nervous  diseases,   2 

Skin  diseases,    13 

Heart  trouble,  17 

Adenoids,    40 

Catarrh, 33 

Enlarged  thyroid  glands, 42 

Throat 35 

Nose, 68 

Anaemia, 38 

Mouth  breathing, 13 

The  directors  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  solving  the  problem  of  over- 
crowded school  conditions,  and  so  long  as  these  conditions  prevail  it 
is  impossible  to  inaugurate  commendable  changes  in  our  system  of  in- 
struction— especially  in  the  high  school  department.  To  meet  the 
requirements  for  proper  classification  in  flexible  courses  of  study — 
commercial  and  industrial — we  should  have  at  least  six  or  eight  ad- 
ditional rooms  and  teachers  in  our  high  school  department.  We  are 
equally  overcrowded  in  the  departmental  grammar  building  and  in 
many  of  our  other  grade  schools.  The  bond  issue  asking  for  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  erect  a  building  on  the  Mechling  prop- 
erty was  defeated.  The  directors  increased  the  millage  as  a  solution 
to  their  project,  but  the  citizens  filed  an  injunction  and  the  court 
decided  the  case  on  various  technicalities  against  the  board.  The 
board  has  recently  voted  to  appeal  the  decision  to  the  superior  court. 
In  the  meantime  pupils  and  teachers  must  be  satisfied  with  the 
"watchful  waiting  policy." 
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All  our  teachers  were  enrolled  in  the  Pennsylvania  Educational  As- 
sociation and  in  the  Westmoreland  County  Teachers'  Association. 
The  interest  manifested  in  local  and  state  meetings  gives  evidence 
of  professional  zeal  and  activity.  Teachers  who  are  absolutely  in- 
different to  professional  advancement  should  be  relegated  to  the  rear, 
or  placed  upon  the  shelf  as  fossils  of  antiquity.  Teachers  must 
either  climb  or  fall,  grow  or  decay,  advance  or  retrograde.  Instead 
of  uniting  with  the  county  institute,  it  might  possibly  be  advantag- 
eous in  some  ways  to  have  our  own  separate  city  institute,  but  so 
long  as  the  county  institute  maintains  its  high  standard  of  instruc- 
tion we  are  hardly  justified  in  recommending  a  change. 

The  Greensburg  Civic  Association  deserves  especial  mention  for 
its  commendable  efforts  in  the  playground  movement  and  in  school 
gardening,  under  the  direction  of  well  trained  teachers  and  supervi- 
sors. Mr.  G.  F.  Ashe  supervised  the  playground  movement  and  Miss 
Mary  R.  Keenan  had  full  charge  of  the  school  gardening.  The 
school  authorities  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with  these  modern  move- 
ments for  child  welfare,  and  we  anticipate  that  the  board  will  pre- 
sently be  in  position  to  give  great  financial  aid  and  impetus  to  this 
work.  The  ladies  of  the  Civic  Association  deserve  lasting  gratitude 
for  the  superior  training  and  culture  which  result  from  their  philan- 
thropic efforts.  "If  we  take  proper  care  of  the  children,  the  Nation 
will  take  care  of  itself." 

Many  valuable  books  have  been  added  to  the  high  school  library 
during  the  year.  The  library  is  largely  the  result  of  the  Morrison 
Underwood  Fund.  This  fund  is  a  bequest  of  eleven  thousand  dol- 
lars made  by  the  late  Hon.  Morrison  Underwood  on  November  18, 
1879.  Eight-elevenths  of  the  interest  derived  from  the  said  bequest 
is  to  be  used  in  purchasing  supplies  for  the  Greensburg  high  school, 
and  the  remainder  is  to  be  used  for  public  charities.  The  library 
is  largely  aided  by  this  fund  and  the  laboratories  are  indebted  to  it 
for  much  of  their  expensive  apparatus.  This  library  with  its  splen- 
did facilities  for  high  school  students  meets  educational  needs  only 
partially.  A  progressive  and  prosperous  city  like  Greensburg  should 
have  a  public  library— one  of  the  best  in  Pennsylvania.  We  will  en- 
deavor to  create  sentiment  until  our  public  spirited  citizens  will 
supply  this  much  needed  educational  factor.  The  Teachers'  Pedago- 
gical Library  started  within  the  last  two  years  by  the  Board  of 
Education  is  proving  helpful  to  our  teaching  force. 

Special  visiting  days  for  parents  and  patrons  are  becoming  a  strong 
factor  in  securing  closer  articulation  of  home  and  school.  Such  days 
stimulate  parental  interest,  bring  teacher  and  parents  into  bonds  of 
sympathy  and  co-operation,  and  thus  elevate  the  general  tone  and 
attitude  towards  school  work.  Modern  educational  thought  be- 
gins to  recognize  the  socializing  and  vitalizing  power  and  influence 
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of  the  school  building  as  the  social  center  of  the  community.  If  citi- 
zens are  thoroughly  informed  and  aroused  to  the  needs  of  childlife, 
they  will  strenously  object  to  overcrowded  school  conditions,  to  an- 
cient dilapidated  school  buildings,  to  poorly  heated  and  ventilated 
rooms  and  all  other  inadequate  facilities.  Instead  of  criticizing  fi- 
nancial investments  for  school  betterment,  they  will  critcise  the  leth- 
argy or  apparent  indifference  of  school  authorities  and  will  denounce 
any  policy  that  would  place  the  interest  of  the  "almighty  dollar" 
above  the  interest  and  happiness  of  their  children. 

The  success  of  the  year's  work  was  due  to  the  united  efforts  and  mu- 
tual co-operation  of  all  educational  forces.  We  therefore  express  our 
most  cordial  appreciation  to  teachers,  directors,  parents,  the  public 
press,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  all  other  factors 
that  have  aided  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  our  public  schools. 


GREENVILLE— G.  B.  Gerberich. 


The  past  year  closed  as  a  year  of  substantial  growth  but  of  no 
striking  changes  or  innovations. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  but  the  per- 
centage of  attendance  was  lower  than  it  has  been  for  a  number  of 
years.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  we  had  more  than  our  share 
of  contagious  children's  diseases  which  lowered  the  attendance  from 
before  the  holidays  to  the  end  of  the  term.  When  the  public  schools 
are  the  only  agency  appealed  to  by  health  boards  to  check  or  stamp 
out  contagious  diseases  and  Sunday  schools,  picture  shows  etc.  are 
allowed  to  be  wide  open  without  any  restraint  the  chances  are  very 
meager  that  the  contagion  will  soon  subside.  Our  consolation  lies 
in  the  hope  that  we  will  be  rather  free  from  them  for  several  years 

to  come. 

The  teaching  force  during  the  past  year  was  quite  a  strong  one. 
In  the  selection  of  new  teachers  we  are  very  careful  that  the  best 
possible  ones  be  selected.  We  take  no  teachers  who  have  not  had  a 
successful  teaching  experience  either  in  some  other  schools  or  as 
assistant  in  some  of  our  own  schools.  The  academic  and  the  profes- 
sional preparation  must  be  of  high  standard  as  well. 

To  maintain  a  true  professional  spirit  among  our  teachers  one 
of  the  best  agencies  we  find  to  be  the  teachers'  meetings,  both  for 
grade  and  high  schools.     In  the  grades  the  basis  for  study  in  these 
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meetings  was  Strayer's  Brief  Course  in  the  Teaching  Process.  In  the 
high  school  the  text  was  Johnston's  High  School  Education.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  meetings  grade  conferences  were  held  at  frequent  in- 
tervals to  study  more  definitely  the  needs  of  special  subjects  and 
difficulties.  When  teachers  take  a  real  pleasure  in  preparing  for 
and  attending  these  meetings  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  they  have  not 
crossed  the  dead  line. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  created  in  our  high  school  in  agri- 
culture by  the  boys'  corn  contests  and  the  interest  taken  by  the 
county  farm  demonstrator  Mr.  McBride.  The  fact  that  we  have  a 
number  of  boys  from  the  rural  districts  in  our  high  school  who  have 
not  lost  interest  in  the  farm  when  attending  school,  has  made  our 
board  consider  seriously  the  question  of  introducing  a  strictly  agri- 
cultural course  in  the  high  school.  If  the  demand  is  great  enough  for 
a  good  sized  class  we  may  venture  such  a  course.  We  find  that  a 
number  of  boys  living  in  the  town  would  be  ready  to  take  up  this 
course. 

We  have  a  vision  of  a  new  high  school  building  which  shall  not  be 
used  for  high  school  purposes  only,  but  also  as  a  social  and  civic 
community  center.  Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  plans  pro- 
posed. 

A  class  of  31  graduated  from  the  high  school  on  May  29.  The 
attendance  during  the  year  was  1,410  and  72  were  promoted  into  the 
high  school. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  for  the  many  courtesies  shown  during  the  year. 


HANOVER— J.  C.  Carey. 


The  school  year  just  closing  has  been  a  successful  one  in  Hanover. 

Two  basement  rooms  in  one  building  were  equipped  for  manual 
training — one  for  drawing  purposes  and  one  for  bench  work.  Sched- 
ules were  arranged  so  that  each  school  of  the  6th,  7th  and  8th  grade 
and  the  freshman  class  of  the  high  school  could  spend  one  period  of 
\\  or  2  hours  per  week  at  this  work.  The  girls  of  the  school  were 
given  instruction  in  sewing  by  their  regular  teacher  at  the  same  time. 
Excellent  results  were  obtained.  Pupils  and  parents  were  greatly 
interested  in  this  work  and  we  accomplished  in  our  regular  work 
just  as  much  as  we  have  done  in  former  years  when  no  time  was  given 
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to  sewing  and  manual  training.  Much  credit  belongs  to  our  regular 
teachers  who  with  short  notice  and  little  opportunity  to  prepare  took 
up  the  sewing  work  and  carried  it  out.  Exhibitions  of  the  sewing 
and  manual  training  work  were  made  at  intervals  during  the  year 
and  they  attracted  much  attention  and  well-merited  praise. 

Our  special,  or  "Industrial,"  school  this  year  was  in  charge  of  an 
excellent,  patient,  and  sympathetic  young  teacher  who  appreciated 
to  the  full,  her  responsibility  in  dealing  with  boys  and  girls  who  were 
out  of  sympathy  with  all  school.  The  pupils  who  were  assigned  to 
this  school  were  the  disinterested  indifferent,  truant,  dull,  over-age 
children  taken  principally  from  grades  3  to  6.  Emphasis  was  put 
on  reading,  writing,  spelling  and  arithmetic.  Three  90-minute  per- 
iods a  week  were  given  to  wood  work  and  sewing,  one  period  to  bask- 
etry and  weaving,  and  for  the  last  three  months  4  hours  a  week  were 
given  to  actual  cooking  instruction  while  many  pupils  at  first  ser- 
iously object  to  be  assigned  to  this  school,  we  find  that  they  are  mostly 
content  after  a  few  weeks  stay  there,  and  we  have  done  them  much 
more  good  than  we  possibly  could  have  had  they  remained  in  the 
regular  schools.  At  the  same  time  the  regular  schools  have  been  re- 
lieved of  many  elements  that  have  been  disturbing. 

The  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  high  school,  39,  was  grad- 
uated, May  29,  and  20  of  these  will  enter  higher  institutions  and 
colleges.  An  additional  teacher  was  employed  for  the  high  school 
and  thus  more  satisfactory  departmental  teaching  secured. 

We  look  back  with  reasonable  satisfaction  to  the  accomplishments 
of  the  past  year  and  feel  assured  that  educational  progress  must  con- 
tinue here  in  the  future. 


HARRISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


Te  total  enrollment  during  the  year  was  11,078;  average  number 
belonging,  10,165 ;  average  daily  attendance,  9,079 ;  percentage  of  at- 
tendance, 91£.  The  total  high  school  enrollment  was  1,291,  of  which 
number  638  were  boys  and  653  were  girls.  The  Central  high  school 
enrollment  was  948  and  the  Technical  high  school,  343. 

Among  things  accomplished  which  are  worthy  of  special  mention 
are  the  following :  The  organization  of  Parent-Teachers'  Associations 
in  nine  school  buildings,  with  a  total  attendance  during  the  winter  of 
over  3,000;  provision  for  increased  supervision,  by  a  division  of  the 
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city  into  five  districts  instead  of  two,  as  formerly,  and  the  election 
of  general  supervisors  for  these  districts;  complete  revision  of  the 
high  school  courses  of  study ;  the  introduction  of  sewing  and  domestic 
science;  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  investigate  the  question 
of  facilities  for  normal  training  in  the  elemenary  grade;  the  opening 
of  an  additional  night  school;  the  organization  of  a  second  open  air 
school;  and  the  awarding  of  the  contract  for  a  new  and  modern  ele- 
mentary school  building. 

A  course  of  fifteen  lectures,  conducted  weekly  during  the  winter 
by  Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum,  under  the  auspices  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  an  important  feature  in  the  educational  life  of  our 
teachers.  More  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  teaching  force  of  the  city 
voluntarily  attended  the  course,  thereby  demonstrating  without  ques- 
tion their  desire  for  substantial  self  improvement.  It  is  planned  to 
continue  this  work  another  year,  should  similar  opportunity  be  af- 
forded. The  real  university  is  the  university  that  is  reversing  the  old 
order  of  things  and  is  going  out  to  the  people,  establishing  itself  at 
their  very  doors,  and  offering  its  gifts  without  even  the  asking. 

On  the  assumption  that  the  school  should  give  to  every  pupil  the 
ability  to  speak  well,  read  with  facility  and  expression,  write  freely 
and  legibly,  spell  words  within  their  ordinary  vocabulary  correctly, 
and  perform  with  reasonable  dexterity  and  accuracy  the  fundamental 
operations  with  numbers,  our  efforts  have  been  directed  during  the 
year  particularly  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  ends.  No  matter 
to  what  extent  modern  educational  ideas  may  have  effected  modifi- 
cations within  the  elementary  curriculum,  the  three  R's,  aside  from 
the  matter  of  morals  and  civic  righteousness,  are  still  entitled  to 
first  consideration  and  emphasis.  To  this  end  the  burden  of  inquiry 
and  endeavor  has  borne  intimate  relation  to  the  real  and  the  practical. 
Letter  writing  has  received  special  attention.  The  human  side  of 
geography  has  been  emphasized.  The  development  of  patriotic  emo- 
tions and  the  inculcation  of  civic  virtues  have  been  the  ultimate  ob- 
ject in  the  teaching  of  history  and  civics.  Physiology  has  been  taught 
with  particular  relation  to  health  and  happiness.  Physical  exer- 
cise and  fresh  air  have  received  special  attention.  Finally,  a  sincere 
effort  has  been  made,  in  connection  with  all  forms  of  school  work,  to 
direct  pupils  into  right  thinking  and  right  conduct  and  along  lines 
which  make  for  the  upbuilding  of  substantial  character. 

Among  the  general  projects  now  under  consideration,  but  not  fully 
matured,  might  be  mentioned  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school,  the 
centralization  of  grammar  schools,  the  changing  from  a  nine  to  an 
eight  year  course  below  the  high  school,  semi-annual  promotions, 
manual  work  in  the  grammar  grades,  and  larger  provision  for  sub- 
normal pupils. 

16—6—1914 
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The  schools  of  Harrisburg  and  of  Pennsylvania  suffered  a  severe 
loss,  on  March  9,  in  the  death  of  one  of  our  district  supervisors,  Dr. 
Lewis  S.  Shimniell.  Dr.  Shimmell  was  well  known  as  an  educator, 
both  within  and  without  the  bounds  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  was 
particularly  noted  as  a  student  and  writer  of  history.  He  was  au- 
thor of  "The  Pennsylvania  Citizen,"  "A  Short  History  of  Pennsylva- 
nia," and  "The  Government  of  the  United  States."  His  ripe  scholar- 
ship, rare  judgment,  genial  disposition,  love  for  children,  public 
spiritedness,  unselfish  service,  and  high  moral  and  religious  charac- 
ter, have  left  an  indelible  impress  upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  the 
community. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  full  co- 
operation of  principals  and  teachers.  Our  acknowledgement  is  also 
due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  co-operation  and  as- 
sistance rendered,  upon  application,  by  way  of  advice  and  suggestion. 


HAZLETON — David  A.  Harman. 


A  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  after  my  return  from  a  visit  to 
the  schools  of  Gary  and  Hammond,  Ind.,  I  submitted  a  report  to  my 
school  board  and  made  some  suggestions  that  were  adopted,  tenta- 
tively, and  I  was  instructed  to  give  the  scheme  a  trial  of  a  year. 

The  plan  in  brief  was  to  divide  the  teachers  of  the  larger  build- 
ings into  two  classes— academic  and  special — the  academic  teachers 
instructing  in  arithmetic,  grammar,  history,  reading,  spelling  and 
geography— the  special  teachers  in  science,  penmanship,  English,  phy- 
sical training,  music,  drawing,  elementary  industrial  work,  sewing, 
cooking  and  manual  training.     When  in  full  operation,  this  system 
would  abolish  supervisors,  reduce  the  number  of  teachers  and  lesson 
the  school-rooms  required,  so  that  the  savings  effected  would  amount 
to  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  per  year  in  a  system  the  size  of  ours, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  schools  would  get  the  benefit  of  special  in- 
struction. Twelve  teachers  volunteered  to  take  summer  school  courses 
in  special  branches  to  better  prepare  themselves  for  the  plan.     All 
except  two  went  either  to  Cornell  or  to  Columbia.     After  an  initial 
trial  of  a  year,  the  teachers  who  were  engaged  in  the  Departmental 
System  voted  unanimously  to  continue  it.     There  are  some  valid  ob- 
jections to  the  plan,  but  the  benefits  so  far  overbalance  them  that  I 
recommend  a  continuation  of  the  system.     We  must,  however,  de- 
vise ways  and  means  by  which  the  teachers  may  better  qualify  them- 
selves for  still  greater  efficiency;  this  will  be  done  in  the  near  future. 
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Probably  no  decision  of  the  school  board  in  years  has  been  so  gen- 
erally acceptable  to  the  public  as  that  of  a  year  ago  when  they  au- 
thorized the  opening  of  night  schools  that  give  to  employed  boys  and 
girls  the  same  privileges  enjoyed  by  those  who  attended  the  day  ses- 
sions. The  school  was  opened  October  16,  1913  and  extended  over  a 
period  of  eighty-nine  (89)  nights,  closing  the  term's  work  April  7, 
1914.  The  original  enrollment  was  595— of  these,  76  were  over  21 
years  of  age;  315  were  between  16  and  21;  and  104  were  between  14 
and  16.  According  to  nationality,  there  were  340  American  born 
children  and  the  others  were  divided  among  eleven  different  nation- 
alities. The  school  opened  with  a  principal  and  nineteen  regularly 
employed  teachers  in  the  following  departments:  Academic  work  from 
the  first  grade  to  the  high  school,  310;  cooking,  96;  sewing,  43;  man- 
ual training,  63 ;  mechanical  drawing,  35 ;  bookkeeping,  18 ;  and  sten- 
ography, 30.  The  average  weekly  enrollment  was  385  and  the  enroll- 
ment at  the  close  of  school,  April  7,  was  141. 

The  attendance  upon  the  fresh  air  school  was  not  quite  so  large 
the  past  term  as  formerly.  We  take  it  as  evidence  that  the  health  of 
the  children  has  improved.  The  community  is  indebted  to  the  ladies 
of  the  Committee  on  Tuberculosis  of  the  United  Charities  for  their 
interest  in  the  school.  They  furnished  blankets,  esquimo  suits  and 
felt  boots  for  the  comfort  of  the  children  and  supplied  also  gruel, 
cocoa,  etc.  for  their  noon  lunch. 

The  lack  of  sufficient  schoolrooms  was  severely  felt  the  past  year 
as  eighteen  teachers  and  880  pupils  were  in  double  sessions — that  is, 
certain  schools  reported  from  8  to  10  and  from  12  to  2,  while  others 
used  the  same  schoolrooms  from  10  to  12  and  2  to  4.  Those  condi- 
tions will  be  corrected  in  the  northwestern  district  when  the  Locust 
Street  Building  is  completed,  but  we  shall  still  be  overcrowded  in 
the  eastern  and  southern  districts.  Growth  of  the  city  is  an  indica- 
tion of  prosperity;  but  it  means  also  more  school  facilities. 

Nearly  two  hundred  students  who  completed  the  eighth  grade  have 
registered  for  the  high  school.  This  is  a  matter  of  congratulation 
because  it  is  evidence  that  our  community  is  awake  to  the  fact  that 
the  man  or  woman  of  the  future  who  is  to  have  a  chance  for  the  most 
desirable  positions  whether  in  shop,  factory,  office  or  profession  must 
have  at  least  a  common  school  education. 

The  growth  in  numbers  of  high  school  pupils  proves  the  popularity 
of  that  institution.  It  is,  indeed,  the  college  of  the  masses  and  when 
to  its  present  "courses"  we  add  an  "industrial  course"  there  can  be  no 
criticism  that  any  boy  or  girl  is  discriminated  against. 

The  exhibition  of  drawing  and  industrial  work  in  the  Green  Street 
school  building  at  the  close  of  the  term  was  a  revelation  to  many  of 
our  citizens.  The  exhibit  included  work  from  every  grade  of  the 
schools,  from  the  little  six  and  seven  years  old  of  the  first  grade  to 
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the  second  year  of  the  high  school,  and  embraced  color  work,  free 
hand  and  mechanical  drawing,  cutting,  weaving,  braiding,  basketry- 
cardboard  construction,  sewing,  dressmaking,  cooking  and  manual 
training.  It  is  surprising  to  note  with  what  eagerness  the  pupils 
engage  in  the  various  forms  of  drawing  and  industrial  work  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  hear  from  parents  the  universal  commendation  of  the 
action  of  the  school  board  in  giving  the  hundreds  of  children  who  will 
enter  upon  wage  earning  at  the  end  of  their  school  days,  at  least 
some  knowledge  of  the  crafts  that  they  will  pursue.  There  is  still, 
however,  a  wide  and  serious  division  between  those  who  can  go  for- 
ward in  the  high  school  and  fit  themselves  for  the  professions  and 
commercial  life  and  those  who  stand  at  the  entrance  to  the  high 
school  but  cannot  go  in  because  there  is  no"Course"  there  that  will 
fit  them  for  the  occupations  in  life  that  they  desire  to  enter.  The 
prevocational  training  received  in  the  grades  should  be  followed  by  a 
full  vocational  course  that  would  encourage  hundreds  of  boys  and 
girls  to  continue  their  education  who  drop  out  of  school  because  the 
kind  of  training  that  they  want  and  need  is  not  to  be  had.  There 
can  and  should  be  co-operation  between  the  home  and  the  school,  the 
shop  and  the  schools,  the  manufactories  and  industries  and  the 
school ;  but  the  initiative  must  come  from  the  school. 

After  careful  consideration  of  the  salary  question,  the  school  board, 
by  unanimous  vote,  added  fifty  dollars  per  year  to  the  present  sched- 
ule, which  will  give  the  regular  grade  teachers  six  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  annually  and  increase  all  other  teachers  by  the  same  amount, 
except  principals  who  will  be  increased  $100. 

Some  one  has  said,  "The  ends  sought  by  education  are  to  train  the 
mind  into  the  habit  of  clear  and  accurate  thinking,  to  accumulate  a 
body  of  useful  and  necessary  knowledge,  and  to  acquire  correct  habits 
of  conduct  and  behavior;  to  extend  the  field  of  useful  information 
and  acquire  that  breadth  of  knowledge  necessary  to  good  judgment 
and  to  overcome  prejudice;  to  prepare  for  true  living,  home  building, 
and  intelligent  citizenship." 

To  accomplish  these  and  other  desirable  ends,  many  things  must 
yet  be  incorporated  into  the  school  system  of  Hazleton.  Judging 
from  the  past,  however,  and  with  my  knowledge  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
present  board  to  the  schools,  I  am  confident  that  the  necessary  steps 
will  be  taken  from  time  to  time  that  will  give  our  boys  and  girls 
opportunities  to  prepare  for  life's  work  that  will  place  them  on  a 
par  with  other  communities  of  similar  financial  ability. 
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HAZLE  TOWNSHIP— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


During  the  year  just  closed  the  Board  of  Directors  keeping  pace 
with  the  demands  of  the  township  for  new  modern  and  improved 
school  buildings  to  take  the  place  of  the  ones  which  time  had  ren- 
dered useless,  built  new  buildings  at  Ebervale  and  Jeddo.  These 
buildings  and  the  grounds  surrounding  them  are  models  of  what 
township  schools  should  be.  This  year  there  is  in  contemplation 
and  plans  have  already  been  prepared  and  approved  by  your  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  in 
place  of  the  old  ones  at  Harwood  Mines  and  Milnesville.  These  im- 
provements are  going  along  so  gradually  that  they  are  not  burden- 
some to  the  taypayers  and  in  fact  meet  with  their  unqualified  en- 
dorsement. 

In  line  with  the  suggestion  made  in  my  report  to  you  one  year  ago, 
the  Board  of  School  Directors  has  made  it  obligatory  on  the  members 
of  the  high  school  faculty  to  take  courses  of  study  in  summer  schools 
in  the  State  and  they  have  also  suggested  that  the  grade  teachers  take 
advantage  of  these  opportunities.  The  improvement  in  the  efficiency 
of  the  teachers  who  took  advantage  of  these  suggestions  one  year  ago 
has  been  very  noticeable. 

The  commercial  department  of  the  high  school  will  be  thoroughly 
organized  and  fully  equipped  for  the  coming  year.  Specially  trained 
teachers  will  be  in  charge  and  the  indications  are  that  the  business 
course  is  going  to  be  popular  and  well  supported. 

The  high  school  offers  five  full  courses  of  four  years  and  nine  teach- 
ers will  be  employed  next  year. 

The  latin  scientific  course  continues  to  remain  the  most  popular 
and  this  fact  indicates  that  many  of  our  high  school  graduates  con- 
template to  continue  their  education  in  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing. 

Our  elective  course  has  not  had  the  effect  we  had  anticipated  be- 
fore its  adoption  and  comparatively  very  few  are  taking  advantage 
of  it  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  regular  courses  offer  the  require- 
ments for  the  professional  studies. 

The  science  departments  of  the  high  school  are  being  gradually 
equipped  with  modern  apparatus  and  of  sufficient  amount  to  permit 
these  subjects  to  be  taught  with  the  maximum  number  of  individual 
experiments  instead  of  the  minimum. 

The  laboratory  must  become  a  real  work  shop  if  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  sciences  are  to  function  productively  in  the  lives  of 
the  students  after  graduation. 
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The  class  of  1914  appeared  in  cap  and  gown  at  the  graduation  ex- 
ercises, June  12th,  1914. 

The  innovation  proved  a  success  and  struck  a  popular  chord  among 
the  patrons  of  the  district. 

The  experiment  has  caused  a  demand  that  the  custom  be  continued 
at  our  future  commencement  exercises.  And  this  leads  me  to  ob- 
serve that  the  custom  of  cap  and  gown  at  graduation  exercises  should 
be  encouraged  by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  It  would  not  only 
spare  extraordinary  expense  on  the  parents  of  children  who  can  illy 
afford  it,  but  it  would  not  subject  their  children's  clothes  to  com- 
parison with  those  of  easier  and  more  comfortable  means.  It  also 
adds  an  impressive  dignity  to  the  occasion. 

Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs  delivered  the  address  on  the  occasion  of  our 
fifteenth  annual  commencement,  June  12th,  1914. 

The  large  audience  present  was  very  enthusiastic  in  giving  expres- 
sion to  the  masterful  address,  delivered  so  delightfully  by  the  gifted 
speaker. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  Dr.  Krebs  gave  secondary 
education  a  mighty  impetus  in  Hazle  township  by  his  powerful  ad- 
dress. 

We  were  highly  commended  by  our  people  for  affording  them  the 
privilege  to  hear  this  wizard  of  the  platform. 


HOMESTEAD— Landis  Tanger. 


In  a  general  way  school  work  was  encouraging  during  the  term. 
There  prevailed  a  general  spirit  of  confidence  among  the  people  in 
the  work  of  the  schools.  The  record  of  attendance  of  the  pupils  was 
good  and  the  tendency  among  children  to  seek  permanent  employment 
on  becoming  fourteen  years  of  age  seems  to  be  diminishing.  The 
attitude  of  the  alien  and  his  child  toward  the  school  is  very  hopeful. 
Teachers  and  the  school  board  feel  that  the  purpose  of  the  public 
schools  is  service. 

During  the  term  we  organized  two  special  schools — one  for  boys 
and  one  for  girls.  The  programs  were  arranged  that  the  pupils 
might  follow  the  regular  branches  of  study  half  the  day  and  do 
manual  work  the  remainder.  In  a  number  of  instances  pupils  were 
benefitted  greatly  in  the  regular  school  work  in  these  rooms,  while 
manual  work  gave  them  better  physical  control.     This  type  of  school 
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is  helpful  to  pupils  in  the  lower  grades  if  they  are  taken  as  soon  as  it 
it  discovered  that  they  are  backward. 

The  departmental  system  enables  us  to  adjust  the  courses  in  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  avoid  the  lockstep  that  often  prevails 
in  a  closely  graded  system. 

The  director  of  playgrounds,  employed  by  the  Carnegie  Steel  Com- 
pany, did  very  effective  work  in  physical  culture  with  the  children 
in  the  lower  grades.  This  work  gave  the  children  great  freedom 
put  them  in  a  cheerful  state  of  mind  because  of  the  principles  of 
play  and  the  contests  in  games  that  were  employed.  I  feel  that  this 
work  added  greatly  to  the  moral  tone  of  the  school. 

During  the  term  we  held  grade  meetings  every  month  for  the  pur- 
poses of  conference.  The  Principals'  and  Teachers'  Associations  held 
twelve  meetings  during  the  term  that  were  cultural  and  inspirational 
in  character.  The  meetings  held  weekly  by  the  principals  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  current  educational  topics  and  book  reviews  have  put  the 
teachers  in  touch  with  the  more  recent  theories  and  practices  in 
teaching. 

In  a  study  of  retardation  it  is  found  that  twenty  per  cent,  of 
the  pupils  of  the  grades  are  retarded.  (Estimated  by  Ayres  scale) 
We  ran  standardization  tests  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  in  arithmetic.  The  chief  value  of  these  tests  lies  in  the  fact 
that  they  aid  greatly  in  detecting  the  strong  and  weak  points  in 
certain  kinds  of  work.     This  work  will  be  continued  the  coming  year. 

The  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  district  are  in  good  condition. 
The  district  has  recently  made  provision  to  repair  thoroughly  two 
buildings  each  year.  This  plan  will  keep  the  buildings  sanitary  and 
up-to-date  in  equipment.  To  take  care  of  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  pupils  we  are  erecting  at  present  an  annex  of  six  rooms  to  the 
Second  Ward  Building.  This  addition  will  meet  the  demands  for 
several  years. 

Homestead  needs  medical  inspection  and  a  school  nurse.  If  we 
could  have  the  assistance  of  these  two  agencies  the  work  of  the  schools 
would  be  aided  greatly  and  the  homes  would  be  greatly  aided  in 
promoting  the  health  of  their  children. 


HUNTINGDON— W.  M.  Rife. 


The  following  features  of  a  successful  year's  work  are  worthy  of 
note: 

The  foundation  of  our  new  13-room  building  was  laid  April  1,  1914. 
The  contract  is  well  under  way  at  this  writing  and  October  first 
should  find  our  Fourth  Ward  schools  in  new  quarters. 
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An  additional  eighth  grade  school  was  organized  last  October. 

Our  spelling  contest  in  the  grade  schools  aroused  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest  in  orthography. 

A  syllabus  for  the  study  of  the  history  and  geography  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  of  Huntingdon  county  was  issued  by  the  superintendent. 
For  one  week  this  study  superseded  the  regular  lesson  in  geography 
and  history.  The  strictly  local  features  of  the  study  revealed  some 
of  the  historical  richness  of  the  Juniata  Valley.  This  feature  of  the 
year's  work  was  the  subject  of  wide  favorable  comment. 

Dr.  Ezra  Lehman  of  the  Shippensburg  Normal  school  addressed 
our  teachers  and  patrons  on  "Vocational  Education"  at  the  time  of 
our  city  institute. 

The  spirit  of  our  teachers  deserves  special  mention.  In  Septem- 
ber three  classes  were  organized  for  professional  reading.  The  texts 
used  for  this  purpose  were  "The  Normal  Child  and  Primary  Educa- 
tion," "Standards  in  Education,"  and  Stanley  Hall's  "Youth."  Our 
high  school  teachers  are  patrons  of  the  summer  schools  at  State 
College  and  Columbia. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  extended  by  the 
Department  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  and  co- 
operation of  the  local  board. 


JEANNETTE— Theo.  B.  Shank. 


There  has  been  a  substantial  increase  of  pupils  over  last  year  in 
our  schools  and  although  we  erected  an  eight  room  building  four 
years  ago,  the  borough  is  face  to  face  with  the  problem  of  more 
room,  as  every  school  room  is  now  occupied  and  some  have  too  many 
pupils  for  efficient  work. 

Our  high  school  has  scarcely  grown  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  pupils  in  the  grades  and  the  longer  I  am  in  the  work,  the  more 
am  I  convinced  that  it  is  the  fault  of  the  high  school.  The  teachers 
in  high  schools  do  not  realize  enough  that  pupils  from  the  grades 
need  a  great  deal  of  encouragement  when  they  come  into  the  high 
school.  It  is  a  big  change  for  them  and  they  must  be  carefully 
nurtured  if  we  can  hope  to  retain  them  and  in  a  high  school  of  our 
size,  we  have  been  unable  to  give  them  the  things  which  they  need.  A 
small  percentage  go  to  college  and  yet  we  make,  them  all  take  work, 
fitting  them  for  college.  During  the  past  year,  a  business  course  has 
been  added  and  that  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  school.     It  is 
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comprehensive  enough  to  include  studies  that  add  culture  and  at  the 
same  time  pupils  feel  that  they  are  working  to  some  end.  I  feel 
that  it  will  materially  increase  our  numbers  and  be  the  means  of 
keeping  them  in  school  longer.  Superintendents  should  see  that  the 
strongest  teachers  have  charge  of  the  first  year  pupils  and  then  I 
believe  that  fewer  students  will  drop  out.  High  school  inspection 
has  done  much  for  us  all  and  it  will  do  more  as  time  goes  on. 

We  have  continued  our  free  medical  inspection  and  it  has  been 
gratifying  to  note  the  great  good  that  has  resulted  from  this  most 
important  work.  It  has  been  done  now  for  five  consecutive  years 
and  each  year  the  results  have  been  more  marked.  It  has  done  won- 
ders for  the  discipline  of  the  schools  and  I  account  for  that  in  the 
fact  that  a  normal  child  is  a  good  child  and  that  if  his  physical 
disabilities  are  corrected,  he  will  give  the  teacher  no  trouble.  The 
national  government  has  given  us  quite  a  good  deal  of  recognition 
and  has  sent  to  all  the  schools  of  the  country  a  bulletin  describing 
our  plan.  I  am  confident  that  far  too  little  emphasis  is  laid  upon 
this  most  important  part  of  the  school  work.  If  I  can  be  of  any 
service  in  helping  to  have  our  plan  introduced  over  the  country,  I 
shall  feel  that  I  have  been  of  some  real  service  in  the  work  of  educa- 
tion. 

As  a  rule  the  normal  child  will  get  along.  Some  are  brighter  than 
others;  some  have  more  ambition  than  others,  but  the  normal  fellow 
will  pretty  well  look  out  for  himself;  it  is  the  weak  child  physically 
who  needs  our  attention  and  it  is  real  educational  activity  if  we  look 
after  him  and  see  that  he  has  a  chance  with  his  fellows.  The  aver- 
age teacher  can  make  good  if  we  give  him  normal  children  and  inas- 
much as  the  majority  of  teachers  are  average  teachers,  it  is  very 
important  that  we  try  to  give  them  fairly  normal  material  upon 
which  to  work.  I  have  always  felt  and  believed  that  the  school  man 
with  his  free  hand,  made  possible  by  our  sensible  school  system,  has 
an  unusually  splendid  opportunity  to  work  out  his  own  salvation  in 
his  own  way  and  therefore  his  responsibility  is  all  the  greater  in 
Pennsylvania  than  in  the  majority  of  the  states ;  it  is  our  duty  to  do 
all  in  our  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  schools  committed  to 
our  charge.  It  is  easy  to  bluff  the  community  by  making  a  great 
show  in  the  many  things  that  make  for  display,  but  it  is  our  business 
to  really  and  truly  fit  the  child  for  the  serious  business  of  life  with 
its  many  problems. 

I  want  to  express  my  gratitude  to  my  board  for  its  unusually 
hearty  co-operation  and  loyalty  to  me  and  to  the  Department  for 
their  kindness  and  their  assistance  during  the  year. 
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JOHNSTOWN,  J.  N.  Adee. 


The  total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  during  the  year  was  8,508, 
which  was  an  increase  of  410  over  that  of  last  year.  Of  this  num- 
l.er,  236  children  were  enrolled  in  the  kindergarten  and  874  in  the 
high  school,  375  boys  and  499  girls. 

One  hundred  twenty-five  seniors  received  diplomas  of  graduation, 
52  boys  and  73  girls.  Fifty-three  pupils  completed  the  grammar 
grades  at  the  middle  of  the  year  and  three  hundred  five  in  June. 

Intensive  Study  of  Johnstown. 

It  seems  highly  desirable  that  our  children  should  become  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  history,  geography,  industries,  and  so- 
cial and  civic  conditions  of  their  own  city  by  the  time  they  com- 
plete the  eighth  grade.  In  order  to  systematically  develop  this  work, 
we  have  distributed  the  following  topics  among  the  grades  and  have 
asked  teachers  to  teach  them  in  connection  with  history  or  geography. 
They  afford  material  for  oral  and  written  compositions  in  language. 
Committees  of  teachers  were  appointed  to  make  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion and  write-up  of  each  of  these  topics.  For  the  most  part,  the 
work  has  been  completed  and  we  hope  to  issue  it  in  book  form  as 
soon  as  possible  in  order  that  it  may  serve  as  a  textbook  on  the 
study  of  Johnstown. 

First,  second  and  third  grades:  Sources  of  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter  for  the  people  of  Johnstown  as  outlined  in  the  course  of  study 
and  further  developed  by  the  primary  supervisor.  His  Historic 
Johnstown  in  Third  Grade. 

Fourth  Grade:  Lumbering  and  Milling.  Coal  Mining.  Quarry- 
ing.    Manufacture  of  Coke  and  Fire  Clay. 

Fifth  Grade:  Fire  and  Police  Departments.  Educational  Insti- 
tutions. Churches.  Hospitals.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Philanthropic  Asso- 
ciations.    Public  Buildings,  as  postoffice,  library. 

Sixth  Grade:  Transportation,  as  railroads,  street  cars,  automo- 
biles, drays.  Streets— care  of  them,  paving,  sidewalks,  Water  Supply. 
Sewers.     Public  Health.     The  Park  System. 

Seventh  Grade:  Manufacturing— an  intensive  study  of  the  steel 
industry.     Also  give  some  time  to  other  manufactories. 

Eighth  Grade:  The  city  government— executive,  legislative,  judi- 
cial.    Gas  and  Electric  Lighting.     Telephone.     Telegraph. 

Thus,  through  an  intensive  study  of  Johnstown,  we  hope  to  deeply 
interest  our  boys  and  girls  in  the  present  and  future  material  devel- 
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opment  of  this  city,  and  to  inculcate  in  them  high  ideals  of  neatness, 
sanitation,  law  and  order,  and  everything  that  goes  to  make  their 
homes,  their  social  buildings,  and  their  city  most  desirable  places  in 
which  to  work  and  live. 

Co-operative  Industrial  Work. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  thirty  boys  from  the  second  year 
class  of  our  high  school  started  to  work  at  the  close  of  school  under 
the  co-operative  industrial  plan,  which  has  been  worked  out  so  suc- 
cessfully at  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Under  this  plan  the  boys  work  in  pairs,  one  boy  in  the  factory  one 
week  and  in  the  high  school  the  next;  the  other  boy  of  the  pair 
alternates.  That  is,  the  boy  in  school  this  week  goes  to  the  factory 
Saturday  and  takes  the  work  in  hand  that  the  other  boy  has  been 
doing  all  the  week,  so  he  can  take  it  up  quickly  Monday  morning 
without  encroaching  too  much  upon  the  time  of  the  foreman. 

Opportunity  Booms  for  Backward  Children. 

In  order  to  give  special  assistance  to  backward  children  and  not 
to  impede  the  progress  of  more  forward  pupils,  we  arranged,  during 
the  year,  special  rooms  for  such  children.  We  called  them  "Oppor- 
tunity Booms;"  work  shops  might  be  a  better  term.  This  has  been 
done  without  extra  cost  to  the  district,  as  no  extra  teachers  were 
employed  for  this  purpose.  A  teacher  can  handle  a  larger  number 
of  average  pupils  than  she  can  a  mixed  room  of  average  and  back- 
ward children.  Thus,  by  relieving  several  teachers  of  pupils  that 
require  a  great  deal  of  special  attention,  each  of  these  teachers  is  in 
a  position  to  receive  more  pupils  than  she  lost  and,  although  her  num- 
ber is  larger  than  before,  still  she  can  do  better  work,  for  all  her  pu- 
pils are  about  normal  in  ability. 

School  Gardens. 

Eight  school  gardens  were  started  this  spring  by  pupils  in  eight 
different  buildings.  All  of  them  seem  to  be  doing  well  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Mr.  A.  G.  Ober,  Principal  of  the  Cypress  Avenue  school. 
I  hope  they  will  be  such  a  success  that  next  year  every  building  will 
have  a  garden  if  it  is  at  all  possible  to  get  available  ground  for  this 
purpose. 

Cigarette  Law.  * 

The  teachers,  principals,  supervisors,  and  attendance  officers  have 
done  very  efficient  work  in  enforcing  the  cigarette  law  and  arousing 
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sentiment  against  the  use  of  cigarettes  and  tobacco  among  boys. 
The  high  school  boys  formed  an  anti-cigarette  organization,  which 
includes  95  per  cent,  of  the  boys  of  the  high  school.  Fully  98  per 
cent,  of  the  grade  boys  promised  not  to  use  cigarettes. 


Night  School. 

We  maintained  a  very  successful  twelve  weeks  night  school  last 
year;  the  first  that  has  been  in  existence  here  for  many  years.  Eleven 
hundred  sixty-three  pupils  were  enrolled.  Of  these  five  hundred 
eighty-two  were  males  and  five  hundred  eighty-one  females;  they 
represented  twelve  nationalities  and  sixty-five  different  occupations. 

Retardation. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  during  each  of  the  past  three  years  we 
have  reduced  the  percentage  of  retardation  in  our  schools.  The  first 
year  we  found  63.1  per  cent,  of  retardation,  the  second  year,  53  per 
cent.,  and  last  year,  49.2  per  cent.  The  first  year  the  number  of  re- 
peaters was  931,  the  second  year,  690,  and  last  year,  514. 

Watching  the  Individual  Pupil. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  school  year  we  taken  an  inventory  of 
the  pupils  in  order  to  determine  their  ages,  to  see  whether  they  are 
ahead  or  behind  in  their  studies,  and  to  weigh  their  strength  and 
capacity,  to  do  the  work  of  their  grade  in  one  year  or  less  time  if 
possible.  As  a  result  of  this  plan,  the  bright  pupils  as  well  as  the 
slow  ones  are  benefited.  Last  year,  six  hundred  forty-four  pupils 
made  a  grade  and  a  half  in  one  year,  thirty-nine,  a  grade  and  a  half 
in  half  a  year,  one  hundred  twenty-two,  two  grades  in  one  year,  and 
six,  two  grades  in  one-half  a  year. 


JUNIATA— M.   B.   Wineland. 


The  Juniata  public  schools  closed  Wednesday,  June  4,  with  high 
school  commencement  exercises  the  following  evening  in  the  Metho- 
dist: Episcopal  Church.    A  class  of  twenty-five  students,  the  largest 
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class  in  the  history  of  the  school,  completed  the  four-year  high  school 
course.  Dr.  Heed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, was  the  orator  of  the  occasion. 

The  fact  that  we  are  unable  to  hold  a  higher  percentage  of  boys 
in  our  high  school  gives  us  a  great  deal  of  concern.  Entirely  too 
many  of  our  boys  leave  school  and  go  to  work  at  fourteen,  just  about 
the  time  they  are  ready  to  enter  the  high  school.  A  change  m 
courses  of  study  and  an  introduction  of  manual  training,  would,  1 
believe  help  to  solve  the  problem.  Our  high  school  numbered  one 
hundred  fifty-two  last  year.  Of  this  number  one  hundred  three  were 
girls  and  forty-nine  were  boys. 

The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  a  very  pleasant  and,  we  be- 
lieve a  very  prosperous  one  in  many  respects.  It  has  been  a  year 
of  quiet,  consistent  work.  Although  a  number  of  teachers  were  with- 
out previous  experience  in  teaching,  yet  with  perhaps  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, the  results  were  very  satisfactory.  Many  of  our  teachers 
are  continually  improving  their  scholarship  by  attending  training 
schools  during  the  vacation  and  are  thus  better  preparing  themselves 
for  the  work  of  teaching. 

On  the  whole  we  followed  much  the  same  plans  as  were  outlined 
for  the  preceding  term.  Special  stress  was  placed  on  the  subjects  of 
English,  penmanship  and  mathematics,  and  we  hope  to  continue  our 
efforts  in  these  subjects  until  results  are  of  the  best. 

One  special  feature  of  the  year's  endeavor  was  the  excellent  work 
done  in  music.  Children,  who  a  few  years  ago  were  afraid  apparently 
of  their  own  voices,  are  now  interested  and  sing  because  they  enjoy 
it.  We  can  see  the  influence  that  music  has  had  on  the  children 
everywhere  throughout  the  town. 

Our  schools  are  still  congested,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a 
new  building  was  opened  two  years  ago.    It  is  impossible  to  do  the 
best  work  so  long  as  schools  are  overcrowded.    Our  Board  of  Educa- 
tion is  endeavoring  to  find  some  solution  to  this  all  important  prob- 
lem, but  the  question  of  finance  stands  out  so  prominently  in  their 
deliberations.    We  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
we  may  have  a  new  high  school  building,  and  thus  relieve  the  grades. 
During  the  year  we  have  given  the  subject  of  retardation  special 
study.     Until  such  systematic   study    was    made,    teachers    could 
scarcely  believe  that  the  percentage  of  retardation  was  as  high  as  it 
is.    It  developed  that,  while  some  of  it  is  due  to  negligence  on  the 
part  of  parents,  much  of  it  could  be  overcome  by  proper  medical  in- 
spection. . 

In  a  small  way  school  gardening  was  introduced  in  our  schools 
last  year.  The  plot  of  ground  which  was  used  for  this  purpose  was 
120  feet  by  220  feet.  Late  in  November  of  last  year  the  ground  was 
-iven  a  heavy  coat  of  manure  and  then  plowed.    It  was  left  in  this 
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condition  during  the  winter  months.  As  soon  as  the  frost  was  out 
of  the  ground  boys  were  sent  to  work  to  enclose  it  with  a  fence.  A 
little  later  it  was  discovered  that  parts  of  the  plot  were  wet  and 
soggy  and  that  in  order  to  cultivate  these  places  some  draining  must 
be  done.  We  purchased  150  feet  of  drain  tiling  and  then  put  the 
boys  to  work  digging  ditches  and  laying  pipe. 

After  the  soil  was  dry  enough  to  cultivate  the  work  of  laying  out 
plots  and  making  of  paths  was  begun.  The  plots  are  6  by  12  feet 
with  paths  15  inches  wide  around  each  plot.  Owing  to  lateness  of 
the  season  the  planting  could  not  all  be  done  before  the  close  of 
school.  However,  all  but  a  few  plots  were  taken  and  cared  for  dur- 
ing the  summer,  and  at  this  time  it  is  too  early  to  give  definite  re- 
sults. Each  child  is  keeping  a  record  of  what  he  has  grown  and 
with  what  result.  All  through  the  summer  evenings  from  twenty-five 
to  forty  children  could  be  seen  in  the  gardens.  Many  of  the  parents 
accompanied  their  children  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work. 
We  hope  to  do  a  great  deal  more  along  this  line  next  year. 


KANE— F.  R.  Neild. 


Our  schools  closed  June  10th,  with  an  enrollment  of  1,472.  On 
June  9th  a  class  of  thirty-nine  graduated  from  our  high  school,  the 
largest  class  that  ever  graduated  from  the  Kane  high  school. 

Slightly  over  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  were  promoted  which 
is  a  little  better  than  our  last  year's  record.  Over  one-half  the 
pupils  who  failed  of  promotion  were  absent  from  thirty  to  seventy 
days. 

We  made  another  investigation  during  the  year  relative  to  the  over- 
aged  pupils  in  our  system,  at  the  same  time  of  the  year  and  under 
similar  conditions,  as  the  investigation  we  made  last  year.  We 
learned  that  we  had  reduced  the  retardation  over  four  per  cent,  or 
in  other  words  we  now  have  twenty-one  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  from 
one  to  four  years  behind  grade.  I  might  add  that  we  have  only 
seven  pupils  in  the  whole  system  who  are  four  years  behind  grade. 

One  of  the  most  notable  achievements  during  the  year  was  the 
preparation  of  the  field  back  of  the  high  school  for  an  athletic  field, 
where  the  boys  will  have  ample  room  for  a  track  and  plenty  of  space 
to  play  baseball  and  football. 

Tn  April  we  completed  arrangements  for  a  school  garden  contest. 
We  shall  have  an  exhibition  in  September  when  prizes  will  be 
awarded  for  the  best  vegetables  and  flowers. 
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LANCASTER— Joseph  N.  K.  Hickman. 


During  the  year  the  schools  were  open  for  200  school  days  and 
had  enrolled  the  largest  number  of  pupils  in  their  history.  The 
high  school  enrolled  one  hundred  pupils  more  than  last  year,  due 
largely  to  a  concerted  effort  to  keep  pupils  from  leaving  school  at 
the  age  of  fourteen,  and  to  the  new  course  of  study  based  on  the  unit 
plan  with  elective  privileges. 

Benefits  of  the  New  School  Code. 
The  School  Code  has  proved  a  boon  to  Lancaster  and  will  help  to 
secure  much  additional  progress  in  education,  especially  by  placing 
the  responsibility  where  it  belongs  and  requiring  results  from  those 
empowered  to  function.  Right  methods  of  administration  will  in 
time  prevail  and  all  action  conform  with  the  new  requirements.  Such 
a  change  requires  time. 

Ungraded  Schools  and  Medical  Inspection. 

During  the  year  special  schools  for  out-of-step  children  were 
broadened  in  their  function,  and  an  oral  school  opened.  Suitable 
rooms  were  remodeled  and  adequate  equipment  furnished  for  the 
instruction  of  defectives  and  the  deaf.  Much  of  this  instruction  is 
industrial  in  character,  and  the  educational  progress  of  these  chil- 
dren amply  prove  the  wisdom  of  such  innovations. 

The  medical  inspection  of  all  pupils  in  the  grades  was  broadened 
with  beneficial  results  shown  in  physical  and  mental  improvement. 

Tentative  plans  were  made,  through  the  co-operation  of  the  dental 
society  of  the  city,  for  free  dental  clinics  for  school  children. 

Additions  to  the  established  supervisory  force  (music,  primary 
grades,  drawing)  included  a  special  instructor  in  writing,  and  the 
part-time  service  of  a  physical  director.  The  physical  well-being  of 
the  child  should  rightly  claim  a  share  of  consideration  in  any  educa- 
tional system.  In  order  to  prevent  panics  and  accidents,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  new  regulations,  fire  drills  in  all  buildings  were 
given  twice  a  month. 

Correlated  Activities. 

Much  interest  was  manifested  during  the  year  in  the  parent-teach- 
ers meetings.  Eighteen  organizations — one  for  each  school  build- 
ing—were effected.    The  central  meetings  were  followed  by  district 
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meetings  in  the  different  school  buildings  throughout  the  city.  Edu- 
cational subjects  discussed  at  the  central  meetings  were  later  treated 
in  conference  at  the  local  centers.     The  subjects  included: 

Vocational  training,  and  physical  welfare  of  children; 

School  credit  for  out-of -school  industrial  work; 

Civic,  home  and  school  improvement; 

The  care  and  education  of  the  tubercular  and  abnormal. 

During  the  month  of  May  the  second  annual  Patrons'  Day  was  ob- 
served, and  an  opportunity  given  parents  and  friends  to  inspect  the 
school  work  of  the  children.  This  has  become  a  red  letter  day  in 
our  school  year,  and  stimulates  the  efforts  of  both  pupils  and  teach- 
ers. 

Tn  co-operation  with  the  city  authorities  the  schools  formed  Junior 
Civic  Leagues  and  actively  engaged  during  the  annual  "clean-up 
week"  in  helping  to  make  their  city,  schools  and  homes  more  beauti- 
ful and  healthful.  Reports  of  the  work  done  by  these  junior  bri- 
gades were  received  from  the  different  schools,  and  prizes  awarded  by 
public  spirited  citizens. 

Other  agencies,  broadly  educational  in  nature,  were  encouraged 
and  fostered  with  splendid  results,  such  as,  school  gardening,  athle- 
tics, vocal  and  instrumental  music,  Audubon  and  literary  societies. 

Wider  Use  of  School  Property. 

During  the  summer  the  playground  association,  supported  by  pub- 
lic contributions,  opened  six  public  playgrounds  on  school  property. 
These  play  centers  were  equipped  with  suitable  apparatus  and  ade- 
quately supervised. 

The  evening  school  added  another  year  to  its  more  than  forty  years 
of  existence  and  offered  instruction  to  the  largest  number  in  its 
history.  Many  of  these  were  men  and  women  to  whom  this  door  of 
educational  opportunity  meant  the  entrance  into  a  larger  life. 

The  wider  use  of  all  school  property  after  school  hours  for  broadly 
educational  purposes  was  urged,  and  some  progress  made  in  this 
direction.  School  buildings  used  wisely  as  social  centers  will  ren- 
der a  valuable  service  to  any  community. 

The  free  kindergartens  are  keeping  up  their  good  work,  and  this 
year  received  an  increased  appropriation  from  the  Board  of  $1,500. 
With  this  and  public  contributions  the  association  was  enabled  to 
open  and  maintain  three  public  kindergartens. 

Needs  of  the  Schools. 

Although  much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Lancaster  schools 
since  the  adoption  of  the  new  School  Code,  a  great  deal  of  construe- 
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tive  work  still  remains  to  be  clone.     Prominent  among  the  changes 
planned  and  recommended  are: 

Part-time  supervision  by  grade  principals  who  now  teach  during 
every  period  of  the  day; 

Centralized  department  grammar  schools  affording  opportunity 
for  more  efficient  instruction,  by  the  teachers  with  special  prepara- 
tion and  natural  aptitude  for  certain  groups  of  subjects; 

Single  grades  for  all  grade  teachers  with  a  maximum  enrollment 
of  not  more  than  45,  and  promotion  twice  a  year;  instead  of  two  full 
grades  with  more  than  50  and  60  pupils  to  a  teacher,  and  annual 

promotion; 

Complete  conformity  of  administrative  methods  with  the  new 
school  requirements,  and  the  best  professional  ideals; 

Vocational  training  for  both  boys  and  girls  in  the  higher  grades 
and  high  school,  with  graded  industrial  work  in  the  lower  grades. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  school  population  leave  school  at  the 
end  of  the  period  of  compulsory  attendance  "to  go  to  work,"  and 
suitable  education  should  be  provided  them,  either  wholly  within 
school  or  by  part-time  and  continuation  schools.  Neither  domes- 
tic science  nor  manual  training  has  ever  been  introduced  into  the 
schools  of  Lancaster.  Most  children  receive  all  their  formal  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  and  a  full,  rounded  preparation  for  life 
means  the  training  of  heart,  head  and  hand. 

A  New  High  School. 

In  marked  contrast  with  the  girls'  high  school  is  the  inadequate 
high  school  for  boys,  where  more  room  is  required  and  better  facili- 
ties for  instruction,  especially  in  the  sciences.  A  loan  for  this  pur- 
pose will  again  be  submitted  to  the  people,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
higher  appreciation  will  be  placed  upon  these  agencies  of  education 
and  uplift,  and  the  means  provided. 

Fresh  Air  Schools. 

We  have  also  planned  for  the  education  of  children  with  physical 
weaknesses.  According  to  our  medical  reports  a  number  of  chil- 
dren, tubercular  and  anemic,  are  debarred  from  attendance  upon 
regular  schools.  These  and  others  now  in  school  should  receive  in- 
struction in  fresh  air  schools.  Plans  and  recommendations  in  this 
direction  have  been  placed  before  the  Board. 

Surveys. 
In  order  to  compare  our  schools  with  those  of  other  systems,  and 
strengthen  any  weak  spots  that  may  exist,  several  surveys  were  com- 
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pleted  during  the  year.  In  this  work  the  superintendent  received 
the  co-operation  of  the  educational  committee  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  industrial  expert  of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  and  others.  Data  was  collected  from  within  our  own 
system  and  from  other  cities  about  the  same  time,  and  all  tabulated 
to  show  what  Lancaster  was  doing  in  education.  These  results  with 
recommendations  were  prepared  and  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Board. 

In  due  time  and  as  the  means  will  permit  all  these  needs  will  be 
met.  The  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  are  maintained  for  the  chil- 
dren, and  any  investment  made  in  them  will  yield  large  returns  in 
future  citizenship. 

Professional  Spirit. 

A  prominent  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  co-operation  of 
home  and  school  in  educational  activities. 

The  Board  wisely  recognized  an  opportunity  to  reward  faithful 
teachers  grown  old  in  service  to  the  community,  by  strengthening  the 
finances  of  the  teachers'  retirement  fund.  Equal  amounts  are  now 
contributed  annually  by  teachers  and  board,  on  the  income  of  which 
aged  teachers  may  be  retired. 

The  professional  spirit  of  the  teachers  was  manifested  during  the 
year  in  a  number  of  ways.  Nearly  a  third  of  the  teaching  force  en- 
rolled in  the  State  Educational  Association  which  was  a  large  in- 
crease over  any  previous  year.  Several  professional  books  were 
adopted  for  study  and  made  the  basis  of  discussion  at  the  teachers' 
monthly  grade  meetings. 

The  City  Institute  was  held  on  five  Saturdays  during  the  year  and 
resulted  in  much  inspiration  and  practical  help  to  the  schools  and 
community.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  included  State  Superin- 
tendent Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Pro- 
fessor Holmes,  of  State  College;  Dr.  S.  G.  Schmucker,  Hon.  S.  D. 
Fess,  Miss  Rose  Petterolf,  and  others. 

In  concluding  this  report  T  wish  to  gratefully  acknowledge  all  co- 
operation and  assistance  rendered  by  individuals,  organizations  and 
agencies  in  furthering  the  cause  of  public  education  in  Lancaster. 


LANSFORD— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


The  school  year  just  closed  is  without  question  the  most  success- 
ful school  year  in  the  history  of  Lansford.    The  work  in  all  depart- 
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ments  showed  a  steady  growth  of  improvement,  due  to  a  great  ex- 
tent to  a  greater  general  interest  in  school  affairs. 

Durino-  the  vear  a  general  Parent-Teacher  Association  was  formed 
with  a  membership  of  about  750  members.    In  addition  to  the  general 
association,  which  will  meet  two  or  three  times  a  year  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  general  topics  assisted  by  outside  talent,  there 
were  organized  three  branch  organizations  for  the  three  wards,  one 
in  each  ward  to  be  known  as  "The  Home  and  School  Circle."    These 
circles  meet  about  once  each  month  at  which  both  parents  and  teach- 
ers take  an  active  part.    One  of  the  leading  features  of  these  meet- 
ings was  the  social  hour  following  the  program  and  discussion  at 
which  time  the  various  members  may  become  better  acquainted  with 
each  other,  and  at  which  light  refreshments  were  served.     Each  of 
the  associations  has  its  regularly  elected  officers  and  constitution 
and  by-laws  to  govern  same. 

On  May  19,  1914,  the  borough  of  Lansford  voted  a  loan  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  cen- 
tral high  school  building.  We  expect  to  build  an  entire  and  up-to- 
date  building.  When  this  new  building  is  finished,  all  the  present 
up-to-date  school  activities  will  be  taken  up  including  "the  wider 
use  of  the  school  plant." 

In  addition  to  the  regular  manual  training,  sewing  has  been  in- 
stituted in  all  grades  from  the  fifth  to  the  high  school  inclusive.  No 
special  supervisor  was  needed,  as  all  the  teachers  were  able  to  take 
care  of  the  work  themselves  as  had  been  planned  by  a  committee 
of  teachers.    Some  excellent  work  was  done  in  this  department. 

Our  attendance  for  the  school  year  was  excellent,  the  percentage 
of  attendance  being  ninety-six  (96)  per  cent,  for  the  year.  There 
was  very  little  loss  of  time  during  the  entire  school  year  due  to  con- 
tagious diseases  which  are  common  to  children.  The  compulsory  at- 
tendance law  was  strictly  enforced,  there  being  but  five  cases  of  ar- 

The  scheme  of  offering  prizes  for  neat  work  in  the  grades  from  the 
third  to  the  high  school  inclusive  has  worked  out  very  satisfactorily. 
The  care  taken  in  all  writing  and  hand  work  has  improved  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  in  the  past  three  years. 

To  keep  up  professional  training,  all  teachers  during  the  year  read 
at  least  several  different  school  journals,  and  in  their  regular  meet- 
ings studied  Hamilton's  "The  Recitation"  under  the  direction  of  the 
superintendent. 

The  school  year  for  the  seventh,  and  eighth  grades  and  the  high 
school  has  been  lengthened  from  nine  months  to  nine  and  one-half 
months,  the  grades  one  to  six  will  continue  to  have  a  term  of  nine 
months. 


260  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

In  all  respects  our  success  can  be  attributed  to  the  co-operation  of 
the  teachers,  the  support  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  courte- 
sies of  the  Department. 


LATROBE— S.  E.  Downs. 


The  enrollment,  both  in  the  high  school  and  in  the  grades,  has 
been  greater  than  ever  before. — the  growth  in  the  high  school  being 
particularly  pronounced. 

Our  Teachers'  Institute  of  six  days  and  four  nights  proved  a  fea- 
ture of  the  year's  work.  All  sessions  were  free  both  to  teachers  and 
to  the  public.  The  entire  Institute  was  financied  by  the  teachers, 
from  their  receipts,  as  provided  in  the  School  Code. 

Our  new  $150,000  high  school  building  is  nearing  completion,  and 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  school  next  fall.  It 
contains  twenty-five  class  rooms,  offices,  retiring  rooms,  auditorium, 
gymnasium,  baths,  and  domestic  science  and  manual  training  de- 
partments. 

A  very  large  number  of  tuition  pupils  are  now  being  enrolled  from 
the  adjoining  districts,  particularly  in  the  high  school  departments^ 
and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  make  Latrobe  the  community  cen- 
ter for  all  educational  purposes. 


LEBANON— Fred  W.  Bobbins. 


The  enrollment  for  the  present  year  has  been  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  our  schools — a  total  of  3,235  pupils.  The  increase  is  partly 
due  to  the  admission  of  students  from  adjacent  districts  into  the 
high  school,  and  in  some  degree  also  to  a  larger  enrollment  in  the 
grammar  grades.  Our  school  records  show  that  ten  years  ago,  out 
of  every  100  children  in  the  elementary  schools,  35  were  in  the  gram- 
mar grades  and  05  in  the  primary  grades;  while  during  the  present 
year,  out  of  every  100  children,  46  were  in  the  grammar  grades  and 
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54  in  the  primary.  In  other  words,  the  number  of  children  has  in- 
elsed  more  rapid*  in  the  grammar  grades  than  in  the  primary 
trades  Three  reasons  can  be  given  for  this  change.  (1)  The  pro 
SoU  n  of  over-age  children:  (2)  the  advancement  of  children  having 
Tore  Van  the  ordinary  ability,  and  (3)  the  fact  that  cMldren  now 
remain  in  school  longer  than  formerly. 

Promotions. 

The  n-eat  majority  of  children  move  along  from  grade  to  grade 
JulaiaT  tZ  are,  however,  exceptional  classes  of  children  who 
mus   be  especially  provided  for-those  who  are  bright  and .^  who 
are  slow.    Provision  has  been  made  for  the  advancement  o    bright 
child  en  by  giving  them  a  trial  in  the  next  higher  grade  m  the.r 
be  fstudv    while  at  the  same  time  they  recite  tie  remaining  les- 
sons regularly  in  their  own  school.    If  the  teacher  of  the  advanced 
grade  reports  favorably,  the  pnpil  is  tried  in  anotier  study    and 
finaily  at  the  end  of  tie  month  or  six  weeks,  npon  recommendation 
of  both  teachers,  and  the  concurrence  of  the  parents,  the  ctald«  ad- 
vanced  to  the  next  grade.     Last  year  about  one  hundred  children 
were  advanced  in  this  manner,  and  this  year  about  the  same  number. 
7n  nearly  every  case  they  moved  along  regularly  with  the  classes  to 

which  thev  were  promoted. 

A  second  plan/somewhat  different,  has  been  in  operation  tor  sev- 
eral years-ttat  of  permitting  children  to  skip  a  grade  if  they  have 
made  an  average  of  90  per  cent,  or  above  in  their  studies  during  fte 
Tar  The \irst  plan,  however,  is  no  doubt  the  better  one,  since  the 
transition  is  made  gradually,  and  the  child's  fitness  for  the  advanced 
g'ades  is  tested  out  under  the  directiou  of  the  teacher  in  the  class- 
room  before  he  is  actually  promoted. 

The  same  provision  has  been  made  for  advancing  the  slow  pupil 
who    a  is  of  promotion  at  the  end  of  the  year.    If  he  fails  of  promo- 
tion twC  in  his  grade,  he  is  usually  classed  as  over-age  for  he  grade. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  nine-tenths  of  the  difficulties  in  discipline  are 
caused  by  children  out  of  place  on  account  of  size  and  age     In  most 
cases  thev  would  make  as  great  progress  in  the  advanced  grade  a 
or  peat"  their  studies  in  the  lower  grade.    Consequent   wherever 
t  does  not  conflict  with  the  best  interests  of  the  school,  children  of 
his  class  are  advanced  on  trial,  and  in  practically  all  eases  they  do 
as  well  as  in  the  lower  grade,  and  in  some  cases  very  mneh  better. 
Mulh  of  the  repeating  in  school  is  due  to  the  common  belief  that  chil- 
dren  must  accomplish  a  certain  amonnt  of  work  before  being  pro- 
moted     As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  the  child's  place  ir .school 
Jould  he  in  the  grade  in  the  school  system  in  which  the  .motive  witi 
be  greatest  and  in  which  he  will  put  forth  most  effort.    Unsually,  if 
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a  teacher  has  not  been  able  to  stimulate  a  child  during  his  first  year 
under  guidance,  there  is  no  hope  that  she  will  be  able  to  do  so  in 
the  second  year,  going  through  the  same  routine,  with  a  class  of 
children  a  year  younger;  and,  therefore,  promotion  should  not  be 
denied  except  for  valid  reasons.  The  result  of  promotion  on  this 
basis  has  been  the  elimination  of  most  of  the  over-age  children  and 
easier  discipline,  with  less  effort,  by  the  teacher.  Nevertheless,  a 
word  of  caution  to  parents  who  are  inclined  to  rush  their  children 
along  too  rapidly  if  necessary.  Education  after  all,  is  growth,  and 
time  is  an  important  element.  Nothing  is  gained  by  urging  a  child 
to  effort  beyond  his  mental  grasp  or  physical  strength.  (Sometimes 
health  is  lost  and  nerves  are  unstrung  from  over-pressure^  Besides, 
one  can  afford  to  wait  for  special  promotion,  since  there  is  always 
an  opportunity  to  advance  a  grade  when  conditions  are  favorable. 

Visitations. 

The  most  cordial  relations  should  be  encouraged  between  teachers 
and  parents,  and  these  relations  should  be  reciprocal.  The  day  has 
passed  by  when  a  teacher  may  confine  herself  to  the  schoolroom  and 
feel  that  having  taught  the  pupils  who  come  to  her  for  recitations, 
she  has  done  her  full  duty.  She  must  go  out  from  the  school  and 
know  home  conditions  through  the  acquaintance  of  the  parents  in 
their  homes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  parent  can  no  longer  send  his 
children  to  school  and  complacently  leave  the  rest  to  the  teacher. 
He  must  inquire  of  the  teacher  and  know  at  first  hand  what  response 
his  child  is  giving  to  the  work  in  the  schools.  And  this  important 
feature  of  school  life  applies  to  the  high  school  as  well  as  to  the 
grades.  The  first  of  these  requirements  is  best  fulfilled  by  visits 
of  teachers  to  parents.  Many  teachers  have  made  good  use  of  this 
opportunity  and  have  fulfilled  in  spirit  the  obligations  of  their  con- 
tract. The  second  of  these  requirements  is  being  met  by  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Parent-Teacher  Association.  Several  successful  meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  high  school  during  the 
present  term,  and  plans  are  being  formed  for  carrying  on  meetings 
in  different  sections  of  the  city  during  the  coming  year.  There  is 
every  indication  of  an  awakened  interest  by  parents  in  the  personal 
touch  with  all  school  conditions  affecting  their  children. 

High  School  Attendance. 

The  general  report  of  the  high  school  shows  that  out  of  a  total 
enrollment  of  436,  twenty-six  left  during  the  term,  or  less  than  six 
per  cent.  A  further  analysis  of  the  report  shows  the  following  re- 
sults as  to  the  work  of  the  students  in  the  high  school: 
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Branch  of  Study. 


-■3 


English 

Algebra,    

Latin 

Manual  training 

Mechanical  drawing,    .. 

Domestic   science,    

Free-hand  drawing,    ... 

German,    

History,    

French 

Geometry,    

Trigonometry,     

Physics,    

Commercial  geography, 
Commercial  arithmetic, 
Writing   and  spelling, 

Bookkeeping,     

Stenography 

Physical  geography,   ... 

Botany 

Chemistry 

Total  failures,    . 


436 
273 
229 
44 


234 
235 
31 
101 

47 
38 
25 
30 
26 
52 
19 
26 
21 


A  total  of  54  failures  in  tlie  different  branches  out  of  a  possible 
1,883,  or  less  than  three  per  cent.,  some  of  which  can  be  removed  by 
examination  at  the  opening  of  the  next  term. 

Medical  Inspection. 

The  first  year  of  medical  inspection  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
About  3,100  children  were  examined  especially  as  to  eye,  ear,  and 
throat  conditions,  and  the  parents  of  350  children  were  notified 
of  apparent  serious  defects.  In  many  instances  the  family  physi- 
cian was  consulted  by  the  parents  notified,  and  defects  in  sight, 
hearing,  breathing,  etc.,  corrected.  By  means  of  our  cumulative 
records  some  definite  statistics  can  be  given  at  the  close  of  another 
year  as  to  the  full  importance  of  the  work  of  the  inspector. 


Business  Men's  Show. 

During  the  month  of  March  demonstrations  were  made  by  the 
manual  training,  domestic  science,  and  drawing  departments  at  the 
business  men's  show.  In  connection  with  this  demonstration  there 
were  exhibits  of  the  work  of  the  students.  This  is  a  splendid  plan 
of  showing  the  value  and  character  of  the  three  special  courses  in 
the  schools,  and  of  bringing  them  to  the  notice  of  people  who  other- 
wise would  not  get  in  touch  with  school  work. 
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Supervised  Play. 

The  question  of  supervised  play  is  an  important  one.  In  most 
cities,  during  vacations,  it  is  taken  care  of  either  by  the  school 
board  or  by  the  city  council.  In  Lebanon  this  can  probably  be  done 
most  economically  through  the  schools.  Special  and  direct  instruc- 
tion could  be  given  to  the  teachers  by  an  expert,  and  the  work  car- 
ried on  during  the  school  term.  A  sufficient  number  of  teachers 
who  had  shown  themselves  most  efficient,  could  then  be  employed 
during  the  vacation  period  to  direct  the  playground.  Teachers  would 
be  glad  of  the  additional  employment,  and  would  thus  be  kept  in 
touch  with  children  throughout  the  entire  year. 

The  Library. 

During  the  year  122  new  volumes  were  added  to  the  high  school 
library,  including  general  literature,  fiction  and  juvenile  books.  Li- 
brary privileges  have  now  been  extended  to  the  children  of  the  eighth 
and  ninth  grades,  and  teachers  of  the  grades.  Three  hundred  and 
fifty  students  have  availed  themselves  of  the  use  of  the  library  during 
the  past  year. 


LEWISTOWN— T.  Latimer  Brooks. 


Considered  from  all  the  various  phases  of  school  work,  we  look 
upon  the  past  year  as  having  been  the  best  of  the  past  four  in  ad- 
vancement and  achievement.  The  gross  enrollment  was  1,821,  a  6 
per  cent,  increase  over  the  previous  year.  Our  high  school  enroll- 
ment was  222,  an  increase  of  20  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year's 
enrollment.  Our  average  monthly  enrollment  was  1,593,  and  the 
average  daily  attendance  was  1,444.  The  percentage  of  attendance 
for  the  term  was  93.83  per  cent.  One  hundred  and  fifty-four  pupils 
were  present  every  day  of  the  term.  Ninety-two  per  cent,  of  the 
last  month's  enrollment  were  promoted.  The  lowest  percentage  of 
promotion  was  in  the  second  grade  where  86  per  cent,  of  those  en- 
rolled the  last  month  were  promoted.  The  highest  percentage  was 
in  the  sixth  grade  where  95  per  cent,  were  promoted.  Thirty-one  mem- 
bers of  the  senior  class,  91  per  cent,  of  the  last  month's  enrollment, 
were  graduated.  Eighty-eight  pupils  from  the  eighth  grade,  93  per 
cent,  of  the  last  month's  enrollment,  were  promoted  to  the  high 
school. 
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During  the  term,  an  age  grade  table  and  also  an  age  and  progress 
chart  of  the  grades  enrollment  was  made.     The  age  and  progress 
chart  showed  that  15  per  cent,  of  our  first  grade  had  spent  more  than 
the  normal  time  in  school  and  that  the  sixth  grade  contained  the 
greatest  percentage  of  pupils,  44  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment,  who 
had  required  more  than  the  normal  number  of  terms  of  school  to 
reach  that  grade.     This  percentage  dropped  to  in  the  eighth  grade 
where  24  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  had  required  more  than  the  normal 
time  to  reach  the  grade.     The  age  grade  table  revealed  that  10  per 
cent,  of  the  first  grade,  20  per  cent,  of  the  sixth  and  only  7  per  cent, 
of  the  eighth  grade  were  beyond  the  normal  age.     This  decrease  of 
the  out-of-normal  child  after  the  sixth  grade  reveals  what  a  serious 
matter  it  is  that  all  pupils  may  not  always  be  regularly  promoted 
and  throws  grave  doubt  upon  the  efficacy  of  many  of  the  so-called 
thorough  standards  of  promotion. 

During  the  last  week  of  March,  the  Elson  art  exhibit  was  held  for 
the  benefit  of  the  schools.  The  exhibit  added  greatly  to  the  in- 
terest and  the  incentive  for  the  study  of  good  pictures  by  the  children 
of  all  grades  and  netted  about  |350  for  the  purchase  of  pictures  for 
the  school  rooms. 

The  board  continued  their  policy  of  improvement  in  grounds  and 
buildings.  Nine  rooms  and  four  hallways  were  given  double  coats 
of  Sanatone  paint.  Two  rooms  were  refurnished  with  new  single 
desks  and  the  desks  in  eight  rooms  were  revarnished.  Individual 
crash  towels  were  supplied  in  all  schools  at  a  less  cost  for  installa- 
tion and  maintenance  than  the  paper  towel.  We  consider  these 
towels  not  only  cheaper  but  much  better  for  use  than  any  paper 
towel  system  that  we  have  examined.  Additions  and  replenishments 
were  made  to  the  equipment  in  many  places. 

Arbor  day  was  observed  with  literary  programs  and  by  the  plant- 
ing of  trees  on  two  of  the  school  grounds.  Literary  programs  com- 
memorative of  Thanksgiving  Day,  Lincoln's  and  Washington's  birth- 
day, and  Teaee  day  were  rendered.  Interest  in  the  high  school  or- 
chestra was  revived  by  the  employment  of  a  competent  director 
and  the  orchestral  music  for  the  commencement  programs  was  fur- 
nished by  this  orchestra. 

Grade' meetings  were  held  frequently  throughout  the  year  for  the 
discussion  of  questions  pertinent  to  the  work  of  the  grade.  General 
teachers'  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  professional  study  and  discus- 
sion were  held  each  month.  Bagley  and  Colvin's  "Human  Behavior" 
and  Dewey's  "Interest  in  Education"  were  the  basal  texts  for  this 
work.  All  of  the  teachers  were  members  of  the  Mifflin  County  Teach- 
ers' Association  and  18  were  members  of  the  State  Association. 
Eight  of  the  teachers  and  the  superintendent  will  attend  summer 
sessions  of.  the  different  colleges  and  other  schools  during  the  sum- 
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mer.  At  the -close  of  the  term,  all  of  the  teachers  who  were  appli- 
cants were  re-elected  to  their  former  positions  and  in  practically 
all  cases  a  material  increase  of  salary  was  granted. 


LOCK  HAVEN— F.  H.  Gaige. 


A  new  high  school  building,  costing  $  100,000,  was  started  this  year 
on  the  ground  occupied  by  the  old  building  which  was  condemned 
by  the  State  Inspector.  A  number  of  the  most  practical  high  school 
buildings  in  the  State  were  visited  and  the  best  ideas  discovered  were 
worked  out  in  the  plans  of  our  new  building.  Provision  is  made  for 
all  forms  of  vocational  training  and  we  feel  sure  that  Lock  Haven 
will  have,  on  January  1st,  1915,  one  of  the  most  practical  buildings 
for  efficient  high  school  work  in  the  State. 

Both  high  school  and  the  third  ward  schools  occupied  the  old  high 
school  building.  When  this  was  taken  down  it  was  necessary  to 
move  these  schools  to  the  second  ward  building.  The  grammar 
school  and  the  third  ward  school  worked  during  the  morning  session 
and  the  high  school  and  second  ward  schools  in  the  afternoon.  The 
schools  were  crowded  and  the  time  was  short  but,  never-the-less,  quite 
satisfactory  work  was  done. 

The  enrollment  in  the  schools  was  equal  to  that  of  former  years 
and  the  attendance  was  much  better.  This  would  indicate  that 
especially  good  work  had  been  done  by  the  teachers.  A  class  of 
forty-one  was  graduated  from  the  high  school. 


LOWER  MEIUON  TOWNSHIP,  (Montgomery  County)— H.  J. 

Wightman. 


The  report  of  the  Lower  Merion  schools  for  1913-14  can  be  very 
brief.  No  new  plans  have  been  put  in  force  except  to  divorce  the 
high  school  from  the  rest  of  the  system,  a  decidedly  backward  step 
as  I  see  it.  The  schools  have  hardly  held  their  own  professionally 
and  in  quality  of  work  owing  to  the  large  number  of  new  teachers. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  plans  for  enlarging  the  school  facilities  at 
Cynwyd  and  at  Bryn  Mawr  have  been  taken  up. 
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McKEESPORT— Joseph  B.  Richey. 


The  following  is  my  twelfth  annual  report  for  the  schools  of  the 
city  of  McKeesport,  ending  July  6,  1914. 

Universal  Education. 

"We  have  entered  upon  an  era  of  universal  education,  which 
means  the  education  of  all  sorts  of  people  for  all  sorts  of  purposes. 
The  most  significant  educational  fact  today  is  that  men  of  all  classes 
have  come  to  look  upon  education  as  a  thing  that  will  better  their 
condition;  and  they  mean  by  that,  first  of  all,  something  to  make 
their  labor  more  effective  and  more  profitable:  and  second,  they  mean 
something  that  will  enable  them  to  live  fuller  lives.  They  have  no 
very  clear  idea  of  the  methods  for  bringing  it  all  about,  nor  have 
they  any  very  good  means  of  impressing  their  views  and  desires  upon 
us  at  educational  conventions ;  but  to  better  their  condition  through 
education  is  the  abiding  faith  and  purpose  of  all  men  everywhere, 
and  they  will  persist  until  it  is  realized. 

The  ruling  passion  of  the  race  today  is  for  education;  and  colleges 
and  schools  of  all  sorts,  both  public  and  private,  day  classes  and 
night  classes,  winter  and  summer,  are  filled  to  overflowing.  The  only 
educational  institution  that  is  being  deserted  is  the  old-time  district 
school,  and  that  is  failing  only  where  it  is  unable  to  satisfy  the  new 
demands,  and  where  this  occurs  its  lineal  successor  is  the  public  high 
school,  which  is  everywhere  becoming  the  favorite  agency  of  modern 
education  of  the  masses  in  America. 

The  training  of  the  young  for  the  duties  of  life  is  no  longer  left  to 
the  charity  of  the  church  nor  to  private  endowment,  however  muni- 
ficent. We  do  not  ask  a  man  to  pay  the  expense  of  his  own  educa- 
tion, and  we  no  longer  require  the  parents  to  pay  for  the  schooling  of 
his  child.  We  have  come  to  recognize  that  in  the  last  analysis  the 
child  belongs  to  the  community,  and  public  welfare  requires  that 
he  be  educated.  So  we  have  the  policy  of  universal  education  well  es- 
tablished among  us  and  the  largest  item  of  public  as  well  as  of  pri- 
vate expense  is  for  schools. 

Now  this  is  not  sentiment,  it  is  business,  it  is  not  charity,  it  is 
statesmanship.  We  propose  to  maintain  all  sorts  of  education  for 
all  sorts  of  people,  and  to  keep  them  in  school  as  long  as  we  can — so 
far  have  we  gone  already  in  this  worship  of  the  idol  of  our  day  and 
time. 

Yes,  truly  the  ruling  passion  of  the  race  is  for  education.     Indi- 
viduals would  amass  wealth ;  individuals  would  exert  influence  and 
18 
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power;  individuals  would  live  lives  of  luxury  and  ease,  but  the  com- 
mon purpose  of  the  masses  of  men  from  all  the  walks  of  life  is  a  set 
determination  to  acquire  knowledge.  Daughters  of  washer-women 
graduate  from  the  high  school,  and  ditchers'  sons  go  to  college — not 
by  ones  and  twos,  but  literally  by  hundreds  and  thousands,  and  if  the 
ruling  passion  fails  in  individual  cases,  we  have  a  law  that  puts  the 
child  into  school,  on  the  ground,  that  to  this  extent,  at  least,  he  is 
public   property." 

Medical    Inspection. 

The  same  system  of  Medical  Inspection  was  in  vogue  during  the 
past  year  as  during  the  previous  year.     From  20   to  30%   of  the 
children  who  were  found  to  have  physical  defects  were  treated  by 
their  family  physicians,  but  the  parents  of  a  large  number  of  the 
children  who  were  reported  by  the  medical  examiners  as  having  one 
or  more  defects  failed  to  have  such  defects  treated.     There  are  two 
causes  why  some  of  the  parents  do  not  have  their  children's  defects 
properly  treated.     First,  lack  of  interest.     Second,  they  cannot  afford 
to  pay  for  medical  treatment.     A  great  many  children  do  not  receive 
the  medical  attention  which  they  should  because  their  parents  do  not 
realize  its  importance  to  the  children's  success  in  the  schools,  and 
many  parents  who  are  able  to  pay  for  the  proper  medical  treatment 
of  their  children's  defects  have  treated  the  matter  with  indifference 
and  their  children  are  compelled  to  continue  their  work  in  school 
suffering  from  poor  eye-sight,  defective  hearing,  adenoid  growths, 
large  tonsils,  decayed  teeth,  etc.     There  are  a  great  many  parents 
who  are  unable  to  pay  for  medical  treatment  for  the  physical  de- 
fects of  their  children.     Some  of  these  children  were  treated  free  by 
Doctors  Hunter,  Zeller,  Porter  and  Fawcett,  and  glasses  were  fur- 
nished to  a  number  of  children  free  by  Mr.  Will  Pfaff.     No  doubt  the 
time  will  come  when  sufficient  funds  will  be  furnished  by  the  State 
for  the  purpose  of  treating  all  children  whose  parents  are  unable  to 
pay  for  the  needed  medical  attention. 

If  a  school  system  is  to  be  efficient,  the  children  must  come  to  school 
in  proper  physical  condition  to  profit  by  the  instruction  which  is 
given  by  the  teachers.  To  make  the  medical  inspection  more  effi- 
cient, we  should  have  one  or  two  nurses  who  would  go  to  the  homes 
of  the  children  who  need  medical  attention,  and  explain  to  the  par- 
ents the  great  advantage  such  medical  attention  would  be  to  the 
children  from  an  educational  standpoint.  Dr.  Cubberly  says  that 
medical  inspection  without  nurses  is  efficient  to  the  extent  of  15%, 
while  medical  inspection  with  the  assistance  of  nurses  if  efficient  to 
the  extent  of  85%.  If  we  can  increase  the  efficiency  of  medical  in- 
spection 70%  by  investing  one-third  as  much  for  nurses  as  is  now 
paid  for  medical  inspection,  it  would  seem  a  wise  expenditure  of 
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public  money.  The  work  of  our  medical  inspectors  during  the  past 
year  was  very  satisfactory  in  every  respect.  They  were  exceedingly 
anxious  to  do  all  they  could,  but  the  law  limits  them  to  examination 
only.  The  object  for  which  medical  inspection  was  established  in  the 
public  schools  has  not  been  accomplished  until  the  physical  defects 
have  been  cured.  To  know  of  the  defect  is  not  sufficient.  That  is 
one  step  in  the  process,  and  a  very  important  one,  but  the  more  im- 
portant step  is  tbe  elimination  of  the  defects. 

Exhibition  Day. 

The  exhibition  which  was  held  in  all  the  school  rooms  of  the  city 
on  May  19,  1913,  showed  wonderful  improvement  over  our  last  exhi- 
bition in  the  quality  of  the  work  done  by  the  child.  Every  subject 
in  every  grade  and  in  every  department  was  represented.  The  exhi- 
bition consisted  of  examination  papers,  written  work,  and  all  the  sub- 
jects of  the  common  school,  as  well  as  drawing,  sewing,  mechanical 
drawing,  wood-work,  etc.  In  the  high  school  the  work  consisted  of 
maps,  compositions,  written  work,  illustrated  work,  manual  training, 
mechanical  drawing,  bookkeeping,  stenography,  typewriting^  etc. 
Every  department  showed  an  improvement  over  our  last  exhibition, 
which  was  held  two  years  ago.  Parents,  guardians,  and  friends  of 
public  education  visited  the  schools  on  that  day,  and  were  very 
generous  in  their  praises  of  the  work  done  by  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

School  Administration. 

The  work  of  the  supervising  force  of  a  city  school  system  has  a 
great  many  important  and  difficult  problems  to  solve.  Dr.  J.  M. 
Rice  in  one  of  his  articles  in  the  Forum  some  years  ago,  stated  he  had 
found  that  the  schools  had  improved  just  in  proportion  as  the  super- 
vising force  had  been  teachers  to  the  teachers.  To  be  an  efficient 
supervisor  or  principal,  a  man  or  woman  must  know  what  results  to 
expect  and  know  when  such  results  have  been  obtained  and  must  have 
the  ability  to  diagnose  each  individual  case  and  apply,  where  neces- 
sary, such  remedies  as  will  bring  the  desired  results.  He  must  im- 
prove the  quality  of  the  teaching  under  his  supervision  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  poor  teachers  become  good  teachers,  and  good  teachers  be- 
come better  teachers,  and  very  good  teachers  become  experts.  The 
teacher  has  a  right  to  know  what  results  are  to  be  expected  and  then 
should  be  held  rigidly  responsible  for  those  results.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  expect  a  teacher  to  get  results  when  she  does  not  know  what 
results  are  expected.  It  is  the  business  of  the  supervisors  to  make 
very  clear  at  the  outset  just  what  results  are  expected.  To  carry 
out  this  system  of  supervision  we  have  first  worked  out  a  course  of 
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study  along  two  lines— 1.     We  have  tried  to  adapt  the  subject  matter 
to  the  ability  of  the  average  child  at  each  stage  of  its  development. 
2.     We  have  eliminated  all  useless  material.     It  is  not  the  difficult 
work  which  educates,  but  work  which  is  sufficiently  difficult  to  re- 
quire the  child  to  exercise  his  mind  in  accomplishing  it,  but  not  so 
difficult  that  the  child  becomes  discouraged.     It  is  a  mistake  to  make 
the  work  so  difficult  that  only  the  very  bright  children  are  able  to  do 
it  in  a  given  time.     The  rest  of  the  children  become  discouraged  and 
lose  interest,  which  always  results  in  diaster  and  failure.    We  believe 
that  the  public  school  should  stand  for  success,  and  that  a  child 
should  not  learn  his  first  lessons  in  failure  in  public  school,  and  thus 
become  a  failure  all  through  life,  but  that  the  work  should  be  so  or- 
ganized that  all  shall  succeed.     Of  course  the  greater  success  shall 
be  to  the  more  talented.     The  teacher  should  have  placed  in  her 
hands  a  blue-print  of  the  work  which  she  is  to  do.     It  should  indicate 
just  how  difficult  the  work  in  each  grade  should  be.     It  is  true  that 
some  will  be  able  to  take  in  a  broader  scope  of  work  than  others, 
but  the  teacher  must  know  what  the  minimum  requirements  for  the 
average  child  should  be.     The  teacher  must  know  when  the  subject- 
matter  is  taught,  and  if  she  does  not  know,  it  is  the  business  of  the 
supervising  force  to  teach  her  to  know  when  she  has  accomplished  a 
piece  of  work  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.     Some  parts 
of  the  course  of  study  are  to  be  made  automatic  so  that  the  mind  may 
be  free  to  spend  its  energy  upon  the  thought  problems.     The  teacher 
must  know  from  the  supervising  force  just  what  part  of  the  subject 
matter  is  to  be  made  automatic,  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
made  automatic.     Next,  the  supervising  force  should  eliminate  all 
subject  matter  that  does  not  contribute  directly  to  that  kind  of  educa- 
tion which  the  child  will  need  when  he  leaves  the  school.     One  of  the 
most  important  problems  in  connection  with  a  course  of  study  is  to 
determine  just  how  much  subject  matter  can  be  made  automatic  and 
be  assimulated  by  the  average  child  in  a  given  time  at  a  given  age. 
Only  such  subject  matter  should  be  retained  in  the  course  of  study 
as  will  best  fit  the  child  to  become  an  efficient  citizen  after  he  leaves 
the  school. 

Cause. of  Growth  in  the  Grammar  School. 
The  number  of  pupils  graduating  from  the  eighth  grade  in  1911 
was  236;  in  1912,  254;  in  1913,  303.     In  three  years  the  increase  was 
50%.     This  increase  is  due  to  several  causes. 

(1)  Simplified  Course  of  Study. 

(2)  Elimination  of  useless  material  for  Course  of  Study. 

(3)  More  efficient  teaching. 

(4)  Thorough  daily  preparation  on  the  part  of  pupils. 
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(5)  Pupils  are  able  to  successfully  do  the  work  of  each  succeed- 

ing grade  because  they  are  thoroughly  prepared. 

(6)  Pupils  succeed  and  therefore  do  not  quit  school  because  they 

are  discouraged.  Pupils  want  to  leave  school  when  they 
are  failing,  but  they  want  to  stay  in  school  when  they  are 
succeeding. 

(7)  This  is  all  brought  about  by  thorough  organization  and  co- 

operation. 

(8)  The  school  system  is  organized  from  the  standpoint  of  the 

children.  Success  on  the  part  of  the  children  each  hour, 
day,  week,  month,  and  year  is  our  aim.  All  the  forces 
realize  that  aim. 

(9)  Manual  Training  and  Sewing  in  the  public  schools. 

The  cost  of  education  in  McKeesport  as  compared  with  some  other 
cities  is  as  follows: 


Pittsburgh Cost  per  pupil  per  year,    $47  43 

23  22  McKeesport. 

$24  21  Difference. 

Harrisburg Cost  per  pupil  per  year $27^45 

23  22  McKeesport. 

$4  23  Difference. 

Johnstown Cost  per  pupil  per  year $36  42 

23  22  McKeesport. 


$13  20  Difference. 

Wilkinsburg Cost  per  pupil  per  year $30  06 

23  22  McKeesport. 


$6  84  Difference. 

Homestead Cost  per  pupil  per  year,    $25  86 

23  22  McKeesport. 


$2  64  Difference. 

Braddock,    Cost  per  pupil  per  year,    $23  49 

23  22  McKeesport. 


$0  27  Difference. 


The  above  statistics  show  conclusively  that  the  Board  of  School 
Directors  of  this  city  have  been  very  conservative  in  administering  its 
education  affairs  from  a  financial  standpoint.  It  is  true  that  educa- 
tion in  McKeesport  has  increased  each  year.  It  is  also  true  that  the 
school  district  has  increased  its  physical  assets  $300,000  during  the 
past  twelve  years.  Since  1901,  the  Tenth  Ward,  Versailles,  Grand- 
view,  Fawcett,  and  Eleventh  Ward  buildings  have  been  built,  and  the 
Fifth  avenue  building  has  been  enlarged,  and  new  heating  systems 
and  closets  have  been  placed  in  many  of  the  old  buildings  during  that 
time.  Manual  training,  cooking,  sewing,  drawing,  and  medical  inspec- 
tion have  been  introduced  into  the  schools  during  the  past  ten  years. 
The  high  school  enrollment  has  increased  from  206  in  1902  to  737 
in  1914.     The  grammar  schools  have  increased  200%  in  12  years. 
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The  high  cost  of  living  has  made  it  absolutely  necessary  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  from  time  to  time;  hence  it  is  easy  to  be 
seen  why  education  costs  more  now  than  it  did  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago. 

Teachers'  Training  School. 
The  Teachers'  Training  School  has  increased  in  efficiency  each  year, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  best  training  schools  for  teachers  to  be  found 
anywhere     The  graduates  of  the  training  school  are  well  prepared, 
both  from  the  standpoint  of  teaching  ability  and  scholarly  attain- 
ment    Not  one  of  our  graduates  have  failed  before  the  State  Com- 
mittee of  Permanent  Certificates.     Two  years  ago  twenty-six  perma- 
nent  certificates  were  granted  in   this   State.     Ten   of   these  were 
granted  to  graduates  of  our.  training  school.     Many  of  our  girls 
whose  parents  are  not  able  to  send  them  to  a  State  Normal  School 
have  been  able  to  enter  the  teaching  profession  instead  of  going  to 
the  shop  or  factory  to  earn  a  livelihood.     The  training  school  doesn 
cost  the  tax-payers  of  this  city  a  single  dollar.     If  the  Board  of 
School  Directors  of  this  city  were  compelled  to  go  outside  of  the  city 
for  its  teachers,  it  would  be  compelled  to  increase  the  salaries  from 
$10  to  $20  per  month,  to  secure  as  efficient  teachers  as  the  graduates 
of  our  training  school.     Our  girls  can  afford  to  teach  school  for  $10 
or  $20  less  per  month,  because  the  expenses  living  at  home  are  very 
much  lower  than  those  of  teachers  who  would  be  required  to  pay 
room-rent  and  board.     100  teachers  at  $10  per  month  for  one  year 
would  mean  $9000  saved  to  the  district,  and  the  training  school  cost 
the   district   each  year   much   less   than   that   amount     While   the 
training  school  is  a  good  financial  investment  for  the  district,  at  the 
"rme  it  gives  the  poor  girls  the  same  chance  to  become  tochers 
as  the  girls  whose  parents  are  able  to  send  them  to  a  State  Normal 
school.  • 

"It  was  a  Great  Thing  When  the  Common  Man  First  Lifted  up  His 
Head  and  Said,  'I,  Too,  Will  be  Educated.' 
"The  ultimate  purpose  of  a  great  system  of  education  is  and  must 
be  the  development  of  human  activities,  both  industrial  and  non-in- 
dustrial and  our  great  demand  upon  the  individuals  that  have  en- 
joyed its  advantages  is  service-service  is  something,  somewhere; 

anything,  anvwhere.  .  ,  . 

The  gteat  mass  of  human  happiness  will  always  ar.se  on  of  do  ng 
well  the  common  things  of  life,  and  the  happiness  of  the  mdmdua 
will  lie  in  that  creative  genius  which  does  today  the  same  thing  it 
did  Te.terd.aT  hut  does  it  better.  All  else  is  spice  and  season  ng  to 
We.  and  s  w  cannot  live  on  cakes  and  spices,  so  the  enduring  things 
will  always  he  the  useful  things.    There  will  be  no  educated  aristo- 
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cracy,  for  education  will  have  a  higher  purpose  than  to  give  one  man 
an  advantage  over  another. 

Every  man's  life  is  a  comedy,  a  tragedy,  or  a  symphony,  according 
as  he  is  educated.  It  was  a  great  thing  when  the  common  man  first 
lifted  up  his  head,  looked  about  him  as  said,  'I,  too,  will  be  edu- 
cated.' It  is  our  business  to  see  to  it  that  that  high  resolve  shall 
not  destroy  the  race,  but  shall  still  further  bless  it." 

Education  as  an  Investment — Ten  Dollars  a  Day. 

Average  Yearly  Income  of  the  Educated  Man, $1,000 

In  Forty  Years  He  Earns, 40,000 

Average  Yearly  Income  of  the  Uneducated  Man, 450 

In   Eorty    Years    He   Earns,    1#,000> 

$40,000  minus  $18,000  equals  $22,000,  the  difference  in  earnings 
of  educated  and  uneducated  men,  which  is  the  value  of  an  education. 
To  obtain  this  education  requires  twelve  years  of  schooling,  nine 
months  per  year,  or  2,160  days. 

$22,000  divided  by  2,160  equals  $10,  approximately,  the  value  of 
each  day's  schooling  and  training. 


Advantage  of  Staying  in  School  Until  18. 
(The  Weekly  Wages  of  Boys  Leaving  School.) 


©•3 

o 

o 

■a-?, 

•a 

a  a 

a 

a 

H 

Age. 

~8 

Si 

rt  M 

3 -a 

+J.O 

•<*• 

< 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

25 

Total  earnings   at  the  end  of  the  25th  year, 


?7,350  00 


The  increased  annual  income  at  the  end  of  the  25th  year,  due  to  the 
value  of  the  4  years  in  high  school  equale  ($30.00  minus  $13.00)  x  52 
(weeks  in  year)  equals  $884.00 

This  is  equivalent  to  an  investment  of  $17,680  at  five  per  cent. 
Can  a  person  permanently  increase  his  capital  as  well  or  as  fast  in 
any  other  way? 

18—6—1914 
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Productive  Power  and  Weekly  Wages. 


INDUSTRIAL    OR    TRADE    SCHOOL 
UNSKILLED    LABOR.  TRAINED  LABOR. 

if  8JK  ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::  «  2  8JSS:  ^=  ™ 

Shop  Trained  Labor.     '  Technical  School  Trained  Labor. 

At  22  years W  »    At   22  years YZY^V::::"^"".'    $43  00 

At  32  years 16  ^    At  **  jears 


The  boy  who  leaves  school  at  the  age  of  14  to  go  to  work  earns 
on  the  average  in  the  United  States  §26,000  up  to  the  time  he  is  65 

years  old.  . ; 

The  boy  who  remains  in  school  until  he  is  18,  or  through  high  school 
earns  on  the  average  in  the  United  States  $65,00  up  to  the  time  he  is 
65  years  old  ($65,000— $26,000=139,000.)  This  is  equivalent  to  the 
income  on  $12,000  at  5%  for  a  period  of  65  years. 

Per  Cent  of  Retarded  Pupils.     Thirty-four  Cities. 


City. 


7.5 


1.  Medford,     Mass 10.6 

2.  Waltham,     Mass.,      ',"'         " 13.0 

3.  Merlden,      Conn 17-9 

4.  Quincy,     Mass. IS. 3 

5.  Aurora,     111 '.' 18.5 

6.  Boston,     Mass 18.5 

7.  Maiden,    Mass.,     22.0 

8.  MeKeesport,    Pa.,     23.3 

9.  Fort    Wayne,    Ind.,     23.3 

10.  Springfield,     Mass 29.9 

11.  Decatur,     111 29.9 

12.  Newark,     Ohio '        30.0 

13.  New   York,    N.    Y 30.7 

14.  Portland,     Oregon,     316 

15.  Reading,    Pa.,     32.0 

16.  Trenton,    N.    J.,    32.0 

17.  Elmlra,    N.    Y 32.6 

18.  Utica,    N.    Y.,    35.4 

19.  Woonsoeket,     R.     I.,     .' 35.6 

20.  Trov,     N.    Y.,     36.8 

21.  Philadelphia,     Pa 37.2 

22.  Wilmington,    Del.     (white) 37.3 

23.  Columbus,    Ohio 3S.3 

24.  Los    Angeles,    Cal 38.3 

25.  York,    Pa 38.4 

26.  Kingston,    N.    Y 42.0 

27.  Dayton,    Ohio 46.3 

28.  Baltimore,    Md '""_ 46.3 

29.  Camden,    N.   J 46.6 

30.  St.    Louis,    Mo "        48.6 

31.  Kansas   City   Mo 51.3 

Memphis,    Tenn.    (white) 58.7 

™ , *i       r\v.*^  ct\  1 


32 
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33.  Cincinnati,    Ohio 60.1 

34.  Erie,    Pa.,     .""•v; 

35.  Wilmington,    Del.    (colored) 

36.  Memphis,   Tenn.    (colored), 


34'.    Erie,    Pa.,'     ' •• '.[[[[['.'.'.['.'.'.'.'■'■'....'.■■■■    62.8 

•     Wilmington,    Del.    (colored),    75.8 

xrnrr*r.Y,ia     Tonn      (rnlnre(D 
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McKEES  ROCKS— T.  K.  Johnston. 


Our  schools  have  been  very  successful  this  past  term  closing  June 
18,  1914. 

The  teachers  have  worked  faithfully,  the  parents  have  co-operated 
with  us,  and  the  Board  of  Education  has  done  everything  in  its 
power  to  improve  our  schools. 

Our  enrollment  was  1,775;  percentage  of  attendance,  95;  average 
of  attendance,  1,334;  number  of  teachers  and  supervisors,  37;  number 
of  pupils  attending  high  school,  82;  number  of  pupils  graduating 
from  the  grades,  and  receiving  county  diplomas,  62 ;  number  of  visits 
to  the  school  by  parents,  teachers,  principals  and  superintendents, 
704;  number  of  visits  made  by  the  district  superintendent,  750. 

The  enrollment  of  our  Parochial  schools  was  as  follows:  St  Mary's, 
570;  St.  Francis,  535;  Polish,  300;  Lithuanian  (pupils  from  our  town) 
45;  entire  enrollment,  1,450. 

About  275  children  in  our  borough  hold  employment  certificates. 
This  makes  a  total  enumeration  of  3,500  children  of  school  age  in  our 
district. 

Thanksgiving,  Lincoln's  birthday,  Washington's  birthday  and  Peace 
day  were  observed  by  suitable  programs;  and  Decoration  Day  was 
observed  by  the  children  contributing  flowers  for  the  soldier's 
graves. 

In  nature  study  flowers  were  gathered  and  studied  and  import- 
ant ones  selected  upon  which  compositions  were  written ;  bird  houses 
were  built,  many  different  Audobon  societies  were  formed  in  the 
school  for  the  more  extensive  study  of  birds ;  and  compositions  were 
written  after  studying  and  observing  the  common  birds  and  their 
uses  in  preserving  crops  and  vegetation. 

A  patriotic  club  for  boys  consisting  of  sixty  members  was  organ- 
ized for  history  study,  scout  work  and  athletics. 

Literary  society  was  conducted  in  our  high  school,  a  glee  club 
formed,  an  orchestra  organized  and  a  school  entertainment  given  in 
behalf  of  our  school  picnic.  Basketry,  woodwork  and  needlework 
were  encouraged  along  the  industrial  lines. 

The  vaccination  law  was  strictly  observed.  Many  cases  of  diph- 
theria and  scarlet  fever  were  reported,  but  by  the  watchful  care  of 
the  teachers,  the  helpful  assistance  of  our  Board  of  Health  and  the 
continual  disinfecting  of  school  property  the  schools  were  kept  open 
during  the  entire  term. 

Fire  drills  were  conducted  twice  per  month.  Teachers'  meetings 
wejee  held  at  least  twice  per  month  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  school 
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problems  in  every  day  work,  explaining  our  course  of  study  and  study- 
ing "Current  Educational  Activities." 

Every  teacher  attended  the  County  Institute  and  every  teacher  was 
enrolled  in  the  State  Educational  Association. 

All  of  our  teachers  visited  at  least  one  school  outside  of  our  dis- 
trict and  all  teachers  of  three  years'  experience  or  less  visited  all  the 
different  rooms  in  our  district  of  the  same  steps  or  grades  as  her  own. 

Many  employment  certificates  were  granted  where  it  was  neces- 
sary to  help  in  supporting  the  family,  but  many  children  were  re- 
fused certificates  and  compelled  to  attend  school  when  aid  could  be 
received  from  the  County  Poor  Board,  or  from  the  McKees  Rocks 
Relief  Association. 

The  coming  year  promises  much.  A  new  building  for  grade  work 
and  high  school  work  is  now  being  erected.  Five  rooms  are  for 
grade  work  and  four  for  high  school  work,  besides  a  commercial  room 
and  also  a  laboratory. 


MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


Following  the  brilliant  pageant  of  Old  Home  Week,  our  schools 
opened  Monday,  September  eighth,  with  full  attendance.  A  new 
school -building,  which  we  had  hoped  would  be  ready  for  occupation 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  was  not  opened  until  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing Thanksgiving  Day.  Up  to  that  time,  notwithstanding  that  the 
board  had  rented  several  rooms,  we  were  short  of  room,  and  some  of 
the  primary  children  were  put  on  half  time.  The  new  building  re- 
ferred to  is  a  fine,  six-room,  one-story  frame  structure,  erected  at  a  cost 
of  about  $15,000.  It  stands  on  ground  leased  from  the  P.  R.  Coal 
and  Iron  Company. 

From  the  6th  of  January  to  about  the  1st  of  March,  our  schools 
were  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers.  This  was  owing 
to  the  failure  of  my  health  which  became  apparent  about  November 
first.  During  this  period  I  was  compelled  to  withdraw  entirely 
from  work.  From  the  first  of  March  to  the  close  of  the  term  I  was 
again  on  the  ground,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  I  was  not  fully  able  to 
attend  to  my  duties.  The  teachers,  however,  who  from  previous  ex- 
perience knew  well  their  ground,  put  forth  their  very  best  efforts. 
The  secretary  of  the  board,  and  some  members  of  the  board  also  took 
an  active  interest,  and  thus  rendered  valuable  help.     In  this  way  it 
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is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  harm  which  naturally  results  from  a  lack 
of  active  and  constant  supervision  was  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Our 
school  work  on  the  whole  ran  very  smoothly.  The  health  of  the  chil- 
dren was  fairly  good  as  was  also  our  attendance.  We  were  thus 
enabled  to  cover  thoroughly  our  course  of  study,  with  the  exception 
that  some  of  our  children  were  retarded  because  of  half  time  for  a 
portion  of  the  term. 

Medical  inspection  was  for  the  first  time  introduced  into  our  schools 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  The  medical  inspector  entered  upon  his 
duties  shortly  after  the  beginning  of  the  term.  Every  child  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  underwent  a  physical  examination.  Conditions 
were  noted,  and  reports  were  properly  made. 

Three  years  ago  I  formed  a  resolution  to  withdraw  from  school  work 
at  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  I  was  elected.     The  state  of  my 
health,  however,  for  nearly  a  year  past,  would  have  made  my  with- 
drawal a  necessity.     My  incumbency  as  superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  Mahanoy  City  has  extended  over  a  period  of  eighteen  years.  This 
period,  notwithstanding  the  annoyances  incident  to  my  work,  has  been 
the  pleasantest  of  my  whole  life.     I  have  seen  a  generation  of  children 
pass  from  their  school  duties  to  the  sterner  ones  incident  to  the  great 
struggle  of  life.      My  earnest  hope  is  that  every  one  of  those  boys  and 
girls  who  attended  school  years  ago,  as  well  as  these  who  have  at- 
tended recently  may  have  been  inspired  both  by  my  counsel  and  by  my 
personal  example,  to  perform  better  their  life-work  because  of  their 
personal  acquaintance  and  contact  with  me.     I  have  ever  entertained 
the  tenderest  affections  for  the  children  of  Mahanoy  City,  and  my 
earnest  prayer  is  that  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  may  lead  them  in 
the  paths  of  manhood  and  womanhood.     I  resign  my  work  cheerfully. 
It  has  at  times  been  arduous,  but  it  has  been  sweetened  in  a  thousand 
different  ways.    When  I  look  over  the  past  field  of  my  work  a  thou- 
sand  pleasant  memories  are  revived.     The  recollection  of  my  associa- 
tion with  pupils  and  teachers,  as  well  as  with  the  thousands  of  inci- 
dents connected  with  school  work  can  never  be  obliterated.     I  feel  con- 
fident that  our  local  schools  have  made  advancement  during  my  incum- 
bency in  office.     This  has  been  due  partly  to  the  enlarged  conceptions 
now  held  by  most  thoughtful  people  in  regard  to  the  functions  of  the 
present  day  school;  partly  because  citizens,  directors,  and  teachers 
willed  that  improvement  should  take  place;  and  may  I  express  the 
hope  that  our  citizens  believe  that  at  least  a  modicum  of  the  im- 
provement is  due  to  the  conscientious  efforts  of  their  superintendent? 
The  schools  are  in   good  hands.     The  local   school  sentiment  is 
better  than  T  ever  knew  it  to  be.     With   such   a  healthful   school 
sentiment,  with  equipments  superior  to  any  our  people  have  hereto- 
fore enjoved,  and  with  a  new  superintendent  full  of  the  knowledge 
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requisite  for  the  conduct  and  administration  of  school  affairs,  what 
excellence  is  there  that  our  people  may  not  look  for? 

At  the  close  of  these  reflections  let  me  not  forget  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  Department  for  their  kind  and  courteous  treatment  I 
have  always  received.  For  this  kindness  and  courtesy  I  shall  ever 
feel  grateful. 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP  (Schuylkill  County)— Joseph  F.  Noonan. 


The  public  schools  of  Mahanoy  township  lost  a  highly  efficient 
school  man  when  their  former  superintendent  resigned  to  become 
United  States  Marshal  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  The  incumbency 
of  the  present  superintendent  early  in  April  found  the  schools  of  the 
district  in  excellent  condition.  For  years,  his  predecessor  had  toiled 
and  labored  unceasingly  to  develop  a  communal  atmosphere  that 
would  enable  educational  sentiment  to  tfirive  and  flourish. 

A  task  of  this  kind  is  a  difficult  and  complicated  one  in  a  district 
of  this  nature.  Poverty,  political  unrest,  the  absence  of  freeholders 
of  any  kind,  the  manifest  desire  of  the  people  to  control  their  schools 
with  local  teachers,  the  scattered  locations  of  all  school  buildings, 
the  dreary  environment,  and  many  other  similar  things  have  made 
advanced  work  in  this  district  almost  impossible. 

I  find,  however,  that  these  obstacles  have  been  considerably  les- 
sened by  the  tact,  skill,  and  splendid  judgment  of  the  man  who  has 
just  left  the  superintendence  It  is  only  just  for  me  to  mention  these 
matters  because  the  soil  in  which  I  have  now  begun  to  work  has  been 
rendered  quite  fertile  through  his  agency.  The  progress  that  we  ex- 
pect to  make  soon  should  really  be  attributed  to  the  work  he  has 
done  along  these  different  lines. 

So  far,  the  time  of  the  present  superintendent  has  been  devoted  to 
careful  consideration  of  the  varied  school  problems  that  have  been 
under  study  for  a  number  of  years.  Among  these  are  the  gradation 
of  schools,  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  course  of  study,  the  erection 
of  more  modern  buildings,  the  introduction  of  more  complete  equip- 
ment and  apparatus,  the  question  of  transportation,  a  higher  educa- 
tional standard  for  teachers,  the  problem  of  medical  inspection,  the 
employment  of  snecial  teachers,  and  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the 
compulsory  school  law.  Even  in  such  a  short  space  of  time,  many 
of  these  things  are  on  a  fair  way  to  accomplishment. 
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An  early  settlement  of  the  transportation  question  is  pending.  We 
have  introduced  the  Steadman  System  of  Muscular  Writing,  and  have 
appointed  a  special  teacher  to  take  charge  of  the  work.  Music  will 
be  taught  in  our  two  central  grammar  schools  hereafter.  A  special 
teacher  has  been  secured  to  give  this  instruction.  One  of  our  build- 
ings has  been  rendered  unsafe  by  the  subsidence  of  the  ground  on 
which  it  was  located.  We  have  decided  to  erect  a  new  building,  State 
planned  and  State  specified,  and  to  improve  it  further  by  adding 
bubbling  drinking  fountains,  washing  facilities  and  inside  toilet  ac- 
commodations. Adjustable  desks  have  been  introduced  for  the  first 
time  and  are  giving  excellent  satisfaction.  Three  rooms  have  been 
fitted  in  this  manner.  We  have  decided  to  organize  a  State  recog- 
nized high  school,  and  with  that  end  in  view,  have  introduced  the 
course  of  study  recommended  by  the  Department,  and  have  selected  a 
high  school  principal  who  answers  every  requirement  of  the  code. 
We  have  added  a  third  teacher  to  the  high  school  corps.  We  have 
increased  our  regular  teaching  force  by  the  addition  of  five  teachers. 
A  medical  inspector  has  been  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
schools  have  been  graded  as  nearly  as  it  was  possible  to  grade  them. 

At  this  time,  T  feel  that  a  great  deal  has  been  accomplished.  By 
the  close  of  next  year,  my  report  should  be  full  of  progress.  My  pres- 
ent board  of  directors  are  earnest,  sincere  and  progressive.  They  are 
one  of  the  finest  bodies  of  men  with  whom  T  have  ever  come  in  con- 
tact. With  their  co-operation  and  confidence,  I  feel  that  the  Mahanoy 
township  public  schools  will  do  their  part  in  the  great  work  of  edu- 
cating the  young. 


MEADVILLE— R.  H.  Bellows. 


It  has  been  my  purpose  during  my  administration,  to  raise  the 
standard  of  work  in  the  Meadville  schools,  and  through  the  co-opera- 
tion and  assistance  of  the  majority  of  the  teachers,  much  has  been 
accomplished  in  this  line.  My  main  efforts  however,  have  been  di- 
rected toward  the  physical  betterment  of  the  pupils,  since  in  that 
respect  I  found  the  Meadville  school  system  particularly  weak. 

It  is,  therefore,  most  gratifying  to  me  and  I  am  sure  it  is  none  the 
less  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  school  board  that  we  have 
been  able  to  introduce  during  the  past  six  years,  physical  training 
throughout  the  schools,  medical  inspection,  a  school  nurse,  free  den- 
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tal  clinic  and  health  lectures  given  by  physicians  and  nurses.  I 
count  these  tilings  in  any  school  system  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
community  and  1  am  supported  in  this  opinion  by  social  workers 
throughout  the  civilized  world. 


School  Nurse. 

The  efficiency  of  our  medical  inspection  has  been  increased  ma- 
terially the  past  year  by  the  addition  of  the  school  nurse.  The  agree- 
ment entered  into  with  the  local  District  Nurse  Association  this  year 
by  which  we  have  had  one  half  the  time  of  a  trained  nurse  has  been 
a  real  benefit  to  the  schools.  The  nurse's  frequent  visits  to  both 
homes  and  schools  have  aided  greatly  in  maintaining  the  general  good 
health  of  the  school  children. 

There  is  a  demand  for  more  of  this  work.     The  entire  time  of  one 

nurse  could  profitably  be  spent  for  the  schools  in  making  inspections 

and  giving  emergency  treatments  and  visiting  the  homes,  offering 

advice  and  assisting  mothers  who  are  too  poor  to  employ  a  nuse. 

Miss  Nora  B.  Taft,  who  lias  rendered  such  invaluable  service  the 

past  year,  makes  the  following  statement: 

ISO 
Number  of  school  visits, 

Number  of  home  visits,    

Number  of  cases  of  adenoids,  enlarged  tonsils  and  defective 

vision  treated  as  a  result  of  the  medical  examination  and 

4:0 

the  efforts  of  the  nurse,  

Number  of  operations  for  adenoids  and  enlarged  tonsils,  ....  2 

Number  having  defective  vision  who  obtained  glasses  through 

efforts  of  school  nurse,    

Number  of  indigent  cases  of  defective  teeth  treated  at  den- 
tal clinics,    ' ' 

Number  of  other  cases  of  defective  teeth  repaired  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  parents,    

Number  of  visit  to  dentists  to  accompany  children,   M 

Number  of  cases  of  pediculosis  treated  at  the  home  and  school,         25 
Whole  number  of  different  cases  treated  as  a  result  of  this 
follow-up  work  of  school  nurse,    

Free  Dental  Clinic. 

The  free  dental  clinic  established  two  months  ago  has  been  most 
successful  as  the  above  report  shows.  _ 

Dental  supply  houses  have  furnished  the  necessary  materials  and 
the  local  dentists  have  opened  their  offices  to  indigent  children  free 
of  charge. 
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When  we  realize  that  45  per  cent,  of  our  school  children  are  re- 
ported as  having  defective  teeth,  we  must  infer  that  there  is  great 
need  of  this  kind  of  work.  An  examination  of  a  large  number  of 
cases  shows  that  children  whose  teeth  are  in  good  condition  have  bet- 
ter health  and  generally  complete  their  school  course  in  less  time 
than  children  whose  teeth  are  neglected. 

School  Gardens. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  aroused  in  school  gardens  this 
Spring.  A  canvass  of  the  schools  showed  that  over  a  hundred  chil- 
dren were  anxious  to  take  up  their  work  during  the  present  season. 
However,  as  your  honorable  body  were  unable  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  it  this  year  I  urged  the  teachers  of  the  Porter  Street 
and  the  Third  District  schools  to  see  what  could  be  done.  Accord- 
ingly we  applied  to  the  Cleveland  Flower  Mission  for  school  garden 
literature  and  penny  packets  of  seeds.  The  children  were  enthusiastic 
regarding  the  project  and  brought  their  pennies  for  seeds  willingly. 
As  most  of  the  older  children  of  the  Third  District  Schools  were 
obliged  to  assist  with  the  home  gardens  it  was  thought  best  to  let 
them  take  seeds  home  for  planting.  In  the  Porter  Street  school  con- 
ditions were  different.  The  children  were  anxious  to  have  small  indi- 
vidual gardens  near  the  school.  Through  the  kindness  of  Messrs. 
Shryock  and  Hill  the  use  of  a  lot  60  feet  by  113  feet  adjoining  the 
school  lot  was  donated  for  the  season.  Without  interfering  with 
their  school  work  the  children  made  over  40  beds  in  which  they 
planted  most  of  the  common  vegetables  and  flower  seeds.  They  have 
agreed  to  care  for  their  gardens  during  the  summer,  and  their  teach- 
ers have  already  arranged  for  an  exhibition  of  flowers  and  vegetables 
at  the  Porter  Street  school  next  fall. 

High  School  Loan  Fund. 

For  a  number  of  years  each  junior  class  has  given  a  play  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  money  with  which  to  banquet  themselves  and  the 
seniors.  In  1911  I  suggested  that  a  small  portion  of  this  money 
be  set  aside  for  the  establishment  of  a  high  school  loan  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  graduates  of  this  high  school  who  are  in  need  of  financial 
aid  in  securing  a  higher  education.  Accordingly  $25  were  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose.  Since  then  three  other  classes  have  con- 
tributed so  that  now  the  fund  amounts  to  $85.54.  Students  who  are 
beneficiaries  under  this  fund  must  be  members  of  a  graduating  class 
that  has  contributed  $15.00  or  more  to  this  fund.  The  fund  will  be 
controlled  by  a  board  consisting  of  the  presidents  of  the  four  upper 
classes  in  the  high  school,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  Prin- 
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cipal  of  the  High  School  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  School 
Directors. 

The  present  depository  is  the  New  First  National  Bank  of  Mead- 
ville,  and  is  a  saving  account  known  as  the  Meadville  High  School 
Loan  Fund.  The  present  junior  and  senior  classes  have  already- 
contributed  to  the  fund. 

Other  Work. 

In  addition  to  the  work  mentioned,  manual  training  for  boys,  a 
home  economics  course  for  high  school  girls,  sanitary  drinking  foun- 
tains in  all  schools,  grade  libraries  in  the  elementary  schools,  a  refer- 
ence library  of  1,080  volumes  in  the  high  school  and  a  card  system 
of  records  have  been  introduced. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


The  total  enrollment  in  our  schools  was  1,114=,  a  slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year.  A  class  of  7  boys  and  7  girls  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  May  29.  A  class  of  39  was  promoted  to  the  high 
school.  The  work  for  the  year  was  very  satisfactory  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  our  corps  of  teachers  included  seven  new  teachers, 
three  of  whom  were  in  the  high  school. 

Our  school  board  favorably  considered  the  matter  of  contracting 
our  elementary  school  course  from  9  years  to  8  years,  and  immediate 
steps  were  taken  to  make  the  necessary  changes.  It  was  found  that 
by  making  a  few  minor  modifications  it  would  be  possible  to  combine 
the  work  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  grades.  This  was  done  and  we  are 
now  on  an  eight  grade  basis.  The  course  for  the  first  four  years 
has  been  rewritten.  As  this  combined  class  progresses  through  the 
remaining  four  years  the  course  will  be  so  modified  as  to  fully  meet 
the  needs  of  the  class  without  deteriorating  the  standard  of  our  ele- 
mentary work.  In  view  of  the  changes  in  the  course  the  teachers 
made  a  careful  study  of  courses  of  study  including  the  elementary 
course  recommended  by  the  State  Department.  The  investigations 
included  "Material"  and  "Time  Limit"  of  the  leading  studies  of  the 
elementary  school  curriculum.  Special  attention  was  given  to  eli- 
minations of  non-essentials,  more  intensive  and  less  extensive  teach- 
ing.    We  believe  that  the  changes  in  the  course  will  finally  result  in 
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better  teaching,  larger  enrollment  in  the  high  school  and  naturally 
larger  graduating  classes. 

The  Mothers'  Congress  Circle,  an  organization  of  ladies  which  has 
been  co-operating  with  the  schools  for  several  years,  has  appropriated 
sufficient  money  to  purchase  a  stereopticon  for  visual  instruction  in 
the  schools.  Besides  this,  the  Circle  has  encouraged  school  gardens 
by  offering  prizes  for  the  best  garden  kept  by  a  child  in  each  ward 
of  the  town.  Lately  under  its  auspices  there  was  organized  a  Girls' 
Club  which  will  look  after  girls  over  14  years  of  age  and  will  likely 
develop  into  a  domestic  science  center. 

During  the  year  raffia  work  was  introduced  into  the  schools  of  one 
of  our  buildings.  The  results  were  so  gratifying  that  the  prospects 
are  good  for  its  further  extension  to  all  the  buildings  of  town. 

Domestic  science,  vocational  training  and  commercial  training  are 
knocking  at  our  doors.  We  hope  that  matters  will  soon  shape  them- 
selves that  they  may  be  admitted.  Our  greatest  need  for  extending 
the  usefulness  of  the  schools  is  money. 


MILTON— Wallace  W.  Fetzer. 


I  took  charge  of  the  schools  here  February  1st,  of  this  year.  Two 
weeks  previous  to  my  assuming  the  work,  a  large  grade  building 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  this  building  was  located  the  office  of  the 
superintendent.  As  a  result  many  valuable  records  were  lost,  which 
made  it  doubly  hard  for  a  new  man  to  begin  work. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  former  superintendent  Mr.  W.  A.  Wilson 
and  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  splendid  way  they  managed 
the  school  affairs.  In  a  very  short  time  all  the  children  were  back 
in  school  again  and  although  greatly  handicapped  on  account  of 
room,  by  the  magnificent  response  and  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers, 
fairly  good  results  were  obtained. 

The  School  Board  immediately  began  formulating  plans  for  a  new 
building  and  at  present  time  the  contract  has  been  let  for  a  more 
commodious  and  modern  building.  We  are  also  reconstructing 
another  building  and  placing  an  addition  to  the  same.  This  is  to  be 
ready  for  occupancy  about  time  school  opens. 

We  made  no  change  in  the  work  as  outlined  for  the  year  but  en- 
deavored to  find  where  we  considered  we  could  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools  the  coming  year. 
19 
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We  are  more  than  pleased  with  the  earnestness  displayed  by  the 
teaching  force  and  the  interest  manifested  by  the  people  in  general 
with  regard  to  their  schools  and  in  all  forms  of  education. 

We  graduated  from  our  high  school  twenty-five  boys  and  the  same 
number  of  girls.  Many  of  whom  are  making  arrangements  to  enter 
college  this  Fall.  Many  of  the  class,  who  took  the  Commercial 
Course,  have  accepted  good  positions. 


MINERSVILLE— Wilbur  M.  Yeingst. 


This  year  has  not  been  characterized  by  anything  sensational  along 
educational  lines.  There  has  been  a  steady  improvement,  we  believe, 
in  every  department  of  school  work.  Our  teachers  have  developed  a 
good  fighting  spirit,  which  they  have  succeeded  to  impart  to  the  chil- 
dren under  their  charge.  As  a  result  a  spirit  of  determination  to  do 
better  work  is  quite  marked  throughout  our  student  body.  This  is 
mighty  encouraging  to  say  the  least. 

Our  commencement  exercises  were  held  June  11.  On  this  occasion 
we  graduated  thirty-nine, — twenty-one  ladies  and  eighteen  young 
men.  Of  this  number  probably  twenty-six  will  enter  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning  in  the  fall. 

Our  high  school  has  had  a  remarkable  growth.  Within  the  past 
five  years  over  one  hundred  additional  pupils  have  been  enrolled. 
Last  year  we  had  one  hundred  eighty-four  or  almost  fourteen  per 
cent,  of  our  entire  enrollment.  From  present  indications  we  should 
have  at  least  two  hundred  twenty-five  at  the  opening  of  the  new  year. 
Various  reasons  have  been  given  for  this  increase;  but  it  seems  to  us 
that  the  departmental  work  established  a  few  years  ago  in  the  gram- 
mar grades  deserves  the  most  credit.  Boys  and  girls  between  the 
ages  of  thirteen  and  fifteen,  sitting  under  instruction  from  experts 
along  their  several  lines,  cannot  under  normal  conditions  fail  to 
be  imbued  with  a  desire  to  secure  more  than  an  ordinary  common 
school  education.  With  this  ambition  they  enter  high  school  with 
an  ultimate  hope  of  graduating  from  a  normal  school,  a  college,  or  a 
university. 

Parent-  Teacher  Organizations  have  been  established.  Under  their 
auspices  a  "Baby  Saving  Show"  was  held  during  the  year.  The 
American  Association  of  Charities  and  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  loaned  their  exhibits  for  the  occasion.  These  exhib- 
its in  connection  with  the  one  prepared  by  local  people  were  of  great 
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interest  and  created  a  spirit  for  much  good.  The  rooms  were  open 
four  days  and  evenings.  Lectures  were  given  by  prominent  physi- 
ans  and  practical  demonstrations  by  trained  nurses  did  much  good. 
A  very  large  attendance  was  reported  at  each  meeting.  A  particu- 
larly pleasing  feature  was  the  attendance  and  attention  given  by  a 
large  number  of  foreign  mothers. 

Arrangements  are  well  under  way  for  securing  a  site  for  a  high 
school  athletic  field.  The  large  plot  east  of  the  high  school  is  admir- 
ably suited  for  the  purpose.  Not  only  will  a  gridiron  and  diamond 
be  laid  out;  but  sufficient  room  can  be  found  for  playgrounds,  swim- 
ming pools,  and  tennis  courts. 

We  take  this  occasion  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  assistance  given  during  the  year.  We  are  deeply  grateful 
to  a  Board  of  Education  which  has  been  untiring  in  its  efforts  to  place 
our  school  on  a  higher  plane  of  efficiency.  Without  this  assistance 
and  hearty  co-operation  we  could  not  have  had  the  successful  year 
just  closed.  An  appreciative  public  has  given  much  encouragement 
for  which  we  feel  indebted. 


MONESSEN— H.  E.  Gress. 


On  June  5  one  of  the  most  successful  years  in  the  history  of  our 
schools  closed.  During  the  year  we  had  few  cases  of  contagious  dis- 
eases and  for  that  reason  our  attendance  has  been  good.  On  account 
of  the  rapid  growth  in  population  most  of  our  rooms  have  been 
crowded  during  the  year. 

The  school  board  is  providing  for  this  crowded  condition  by  the 
erection  of  two  new  school  buildings.  One  is  a  ten-room  grade  build- 
ing and  the  other  a  high  school  building.  These  buildings  are  both 
being  built  and  equipped  in  the  most  modern  way.  The  grade  build- 
ing will  be  completed  by  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  in  Septem- 
ber, and  the  hiirh  school  by  the  first  of  February  at  which  time  our 
second  term  of  the  year  begins.  When  these  two  buildings  are  com- 
pleted, we  shall  be  well  prepared  to  take  care  of  all  our  pupils. 

The' week  of  December  1  to  5,  we  held  our  Second  Annual  Teachers' 
Institute.  The  instructors  were:  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Arthur  Holmes, 
F.  H.  Green,  Edwin  Lee,  W.  S.  Hertzog,  Ralph  E.  Sheldon,  and 
Robert  J.  McDowell.  The  holding  of  the  institute  in  Monessen  has 
helped  to  create  an  educational  sentiment  in  the  town. 
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All  of  the  teachers  attended  a  University  Extension  Course  given 
by  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Quite  a  number  of  them  took  an 
examination  at  the  close  of  the  course  and  received  college  credit. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  principals  and  teachers  for  the  interest  they 
have  taken  in  their  school  work  and  for  the  progressive  spirit  they 
have  shown.  We  also  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  earnest 
and  business-like  way  in  which  the  members  of  the  School  Board  have 
performed  their  work,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  sup- 
ported the  superintendent  in  his  administration  of  school  affairs. 
The  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  State  Board  of 
Education  have  given  many  valuable  suggestions  during  the  year  for 
which  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation. 


MONONGAHELA  CITY— R.  G.  Dean. 


During  the  term  we  enrolled  1,717  pupils,  893  males  and  824  fe- 
males. Throughout  our  grades  and  high  school  the  number  of  boys 
is  greater  than  the  number  of  girls.  The  boys  stay  in  school  well,  and 
few  drop  out  before  the  age  of  sixteen,  at  which  time  they  have 
completed  one  or  two  years  of  high  school. 

During  the  year  we  have  been  building  a  five  room  annex  to  our 
First  Ward  building.  We  expect  to  occupy  it  at  the  opening  of  our 
next  term  in  September,  and  the  additional  rooms  will  relieve  the 
crowded  condition  that  has  prevailed  in  the  ward. 

During  the  term,  teachers,  pupils  and  parents  have  worked  to- 
gether to  the  mutual  advantage  of  all.  Interest  in  the  public  schools 
has  shown  no  abatement  during  the  past  term.  A  helpful  attitude 
toward  education  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  increases  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools  and  extends  the  field  of  usefulness. 

The  Mothers'  Club  of  Monongahela  City  aided  us  during  the  year 
by  purchasing  for  the  high  school  a  splendid  lantern  with  projecting 
attachment,  and  also  purchased  considerable  physical  laboratory 
equipment.  They  also  purchased  for  the  Lincoln  school  eight-  splen- 
did pictures,  which  will  aid  us  in  our  picture  study.  Our  school 
board  has  adopted  the  study  of  domestic  economy  as  a  part  of  our 
course  of  study,  and  has  elected  a  teacher,  and  are  equipping  a  cook- 
ing and  a  sewing  room.  We  expect  to  have  work  in  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades  and  in  the  high  school. 
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During  the  term  we  studied  in  our  teachers'  meetings,  Current 
Educational  Activities  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Garber  of  Philadelphia. 

We  found  the  book  very  helpful,  and  we  believe  our  teachers  were 
benefitted  by  its  study  to  help  the  boy  to  better  take  his  place  in  the 
community  and  in  social  life. 

The  Superintendents  of  Donora  and  Charleroi  united  with  us  in 
arranging  for  a  tri-district  institute.  The  teachers  of  Charleroi, 
Donora  and  Monongahela  City  met  at  Charleroi  in  our  first  tri-dis- 
trict Institute  September  1-5,  1913.  The  Institute  was  a  success  in 
interest  and  benefit  derived.  We  expect  to  continue  by  meeting  in 
the  three  districts  in  turn. 

We  are  in  need  of  a  new  high  school  building.  We  are  crowded 
in  our  present  quarters,  and  our  high  school  is  growing  rapidly  from 
year  to  year. 

We  hope  for  better  things  for  our  schools  in  the  future. 


MOUNT  CARMEL— S.  H.  Dean. 


During  the  past  year  we  have  not  been  hampered  by  any  epidemic 
of  contagious  diseases.  Toward  the  later  part  of  the  year  the  Stough 
campaign  for  six  weeks  put  the  teachers  to  the  test,  for  a  time.  But 
in  the  end  the  pupils  did  well.  The  common  drinking  cup  has  given 
place  to  the  drinking  fountain  according  to  the  law.  Our  buildings 
are  all  properly  fumigated.  When  we  have  a  case  of  exposure  in  the 
schools  we  send  the  children  home  with  their  woolen  clothes  and 
hair  laden  with  germs  and  then  fumigate  the  boards  and  books.  Still 
we  have  not  in  the  22  years  that  I  have  been  superintendent,  had  an 
epidemic  caused  by  going  to  school.  The  danger  always  has  been 
in  churches  and  moving  picture  houses. 

Our  schools  have  but  one  grade  under  a  teacher.  Not  more  than  50 
pupils  are  allowed  in  one  room  and  in  the  advanced  grades  the  num- 
bers are  still  smaller. 

Our  promotions  are  based  on  marks  of  such  a  character  as  will 
indicate  the  general  fitness  of  the  pupil  to  do  the  work  of  the  next 
grade.  Our  teachers  are  asked  to  consider  the  object  of  tests  to  be  to 
show  the  pupil  what  kind  of  work  he  has  done:  to  show  the  teacher 
the  result  of  her  work;  to  stimulate  the  pupil  and  sometimes  to  fix 
knowledge;  and  last  and  least  of  all  to  get  a  mark  to  help  the  teacher 

to  check  any  possible  partiality. 
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The  marks  have  nothing  to  do  with  percentages.  They  simply  in- 
dicate the  estimate  of  the  teacher  that  the  work  is  "Excellent,  Good 
or  Fair"  and  they  pass.  If  her  decision  says  they  are  "Poor  or  Very 
Poor"  they  fail  to  pass.  In  other  words  it  is  considering  the  work 
done  just  as  a  business  man  would  judge  his  clerks  or  a  housekeeper 
her  servants.  The  records  are  not  made  each  day  necessarily,  but 
two  or  three  times  a  week.  The  year's  work  is  considered  two  thirds 
and  the  final  tests  and  reviews  one  third.  If,  however,  the  final  part 
of  the  work  shows  maturity  and  that  the  work  has  been  done,  then 
his  marks  show  that,  just  as  a  clerk  would  get  credit  for  efficiency 
at  a  given  time  without  averaging  his  past  work  while  he  was  being 
drilled. 

We  consider  it  is  the  business  of  the  teacher  to  know  where  the 
pupils  are  weak  and  see  that  they  are  helped  and  stimulated  and 
held  to  successful  work.  A  marker  is  one  thing  and  a  teacher  is 
another,  entirely.  A  teacher  is  a  dynamical  force  and  not  a  time 
server. 

We  held  our  class  day  and  commencement  exercises  in  the  auditor- 
ium of  our  new  high  school.  This  room  is  so  arranged  that  one  thou- 
sand people  can  enjoy  the  exercises.  The  regular  seating  capacity 
is  72G.  The  building  is  a  very  compact  modern-up-to-date  small  high 
school  structure.  It  has  10  class  rooms,  3  commercial  rooms,  physi- 
cal laboratory,  physical  stock  room,  lecture  room,  stock  room  for 
chemistry,  chemical  laboratory,  drawing  room,  domestic  science 
room,  manual  training  room,  study  hall,  teacher's  rooms,  Director's 
and  Superintendent's  Rooms,  general  supply  room  for  all  schools, 
lavatories  on  each  floor,  and  gymnasium'.  Program  clocks,  electric 
class  bells,  fire  alarm  bells,  vacuum  cleaners,  telephones,  fresh  air 
taken  from  the  roof  and  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  building  by  fans,  heat- 
ing coils  directly  under  the  shaft  where  the  air  passes  up  to  the 
rooms,  temperature  control  by  thermostats,  etc.,  are  some  of  the  fea- 
tures of  this  building. 

We  think  that  for  $100,000  we  have  a  very  complete  high  school 
for  a  small  city. 


NANTICOKE— A.  P.  Diffendafer. 


The  schools  of  our  borough  were  open  and  in  operation  during  the 
past  year  190  days.  1,914  boys  and  1,810  girls  were  enrolled  in  the 
schools.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  included  82  boys  and  90 
girls. 
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Our  work  has  been  carried  forward  without  any  marked  change 
from  former  years.  We  prefer  to  see  our  program  move  quietly  along 
the  line  of  healthy  progress  rather  than  to  effect  changes  by  methods 
almost  revolutionary.  There  has  been  but  little  difficulty  in  enforc- 
ing either  the  compulsory  or  vaccination  laws.  The  superintendents 
of  the  coal  mines  as  well  as  the  owners  of  the  factories  favor  the  com- 
pulsory school  laws,  and  give  us  valuable  assistance  in  enforcing  the 

same. 

Our  high  school  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  effective  parts  of 
our  school  system.  The  enrollment  when  compared  with  the  whole 
number  of  pupils  in  the  schools  of  this  borough  is  smaller  than  it  is 
in  some  other  places ;  but  when  measured  by  the  promotions  from  the 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  compares  favorably  with  the  larger 
cities.  Economic  conditions  make  it  necessary  for  a  large  number 
of  our  boys  and  girls  to  leave  school  before  they  have  completed  the 
grammar  grades.  We  have  organized  our  grammar  schools  on  the 
department  plan,  and  expect  to  find  a  larger  number  of  pupils  en- 
tering our  high  school. 

The  pupils  who  have  been  graduated  from  our  high  school  are 
ambitious  for  further  education.  More  than  seventy  per  cent,  of 
pupils  who  have  been  graduated  from  the  last  three  classes  have  en- 
tered a  normal  school  or  college. 

A  very  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  our  schools  has 
made  it  necessary  for  us  to  have  additional  room,  and  our  school 
board  began  to  prepare  early  in  the  year  for  the  erection  of  a  modern 
high  school  building.  Plans  for  the  same  have  been  approved,  and 
its  construction  has  been  commenced.  Its  cost  when  completed  will 
be  about  $225,000. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Industrial  Education 
we  were  able  to  do  more  efficient  work  in  our  evening  classes  than  in 
previous  years.  Before  the  night  schools  were  opened,  we  found  a 
strong  demand  for  vocational  instruction,  and  arranged  classes  to 
suit  the  different  vocations  as  far  as  possible.  Classes  in  mining, 
mine  ventilation,  mechanical  drawing,  etc.,  were  formed  for  the  men, 
and  classes  in  sewing,  and  in  the  commercial  branches  for  the  women. 
Excellent  progress  was  made  in  all  these  classes.  The  experiment 
was  a  decided  success  and  will  be  continued  and  extended  this  year. 
Our  institute  speakers  for  the  year  were  the  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer, 
Dr.  A.  D.  Yocum,  Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan,  Dr.  Chas.  W.  Kent,  Dr.  Llewellyn 
Phillips,  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green,  Dr.  George  D.  Strayer,  Dr.  Isaac  T. 
Headland,  Dr.  Scott  Nearing,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis.  The  addresses  were 
helpful  and  inspiring. 


19—6—1914 
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NEW  BRIGHTON— Floyd  Atwell. 


While  we  did  not  make  marked  changes  in  our  course  of  study  or 
in  our  system  of  work  during  the  last  year,  we  believe  that  a  very 
successful  year's  work  has  been  accomplished.  Besides  the  harmony 
and  co-operation  that  usually  is  in  evidence  here,  the  following  fac- 
tors might  be  mentioned  as  contributing  a  share  towards  good  and 
efficient  work: 

1.  The  attendance  of  pupils  has  not  been  better  for  a  number  of 
years  than  it  was  during  the  year  just  closed.  None  of  the  statisti- 
cal reports  of  the  last  ten  years  record  a  higher  percentage  of  at- 
tendance. This  result  is  due  to  a  continuous,  conscientious  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  a  more  faithful  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
parents,  and  the  absence  of  any  outbreak  or  epidemic  of  contagious 
diseases.  While  a  number  of  contagious  diseases  have  been  in  evi- 
dence during  the  year,  we  have  not  experienced  such  an  epidemic 
as  the  one  of  measles  that  prevaded  the  district  and  the  entire 
valley  during  the  previous  year.  In  connection  with  the  attendance 
I  wish  to  state  that  the  enrollment  of  pupils,  both  in  grades  and  the 
high  school,  while  growing  each  year,  was  the  highest  this  year  that 
it  has  ever  been. 

2.  Fewer  teachers  were  compelled  to  be  away  from  their  work 
this  year  on  account  of  illness  than  usual.  In  fact,  I  think  that  I 
never  knew  of  the  work  of  a  corps  of  teachers  being  interfered  with 
less  on  account  of  sickness.  This  situation  gave  less  occasion  for 
using  substitute  teachers  and  in  turn  added  to  the  general  efficiency 
of  our  work. 

3.  We  have  emphasized,  not  only  this  year  but  in  former  years,  the 
importance  of  a  continuous,  intelligent  drill  in  the  lower  grades  on 
the  four  fundamental  operations  of  arithmetic  that  the  pupils  might 
gain  the  ability  of  greater  accuracy  and  rapidity  in  performing  the 
work  of  the  upper  grades.  In  teaching  reading  we  have  emphasized 
to  the  teachers  the  educational  maxim  that  in  the  lower  grades  the 
pupils  should  "learn  to  read"  and  in  the  upper  grades  they  should 
"read  to  learn."  The  results  of  these  efforts  have  been  more  pro- 
nounced and  more  gratifying  this  year  than  in  any  former  year. 

4.  The  supervision  of  the  work  in  music  and  drawing  has  been 
carried  on  by  the  same  teachers  who  had  charge  during  last  year, 
thus  not  giving  occasion  for  any  break  or  disorganization  pedagogi- 
cally  in  these  departments  and  the  work  in  nearly  all  grades  was 
very  successful. 
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5  Three  years  ago  the  Board  provided  special  instruction  for 
backward  and  retarded  pupils.  The  work,  with  some  modification, 
has  been  continued  since  that  time  and  with  good  results.  At  the 
close  of  the  first  year  of  this  special  work,  in  my  report  I  stated  that 
the  final  efficiency  of  this  system  of  work  could  not  be  judged  at 
that  time.  After  three  years  have  passed  we  are  still  more  assured  of 
the  importance  of  this  work  and  point  with  pride  and  pleasure  to 
individual  pupils  who  have  been  materially  benefited  by  such  instruc- 
tion. ,        .  x ,      . 

6  In  my  last  report  on  the  year  of  1912-13,  I  spoke  of  the  im- 
portance and  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  supervising  principal. 
This  year  Miss  McComb  extended  her  work  in  that  capacity  to  the 
third  ward  and,  without  doubt,  the  good  results  of  her  work  are 
even  more  evident  than  in  the  previous  year. 

7.  The  replacing  of  the  old  heating  system  of  the  Central  build- 
ing by  a  new  and  modern  heating  and  ventilating  system,  at  a  cost 
of "$12,000,  was  the  most  important  step  of  the  year  in  the  way  of 
equipment.  No  doubt  the  superior  ventilation  and  uniform  tem- 
perature as  afforded  this  year  by  the  new  system  contributed  not 
only  to  the  comfort  but  also  to  the  good  health  of  the  teachers  and 
pupils  of  this  building  and  in  turn  contributed  to  the  good  attend- 
ance and  successful  work  of  the  year. 

Patrons'  Days. 
The  afternoon  of  Friday,  December  12,  the  last  school  day  previ- 
ous to  the  Christmas  vacation,  was  designated  as  Patrons'  Day  in 
all  of  the  buildings.  The  regular  class  room  work  was  dispensed 
with  for  a  part  of  the  afternoon  session  to  give  time  for  a  short 
program  appropriate  to  the  occasion  and  season.  About  seven  hun- 
dred visitors  were  in  the  schools  during  the  afternoon.  On  the  after- 
noon and  evening  of  May  15,  an  exhibition  of  the  work  of  the  schools 
was  given.  The  work  of  the  pupils  of  the  entire  district  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  Central  building  and  it  was  estimated  that  fully  two 
thousand  people  were  present  and  viewed  the  display  which  included 
work  from  all  grades  and  all  departments.  I  believe  that  the  opinion 
formed  by  the  visitors  at  this  time  would  only  add  strength  to  my 
statement  that  we  have  just  completed  a  successful  year's  work. 


NEW  CASTLE— T.  A.  Kimes. 


In  submitting  my  ninth  annual  report,  it  is  gratifying  to  report 
our  schools  in  prosperous  condition. 
During  no  previous  year  have  we  made  greater  advancement  than 
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the  present  one.  Our  percentage  of  promotion  has  reached  almost 
ninety  per  cent.  In  some  of  our  districts,  more  than  ninety  per  cent. 
of  the  total  enrollment  made  their  grades. 

The  school  organization  is  stronger  and  more  unified  than  ever 
before,  and  during  the  year,  the  teachers  have  worked  with  a  will 
and  purpose  never  before  surpassed. 

The  alternating  system  used  for  the  first  time  in  New  Castle  in 
the  Oak  street  school,  whereby  twelve  schools  were  accommodated 
in  a  nine-room  building,  although  regarded  as  an  experiment  at 
the  outset,  has  made  friends. 

By  fitting  up  the  basement  of  this  building  for  domestic  science 
and  manual  training,  the  children  of  this  district  were  given  one 
lesson  a  week  in  these  subjects,  and  the  children  from  the  sixth  and 
seventh  grades  in  two  adjacent  districts  were  given  a  lesson  every 
two  weeks  in  the  same  subjects.  After  watching  the  work  in  the 
district  during  the  year  our  board  has  taken  the  necessary  steps  to 
establish  this  work  in  two  other  buildings  for  next  year.  The  credit 
for  the  success  of  this  work  is  due  to  the  principal,  Miss  Iretta  Dart, 
and  her  efficient  corp  of  teachers.  The  playground  feature  of  the 
work,  was  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Claire  Colestock,  who  has 
done  her  work  so  well,  that  she  goes  to  Sewickley  next  year  to  do 
the  same  kind  of  work  at  a  substantial  increase  of  salary. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  and  princi- 
pals for  their  loyal  support  and  efficient  work  in  making  the  schools 
what  we  believe  them  to  be. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  greater 
efficiency  in  school  work  during  the  years  of  my  administration. 


NEW  KENSINGTON— J.  E.  Hershberger. 


The  school  year  of  1913-1914  came  to  a  close  on  May  29th  with 
1,688  pupils  on  the  roll  for  the  year.  The  work  has  been  highly  sat- 
isfactory regardless  of  the  congested  conditions.  Directors,  parents 
and  teachers  have  worked  together  splendidly  and  have  shown  a 
most  excellent  spirit  of  harmony  throughout  the  year.  The  at- 
tendance, which  reached  95.5  per  cent,  for  the  year,  exceeded  all 
previous  records. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  been  in  force  for  the  entire 
year.    Only  in  a  few  cases  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  prosecution 
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to  secure  obedience  to  the  law.  After  the  lesson  had  been  taught 
that  the  compulsory  attendance  law  had  been  passed  to  be  obeyed, 
the  matter  of  securing  the  compliance  with  the  law  became  compara- 
tively a  simple  matter. 

We  are  still  facing  the  problem  of  children  between  the  ages  of  14= 
and  16  leaving  school  and  demanding  employment  certificates  so 
that  they  may  go  to  work.  However,  we  have  less  to  contend  with 
this  problem  each  year  as  we  have  set  the  standard  upon  which  the 
pupils  can  secure  such  certificate  only  upon  the  completion  of  the 
sixth  grade.  Many  of  those  pupils,  upon  the  completion  of  the 
sixth  grade,  remain  and  enter  the  Junior  high  school.  In  our  in- 
vestigation we  have  discovered  that  the  granting  of  employment  cer- 
tificates upon  a  standard  lower  than  the  completion  of  the  sixth 
grade  has  a  tendency  to  cheapen  school  work  and  consequently  many 
parents  have  come  to  believe  as  soon  as  a  child  is  fourteen  years  of 
age  he  is  eligible  for  an  employment  certificate  regardless  of  scholas- 
tic attainment.  Yet  when  we  look  forward  we  question  the  granting 
of  certificates  on  such  standards  and  wonder  if  we  could  not  at 
least  make  the  standard  the  completion  of  the  eighth  year.  Surely 
the  welfare  of  future  citizenship  can  demand  no  less. 

During  the  year  the  subject  of  drawing  was  introduced  and  a 
competent  supervisor  engaged.  Though  the  subject  had  been  new  as 
a  subject  in  the  course  of  study,  yet  the  results  were  far  beyond 
expectations  on  part  of  both  teachers  and  supervisor.  One  of  the 
particular  features  in  the  drawing  course  is  the  study  of  ten  paint- 
ings in  each  grade.  While  this  develops  study  of  art  it  also  serves 
a  splendid  material  for  language  work. 

That  the  Board  of  Directors  is  solicitous  for  the  health  of  the 
children  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  the  erection  of  a 
new  high  school  building,  they  installed  in  the  Third  ward  building 
two  of  the  most  modern  sanitary  toilet  systems.  Much  criticism  had 
been  heard  because  of  the  old  system,  but  just  as  soon  as  the  Board 
could  secure  sufficient  funds  the  object  of  criticisms  was  elimi- 
nated. All  the  buildings  have  been  equipped  with  liquid  soap  and 
dispensers  for  same,  paper  towels  and  the  most  approved  methods  of 
disinfection. 

The  playground  activities  had  a  larger  recognition  than  in  previ- 
ous years.  A  competent  supervisor  with  three  assistants  was  en- 
gaged and  never  have  the  playgrounds  been  so  popular  as  they  have 
been  this  year.  Two  years  ago  Mr.  Frank  Curtis  donated  a  plot 
of  ground1  valued  at  $1  2,000  to  the  Board  of  School  Directors  for 
playground  purposes.  During  the  year  the  fences  of  two  school 
yards  were  taken  down  and  the  yards  equipped  and  used  for  play- 
grounds.    The  three  grounds  were  never  so  well   attended   or  so 
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popular.  Even  the  grown-ups  heartily  enjoyed  watching  the  work 
of  the  children. 

The  Parent-Teacher  Association  which  was  formed  during  the 
year  has  been  a  splendid  factor  in  fostering  a  healthy  public  senti- 
ment and  bringing  about  a  closer  relationship  between  parent  and 
teacher.  Not  only  were  the  meetings  profitable  in  the  questions 
that  were  discussed  but  the  social  side  proved  to  be  of  inestimable 
value.  Plans  which  the  organization  has  under  arrangements  will 
surely  make  this  association  a  most  valuable  asset  to  the  progress 
of  our  public  schools. 

We  had  expected  to  enter  our  splendid  new  high  school  building 
in  January,  but  in  this  we  were  disappointed  as  the  contractor  was 
unable  to  complete  his  work  as  he  anticipated.  We  shall  occupy 
the  building  in  September  and  will  appreciate  it  the  more  because  of 
the  long  wait. 

During  the  year  we  practically  completed  our  arrangements  for 
the  Junior  and  Senior  high  schools,  so  that  when  the  year  opens  in 
September  the  organization  will  be  practically  complete.  The  par- 
ents are  eagerly  awaiting  the  working  of  the  new  plan,  particularly 
the  courses  in  domestic  science,  manual  training  and  commercial 
work.  Teachers  have  already  been  procured  for  these  departments 
of  work. 

This  year  the  entire  teaching  force,  including  the  substitute  teach- 
ers, enrolled  as  members  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association.  This 
record  indicates  a  splendid  interest  on  part  of  the  teachers. 

Our  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  of  Novem- 
ber and  proved  to  be  a  most  successful  event.  The  corps  of  instruc- 
tors was  composed  of  Superintendent  L.  E.  McGinniss,  of  Steelton, 
Pa.;  Dr.  Waitman  Barbe,  of  the  University  of  West  Virginia,  Mor- 
gantown,  W.  Va.;  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  of  the  Slippery  Rock  State 
Normal  School,  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.;  Dr.  T.  B.  Davis,  of  the  Training 
School,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  Superintendent  R.  0.  Shaw,  of  West- 
moreland County  Schools.  The  evening  course  consisted  of  the  best 
talent  that  could  be  secured.  Miss  Margaret  Stahl,  the  Metropoli- 
tan Grand  Quartette,  and  Ex-Governor  J.  Frank  Hanly  were  all  that 
could  be  desired. 

With  the  organization  of  the  Junior  and  Senior  high  schools,  the 
additions  of  the  new  departments,  the  occupancy  of  the  new  building, 
a  loyal  and  competent  corps  of  teachers,  a  progressive  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, alert  and  expectant  patrons  with  an  interest  in  public  edu- 
cation, the  future  of  our  schools,  indeed,  seems  a  bright  one. 
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NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP    (Luzerne  County)— Thomas  A.  Dixon. 


I  assumed  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  the  Newport  township 
school  district  June  1,  1914,  and  since  that  time  I  have  visited  each 
of  the  ten  school  buildings  in  the  township  and  found  all  to  be  in 
a  sanitary  condition,  with  the  exception  of  possibly  two  buildings, 
in  which  I  found  the  air  foul,  due  partly  to  the  overcrowded  condi- 
tion of  the  rooms  and  due  partly  to  the  foul  air,  escaping  from  the 
toilets  in  a  damp  basement;  the  former  condition  has  been  elimi- 
nated by  the  Board  having  had  constructed  a  modern  eight-room 
building  at  an  approximate  cost  of  f  54,000  while  the  latter  condition 
has  been  removed  so  far  as  is  practical. 

The  school  district  employes  fifty-three  teachers,  twenty-one  of 
whom  hold  provisional  certificates,  seven  of  whom  hold  professional 
certificates,  five  of  whom  hold  State  permanent  certificates  and 
twenty  of  whom  hold  State  Normal  certificates,  to  teach  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  sixty-five  pupils,  the  greater  number  of  Whom  are 
of  foreign  speaking  parentage,  a  factor  of  vital  importance  that  must 
be  considered  in  arranging  our  course  of  studies  because  very  often 
what  has  been  acquired  by  them  at  school  is  lost  at  home.  The 
teachers  show  a  great  willingness  in  their  work  and  kind  considera- 
tion for  their  pupils  and  are  ever  solicitous  for  the  success  of  their 
schools. 

The  course  of  studies  in  the  elementary  schools  has  not  been  as 
progressive  as  it  might  and  I  have  arranged  to  make  a  change  that 
will  place  the  schools  on  a  more  modern  and  progressive  basis. 

The  attitude  of  the  School  Board  is  co-operative  and  at  all  times 
is  willing  to  do  anything  that  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  children 
and  the  betterment  of  the  schools. 


NORRISTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


Four  thousand  and  eleven  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  Norris- 
town  public  schools  during  the  school  year  ending  July  6,  1914. 
There  were  2,023  males  and  1,988  females  in  attendance.  The  aver- 
age attendance  for  the  year  'wag  3,149.    The  average  attendance  in 
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the  elementary  schools  was  2,676  and  in  the  high  school,  473.  The 
highest  average  attendance  during  any  particular  month  was  3,341 
(school  month  ending  September  29,  1913). 

Five  hundred  and  forty-four  beginners  were  admitted  during  the 
school  year.  Three  hundred  and  ninety-one  were  admitted  in  Sep- 
tember, and  153  in  February.  The  total  number  of  pupils  admitted 
during  the  year  is  801.  One  hundred  and  ninety-six  pupils  entered 
the  high  school  during  the  year  by  promotion.  By  promotion  from 
the  elementary  schools,  111  were  admitted  in  September  and  sixty 
in  February.  Nineteen  were  admitted  as  non-resident  pupils  and 
six  other  pupils  were  admitted  during  the  term. 

Ninety-two  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school  during  the 
year.  Twenty-two  graduated  in  February  and  seventy  in  June. 
Twenty-one  of  these  pupils  were  non-resident.  Fifty-six  graduated 
in  the  regular  course,  twenty-five  in  the  commercial  course,  and 
eleven  in  the  manual  training  course. 

In  addition  to  those  who  graduated  from  the  high  school,  ninety- 
seven  high  school  pupils  left  for  various  reasons.  Nineteen  of  these 
were  granted  labor  certificates.  -Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  labor 
certificates  were  granted  to  pupils  of  the  elementary  grades.  The 
total  number  of  pupils  who  left  the  public  schools  during  the  year 
is  454. 

Ninety-seven  teachers  were  employed.  Eighteen  devoted  their  en- 
tire time  to  the  high  school  and  74  devoted  their  entire  time  to  the 
elementary  schools.  Five  special  teachers  taught  both  high  school 
and  elementary  pupils. 

The  average  salary  paid  to  the  high  school  teachers  exclusive  of 
principal  was  $900.  The  average  salary  paid  to  the  elementary 
school  teachers  exclusive  of  the  principals  was  $550.36.  The  average 
salary  paid  to  all  the  teachers  including  principals  and  special 
teachers  was  $673.86. 

A  night  school  was  maintained  in  the  high  school  building  two 
evenings  a  week  during  twenty  weeks.  The  sessions  were  two  hours 
long.  Five  teachers  were  employed.  Emphasis  was  placed  on  the 
subjects  of  reading,  spelling,  writing,  English,  arithmetic,  and  busi- 
ness forms.  The  grades  ranged  from  the  first  year  to  the  eighth 
year  inclusive.    There  was  also  a  class  in  mechanical  drawing. 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pupils  were  ex- 
amined by  the  medical  inspectors.    The  results  follows: 

Defective   vision,    576 

Defective  hearing, 150 

Defective  teeth,    965 

Throat  and  nasal  defects, 505 

Other  defects,    65 

Total,     mm 2261 
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The  parents  of  1,622  pupils  were  notified  by  the  medical  inspec- 
tors that  their  children  should  have  immediate  professional  atten- 
tion. Five  hundred  and  thirty-three  parents  expressed  their  inten- 
tion to  comply  with  the  recommendations.  One  hundred  and  nine 
were  unwilling  to  comply  with  the  recommendations.  Three  medi- 
cal inspectors  were  employed  at  a  total  expense  of  $925. 

Sickness  among  the  children  and  teachers  interfered  materially 
with  the  work  of  the  schools.  The  average  attendance  was  89  per 
cent,  and  the  lowest  attendance  for  any  particular  month  was  83 
per  cent.  Eight  teachers  were  absent  more  than  two  weeks  on  ac- 
count of  sickness.  However,  notwithstanding  the  handicap  of  poor 
attendance,  commendable  progress  was  made. 

The  playground  known  as  the  Public  School  Athletic  Field  and 
the  playgrounds  about  the  public  school  buildings  continue  to  be 
accessible  to  the  children  of  Norristown  during  the  summer  vaca- 
tion as  well  as  during  the  school  term.  During  the  year  the  Chain 
street  school  grounds  were  made  more  attractive  to  the  public  school 
children  by  the  placing  of  school  playground  apparatus  at  an  ex- 
pense of  more  than  one  hundred  dollars.  The  money  was  raised  by 
entertainments  and  "sales." 

The  school  savings  fund  had  its  inception  in  1890.  Since  then 
the  school  children  deposited  $243,030.51.  The  amount  withdrawn 
by  the  school  children  to  date,  July  1,  1914,  was  $215,340.26.  The 
amount  remaining  on  deposit  in  favor  of  the  school  children  July  1, 
1914,  was  $27,690.25.  During  the  school  year  2,178  children  de- 
posited $11,590.98. 

Numerous  parent-teachers'  meetings,  monthly  local  teachers'  insti- 
tutes, a  course  of  University  Extension  lectures,  grade  meetings,  and 
directed  professional  study  were  among  the  movements  which  stimu- 
lated a  keener  interest  in  the  problems  of  education  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers,  parents  and  citizens  of  the  town. 

During  the  year  the  Noble  street  public  school  building  was  re- 
built. It  consists  of  sixteen  school  rooms,  teachers'  rooms  and  other 
necessary  apartments.  It  is  fireproof.  There  was  also  added  during 
the  year  a  four-room  annex  to  the  James  A.  Welsh  school  and  work 
was  begun  on  a  12-room  building  located  on  the  public  school  play- 
ground. To  make  these  improvements  it  was  necessary  to  get  the 
sanction  of  the  voters  of  Norristown  for  a  loan  of  $100,000. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  School  Board  on  June  6,  the  following 
recommendations  submitted  by  the  superintendent  were  unani- 
mously adopted: 

That  the  teachers  remain  with  a  particular  group  of  pupils  two 
years  whenever  possible  (this  applies  to  the  elementary  schools). 
That  the  eighth-year  grade  school  at  Chain  street  be  transferred  to 
the  Noble  street  school.     That  the  grade  of  the  second  half  of  the 
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seventh  year  at  school  be  transferred  from  the  Hancock  school  to 
the  Gotwals  school.  That  the  manual  training  pupils  in  the  schools 
of  West  Norristown  receive  their  instruction  in  manual  training  in 
the  Noble  street  building.  That  heads  of  departments  be  appointed 
in  the  high  school ;  the  selection  to  be  made  by  the  superintendent  of 
schools. 

The  eighth  grade  schools  of  Norristown  were  consolidated  into 
two  schools  seven  years  ago  and  since  then  a  rational  course  was 
pursued  in  them  and  the  teaching  was  departmental.  Two  of  the 
above  recommendations  have  the  effect  of  extending  the  consolida- 
tion and  the  departmental  teaching  to  include  the  seventh  year 
grade. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  School  Board  on  July  16th,  the  superintend- 
ent submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  the  following  ad- 
ditional suggestions: 

The  factors  which  largely  determine  the  progress  of  the  pupil  in 
the  public  schools  are  health,  attendance,  teaching  ability,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  assigned  to  a  given  teacher.  The  first  two  factors 
are  jointly  under  the  control  of  the  parents  and  the  school  authori- 
ties. It  is  essential  that  both  parents  and  the  school  authorities 
put  forth  their  best  efforts  to  establish  conditions  in  the  home  and  in 
the  school  that  will  conserve  the  health  of  the  children. 

Every  reasonable  effort  should  be  put  forth  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  and  the  school  authorities  to  secure  regular  attendance  of 
all  pupils  who  are  in  good  health.  Other  things  being  equal,  the 
more  days  the  pupil  attends  school  the  greater  his  progress.  He  will 
learn  more  in  one  hundred  days  at  school  than  in  fifty  days  at 
school.  It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing  report  that  six  out  of  every 
seven  pupils  who  left  the  public  schools  during  the  year  did  so 
before  graduation.  Approximately  three-fourths  of  the  pupils  who 
left  the  public  schools  during  the  year  did  so  before  entering  the 
high  school.  For  this  reason  it  is  important  to  consider  means  by 
which  the  school  life  of  these  children  may  be  extended. 

This  may  be  done  in  two  ways.  First,  by  establishing  kindergar- 
ten schools  for  the  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  one-half 
and  five  and  by  the  admission  of  beginners  at  the  age  of  five.  In 
many  states  of  the  Union  and  in  England  five  years  is  the  legal  age 
for  admission  of  beginners.  A  second  means  by  which  the  oppor- 
tunities of  this  class  of  children  may  be  increased  is  extending  to 
them  school  privileges  during  the  entire  year — four  quarters  of  60 
days  each  with  vacation  intervals  of  about  a  week.  This  plan  has 
been  tried  successfully  in  several  of  the  cities  of  this  country. 

Teaching  ability  is  determined  largely  by  the  native  talent  for 
teaching  and  special  preparation.  Special  preparation  means  the 
expenditure  of  considerable  money  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.    Un- 
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der  the  present  system  of  education  in  cities,  the  usual  minimum 
requirements  of  teacher-preparation  are  a  full  high  school  course 
and  two  years'  training  at  a  State  Normal  School  or  college.  We 
have  recently  elected  a  number  of  new  teachers  to  our  corps  each  of 
whom  possesses  these  qualifications.  The  State  has  fixed  $40  per 
month  the  minimum  compensation  for  school  teachers.  This  salary 
is  paid  to  teachers  of  the  most  remote  sections  of  this  State  where 
the  expenses  of  living  are  at  a  minimum.  It  seems  to  be  that  $40 
a  month  is  an  inadequate  amount  for  teaching  in  our  own  town 
especially  since  we  expect  good  teaching  from  every  member  of  the 

corps. 

It  is  clear  that  a  teacher  can  do  more  effective  work  with  a  class 
of  thirty  pupils  than  with  a  class  of  forty.  An  average  of  twenty- 
two  or  twenty-five  pupils  to  a  teacher  in  a  high  school  is  considered 
large.  In  my  judgment  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  welfare  of  the 
children  in  the  elementary  schools,  many  of  whom  will  be  obliged 
to  leave  the  public  schools  before  they  reach  the  high  school,  should 
be  recognized.  One  way  of  recognizing  this  claim  is  to  give  them 
more  consideration  by  reducing  the  number  of  pupils  to  a  given 

teacher. 

A  school  system  which  spends  a  small  amount  of  money  is  not 
necessarily  an  economic  system.  The  results  achieved  alone  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  the  money  is  wisely  expended. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  valuable  information 
received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  from  time  to 
time,  the  support  given  to  the  public  schools  by  the  parents  and 
citizens  of  Norristown,  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  and  school 
directors  and  the  support  of  the  local  press. 


NORTHAMPTON— W.  D.  Landis. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  another  year  of  successful  work. 

The  highest  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,281  of  whom  120  at- 
tended the  high  school.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  year 
was  94.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  was  34.  A  term  of  ten 
months  closed  on  June  22,  1914. 

The  teachers  assembled  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month  for 
the  purpose  of  studying  McMurray's  Elements  of  General  Method. 
It  proved  to  be  a  great  help  both  to  the  novice  and  the  experienced 
teacher. 
20 


300  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

The  high  school  offered  to  the  public  the  following  Lyceum  course 
which  was  splendidly  supported  by  our  patrons  and  others  from 
nearby  towns.  The  Music  Makers,  Walter  Eccles  and  The  College 
Girls,  Dr.  John  M.  Driver,  Alton  Packard,  Montroville  Wood  and 
Dr.  E.  T.  Haberman. 

Patrons'  Day  was  again  observed  in  each  of  our  buildings  during 
the  month  of  May.  There  was  no  teaching  however  as  on  former  oc- 
casions but  teachers  spent  their  time  very  profitably  with  parents 
and  friends.  Hundreds  of  people  passed  through  the  rooms  during 
the  afternoon  and  evening. 

The  second  annual  musical  proved  to  be  a  great  success.  Our 
high  school  auditorium  was  crowded  to  the  doors.  The  musical  as 
well  as  other  appearances  of  pupils  in  the  department  during  the 
year  have  made  vocal  music  very  popular  with  our  people. 

Medical  inspectors  were  employed  for  the  first  time  this  year. 
Their  work,  to  say  the  least,  has  been  successful.  Perhaps  the  best 
service  rendered  by  these  inspectors  reveals  itself  in  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  parents.  We  found  them  ready,  at  once,  to  attend  to  defec- 
tive eyesight,  hearing,  adenoids,  etc.  This  particular  feature  of 
medical  inspection  appeals  to  us. 

During  the  year  90  employment  certificates  were  issued  to  minors 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  16.  Many  requests  had  to  be  refused 
because  of  illiteracy  or  unsatisfactory  proof  of  date  of  birth. 

The  compulsory  education  law  as  well  as  the  vaccination  was  en- 
forced by  the  Board.  Only  in  a  single  case  was  the  Board  compelled 
to  prosecute. 

During  the  term  1013-1914  a  course  in  civics  was  given  our  sev- 
enth and  eighth  grades  so  as  to  reach  those  who  never  enter  high 
school,  more  especially  those  of  foreign  birth.  The  results  are 
gratifying  and  we  hope  to  continue  the  plan  as  outlined. 

On  June  24  we  graduated  a  class  of  16  young  people,  9  boys  and  7 
girls.  The  address  to  the  graduates  was  very  ably  delivered  by 
Rev.  Theo.  F.  Herman,  of  the  Reformed  Theological  Seminary,  Lan- 
caster. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  gratefully  the  support  given  me 
by  patrons,  teachers  and  directors. 


OIL  CITY— James  J.  Palmer. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  in  improving  the 
efficiency  of  Oil  City  schools.  The  enrollment  is  increasing  at  a 
steady  pace  so  that  five  additional  teachers  will  be  needed  next  year 
to  relieve  over -crowded  rooms. 
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One  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  year  was  the  selection  and 
purchase  of  a  site  for  a  new  building  which  is  to  be  of  the  nature 
of  a  so-called  Junior  high  school.  When  built  this  building  will 
take  care  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  a  part  of  the  city 
and  make  room  in  present  buildings  for  more  primary  grades.  It 
will  also  accommodate  a  part  of  the  present  high  school  enrollment 
and  relieve  the  high  school.  It  is  expected  also  that  the  new  build- 
ing will  better  house  the  departments  of  manual  training,  and 
domestic  science  and  art. 

Our  teachers  institute  continues  to  be  an  institution  of  much  profit 
to  the  teachers  and  friends  of  education  generally.  Such  instruc- 
tors as  Doctors  S.  M.  Clark  of  Chicago  University,  Scott  Nearing  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Earl  Barnes  of  Philadelphia,  J. 
George  Becht  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  Supt.  Wirt  of 
Gary  are  an  inspiration  to  thinking  people. 

Of  the  many  elments  that  go  to  make  school  work  successful,  one 
that  is  emphasized  is  the  sanitary  and  as  far  as  possible  the  aesthetic 
conditions  of  the  schoolroom.  We  have  a  regularly  employed  Super- 
intendent of  Buildings  and  Janitors  to  keep  the  buildings  in  accep- 
table sanitary  conditions  as  well  as  comfortable.  In  the  vacations 
his  energy  is  concentrated  on  the  needed  repairs  of  buildings  and 
equipment.  At  present  all  our  school  rooms  are  painted  with  flat 
interior  paints  of  good  tints  prepared  especially  for  this  purpose. 
These  clean,  cheerful,  sanitary  schoolrooms  have  much  to  do  with  the 
successful  work  accomplished  within  them. 

Perhaps  most  of  the  achievements  of  the  schools  during  the  year 
would  seem  commonplace  and  unimportant  if  described  in  a  report, 
hence  I  forbear.  And  yet  the  efficiency  of  the  school  depends  in  large 
measure  on  these  less  spectacular  aspects  of  school  work. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  again  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent 
help  and  loyal  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  schoolboard  and  com- 
munity in  maintaining  and  improving  the  present  standard  of  effi- 
cient service  which  the  schools  of  Oil  City  are  trying  to  render  to 
the  next  generation. 


OLD  FORGE— Francis  R.  Coyne. 


The  overcrowded  condition  in  all  our  lower  grades  and  in  some 
intermediate  grades,  is  a  weak  point  in  Old  Forge  schools.  Our 
high  school  should  contain  twice  the  number  that  it  does  and  the 
grammar  grades  should  have  double  their  present  force.    Not  much 
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progress  can  be  looked  for  until  the  lower  and  intermediate  rooms 
are  relieved  of  their  present  congested  attendance. 

Several  teachers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  both  in  gen- 
eral and  by  grades.  The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  done  quietly 
and  without  display  and  yet  with  energy  and  enthusiasm. 

Our  buildings  and  grounds  are  conceded  to  be  the  finest  in  this 
part  of  the  State. 

We  have  now  an  almost  completely  equipped  laboratory  in  a  good 
room  with  gallery  for  seating  pupils.  Our  enrollment  was  greater 
than  in  any  previous  year  and  the  truancy  laws  more  rigidly  en- 
forced than  ever. 

The  hearty  co-operation  of  directors  and  teachers  was  given  to  all 
propositions  tending  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  our  system. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummings. 


Crowded  conditions,  especially  in  the  primary  grades,  character- 
ized our  schools  during  the  present  term.  The  total  enrollment  was 
1,646,  a  gain  of  nearly  100  over  any  previous  year.  The  number  of 
pupils  residing  in  this  district,  enrolled  in  the  two  parochial  schools 
is  approximately  480,  making  a  total  of  2,126  children  who  are  re- 
ceiving instruction  in  the  district.  Of  these  not  more  than  50  are 
over  the  age  of  sixteen.  Estimating  the  number  of  children  between 
14  and  16  years  who  are  legally  employed  at  300,  we  have  in  the 
district  2,376  children  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  years,  or  123 
more  than  the  number  returned  by  the  assessors  at  the  last  enumera- 
tion. 

Two  new  schools  were  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year. 
One  in  the  Sunday  school  room  of  the  Baptist  church  made  neces- 
sary by  the  increased  attendance  in  the  seventh  grade,  and  the  other 
in  the  parish  hall  of  the  Greek  Catholic  church  to  relieve  the  crowded 
condition  of  the  primary  grade  in  the  Central  school.  Even  with 
these  two  extra  rooms  many  of  our  schools  have  an  attendance  far  in 
excess  of  what  is  considered  the  maximum  for  good  work. 

Work  on  the  new  annex  to  the  Central  school  is  progressing  some- 
what slowly,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  build- 
ing material,  especially  structural  steel.  We  hoped  to  be  able  to 
occupy  the  new  building  on  the  opening  of  school  in  September,  but 
from  present  indications  it  will  not  be  ready  for  occupancy  before 
the  Christmas  holidays. 
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In  conformity  with  the  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  May  20,  1913, 
ten  verses  from  the  Bible  were  read  daily  in  all  the  schools  of  the 
district  during  the  term. 

During  the  year  152  employment  certificates  were  issued.  Nearly 
all  of  these  certificates  were  based  upon  baptismal  records,  the 
school  register,  or  affidavit  being  necessary  in  but  a  few  instances. 
Over  300  children  between  14  and  16  years  of  age  hold  these  certifi- 
cates at  present. 

A  class  of  eleven,  nine  girls  and  two  boys,  was  graduated  from 
the  high  school  at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  exercises  were  held 
in  the  Ferguson  Theatre  on  Thursday  evening,  June  4th,  and  were 
largely  attended. 

During  the  year  the  "grim  reaper"  again  invaded  our  ranks.  On 
April  3,  1914,  occurred  the  death  of  Miss  Ethel  Evans,  a  teacher 
in  the  primary  department  of  the  Central  school.  Miss  Evans, 
though  physically  frail,  was  one  of  the  most  successful  teachers  in 
the  district.  Firm  in  her  discipline,  she  ruled  by  love  rather  than 
by  fear,  and  her  early  demise  is  sincerely  regretted  by  parents,  teach- 
ers and  pupils. 


PHILADELPHIA— Martin  G.  Brumbaugh. 


I  wish  to  report  that  for  the  year  under  survey  the  schools  for 
the  most  part  did  very  satisfactory  work,  that  the  teachers  and  the 
pupils  working  together  have  accomplished  a  year  of  satisfactory 
endeavor,  and  I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  of  the 
teaching  staff  of  the  city,  and  to  express  the  conviction  that  our 
schools  are  now  well  organized  and  doing  excellent  work  for  the 
children  of  Philadelphia. 

We  continue  to  labor  under  the  limitations  of  an  inadequate  school 
equipment.  The  number  of  children  on  part  time  does  not  grow 
less,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a  number  of  substantial  and  mod- 
ern buildings  have  been  erected.  It  is  the  hope  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Superintendence  that  a  loan  adequate  to 
provide  complete  school  facilities,  both  elementary  and  high,  for 
the  children  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  floated  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  in  order  that  we  may  have  a  full  day's  educational  oppor- 
tunity for  every  child  of  school  age  in  the  city.  We  are  disturbed, 
not  only  by  the  part-time  situation,  but  by  the  fact  that  as  the 
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years  go  by  a  number  of  buildings  now  used  for  school  purposes  are 
becoming  increasingly  unsuitable  for  that  purpose.  They  should 
be  remodelled  and,  in  some  cases,  rebuilt. 

1  had  the  pleasure  during  the  year  in  a  series  of  district  confer- 
ences, of  meeting  personally  practically  all  the  teachers  of  our  city, 
of  counselling  with  them  and  of  attempting  to  give  to  them  a  word 
of  advice  and  encouragement  in  their  arduous  and  important  la- 
bors. 1  also  instructed,  during  the  year,  the  teachers  of  some  of 
the  upper  grades  in  what  I  thought  to  be  important  methods  of  pro- 
cedure in  the  interpretation  of  important  phases  of  the  curriculum 
in  the  schools.  These  conferences  always  seem  to  me  to  be  of  value, 
and  I  wish  to  express  to  you  the  conviction  that  they  should  be 
multiplied,  in  order  that  our  teachers  may  constantly  know  of  the 
interest  and  sympathy  of  the  Department  of  Superintendence,  and 
in  order  that  we  may  have  brought  to  the  attention  of  our  teachers 
the  best  professional  thought  available. 

The  Home  and  School  League  did  a  notable  work  during  the  year. 
It  has  quickened  the  pulse  of  educational  interest  everywhere  in  the 
city.  It  has  attracted  to  the  school-house  about  two  hundred  thou- 
sand of  our  best  people.  They  have  found  in  this  contact  with  the 
teaching  body  the  means  of  bettering  the  educational  outlook  of  their 
children.  There  has  arisen  also  a  deeper  sympathy  between  the  home 
and  the  school,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  commend  the  unselfish 
and  patriotic  work  of  this  volunteer  body  of  people  who  have  banded 
themselves  together  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  childhood  of 
Philadelphia,  and  who  have  never  at  any  stage  of  their  activity 
shown  any  but  the  highest  patriotic  concern  in  the  administration 
of  their  important  duties.  Their  work  culminated  at  the  end  of  the 
year  in  a  remarkable  display  of  child  activity.  This  carnival,  held 
at  Convention  Hall,  was  an  inspiration  to  the  thousands  of  people 
who  had  the  privilege  of  witnessing  the  children  for  one  entire  day 
in  a  varied  program  of  concerted  school  activities. 

I  wish  also  to  record  the  valuable  assistance  of  the  Public  Educa- 
tion Association  in  making  scientific  investigations  of  important 
phases  of  educational  work.  They,  more  than  any  other  agency,  have 
pointed  out  the  practical  means  of  instituting  here  vocational  edu- 
cation and  vocational  guidance  for  our  people.  I  am  personally 
deeply  indebted  to  them  for  certain  studies  which  they  have  made, 
without  cost  to  the  Board,  and  I  wish  to  commend  the  earnest  and 
intelligent  service  of  this  association. 

The  various  departments  organized  under  my  direction  have  car- 
ried on  their  wmk  during  the  year  with  commendable  zeal,  and  I 
believe  that  I  can  safely  report  to  you  that  their  work  on  the  whole 
has  been  a  satisfactory  service.  It  is  a  perplexing  thing  to  adjust 
the  work  of  all  the  specialized  departments  with  the  regular  pro- 
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cedure  of  the  school  under  the  teacher  in  the  grade.  The  great  bur- 
cten  of  this  adjustment  falls,  not  only  upon  this  department,  but 
upon  the  principals  of  the  schools  as  well,  but  we  have  worked  it 
out,  1  think,  with  little  or  no  friction  and,  in  a  general  way,  to  the 
good  of  the  children  of  the  city.  It  will  be  necessary  to  move  some 
of  the  activities  from  grade  to  grade  in  order  to  make  ample  pro- 
vision for  the  new  industrial  work  for  boys  instituted  in  the  grades. 
This  is  being  done  quietly  and,  I  believe,  effectively. 

The  new  course  of  study  in  arithmetic,  adopted  last  year,  has,  I 
believe,  simplified  that  work  for  the  children  and  increased  the 
facility  of  the  child  in  the  mastery  of  the  fundamentals  of  this  one 
fixed  science  in  the  elementary  school  curriculum. 

The  course  in  geography  and  the  course  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  history  of  Pennsylvania,  should  be  re- 
vised, and  we  are  now  at  work  upon  that  important  task  and  hope 
to  submit  to  the  Board  of  Public  Education,  in  due  season,  such  re- 
vised courses  of  study  as  to  make  these  elements  of  the  curriculum 
conform  more  nearly  to  modern  standards  of  pedagogical  justice  and 
professional  experience. 


PHOENIXVILLE— Isaac  Dough  ton. 


The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  just  closed  was  1,744  and  a  final 
attendance  of  1,493.  Of  this  enrollment  257  were  in  the  high  school. 
The  percentage  of  attendance  of  the  year  was  92.  This  low  aver- 
age was  due  largely  to  rather  serious  epidemics  of  chicken  pox  and 
whooping  cough,  which  kept  out  many  more  children  than  those 
who  were  actually  stricken  with  the  disease.  Our  report  showed  the 
following  number  of  quarantines,  which  shows  something  of  the  seri- 
ousness of  the  epidemics  when  it  is  realized  that  they  were  largely 
confined  to  two  buildings: 

Chicken  pox,   55 

Whooping  cough, 29 

Diphtheria,    18 

Mumps - 3 

Measles,    1 

Scarlet  fever,  1 

Medical  inspection  was  carried  on  again  this  year,  but  this  time 
reports  were  made  to  the  parents  immediately  instead  of  depending 
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upon  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  do  so.  Enclosed  is  a  summary  of 
the  medical  examination.  Unfortunately  the  number  of  defects 
treated  is  not  as  large  as  it  should  be  but  it  is  quite  possible  that  a 
number  of  defects  will  be  treated  in  the  course  of  the  summer  and 
will  bring  the  total  to  a  better  showing.  The  Board  has  decided  to 
continue  inspection  for  the  next  year. 

Perhaps  the  most  serious  question  affecting  the  working  of  the 
system  was  a  thorough  overhauling  of  the  course  of  study.  This 
will  not  be  put  into  operation,  however,  until  next  year  and  quite 
likely  will  need  another  revision  before  it  is  in  the  condition  de- 
sired. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  I  made  a  careful  study  of  the' subject  of 
elimination  in  the  Phoenixville  schools  and  found  the  conditions 
rather  serious.  The  following  is  a  quotation  from  the  special  re- 
port which  I  made  to  the  Board  and  which  contains  the  statistics: 

"During  the  past  few  weeks  I  have  made  a  careful  study  of  the 
problem  as  it  concerns  Phoenixville  and  have  collected  some  data 
that  are  enlightening.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  chil- 
dren in  each  of  the  eight  grades  in  our  schools  at  the  close  of  the 
seventh  month: 


Grade  I.  .. 
Grade  II,  .. 
Grade  III,  . 
Grade  IV,  . 
Grade  V,  . 
Grade  VI,  . 
Grade  VII, 
Grade  VIII, 
Special,     ... 


Boys. 

Girls. 

115 

97 

82 

79 

73 

83 

88 

76 

88 

73 

83 

78 

55 

60 

44 

32 

13 

6 

641 

584 

Total. 


212 
161 
156 
164 
161 
161 
115 
76 
19 


"The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  have 
passed  through  the  grades  and  have  graduated  from  the  high  school 
for  the  past  five  years. 


Class  of  1909, 

Class  of  1910, 

Class  of  1911, 

Class  of  1912, 

Class  of  1913, 


Boys. 

Girls. 

13 

18 

14 

15 

15 

19 

13 

16 

13 

19 

"An  analysis  of  these  tables  shows  that  the  number  of  children 
in  the  eighth  grade  is  only  thirty-six  per  cent,  of  the  number  in  the 
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first  This  leakage  continues  on  through  the  high  school,  so  that 
during  the  past  five  years  the  average  size  of  the  graduating  class, 
excluding  the  children  from  townships  who  have  not  passed  through 
the  Phoenixville  grade  schools,  is  only  thirty-one.  Thus  only  about 
thirty-six  per  cent,  of  the  children  who  enter  the  schools  finish  the 
elementary  course  and  only  about  15  per  cent,  finish  the  entire  course. 
These  figures  are  not  absolutely  accurate  because  a  number  of  modi- 
fying factors  must  be  considered  in  such  a  result  but  in  the  main  they 
are  close  enough  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  there  is  something 
wrong  somewhere  along  the  line. 

"A  study  of  the  causes  of  this  serious  defection  will  be  worth 
while  Of  course  in  these  twelve  years  an  appreciable  percentage 
of  those  who  entered  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  will  have 
died  A  large  number  will  have  removed  from  town,  but  this  loss 
will  be  made  up  partly,  if  not  wholly,  by  the  children  who  move  into 
town  A  third  contributing  cause  is  the  retardation  of  children  as 
they  pass  along  through  the  grades,  so  that  some  lose  from  one  to 
three  years  in  getting  to  the  upper  grammar  grades. 

"The  most  vital  cause,  however,  is  the  lure  of  the  factory  and  shop. 
In  the  year  closing  April  30th,  I  have  issued  131  employment  certifi- 
cates.   These  T  have  tabulated  according  to  ages  as  follows: 


Year. 

Month. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Total. 

16 
10 

20 

10 

36 

1 

20 

2 

5 

7 

12 

3 

1 

6 

7 

4 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

6 

2 

2 

4 

7 
8 
9 

4 

4 

14      .             

6 

1 

6 

1 

2 

10 

1 

2 

3 

11 

2 
3 

4 

2 

4 
3 

7 

3 

7 

6 

3 

4 

7 

9 

5 

3 

8 

61 

70 

131 

"It  is  very  evident  that  the  question  of  employment  as  a  cause 
of  elimination  becomes  most  serious  at  the  age  of  14,  since  65  per 
cent,  of  the  certificates  are  issued  to  children  between  the  ages  of  14 
and  14^  years.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  many  more  children  would 
go  to  work  if  parents  would  permit,  and  we  must  feel  that  the  prob- 
lem is  one  that  needs  to  be  solved  if  we  would  bring  the  public 
school  to  its  highest  efficiency." 
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Along  with  that  I  have  also  made  a  study  of  the  correlative  ques- 
tion of  retardation  and  have  found  the  following  facts  of  interest: 


Grade. 


I 

&  . 

S3 

•a 

-a 

o 

"•K 

03 

ai 

o 

V 

a> 

A 

MO 

0 

S3 

0> 

x> 

a 
M 

_  a 
B  a 

fa 

03 

s 

"3 

a 

03 

u 
S3 
01 

>> 

o 

S3 
01 

S3 

3 

S3 

p  S3 

B 

o 

a 

A 

O 

to 

Z 

O 

to 

O 

H 

a 

fe 

fc 

I,   .. 

II. 

III. 

IV, 

v,   . 

VI, 

VII, 

VIII 


6  |  

7     

8 

103 

60 

10 

3 

2 

8  1 

5 

63 

59 

20 

3 

2 

9     

6 

69 

50 

23 

5 

3 

1 

10             1 

6 

56 

55 

31 

17 

3 

11  ;  

5 

45 

57 

27 

22 

4 

12  1  

6 

42 

51 

25 

12 

1 

13              1 

2 

37 

43 

10 

1 

2 

1S6 
152 
159 
169 
156 
137 
96 


On  the  basis  of  these  reports  I  have  strongly  recommended  to  the 
Board  the  introduction  of  manual  training  and  sewing  for  the 
grades  and  early  high  school  classes.  While  the  Board  has  not  taken 
any  action  as  yet  I  feel  pretty  sure  that  the  time  will  not  be  far 
distant  when  we  shall  have  these  desirable  additions  to  the  work  in 
the  Phoenixville  schools. 

During  the  year  a  course  of  illustrated  lectures  was  held  again 
under  the  management  of  the  high  school  principal,  J.  Walter  Gapp, 
and  proved  a  very  valuable  feature  of  the  school  work. 

An  evening  class  in  domestic  science  was  run  for  a  period  of  two 
months  and  proved  a  great  help. 

During  the  year  numerous  class  parties  were  held  in  the  high 
school  building  under  the  control  and  advice  of  the  faculty.  There 
is  danger  always  that  such  affairs  may  assume  too  much  promi- 
nence in  the  school  work  but  with  careful  management  and  super- 
vision they  are  capable  of  accomplishing  much  good. 

I  have  enjoyed  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  in  the  course  of 
the  year  and  all  seem  thoroughly  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
schools,  determined  to  make  the  system  accomplish  the  greatest  good 
possible  for  its  children. 

During  the  winter  the  teachers'  class  met  weekly  at  which  time 
McKeever's  "Training  of  the  Boy"  was  studied.  Those  who  took  the 
work  found  it  extremely  valuable  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  it. 

Phoenixville  enjoys  two  playgrounds  for  its  children  for  which 
the  Board  of  Education  has  permitted  the  use  of  two  school  grounds 
and  has  appropriated  the  necessary  money  for  salaries  of  instruc- 
tors. The  money  needed  for  equipment  has  been  secured  by  public 
subscription,  and  a  great  deal  of  good  has  been  done  for  the  children 
in  this  way. 


No.  6. 


PITTSBURGH.  309 


The  School  Board  is  thoroughly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
schools  and  although  our  revenues  are  rather  low,  still  we  hope  by 
careful  management  to  bring  the  schools  to  take  first  rank  among  the 
schools  of  the  State. 


PITTSBURGH — William  M.  Davidson. 


Under  the  requirements  of  the  new  school  code,  Pittsburgh  has 
organized  an  essentially  new  school  system.  This  is  evident,  both 
from  the  records  and  the  spirit  of  the  school  workers.  To  bring 
about  the  present  unified  and  centralized  system  out  of  many  sepa- 
rate units  and  varying  educational  standards;  preserving  the  best 
in  tbe  old,  while  eliminating  what  was  no  longer  of  value;  laying 
broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  a  new  structure,  while  meeting 
the  pressing  needs  of  the  new  order;  this  was  a  task  to  which  the 
Board  of  Public  Education  has  evidently  devoted  earnest  thought, 
and  unflagging  zeal  throughout  the  transition  period  of  the  past 

two  years. 

When  I  assumed  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  schools  on  the 
first  of  January,  I  found  a  complete  school  organization.  The  busi- 
ness administration  was  well  established  and  recognized  as  both  ef- 
ficient and  progressive.  The  physical  school  plant,  though  still  in- 
adequate, was  in  the  best  possible  condition.  A  building  program 
had  been  adopted  of  city-wide  scope  and  contemplated  expansion.  I 
found,  moreover,  a  body  of  trained  and  earnest  school  workers,  whose 
wealth  of  experience,  professional  spirit,  and  loyal  support  of  the 
new  organization  gave  ample  assurance  of  advancement  in  all  de- 
partments of  public  school  work. 

With  the  school  forces  thus  organized,  the  work  in  the  schools 
was  continued  to  the  close  of  the  term,  while  plans  for  the  further 
development  of  the  school  system  during  the  coming  year  were  ma- 
tured. In  this  brief  review,  I  desire  to  note  a  few  of  the  lines  of 
advancement  as  projected  by  the  Board. 

Five  new  elementary  school  buildings  are  in  process  of  construc- 
tion, each  of  which  will  accommodate  from  600  to  700  pupils.  The 
Board  has  adopted  a  standard  building  unit  for  elementary  schools. 
This  consists  of  16  class  rooms,  with  additional  rooms  for  kindergar- 
ten manual  training,  household  economy,  ungraded  work,  and  admin- 
istrative offices;  also  an  auditorium,  play  rooms  for  boys  and  girls, 
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and  voting  rooms  for  the  citizens  of  the  district.  The  building  as  a 
whole  contains  the  equivalent  of  27  class  rooms,  and  in  construction 
and  equipment  calls  for  the  most  approved  systems  of  lighting,  heat- 
ing, ventilation,  and  school  sanitation. 

The  new  Schenley  high  school  building  will  be  under  contract  by 
October  of  this  year  at  a  cost  of  over  one  million  dollars.  This 
building  will  accommodate  about  1,600  students,  and  in  its  plan, 
provides  for  all  departments, — academic,  commercial,  and  indus- 
trial, in  high  school  work,  including  gymnasium,  swimming  pool,  and 
an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  1,600.  When  fully  equipped, 
this  building  will  set  a  new  standard  in  high  school  architecture. 

The  Department  of  School  Hygiene  has  recently  been  established 
by  the  Board  of  Education.  While  including  the  former  department 
of  physical  training,  the  new  director,  Dr.  H.  B.  Burns,  has  a  much 
wider  field  in  school  administration.  His  work  covers  all  features 
of  health  education  and  physical  efficiency.  This  includes  medical 
supervision  and  examination,  physical  exercises,  school  athletics, 
health  instruction,  the  care  of  tubercular,  anemic,  and  mentally  defi- 
cient children,  school  sanitation,  etc.  The  purpose  of  the  Board  is  to 
give  to  this  department  the  very  important  work  of  supervising  and 
co-ordinating  all  health  factors  in  public  school  training  and  making 
sound  health  and  physical  vigor  the  necessary  basis  of  all  educa- 
tion worth  while. 

The  instruction  of  nearly  twenty  thousand  pupils — mainly  adults, 
in  the  evening  schools,  is  a  measure  of  the  people's  response  to  the 
wider  use  of  public  school  buildings.  Education  for  all  the  people, 
including  the  children,  is  the  evident  spirit  of  the  new  school  code, 
and  in  accord  with  that  spirit  47  school  buildings  in  Pittsburgh 
were  used  the  last  year  from  two  to  five  evenings  a  week.  Evening 
schools  for  adult  foreigners,  as  well  as  for  English  speaking  Ameri- 
cans, were  organized  wherever  the  need  of  such  schools  was  made 
known.  Special  classes  in  physical  education,  household  arts,  indus- 
trial training,  music,  etc.,  were  conducted  wherever  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  persons  desired  such  instruction.  Social  centers  and  civic 
and  social  clubs  were  organized  in  many  districts,  the  school  build- 
ing being  used  as  the  community  club  house  by  the  citizens.  Popular 
lectures  on  practical  and  interesting  topics  were  given  in  school 
auditoriums,  and  nearly  thirty  thousand  people  were  in  attendance. 
All  of  this  evening  education  was  free  to  the  people,  the  Board  of 
Education  providing  the  desired  instruction,  and  such  direction  and 
supervision  of  social  center  work  as  would  bring  the  people's  or- 
ganization into  harmony  with  the  general  purpose  of  education  ex- 
tension. 

Vocation  guidance  has  been  recognized  as  of  sufficient  importance 
to  justify  the  organization  of  a  separate  department  under  a  direc- 
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tor.  Much  valuable  data  have  been  gathered  and  much  foundation 
work  has  already  been  done  which  will  in  the  future  help  in  a  much 
larger  measure  to  link  our  schools  with  the  workshops  of  the  city 
and  the  lessons  of  the  class  rooms  with  the  economic  necessities  of 
the  out-of-school  workers. 

School  gardening,  formerly  under  the  direction  of  the  Playground 
Association,  was  taken  over  by  the  Board  of  Education  last  March 
and  organized  as  a  public  school  department.  Under  practical  and 
progressive  leadership,  many  children  were  given  courses  in  nature 
study  and  home  gardening  during  the  summer,  in  a  way  to  delight 
their  young  hearts,  and  to  bring  to  their  own  homes  the  valued 
products  of  enjoyable  work.  The  department  has  been  sufficiently 
broadened  in  its  scope  to  include  all  phases  of  nature  study  in  the 
public  schools,  thus  giving  it  interest,  activity  and  educative  value 
the  year  around. 

Two  elementary  industrial  schools  have  been  organized,  and  the 
Board  is  diligently  at  work  on  the  problem  of  giving  industrial  edu- 
cation its  proper  place  in  the  school  system.  It  is  prepared  to  fully 
co-operate  with  the  State  authorities  in  advancing  this  important 
phase  of  school  work. 

The  Board  is  at  work  on  a  plan  for  furnishing  wholesome  and 
nutritious  food  to  high  school  pupils  at  the  minimum  cost  including 
operating  expenses. 

The  work  of  the  coming  year  contemplates  a  careful  revision  of 
the  courses  of  study,  the  extension  of  health  education,  the  elimina- 
tion of  waste  in  administrative  effort,  the  proper  care  and  training  of 
the  subnormal  children,  and  the  more  thorough  organization  of 
evening  schools  and  extension  work.  In  these  varied  lines  of  pro- 
gress, the  Board  of  Education  seems  to  have  every  assurance  of  cor- 
dial support,  while  the  school  workers  manifest  a  spirit  of  warm- 
hearted co-operation  which  augurs  well  for  the  future  of  our  schools. 


PITTSTON— Francis  McGuigan. 


The  public  schools  of  Pittston  for  the  year  ending  June,  1914, 
have  had  a  year  beset  with  conditions  many  of  which  tended  to  in- 
terfere with  progress  or  to  entirely  prevent  normal  school  work. 

Constant  attention  was  given  to  building  during  the  year  for  the 
purposes  of  providing  adequate  room  for  the  pupils  and  better  con- 
ditions where  improvement  was  advisable  and  possible. 
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The  school  grounds  have  been  beautified  by  trees,  shrubs,  flow- 
ers, grass,  etc.,  and  present  an  appearance  distinctively  attractive.  A 
four-room  addition  was  completed  and  occupied  at  the  Jefferson 
building  in  December  last.  The  old  building  was  remodelled  and 
improved,  transforming  the  whole  into  a  good  building.  The  work  of 
remodelling  and  enlarging  the  Cleveland  building  is  nearing  com- 
pletion and  the  building  will  be  ready  for  use  September  first. 

Early  in  December  the  addition  to  the  high  school  was  put  into 
use.  The  whole  building  had  been  improved  and  repaired  and  gave 
good  satisfaction  under  the  conditions.  During  the  night  of  De- 
cember 21st  the  complete  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire  of  mysterious 
origin.    The  building  and  equipment  was  insured  for  $48,500.00. 

On  December  22d  the  Board  met  and  started  plans  to  meet  the 
emergency.  An  architect  was  at  once  employed  to  draw  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  erection  of  a  high  school  and  needed  grade 
schools.  Scarcely  had  he  started  before  the  obstruction  of  court  in- 
junction was  placed  in  his  path.  A  preliminary  injunction  was 
granted  by  the  Luzerne  county  court  restraining  the  board  from 
employing  an  architect  without  competitive  bidding.  After  months 
of  delay  the  injunction  was  dissolved  by  ruling  in  favor  of  the  board's 
action  and  the  architect  proceeded  with  his  work. 

The  proposition  of  bonding  the  school  district  to  three  and  one- 
fourth  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  valuation  was  defeated  at  the  elec- 
tion held  May  18th,  hence,  it  was  necessary  for  the  board  to  levy  a 
tax  of  fifteen  mills  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  proposed  high  and  grade 
schools.  The  plans  have  since  been  approved  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment, adopted  by  the  board  and  the  building  will  be  completed  and 
ready  for  use  September  1,  1915. 

Without  interruption,  after  the  fire,  our  high  school  was  accom- 
modated in  the  abandoned  high  school  in  West  Pittston  borough. 
Had  not  the  West  Pittston  Board  of  School  Directors  promptly  acted 
so  graciously,  we  would  undoubtedly  have  been  forced  to  discontinue 
our  high  school  work  until  new  schools  could  have  been  built.  The 
grades  were  given  part  time,  sharing  the  Jackson,  Jefferson  and 
Fort  Pittston  buildings  with  the  pupils  of  their  respective  districts. 
Unfortunately  many  pupils  chose  work  rather  than  travel  to  school 
over  the  long  distances  necessitated  by  the  destruction  of  their  con- 
venient school.  Those  leaving  school  in  the  upper  grades  deprive 
the  grades  of  many  brightest  pupils  and  terminate  prematurely  their 
own  school  preparation  for  life. 

By  transfer  of  the  pupils  from  the  Cleveland  school  about  March 
1st,  the  remodelling  of  the  school  was  permitted.  The  pupils  were 
placed  on  part  time  with  those  in  the  Eoosevelt  building.  The  pros- 
pect is  that  the  remodelled  school  will  be  among  our  best  when  ready 
for  occupancy  September  next. 
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Every  effort  has  been  made  to  enforce  the  compulsory  education 
provisions  of  tbe  Code.  Some  annoyance  has  been  given  the  attend- 
ance department  by  an  unfortunate  principal  in  an  adjoining  district 
who  apparently  sells  the  honor  of  his  profession,  the  future  of  the 
child,  and  an  employment  certificate  for  a  trifling  consideration.  The 
matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Department  of  Child  Labor  for  cor- 
rection. However,  specific  penalties  should  be  prescribed  by  legisla- 
tive enactment  for  such  misdemeanors,  applicable  in  local  courts 
without  appeal  to  the  State  Department.  Moreover,  some,  more 
definite  standard  of  educational  qualification  should  be  fixed  as  the 
basis  of  granting  employment  certificates  in  order  to  eliminate  the 
multifarious  falsifying  by  parents  who  wish  to  obtain  earnings  from 
children  under  legal  age  and  below  the  fifth  grade  in  school. 

Summaries  of  enrollment  and  attendance  follow: 


Total  enrollment  in  grades,    . . 
Average  monthly  attendance, 

Percent,   of  attendance,    

Total  high  school  enrollment, 
Average  monthly  attendance, 
Percent,   of  attendance , 


Males. 

Females. 

1,395 

1,337 

1,118 

1,082 

90 

90 

66 

112 

68 

94 

96 

91 

2,732 
2.200 
90 
178 
152 
94 


Since  January,  1914,  the  Health  Department  of  Pittston  has  done 
very  commendable  work  in  dealing  with  contagious  diseases  through 
co-operation  with  the  public  schools.  Daily  reports  are  exchanged 
between  the  offices  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Health  and  corresponding  bulletins  or  quaran- 
tined cases  are  kept  in  both  offices  and  in  the  schools. 

During  the  six  months,  January  to  June,  inclusive,  there  were 
quarantined : 

Measles,    113  cases 

Diphtheria,    16  cases 

Scarlet  fever,    5  cases 

Chicken  pox, 1  case 

Pneumonia,  1  case 

Total,    136  cases 

The  effect  on  the  attendance  is  considerable  on  account  of  the 
quarantine  covering  the  contagious  premises  which  often  includes 
more  than  one  family,  and  the  minimum  quarantinue  period  averag- 
ing three  weeks. 

Our  first  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
auditorium  during  the  week  beginning  September  1,  1913. 


■m 
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The  instructors  were:  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal,  State  Department  of 
Education;  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Normal  School,  East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.; 
Dr.  John  H.  Walsh,  Associate  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools, 
New  York  city;  Prof.  G.  C.  Lister,  author,  New  York  city,  and  Miss 
Lillian  Johnson,  Kutztown  Normal  School,  Kutztown,  Pa. 

Much  valuable  and  useful  material  was  imparted  by  each  instruc- 
tor and  each  teacher  consequently  started  his  year  with  more  en- 
couragement and  spirit  than  any  term,  in  the  past. 

As  a  body  our  teachers  have  advanced  through  professional  read- 
ings, private  instruction,  study,  and  instruction  at  summer  sessions 
in  colleges  and  universities.  Some  have  advanced  in  certification, 
and  many  have  received  professional  certification  in  writing.  Our 
teachers'  interest,  zeal  and  improvement  are  the  most  encouraging 
sign  in  our  system. 

In  concluding  this,  my  second  annual  report,  I  thank  the  State 
Department  of  Education  for  their  many  kindnesses  shown  us  dur- 
ing the  year. 


POTTSTOWN— W.  W.  Rupert. 


This  year>  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  schools,  a  number 
of  young  men  and  young  women  graduated  from  the  commercial  de- 
partment of  the  high  school.  These  young  people  have  been  eagerly 
sought  by  business  firms  both  at  home  and  elsewhere.  Many  words 
of  commendation  for  their  work  have  already  reached  us.  Their 
special  knowledge  rests  upon  a  generous  foundation,  and  they  are, 
we  believe,  well  prepared  to  render  valuable  service. 

Twenty-five  young  women  and  twenty-one  young  men  composed 
this  year's  graduating  class.  About  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  class 
will  go  to  college. 

During  the  year  many  parents'  meetings  have  been  held  in  all 
the  grades.  These  are,  we  believe,  of  inestimable  value.  On  some 
of  these  occasions  a  school  enrolling  thirty  pupils  had  thirty  parents 
present.  Exercises  in  penmanship,  geography,  memory  selections, 
oral  compositions,  arithmetic,  history,  dramatic  readings,  music, 
etc.,  filled  out  the  program.     Sometimes  refreshments  were  served. 

The  "Senior  Play"  filled  the  opera  house  overflowing;  oratorical 
contests  brought  out  old  and  young;  lectures  on  literature  in  the 
assembly  room  of  the  high  school  by  Dr.  Duncan  Spaeth,  of  Prince- 
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ton  University,  drew  excellent  and  attentive  audiences;  and  Shake- 
spearean readings  by  Marshall  Darrach  put  new  life  into  the  study 
of  Julius  Caesar  and  the  Merchant  of  Venice. 

The  year's  educational  harvest  has  been  encouraging,  and  we  are 
now  looking  hopefully  towards  the  future. 


POTTSVILLE— E.  E.  Barclay. 


Steady  progress  along  the  line  of  essential  requirements  is  our  re- 
port. Much  that  was  begun  during  my  first  year  as  superintend- 
ent here  was  satisfactorily  completed  this  year.  Without  a  faithful, 
conscientious  and  progressive  corps  of  teachers,  an  intelligent  and 
public-spirited  board  of  directors  and  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the 
public  press  and  patrons  of  the  district,  this  could  not  have  been 

done. 

The  length  of  our  school  term  was  changed  from  ten  to  nine  and 
one-half  months  and  the  length  of  the  school  day  from  five  to  five 
and  one-half  hours,  this  gives  us  as  many  school  hours  for  the  term 
as  we  had  under  the  ten-month  term  and  yet  does  not  require  so  much 
teaching  during  the  hot  weather.  Teachers  still  receive  ten  months' 
salary.  The  change  meets  with  the  general  approval  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

Considerable  excitement  was  created  last  June  when  it  was  learned 
that  the  Board  did  not  re-elect  seven  of  the  teachers  who  failed  to  do 
efficient  work  the  previous  year.     This  was  without  precedent  in 
Pottsville  but  not  without  good  effect  on  the  work  done  this  year. 
At  present  our  teachers  realize  that  it  is  efficient  work  rather  than 
political  pull  that  counts.  This  idea  is  further  taught  and  encouraged 
by  increasing  the  salary  of  those  who  excel  in  teaching,  regardless 
of  the  grade  taught.     Several  additional  teachers  were  elected  to 
the  corps  so  that  we  might  reduce  the  average  number  of  pupils  to 
each  teacher,  which  is  still  too  high.    Our  Board  now  realizes  that 
many  of  the  weakest  teachers  in  our  system  received  their  appoint- 
ment with  no  other  recommendation  than  that  they  served  a  few 
years  as  a  general  substitute  with  little  compensation.    We  are  now 
electing  well-trained,  experienced  teachers  with  a  strong  personality 
to  the  Substitute  positions  and  are  paying  them  better  salaries  than 
the  average  grade  teacher  receives.     Substitutes  are  on  duty  every 
21 
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day,  sometimes  studying  the  work  of  the  different  grades  and  teach- 
ers, other  times  relieving  regular  teachers  who  were  sent  out  to  visit 
other  schools,  by  the  superintendent,  other  times  they  may  be  found 
coaching  pupils  who  were  unable  to  maintain  grade  standing  be- 
cause of  sickness. 

Death  again  invaded  the  ranks  of  our  teachers  and  removed  from 
our  midst,  Miss  Ethel  Pugh,  one  of  our  most  faithful  and  efficient 
teachers. 

During  the  year  we  held  our  monthly  grade  and  institute  meet- 
ings and  a  large  class  of  teachers  under  the  tutelage  of  the  super- 
intendent made  an  intensive  study  of  the  principles  of  pedagogy  and 
psychology. 

Since  our  School  Board  appropriates  $3,500  annually  toward  the 
maintenance  of  our  free  public  library,  and  three  members  of  the 
.Board  and  the  superintendent  are  trustees  of  the  library  board  we 
are  enabled  to  articulate  the  work  of  the  library  with  that  of  the 
schools.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  every  grade  teacher  was  given 
a  list  of  books — fifteen  in  number — suitable  for  the  reading  of  her 
grade.  The  librarian  purchased  a  sufficient  number  of  these  to 
meet  the  demands  and  pupils  were  encouraged  to  read  them,  the 
teacher  and  librarian  co-operating.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  about 
three  hundred  boys  and  girls  were  given  steel  engraved  certifi- 
cates by  the  superintendent  for  having  read  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
books  listed  for  his  or  her  grade.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  a 
professional  story  teller  from  the  public  library  visit  our  grade 
schools  and  enthuse  teachers  and  pupils  with  the  value  of  a  good 
story,  well  told.  High  school  pupils  were  not  only  encouraged  to  do 
good  reading  but  were  directed  in  practically  all  that  they  read,  and 
yet  we  meet  an  occasional  enemy  of  the  free  library. 

Two  years  ago  our  high  school  had  less  than  two  hundred  pupils; 
last  year  we  had  three  hundred ;  and  next  year  we  expect  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  To  accommodate  this  increase  we  were  obliged  to 
add  two  new  teachers  and  use  the  entire  Garfield  building  for  high 
school  purposes.  It  is  only  a  question  of  a  short  time  until  we  will 
be  compelled  to  build  a  new  high  school  building.  We  can  now 
boast  of  full  laboratory  equipment  for  biology,  chemistry  and  physics 
as  well  as  a  good  projectoscope. 

Twenty-two  boys  and  a  like  number  of  girls  were  graduated  on 
June  16th.  Most  of  them  will  enter  college  or  normal  school  in  the 
fall. 
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PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.   S.  Jackson. 


The  school  year  just  closed  seems  to  bear  many  marks  of  success- 
ful work.  An  unusual  spirit  of  willingness  and  vigor  seemed  to  be 
manifested  by  the  teaching  force  during  the  opening  weeks  of  the 
year  and  the  impetus  then  gained  was  not  lost.  The  cordial  and 
'hearty  support  of  the  great  majority  of  the  patrons,  a  splendid 
spirit  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  an  earnest  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers  to  perform  their  work  for  the  good  of 
those  in  their  charge,  and  faithful,  conscientious  work  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  all  these  were  factors  in  a  fruitful  year 
of  work.  When  there  is  harmonious  and  sympathetic  effort  on  the 
part  of  parent,  child,  teacher  and  director,  good  school  conditions 
are  the  logical  outcome;  whatever  breeds  discord  among  these  ele- 
ments is  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

High   School. 

The  high  school  recorded  the  highest  enrollment  in  its  history, 
two  hundred  nineteen  pupils.  The  final  report  shows  that  one  hun- 
dred ninety-eight  were  present  at  the  close  of  the  year.  For  sus- 
tained attendance  this  surpasses  all  previous  high  school  records. 
The  average  daily  attendance  in  the  high  school  for  the  year  was 

two  hundred. 

The  graduating  class  consisting  of  seventeen  girls  and  eleven  boys 
was  twenty-five  per  cent,  larger  than  any  preceding  class  finishing 
the  four  years'  course  while  the  number  of  boys  in  the  class  was 
more  than  fifty  per  cent,  greater. 

Nine  of  the  members  of  the  graduating  class  completed  the  work 
of  the  commercial  department  as  a  part  of  their  four  years'  course  and 
several  of  these  young  men  and  women  have  secured  positions  in  the 
borough. 

The  athletic  interest  in  the  high  school  is  justifying  itself  by  its 
fruits.  School  spirit  of  the  right  kind  is  fostered  and  a  general 
quickening  of  all  school  interests  results  when  all  concerned  have 
a  common  interest  of  this  kind.  The  athletic  association  by  a  vote 
which  was  practically  unanimous  recently  adopted  the  following 
amendment  to  its  constitution:  "No  member  of  the  association  who 
uses  tobacco  in  any  form  shall  be  allowed  to  represent  the  school  in 
any  athletic  event.  Any  team  manager  or  captain  of  a  team  who 
allows  a  member  of  a  team  to  compete  in  violation  of  the  above  con- 
dition shall  thereby  forfeit  his  office."    The  adoption  of  this  clause 


318  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

was  the  result  of  a  voluntary  movement  on  the  part  of  the  boys  in 
the  high  school. 

The  spirit  which  is  manifesting  itself  by  a  healthy  pride  in  all 
the  activities  of  the  high  school  has  produced  an  attitude  of  loyalty 
enabling  us  to  lay  aside  the  demerit  system.  As  one  of  the  pupils 
expressed  it  in  a  recent  edition  of  the  "Mirror."  "We  are  asked  to  do 
our  best  for  ourselves  and  the  school."  It  is  only  just  to  say  that 
as  a  rule  the  boys  and  gir]s  of  the  high  school  make  a  serious  at- 
tempt to  act  in  a  manner  which  reflects  credit  on  themselves  and  on 
the  school. 

Perhaps  attention  should  be  called  to  the  rapidly  increasing  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  the  high  school  who  come  from  adjoining  districts. 
These  pupils,  thirty-four  in  number,  represented  six  different  bor- 
oughs and  townships,  and  their  tuition  paid  by  the  districts  rep- 
resented, amounted  to  more  than  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

Departmental  Work. 

The  inauguration  of  departmental  work  in  the  upper  grades  has 
made  it  possible  to  still  further  accommodate  our  work  to  the  needs 
of  the  individual  pupil.  For  the  past  two  years  we  have  been 
articulating  the  programs  of  the  eighth  grades  and  the  high  school 
in  such  a  way  that  those  who  failed  in  a  part  of  the  eighth  grade 
work  need  repeat  only  those  branches  in  which  they  failed  and  could 
take  the  balance  of  the  year's  work  in  the  high  school.  This  practice 
of  promoting  by  subject  rather  than  by  year  will,  in  the  future,  be 
extended  to  the  seventh  grade  also.  The  benefits  are  obvious;  the 
pupil  repeats  only  the  work  in  which  he  needs  to  be  strengthened  and 
is  always  pursuing  some  work  of  fresh  interest.  He  no  longer  fails 
in  whole  but  only  in  part  and  this  greatly  encourages  him.  While 
there  has  been  no  formal  division  of  our  schools  into  six  years  of 
elementary  work  and  six  years  of  secondary  or  high  school  work  our 
practice  as  mentioned  above  amounts  to  virtually  the  same  thing. 
The  treatment  of  the  pupil  in  regard  to  grading,  promotion,  and 
teachers  for  special  subjects  is  essentially  the  same  in  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  as  in  the  high  school. 

Special  Activities. 

Regular  parent-teacher  meetings  were  held  at  the  Mary  A.  Wil- 
son and  West  End  schools.  Two  meetings  of  like  character  and  one 
of  the  same  kind  were  held  at  Jenks  Hill  and  Jefferson  street  re- 
spectively. A  movement  is  on  foot  to  organize  associations  at  each 
of  these  places  early  next  year.  Questions  of  common  interest  were 
discussed  at  these  meetings. 
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The  annual  institute  was  in  some  ways  the  most  successful  yet  held. 
The  attendance  exceeded  that  of  other  years  and  the  general  inter- 
est was  much  greater.  A  sale  of  tickets  at  a  nominal  price  added 
to  the  funds  available  for  securing  talent  and  the  superintendent 
desires  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  support  thus  given. 

Twenty-three  of  the  local  teachers  enrolled  as  members  of  the 
State  Educational  Association  and  twenty  of  these  attended  the 
sessions  at  Pittsburgh. 

The  A  W  Elson  Art  Exhibit  was  shown  in  the  Jefferson  street 
building  during  the  first  week  in  May.  As  our  rooms  are  not  lighted 
so  that  these  exhibitions  may  be  thrown  open  in  the  evening  our  re- 
ceipts are  never  large.  In  spite  of  this  drawback,  however,  we  shall 
have  seventy-five  or  eighty  dollars  to  invest  in  pictures  for  the 
schools.  The  acquisition  from  year  to  year  of  pictures  inspiring  in 
subject  and  of  the  best  workmanship  and  finish  is  gradually  trans- 
forming the  appearance  of  our  halls  and  rooms. 

At  the  Jenks  Hill  School  an  unused  part  of  the  basement  has 
been  provided  with  some  rough  work  benches  made  from  the  remains 
of  the  old  fence  recently  torn  down  and  the  pupils  are  engaged  m 
the  manufacture  of  bird  houses.  A  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  is  mani- 
fested in  this  work.  Some  of  the  girls  are  proving  as  adept  as  the 
boys  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  either  through  our  public 
schools  or  through  the  consummation  of  the  plans  for  the  John  A. 
Weber  Memorial  School  adequate  facilities  may  be  provided  whereby 
our  boys  and  girls  may  gratify  their  natural  desire  to  construct 
something  with  the  hands. 

A  word  of  appreciation  is  due  Physical  Director  Oolegrove  of 
the  Central  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  for  his  services  m 
promoting  the  work  in  calisthenics.  In  all  the  grades  twice  each 
day  regular  exercises  are  given.  In  the  lower  grades  when  weather 
conditions  are  suitable  the  children  either  take  these  exercises  in 
the  open  air  or  take  a  walk  or  a  run  on  the  grounds.  Many  of  the 
teachers  direct  their  children  in  the  playing  of  games  during  their 
intermission. 

Improvements. 

The  antiquated  furniture  of  six  school  rooms  was  replaced  with 
the  best  of  modern  furniture. 

A  fine  apparatus  cabinet  and  a  fully  equipped  teacher's  demon- 
strating table  were  placed  in  the  high  school  science  laboratory. 

Through  the  combined  efforts  of  teachers,  pupils,  and  patrons  a 
library  case  containing  about  seventy  volumes  was  placed  in  the 
Jenks  Hill  building.  In  this  building  was  also  placed  a  geographi- 
cal cabinet  from  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum.  This  cabi- 
net was  secured  through  the  kindness  of  Senator  Kurtz. 
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Reading  tables  were  placed  in  the  lower  halls  at  the  Jefferson 
street  building  and  many  reference  works  made  available  to  the 
grade  pupils. 

With  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  derived  from  class  plays,  grade 
entertainments,  and  other  school  activities  a  rug  and  table  were 
placed  on  the  rostrum  of  the  auditorium. 

The  seats  in  the  auditorium  were  revarnished  by  the  boys  of  the 
high  school  assisted  by  some  members  of  the  faculty.  The  varnish 
was  purchased  with  a  special  collection  taken  in  the  high  school 
for  that  purpose.  Enough  of  the  collection  remains  to  give  the 
seats  another  coat  when  they  become  soiled. 

At  a  very  little  cost  the  Jenks  Hill  grounds  were  improved  and 
thinly  surfaced  with  lime  stone  screenings.  These  grounds  may  now 
be  used  in  comparatively  wet  weather.  This  is  not  only  of  benefit 
to  the  children  in  that  building  but  adds  greatly  to  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  school  property.  It  would  greatly  facilitate  the  work 
of  the  schools  in  the  primary  buildings  if  the  grounds  were  surfaced 
so  that  the  children  could  use  them  whenever  the  weather  condi- 
tions overhead  and  underfoot  are  suitable.  Grounds  which  are  now 
wet  and  muddy  for  many  weeks  in  the  spring  and  fall  could  be  used 
daily  if  they  were  surfaced. 

One  of  the  great  improvements  was  made  at  the  Jefferson  street 
building;  the  walls  and  ceilings  were  finished  and  slate  boards  in- 
stalled throughout.  The  new  boards  have  greatly  relieved  the  strain 
on  the  eyes  of  the  pupils  imposed  by  the  old  composition  boards,  and 
the  pupils  have  taken  great  pride  in  the  beautiful  appearance  of 
the  newly  finished  walls.  The  natural  pride  of  school  children  in 
anything  which  increases  the  beauty  of  the  exterior  or  interior 
of  the  school  environment  is  a  lesson  in  the  art  of  character  building 
to  all  who  care  to  heed  the  effects  of  beauty  in  the  promotion  of 
self-respect,  clean  thinking,  and  clean-living.  Even  as  our  new 
post  office  building  will  teach  a  constant  lesson  in  patriotism  by 
giving  to  those  who  frequent  it  an  added  respect  for  our  city  and  our 
country  so  will  a  school  property  with  well  kept  and  pleasing 
grounds,  beautiful  exterior  and  interior,  and  well  kept  furniture 
make  its  daily  impress  upon  the  pupils,  awakening  in  them  that 
wholesome  respect  and  pride  in  themselves  and  their  community 
which  are  the  foundations  of  good  citizenship. 

Gifts. 

Liberal  donations  of  books  for  the  libraries  were  made  by  Mrs. 
T.  E.  Williams,  Mrs.  George  A.  Sheldon  and  Lyde  Hopkins.  Mrs. 
Williams  also  presented  the  Jefferson  street  building  with  a  large 
globe. 


No    6.  RADNOR  TOWNSHIP.  321 

A  fine  baby  grand  piano  of  the  well-known  Chickering  make  was 
bequeathed  to  the  schools  by  the  late  Mrs.  Emma  Weber.  This  piano 
was  placed  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Jefferson  street  buildings. 

Final. 

The  superintendent  desires  to  express  his  heartfelt  appreciation 
of  the  words  of  cheer  and  encouragement  which  have  come  from  the 
many  friends  of  the  schools.  The  burden  of  the  day  has  been  light- 
ened for  many  a  teacher  and  the  efficiency  of  the  teacher  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  timely  word  of  approval  and  understanding. 

The  teachers  have  been  faithful  and  energetic  in  their  various 
activities.  The  principals  have  been  professional  in  their  attitude 
toward  their  duties.  The  loyalty  of  principals  and  teachers  and 
their  willingness  faithfully  to  carry  out  instructions  has  made  the 
work  of  the  superintendent  a  pleasure. 

Conscientious  and  faithful  in  the  gratuitous  services  required  of 
them  and  performing  their  duties  with  an  eye  single  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  schools,  the  members  of  the  Board  as  in  the  past,  have 
stood  solidly  for  the  things  of  greater  moment  for  those  school 
activities  which  always  have  been  and  always  will  be  the  foundation 
of  true  character  and  efficiency. 

As  ever,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  has  been  ready  to 
extend  a  helping  hand  whenever  advice  was  needed.  The  State 
Board  of  Education  has  also  been  actively  helpful.  The  writer  de- 
sires to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  assistance  given  by  these  edu- 
cational forces. 


RADNOR  TOWNSHIP    (Delaware  County)— George  H.  Wilson. 


The  past  year  has  witnessed  the  usual  progress  of  our  township 
schools,  both  in  number  of  pupils  enrolled  and  in  the  character  of 
the  work  accomplished.  The  enrollment  at  the  Rosemont  school 
increased  to  a  point  where  the  Board  of  Directors  found  it  neces- 
sary to  make  further  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  pupils. 
Accordingly  a  tract  of  five  and  three-quarters  acres  of  ground  was 
purchased  which  will  not  only  suffice  for  the  erection  of  a  building 
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planned  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  particular  section  of  the  district 
for  many  years,  but  will  also  provide  for  space  for  playgrounds  and 
for  school  gardens. 

After  consideration  of  the  advantages  of  the  different  types  of 
school  building  it  was  finally  decided  to  erect  a  one-story  structure 
which,  when  completed,  will  be  built  around  a  square  court.  The 
first  section  of  the  building  will  be  about  130  feet  long  and  will 
contain  four  class  rooms  with  rooms  for  principal  and  for  teachers. 
The  inner  corridor  will  be  so  arranged  as  to  provide  an  open-air 
class  room.  The  advantages  of  such  a  building  consist  in  reducing 
the  danger  from  fire  to  a  minimum  as  all  rooms  are  on  the  ground 
floor ;  in  eliminating  all  necessity  for  climbing  stairs  by  the  pupils ; 
in  providing  for  the  dismissal  of  any  individual  room  without  dis- 
turbing others;  in  eliminating  all  overhead  disturbance  from  other 
classes.  While  the  cost  of  erection  of  such  a  building  is  consider- 
ably greater  than  that  of  the  ordinary  type  yet  the  advantages  gained 
outweigh  the  consideration  of  cost. 

The  work  in  manual  training  and  in  sewing  introduced  four  years 
ago  has  been  gradually  carried  down  into  the  grades  until  at  the 
present  time  all  grades  from  the  fifth  to  eighth  inclusive  have  regu- 
lar and  systematic  work  in  these  subjects. 


READING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


I  shall  depart  from  the  usual  academic  review  of  school  affairs  in 
Reading  and  submit  as  my  annual  report 

One  Hundred  Facts  of  the  Reading  Schools. 

School  board  of  nine  members,  with  four  committees:  Finance, 
teachers,  supplies,  buildings. 

Partisan  board  but  non-partisan  in  appointment  of  officials. 

Tax  rate,  five  mills;  personal  tax,  one  dollar. 

Budget  for  1914-1915  appropriating  $380,746.88. 

School  bonds  issued  at  three  and  a  half  per  cent,   by  popular 

loans. 

Sinking  funds  invested  in  school  board  bonds. 
Amount  of  tax  duplicate  in  liens  less  than 
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Appropriation  to  civic  bodies,  $3,000  for  playgrounds,  $500  for 
high  school  athletic  field,  and  $800  for  kindergarten. 

A  detailed  expense  account  of  each  building  under  twenty-seven 

specific  items. 

New  grade  building  with  20  class  rooms,  auditorium,  gymnasium, 
shower  baths  and  locker  rooms. 

Forty-five  school  buildings  in  six  and  a  quarter  square  miles. 

One  hundred   thousand   dollars   in   repairs   to   buildings   in    ten 

years. 

New  depository  costing  $6,000  for  supplies  and  books. 
Drinking  fountains  installed  in  all  school  buildings. 
Only  standard  supplies  specified  in  standardized  specifications. 
Per  capita  cost  of  each  pupil  $25.71,  not  including  cost  of  sites 
and  buildings. 
Fifteen  thousand  dollars  expended  in  equipment  of  machine  shop. 
Teachers'  retirement  fund  with  18  drawing  annuities,  and  a  re- 
serve fund  of  $16,786.60 ;  in  operation  one  school  year. 
Nine  hundred  visits  by  school  board  members  to  schools. 
A  wider  use  of  school  property  for  social  centers,  parent-teachers 
associations,  educational  entertainments,  and  evening  festivals  on 
school  grounds  by  fraternal  and  other  organizations. 

Several  school  yards  used  as  official  playgrounds  in  summer,  the 
largest  480  by  240  feet. 

Stereopticon  lectures  and  vocational  and  educational  exhibits  in 
school  buildings  for  the  public. 

An  extensive  public  museum,  largely  in  the  direction  of  science 
and  commerce. 

An  art  gallery  with  nearly  75  paintings  by  famous  artists,  the 
gifts  of  philanthropic  citizens. 

Medical  inspection,  with  four  doctors  and  four  nurses,  and  free 
medical  clinic  for  all  school  pupils. 

Dental  inspection  with  free  dental  clinic,  showing  that  only  one 
per  cent,  of  the  pupils  in  first  grade  have  perfect  teeth. 
Stuttering  successfully  overcome  by  general  supervisor. 
Medical  inspection  showing  that  18  per  cent,  have  defective  eyes; 
27  per  cent,  of  these  fitted  with  glasses. 

Dental  and  medical  inspection,  home  visitation,  furnishing  of 
clothing,  encouraging  Sabbath  school  attendance,  manual  work, 
arithmetic  and  reading  in  game  form,  annual  picnic  with  auto-ride, 
features  of  the  school  for  defectives. 

Binet  test  applied  to  each  child  upon  entering  the  defective  school 
to  determine  the  intellectual  age. 

School  for  delinquents  with  a  morning  session  for  school  work  and 
an  afternoon  session  for  vocational  work. 
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Twelve  hundred  employment  certificates  issued  in  one  year,  as  fol- 
lows: Fourth  grade,  eight  per  cent. ;  filth  grade,  twenty-five  per  cent.; 
sixth  grade,  twenty-five  per  cent.;  seventh  grade,  twenty  per  cent.; 
eighth  grade,  fifteen  per  cent. ;  high  school,  seven  per  cent. 

Four  hundred  working  certificates  refused,  mostly  on  account  of 
age  and  inability  to  read  and  write. 

Photographs  of  schools  under  instruction,  in  various  departments. 

Four  manual  training  shops  and  a  building  for  vocational  work. 

Vocational  Guidance  Bureau  with  Vocational  Board  of  21  mem- 
bers and  a  clerk  making  visits  to  homes  of  pupils  intending  to  leave 
school. 

Vocational  Guidance  in  the  high  school  for  boys,  with  employment 
bureau  and  proctors  as  advisors  to  gather  data  and  follow  boys  who 
leave  school. 

Shop  atmosphere  with  commercial  point  of  view  and  consideration 
of  industrial  needs  of  the  city. 

Shop  practice  construction,  including  grinders,  lathes  and  tools. 

Playground  instinct  developed  and  encouraged  by  toy  making  for 
boys  of  the  sixth  grade. 

Apprentices  in  the  shops  from  the  evening  high  school  built  a 
gasoline  engine. 

Vocational  guidance,  employment  bureau  for  twelve  years,  de- 
tailed study  of  vocations  for  women,  and  research  work  by  senior 
class  in  the  high  school  for  girls. 

High  school  for  boys  doing  office  and  shop  work  receive  credit. 

Typewriting  classes  in  the  high  school  for  girls  with  a  record  of 
50,000  sheets  for  the  various  offices. 

Keeping  personal  and  household  expense  accounts  in  connection 
with  the  mathematical  department  in  the  high  school  for  girls. 

Visiting  of  manufacturing  plans  by  vocational  pupils  for  ob- 
servation and  department  stores  by  normal  training  students  to 
study  design. 

Review  of  six  professional  publications,  original  collection  of  child 
literature,  and  telescopic  study  of  sky  by  each  student  of  normal 
training  school  for  girls. 

High  school  pupils  inspect  various  municipal  activities,  and  make 
reports  with  photographs  embodying  results  of  observation;  as,  garb- 
age  collection,   poor  streets,   filthy   alleys,   blocking  streets,   smoke 

nuisance,  etc. 

Lunch  rooms  in  high  schools,  with  three-cent  limit. 

Milton's  Masque  Comus  read  in  the  woods,  girls  acting  the  story 
in  costume,  singing  of  Burns'  songs  in  connection  with  Carlyle's 
Essay  on  Burns,  finding  and  putting  away  books  as  practice  lessons 
in  the  library  work  in  the  high  school  for  girls. 
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Essays  on  current  events  with  special  attention  to  Ireland  and 
Mexico  in  connection  with  history  in  the  high  school  for  girls. 

Diagrams  of  weather  conditions,  investigations  of  physical  con- 
ditions favorable  to  the  growth  of  Reading  in  the  high  school  for 

girls. 

A  Latin  vocabulary  contest;  delivering  of  impromptu  speeches 
after  reviewing  Archias  and  the  Manilian  law;  an  exhibition  of 
Latin  manuscripts,  an  exhibition  to  show  the  relation  of  Latin  to 
practical  life  in  connection  with  the  studying  of  the  classics  in  the 
high  school  for  girls. 

The  playing  of  Dornnoschen;  the  dramatization  of  prose,  the  ex- 
change of  letters  with  girls  in  Germany,  reading  aloud  of  German 
stories  in  connection  with  the  study  of  modern  languages  in  the  high 
school  for  girls. 

In  the  high  schools,  several  grades  of  buttons  awarded  for  scholar- 
ship. 

Gold  medals  as  prizes  in  literary  and  oratory  contests  in  the  even- 
ing high  school,  with  39  competing. 

Graduates  of  the  day  high  school  doing  advanced  work  in  German 
and  trigonometry  in  the  evening  high  school. 

Graduating  classes  for  1914  number  41  in  the  evening  high  school; 
83  in  the  high  school  for  boys;  97  in  the  high  school  for  girls,  and 
seven  in  the  normal  training  school  for  girls. 

Graduates  of  the  high  school  for  boys  agreed  to  join  the  alumni 
association  in  a  body. 

Forty  per  cent,  of  the  graduates  of  the  high  schools  enter  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

Bi-weekly  reports  in  the  high  school  for  boys  of  pupils  falling 

below  grade. 

Final  examinations  of  parochial  children  for  high  schools  in  public 

schools. 

An  enrollment  of  six  hundred  ten  in  the  evening  high  school— 431 
boys  and  179  girls,  the  girls,  however,  being  more  regular  and  attend- 
ing longer. 

Ages  in  the  evening  schools  range  from  14  to  40  years. 

Pupils  of  foreign  birth,  256;  one.  parent  of  foreign  birth,  455;  both 
'parents  of  foreign  birth,  942;  colored,  89;  foreign  born  parents  rep- 
resent 24  nationalities.    Number  of  pupils  born  outside  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, 317. 

Ten  nationalities  represented  in  the  enrollment  of  three  evening 
elementary  foreign  classes  in  one  building. 

Civil  service  in  the  appointment  of  grade  teachers. 

The  appointment  of  regular  substitutes  for  continuous  service  at 
a  fixed  compensation. 

Teachers  permitted  to  visit  other  teachers  in  the  same  grade. 
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Special  supervision  for  new  teachers  in  the  grades. 

Inquiry  into  the  cause  of  2,253^  days'  absence  of  teachers. 

Teachers'  library  with  nearly  2,500  volumes  of  leading  educa- 
tional periodicals  in  a  well-furnished  room. 

Teachers'  institutes  on  five  Saturdays,  with  a  special  phase  of  work 
for  each  day. 

Complete  file  of  scholastic  and  professional  career  of  each  teacher. 

Popular  Shakespeare  recitals  by  the  Teachers'  Association. 

Teachers'  gymnasium  class  exhibition  and  dance  netting  $470  for 
the  teachers'  retirement  fund. 

Teachers'  nature  study  club,  with  60  walks  for  biological  work. 

The  supervising  force  comprising  one  general  supervisor,  two 
grade  supervisors,  besides  directors  in  music,  drawing,  penmanship, 
physical  education,  and  practical  arts. 

Over  150,000  text  and  supplemental  books  in  use,  with  four  regular 
readers  to  a  grade. 

Schedule  of  changes  in  high  school  books  for  ten  years. 

School  beginners  enrolled  for  the  first  time  in  June  instead  of 
September. 

School  beginners  in  September,  1913,  1,514 ;  in  February,  1914,  333. 

Average  per  cent,  of  attendance  in  the  year,  90;  highest  in  Sep- 
tember, 94;  lowest  in  March,  84. 

Twenty-four  thousand  cases  of  sickness  and  forty  deaths  of  pupils 
reported  in  one  school  year. 

Two  thousand  children  enrolled  in  six  parochial  schools,  using, 
as  a  rule,  public  school  outlines  and  examinations. 

In  twelve  years  the  grade  school  enrollment  increased  2,000,  but  the 
number  of  grade  teachers  decreased  three  by  careful  re-districting. 

Total  enrollment  in  day  schools,  14,421 ;  evening  schools,  1,103. 

Between  two  and  three  hundred  pupils  in  grades  exempt  from  all 
examinations  having  names  published  in  daily  papers. 

One  thousand  pupils  in  grades  present  every  day  in  the  school  year 
published  in  the  newspapers. 

Special  observance  of  the  350th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Shake- 
speare, in  all  schools. 

Special  exercises,  day  previous  to  holidays,  commemorative  of  its 
significance. 

Public  school  children  saluted  the  flag  simultaneously  at  11  A.  M., 

Flag  Day. 

Departmental  work  in  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and,  as  an  ex- 
periment, in  several  lower  gardes. 

System  of  writing  unified  with  emphasis  upon  correct  position  of 
the  body,  pen  holding  and  arm  movement  in  all  written  work. 

Drawing  from  nature  and  objects  and  copy  only  for  technique  and 
the  development  of  design  units  in  drawing. 
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Sight-reading,  rote  songs,  chorus  singing,  part  songs,  melody  writ- 
ing, song  interpretation,  dictation  exercises  npon  staff  without  key- 
signature,  rhythmic  drills,  whistling  for  monotones,  organization  of 
children  into  choirs,  organization  of  orchestras,  motion  songs  to  vic- 
trola  music,  home  study  in  music,  letters  of  commendation  to  parents 
and  exhibitions  of  written  work  are  among  the  features  in  the  music 
of  the  schools. 

Ethical  training  in  primary  grades  by  the  use  of  the  story. 
Local  history,  geography,  and  civics  in  all  grades. 
Dramatization  in  reading  to  secure  easy  expression. 
Seventh  and  eighth  grade  basketball  leagues ;  teachers'  gymnasium 
class;  grammar  school  baseball  league;   indoor  athletic  meets  for 
grammar  school  boys ;  series  of  Saturday  speed  walks,  in  connection 
with  physical  education. 

Public  school  field  day,  with  1,800  pupils  in  drills  with  races,  folk- 
dancing,  games  and  contests. 

Formation  of  a  public  school  athletic  league. 
Number  of  visits  by  parents  to  schools  in  year  just  closed,  2,500 ; 
the  number  of  visits  by  teachers  to  parents,  2,878. 

School  census  of  children  between  six  and  sixteen  by  school  board, 
with  name,  date  of  birth,  sex,  nationality,  residence,  name  of  par- 
ent, school  enrolled,  cause  of  non-enrollment,  name  of  employer. 

Newspaper  boys  registered  and  receive  badges,  subject  to  ex- 
emplary conduct. 

Complete  card  history  of  each  pupil  from  grade  to  grade. 
One  minute  fire  drills. 


ROCHESTER— W.  S.  Taft. 


In  spite  of  the  handicap  placed  upon  us  by  the  burning  of  our 
high  school  building  in  February,  the  school  year  of  1913-1914  was 
reasonably  satisfactory.  The  burning  of  the  high  school  building 
threw  300  pupils  out  of  a  school  home,  but  within  a  day  and  a  half 
the  pupils  were  at  their  regular  work  in  several  churches  as  if  noth- 
ing had  happened.  Owing  to  the  effectiveness  of  regular  fire  drills, 
the  last  pupil  was  out  of  the  building  in  less  than  one  minute  of  the 
sounding  of  the  alarm. 

The  enrollment  for  1913-1914  was  larger  than  ever  before,  espe- 
cially in  the  upper  grades;  the  average  attendance  excellent,  and 
tardiness  was  reduced  to  a  minimum.    There  was  no  change  in  the 
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teaching  force  of  either  the  grades  or  the  high  school.  On  this  ac- 
count less  emphasis  had  to  be  placed  on  the  regular  work  and  allowed 
more  time  to  be  given  to  the  development  of  those  virtues  which  make 
good  citizens. 

The  preparation  of  and  the  giving  of  the  recitation  received  spe- 
cial attention.  Logical  development  of  a  given  thought  was  insisted 
upon  by  each  teacher. 


SCRANTON— S.  E.  Weber. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  first  annual  report  as 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Scranton. 

The  most  significanct  event  that  occurred  during  the  past  year, 
affecting  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  was  the  death  of  Superintend- 
ent George  Howell,  who  for  twenty-five  years  has  been  connected  with 
the  schools  of  Scranton.  Mr.  Howell  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
by  the  whole  teaching  body,  by  the  School  Board,  and  by  the  entire 
citizenry  of  the  city.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  succeed  one 
who  has  stood  so  well  in  the  community  which  he  served  faithfully  so 
long  a  time  and  so  efficiently. 

The  entire  enrollment  for  the  year  was,    23,632 

Percentage  of  attendance,    91.2 

Number  of  teachers,  including  supervisors,    604 

Graduates  from  Central  high  school,  102 

Graduates  from  Technical  high  school,   131 

Graduates  from  Grammar  A  grade,  806 

The  night  schools  were  open  from  October,  1913,  to  March,  1914. 

The  enrollment  for  the  Technical  evening  school 

was,    908 

The  enrollment  for  the  grades  was,   875 

Number  of  teachers  employed,- 70 

Percentage  of  attendance,    73.8 

My  election  made  it  possible  for  me  to  report  for  duty  on  the 
21st  of  May,  and  in  the  month  of  school  that  remained,  I  was  able 
to  pay  a  hasty  visit  to  every  school  building  in  the  city,  and  to  meet 
all  of  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  in  service.  This  has  been  a  great 
advantage  for  the  beginning  of  the  next  year's  work. 
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It  is  my  plan  to  advocate  no  radical  changes,  so  that  the  work  of 
the  schools  may  go  on  in  an  uninterrupted  manner,  and  so  that  any 
changes  that  may  be  made  will  be  gradual  enough  to  permit  an  easy 
adjustment.  The  Board  has  already  approved  a  change  from  a  nine- 
year  basis  in  the  elementary  grades  to  an  eight-year  basis.  Upon 
investigation  it  was  found  that  practically  all  of  the  pupils  of  the 
elementary  grades  finished  their  work  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  It  was 
shown  that  there  was  general  skipping  of  grades  somewhere  along 
the.  line.  Such  skipping,  everyone  admitted,  was  not  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage of  the  pupils.  There  is  only  one  change  in  the  textbooks  for 
next  year,  which  will  make  the  transition  very  easy. 

The  supreme  test  of  the  pupil  to  be  promoted  is  his  ability  to  do 
the  work  of  the  next  grade.  If  this  applies  to  the  elementary 
grades,  it  ought  to  apply  at  the  time  the  pupil  goes  from  the  gram- 
mar school  to  the  high  school.  In  view  of  this  test,  I  am  asking  the 
principals  of  both  high  schools  to  give  me  the  records  of  the  pupils 
in  their  freshman  class  from  the  various  grammar  schools,  Which 
records  will  in  turn  be  sent  to  the  principals  of  such  grammar  schools 
in  order  that  they  may  take  an  inventory  of  the  quality  of  the  work 
done  in  their  schools,  so  far  as  work  in  the  first  year  of  the  high 
school  is  an  index.  I  am  convinced  that  this  scheme  will  have  a  good 
effect,  because  of  my  experience  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  College, 
where  I  was  instrumental  in  having  sent  to  the  principals  of  the 
various  preparatory  schools  the  records  their  students  made  in  the 
freshman  year. 

Along  with  the  change  from  the  nine-year  elementary  grades  to 
eight  years,  the  Board  has  approved  a  recommendation  to  change 
from  annual  to  semi-annual  promotions,  beginning  with  the  school 
year  1915-1916.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  pupils 
are  regularly  admitted  twice  a  year,  that  there  should  be  semi-an- 
nual promotions  instead  of  annual  promotions.  It  is  only  in  this 
way  that  a  pupil  can  make  steady  progress  through  the  grades  and 
through  the  high  school,  by  doing  his  work  consistently  well. 

Beginning  with  the  next  year,  we  shall  establish  at  least  one  spe- 
cial school  for  ungraded  classes.  As  in  other  cities  where  this  move- 
ment has  already  been  inaugurated,  we  shall  be  guided  pretty  largely 
by  the  experience  of  others,  and  shall  go  slowly  until  we  know  what 
is  the  best  thing  to  do,  and  what  are  the  steps  to  take  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  children  who  ought  to  be  in  such  schools.  The 
records  of  the  chief  medical  inspector  show  that  there  are  about  60 
children  who  are  not  able  to  profit  by  the  instruction  given  in  the 
regular  classes.  In  addition  to  this  there  are  approximately  3,246 
children  who  are  more  or  less  retarded  for  one  reason  or  another. 
It  will  be  only  a  matter  of  time  before  this  larger  class  will  require 
special  rooms  in  each  of  the  regular  grade  buildings. 
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The  Board  has  also  approved  the  appointment  of  a  primary  super- 
visor for  the  first  five  grades,  and  a  supervisor  of  penmanship.  These 
two  school  officials  should  contribute  greatly  to  the  doing  of  more 
effective  work  in  the  elementary  schools. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  of  the  36  teachers,  ready  for  professional 
certificates,  31  went  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  summer  ses- 
sion. I  gave  them  the  option  of  taking  an  examination  in  two  addi- 
tional professional  branches  and  in  two  additional  academic  branches 
or  of  going  to  an  approved  summer  session  and  take  courses  in  these 
four  lines.  If  they  received  credit  upon  the  completion  of  such 
courses,  they  were  to  be  exempted  from  taking  the  superintendent's 
examination.  With  the  exception  of  five  cases,  the  latter  alternative 
was  selected.  The  above  teachers  were  excused  from  taking  the  ex- 
amination in  all  the  academic  subjects  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
they  had  as  preliminary  training,  a  four-year  course  in  the  Central 
high  school  and  a  two-year  course  in  the  Scranton  training  school 
for  teachers.  (Closed  June,  1910).  I  should  add,  also,  that  a  num- 
ber of  our  teachers  went  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  the  permanent  certificate  examination. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future  a  larger  number  of  those  in 
the  service  in. this  city  will  avail  themselves  of  summer  school  in- 
struction. This,  I  believe,  will  be  the  result  owing  to  the  experience 
of  the  large  number  that  opened  the  way  this  year. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  express  again  my  obligation  to  the  State 
Department  of  Education  for  the  many  courtesies  which  have  been 
extended  to  me  while  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  College.  I  desire  to 
continue,  in  an  even  closer  way,  the  many  lines  of  interest  which  I 
have  always  had  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  respectfully 
request  the  reciprocal  interest  of  the  Department  in  the  work  that 
is  attempted  in  the  public  schools  of  Scranton. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


I  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  my  thirteenth  annual  re- 
port of  the  schools  of  Shamokin: 

Statistics. 

Whole  number  of  teachers  in  schools, 77 

Number  of  men  teachers  in  schools,  13 

Number  of  women  teachers  in  schools, 64 

Number  of  supply  and  pupil  teachers, ♦  32 
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SHAMOKIN. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  day  schools,  3,451 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  evening  schools,  . .  5J5 

Percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year,   94 

Number  of  pupils  reported  to  parents, 1«» 

Decrease  from  last  year,    ±6 

Number  of  cases  of  suspension, ^° 

Decrease  from  last  year,    £ 

Number  of   cases  of   truancy,    ^ 

Decrease  from  last  year,    »° 

Number  of  visits  by  superintendent,   .  ... ......  i,"J& 

Number  of  teachers  examined  for  certificates, .  .  4b 
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Promoted. 

Con- 

Failed. 

ditioned. 

150 

Primary  B  and  C 

350 

First  grade 

377 

17 

Second   grade,    

356 

12 

Third   grade • 

350 

12 

Fourth   grade 

291 

14 

Fifth  grade — 

270 

4 

Sixth    grade,     

212 

16 

Seventh  grade 

168 

2 

7 

Eighth   grade 

121 

8 

Freshman    class - 

87 

4 

6 

75 

4 

5 

•76 

1 

Senior   class,    

♦Graduated. 

Number  of  pupils  who  left  school  during  the  year, 


476 


Medical  Inspection. 

Total  number  examined, 2j7^ 

Number  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases,   . .  id 

Number  showing  some  defect,    2,572 

Decrease  from  last  year,    "Z 

Number  who  had  teeth  filled, , |»o 

Number  who  had  teeth  extracted,    lo« 

Number  seeking  advice  from  physician,   118 

Number  having  tonsils  removed,   45 

Number  who  had  eyes  treated,  j9 

Number  who  had  adenoids  removed,   

Number  who  had  ears  treated,  •  •  • 

Total   number   reporting   treatment   during   the 

oul 

year,    91S 

Increase  from  last  year,   ^i0 

The  increased  number  of  children  who  have  followed  the  advice  of 
the  medical  inspector  is  very  gratifying.  I  am  convinced  that  medi- 
cal inspection  is  of  great  benefit  to  our  schools. 

Evening  Schools. 
The  work  of  the  evening  schools  has  been  very  satisfactory.    The 
introduction  of  courses  in  vocational  training  proved  to  be  very 
82 
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popular  as  evidenced  by  the  total  enrollment  of  595  men  and  women. 
Every  man  who  completed  the  course  in  mining  passed  the  examina- 
tions of  the  Mine  Examining  Board. 


High   School. 

Bonds  to  the  amount  of  $150,000.00  were  sold  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  and  equipping  a  new  high  school  building.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  building  will  be  ready  to  be  occupied  at  the  opening  of  the  schools 
in  1915.  Additional  courses  will  be  given  to  meet  the  growing  needs 
of  the  community. 

In  Memoriam. 

Mr.  Emery  J.  Fisher  died  on  Sunday  afternoon,  July  5,  1914.  He 
became  a  teacher  in  this  district  in  1883  and  gave  31  years  of  his 
best  work  to  the  youth  of  this  community.  His  life  was  clean,  earn- 
est and  true  from  every  point  of  view.  Thousands  of  our  best  citi- 
zens remember  him  as  a  faithful  instructor  and  a  man  of  the  high- 
est character.    His  spirit  and  work  was  worthy  of  fullest  emulation. 

Closing. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  many  kind- 
nesses and  courtesies  shown  me  by  the  Department. 


SHARON— W.  I).  Gamble. 


On  May  28th  we  closed  one  of  the  most  successful  terms  of  school 
in  the  history  of  the  borough.  The  total  enrollment  exceeded  some- 
what that  of  the  preceding  year.  Crowded  conditions  in  one  ward 
made  it  necessary  for  the  Board  to  erect  a  one-room  structure  and 
the  Board,  during  the  coming  summer,  expects  by  the  same  plan  to 
provide  two  additional  rooms.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  another  year 
or  two  until  another  eight-room  building  will  be  an  absolute  necessity 
in  this  district. 

The  teaching  corps  has  done  excellent  work  and  the  general  re- 
sults have  been  good.  The  general  health  of  the  pupils  has  been 
above  the  average.    We  were  visited  by  no  epidemic  of  contagious 
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disease.  We  liad  a  few  scattered  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diph- 
theria and  some  cases  of  measles,  chicken  pox  and  whooping  cough, 
but  the  Board  of  Health  kept  the  situation  well  in  hand.  The  manual 
training  and  domestic  science  departments  have  had  a  good  year 
and  the  interest  manifested  in  the  work  has  been  commendable.  Mr. 
Benedict  of  the  manual  training  department  is  continuing  the  work 
through  the  month  of  June. 

Physical  education  in  the  grades  was  stimulated  by  an  indoor  ath- 
letic meet  under  the  auspices  of  the  Buhl  Club  and  by  an  outdoor 
meet  on  the  day  following  the  close  of  school  conducted  by  the  Sharon 
Herald.  In  each  of  these  meets  a  silver  cup  was  presented  to  the 
winning  school.  The  same  will  be  competed  for  again  next  year.  In 
the  high  school  marked  interest  was  taken  in  an  inter-class  basketball 
league.  A  beautiful  silver  cup,  donated  by  former  superintendent 
Hadley,  was  won  by  the  sophomore  class. 

A  lively  interest  was  manifest  in  the  Teachers'  Institute  both  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  and  also  by  the  people  of  the  city.  Many  of 
the  teachers  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  best  institute  yet 

held. 

I  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  helpful  suggestions  received  from 
the  Department.  Assuring  you  of  my  hearty  sympathy  with  every 
movement  looking  toward  the  increased  usefulness  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  take  up  the  work  of  another  year. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


We  cannot  say  that  the  school  term  which  closed  in  June,  1914, 
differed  materially  from  the  former  terms.  Our  enrollment  was 
heavy.  The  higher  grades,  that  is,  the  high,  the  advanced  grammar, 
and  the  first  grammar,  were  too  crowded  for  first  class  work,  and  yet 
our  results  were  quite  good  considering  the  number  of  pupils  to 
the  teacher  in  these  grades. 

We  have  been  making  an  effort  to  get  a  new  high  school  building. 
Up  to  the  present  time  little  progress  has  been  made.  Our  high 
school  is  overcrowded;  our  chemical  and  laboratory  room  is  too 
small,  and,  at  least,  one  of  the  recitation  rooms  is  too  small.    The 
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same  overcrowded  condition  exists  in  the  advanced  grammar  school. 
We  consider  the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  build  a  new  high  school 
building  and  use  the  present  high  school  building  for  advanced  gram- 
mar school  work.  The  changes  made  in  the  high  school  course  so  as 
to  comply  nearer  to  the  State  Department  desires  are  working  out 
quite  satisfactorily.  The  only  things  standing  in  the  way  of  first 
class  work  are  the  lack  of  room,  the  lack  of  funds  to  get  the  room, 
and  the  lack  of  ground  upon  which  to  build. 

With  an  enrollment  of  over  4,200  pupils  this  district  should  have 
about  100  teachers  while  it  has  only  86.  The  Board  has  pushed  its 
work  energetically  but  it  has  not  had  the  funds  nor  the  vote  of  the 
people  to  get  the  funds  needed.  It  spent  during  the  year  over  f 8,000 
in  repairs. 

Our  teachers  worked  with  energy  and  the  results  show  a  large 
list  of  promotions.  This  will  continue  to  keep  the  upper  grades 
heavy  for  the  coming  term. 

Our  library  still  shows  much  life.  The  trustees  take  considerable 
interest  in  the  library  work.  During  the  year  they  spent  about  $400 
in  purchasing  new  books  and  in  replacing  worn  out  books.  In  Feb- 
ruary, the  library  department  at  Harrisburg  held  one  of  its  library 
meetings  in  our  town. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  R.  Wilt. 


The  term  that  has  just  closed  was  one  of  success  along  almost 
every  line  educational.  The  enrollment  was  large,  numbering  over 
two  thousand  three  hundred  (2,300).  This  does  not  include  the  en- 
rollment in  parochial  and  business  schools  conducted  in  the  city. 

The  Board  of  Education,  by  resolution,  highly  complimented  the 
teachers  for  their  close  attention  to  school  work  and  to  educational 
matters  in  general,  during  the  term,  and  as  a  further  expression  of 
appreciation  of  their  work,  all  the  former  teachers  who  applied,  were 
unanimously  reappointed  for  the  coming  term. 

Pupils  who  prepared  for  college  entrance  were  admitted  to  Lehigh 
University  without  exception.  Pupils  who  pursued  the  commercial 
course  are  all  holding  lucrative  positions.  It  is  very  apparent  that 
graduates  of  the  Commercial  course  of  the  high  school  are  in  de- 
mand. 


No.  6.  STEELTON.  S35 

All  available  rooms  the  district  has  at  its  disposal  are  in  use,  and 
yet  many  rooms  are  largely  overcrowded. 

The  Board  purchased  about  one  acre  of  ground  as  a  site  for  a 
modern  high  school  building  with  ample  provision  for  the  study  of 
all  branches  of  industrial  education.  In  constructing  this  building 
the  Board  expects  to  meet  all  demands  in  the  line  of  school  facilities 
and  school  advantages  looked  for  in  an  industrial  community,  such 
as  ours.  The  ground  was  bought  at  a  cost,  including  cost  of  con- 
demnation proceedings,  of  over  fifty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  located 
in  the  best  and  pleasantest  part  of  the  city.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  purchasing  of  this  property  caused  an  outlay  of  a  large  sum  of 
money  and  considerable  worriment— it  being  taken  by  condemnation 
proceedings,  the  action  of  the  Board  received  the  approbation  of 
citizens  almost  unanimously. 

The  citizens  of  the  city  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  children.  By  means  of  carnival  weeks  held  for  two  years  in  sue-' 
cession  a  fund  has  been  established  amounting  to  about  three  thou- 
sand ($3,000)  dollars.  This  sum  of  money  is  kept  on  interest  toward 
purchasing  and  equipping  a  permanent  playground  for  the  city.  The 
carnival  this  year  was  inaugurated  by  a  monstrous  parade  given 
by  the  school  children  of  the  city  and  an  enjoyable  sight  it  was  in- 
deed, to  see  the  thousands  of  children  in  beautiful  and  appropriate 
costumes  fill  all  the  streets  of  the  city. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


A  careful  observation  of  the  class  room  work  of  the  year,  together 
with  the  tests  that  were  made  from  time  to  time,  lead  to  the  con- 
clusion that  as  far  as  the  teachers  are  concerned,  this  was  one  of 
our  best  years.  The  percentage  of  promotions  from  grade  to  grade 
was  no  higher  than  usual,  but  as  a  rule  the  pupils  that  were  pro- 
moted were  just  a  little  better  prepared  to  attack  the  work  of  the 
next  grade  than  their  predecessors  were.  There  were  some  failures 
of  promotion  all  along  the  line  it  is  true,  but  this  is  bound  to  occur. 
The  school  must  be  held  responsible  for  the  sympathetic,  intelligent 
direction  of  the  activities  of  children,  but  it  can  not  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  the  lack  of  native  ability. 

In  the  teaching  of  the  branches,  the  subjects  that  received  most 
emphasis  were  reading  and  oral  and  written  composition.    In  read- 
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ing,  a  strong  basic  text  that  lends  itself  to  our  course  of  study,  was 
adopted  a  few  years  ago.  To  this  was  added  an  abundance  of  care- 
full}7  selected  supplemental'}'  material  for  each  of  the  grades.  The  re- 
sults are  to  be  seen  in  greater  fluency,  more  intelligent  expression  and 
in  a  constantly  growing  taste  for  good  literature.  More  stress  was 
placed  upon  oral  and  written  composition  in  the  grammar  grades 
than  formerly  with  a  view  to  a  closer  articulation  with  the  English 
work  of  the  high  school. 

The  subject  in  which  the  greatest  improvement  was  made  in  the 
grades  was  penmanship.  That  the  improvement  was  greatest  here 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  greatest  room  for  improvement  was  here. 
As  a  rule,  our  pupils  wrote  legibly,  but  they  wasted  much  precious 
time  for  the  reason  that  their  writing  was  entirely  too  slow.  To 
remedy  this  failing,  a  year  ago,  one  of  our  best  systems  of  muscular 
penmanship  was  introduced  into  the  first  seven  grades.  The  teachers 
took  up  the  work  with  enthusiasm,  and  as  a  result,  in  less  than  a 
year  quite  a  transformation  has  been  wrought. 

The  new  course  of  study  with  but  eight  years  below  the  high  school, 
with  its  ample  provision  for  constructive  work,  such  as  sewing  and 
domestic  science  for  the  girls  and  manual  training  for  the  boys  has 
worked  out  thus  far  with  but  little  friction  anywhere. 

Also,  as  far  as  the  directors  are  concerned,  this  has  been  one  of 
our  best  years.  Good  teaching  depends  upon  the  selection  and  reten- 
tion of  good  teachers;  therefore  if  creditable  work  has  been  done  in 
the  class  rooms,  not  a  little  of  the  credit  belongs  to  the  directors. 
But  it  is  in  the  realm  of  the  material  side  of  the  work  that  their 
activities  for  the  year  show  out  most  plainly.  The  converting  of 
many  of  our  dingy  school  rooms  into  places  of  neatness  and  attrac- 
tiveness to  pupils  and  teachers  as  well,  was  by  no  means  the  least 
important  of  these  activities. 

The  provision  made  for  two  much  needed  additional  rooms  for  the 
commercial  department  of  our  high  school,  together  with  the  changes 
looking  toward  the  improvement  of  the  high  school  auditorium,  all 
at  a  minimum  of  expense,  was  another  of  these  commendable  activi- 
ties. But  doubtless  the  most  important  of  them  all  was  the  erection 
of  an  up-to-date  six-room  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Hy- 
gienic district.  This  building  when  completed,  will  serve  not  only  for 
the  education  of  the  children,  but  it  will  adapt  itself  as  a  center  of 
social  uplift  to  the  entire  community. 
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SUNBURY — 1.  0.  M.  Ellenberger. 


Our  schools  are  rapidly  increasing  in  numbers.  There  were  en- 
rolled during  the  term  2,745  pupils,  of  which  number  394  were  in 
the  high  school,  and  170  in  the  Central  grammar  school. 

The  courses  of  study  were  so  changed  as  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  prepare  our  high  school  graduates  for  admission  to  the  colleges 
and  universities  of  our  country.  About  one-third  of  the  members 
of  the  graduating  class  have  arranged  to  enter  higher  institutions  of 
learning.  Their  work  is  very  commendable.  We  are  pleased  to  re- 
port that  the  graduates  of  the  commercial  department  are  meeting 
the  requirements  of  the  business  public.  Our  senior  class  numbered 
53,  of  whom  32  were  young  women,  and  21  young  men.  One  hundred 
and  forty  were  admitted  to  the  high  school,  having  graduated  from 
the  Central  grammar  school. 

On  the  Thanksgiving  occasion,  instead  of  donating  foods  and 
clothing  to  the  poor  of  our  town,  the  pupils  make  a  money  contribu- 
tion. The  contribution  amounted  to  $233.01.  The  disbursement  of 
this  fund  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  high  school  charity  com- 
mittee to  be  expended  for  the  relief  of  deserving  pupils. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  our  city  is  rapidly  increasing. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  semi-monthly,  at  which  educational 
subjects  were  discussed.     Grade  meetings  were  held  from  time  to 

time. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  well  attended.  The  instruc- 
tion was  profitable. 

Of  the  sixty-three  teachers  employed  during  the  term,  six  hold  col- 
lege diplomas;  nine  normal  diplomas;  thirty-six  permanent  certifi- 
cates, and  seven  provisional  certificates.  Three  regular  teachers 
were  added  during  the  year. 

The  high  schools  offers  four  courses  of  study,  the  Classical,  Latin- 
Scientific,  English  and  Commercial.  These  courses  were  so  designed 
and  planned  as  to  fit  the  graduates  to  enter  without  conditions  our 
higher  classical  and  technical  institutions,  and  also  to  be  prepared 
to  enter  commercial  houses. 

Professor  W.  W.  Fetzer,  principal  of  our  high  school,  resigned 
February  1st,  to  accept  the  superintendency  of  the  Milton  schools. 
Professor  M.  L.  W.  Lahr,  assistant  principal  was  elected  principal, 
and  Miss  Kathryne  Bier  was  elected  to  head  the  department  of 
mathematics. 

22—6—1914 
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On  the  evening  of  May  16th,  the  high  school  building  caught  fire 
causing  a  loss  of  about  $4000.     Insurance  fully  covered  the  loss. 
As  only  twelve  days  of  school  remained  and  the  first  floor  rooms  could, 
be  used,  we  lost  little  time  in  completing  the  work  of  the  year. 

Our  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for  their  professional  zeal. 
Thirty  per  cent,  of  them  attended  summer  schools,  at  Pennsylvania 
State  College,  Cornell  University,  and  Boston. 

Diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  were  epidemic  with  us  for  several 
months.  The  schools  were  closed  for  two  weeks,  and  quarantine 
regulations  strictly  enforced;  thus  these  diseases  were  stamped  out. 

The  Compulsory  School  Law  and  the  vaccination  law  were  strictly 
enforced. 

For  the  success  of  our  schools  much  credit  is  due  to  the  foresight 
of  the  directors,  the  support  of  the  citizens  and  the  help  of  the 
State  Department. 


TAMA  QUA— J.  F.  Derr. 


The  17th  of  June  marked  the  close  of  the  most  successful  school 
year  in  the  history  of  Tamaqua.  The  year  was  full  of  the  educa- 
tional spirit,  which  brought  forth  splendid  results  along  all  lines. 
The  teachers  faithful  and  persevering,  the  Board  of  Education  mind- 
ful of  its  duty  and  responsibility,  and  a  public  appreciating  faithful 
service  in  the  school  room,  are  factors,  that  made  it  possible  to  have 
such  a  pleasant  and  profitable  year. 

An  impressive  baccalaureate  sermon  was  preached  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, June  14th.  by  Bev.  William  F.  Nieholls.  pastor  of  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Church.  On  the  evening  of  June  17,  eighteen  young 
people,  six  young  men  and  twelve  young  women,  were  graduated. 
Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  President  of  Pennsylvania  State  College,  de- 
livered the  commencement  address  on  the  theme,  "The  Great  Cruci- 
ble." His  address  was  full  of  practical  instruction  and  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  a  large  audience.  A  goodly  number  of  the  graduates 
expect  to  continue  their  work  in  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

The  enrollment  during  the  year  was,  boys  1,153,  girls  1,061,  total 
2.214.  The  enrollment  was  never,  in  any  one  year,  as  large  as  this. 
The  average  daily  attendance  was,  boys  941,  girls  902,  total  1,843. 
The  percentage  of  attendance  was  95.  This  excellent  showing  was 
largely  due  to  the  constant  alertness  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
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and  the  faithfulness  of  the  attendance  officer.     A  few  arrests  were 
made  for  non-compliance  with  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 

Grade  and  general  teachers'  meetings  were  regularly  held  during 
the  year.  "How  to  Study  and  Teaching  How  to  Study,"  by  F.  M.  Mc- 
Murray,  was  the  basis  for  study  and  discussions  at  the  general 
teachers'  meetings. 

A  brief  review  of  the  growth  of  the  schools  in  the  last  six  years 
is  a  matter  of  interest.  It  gives  an  idea  of  what  has  been  done 
during  that  time.  Six  years  ago,  the  high  school  had  no  rating  at 
all.  For  more  than  three  years,  it  has  been  recognized  as  a  first 
rate  high  school.  There  were  two  teachers  in  this  department  six 
years  ago,  now  it  has  four  and  will  have  five  the  coming  year.  A 
commercial  department  has  been  added,  which  department  has  al- 
ready been  instrumental  in  placing  young  people  in  desirable  posi- 
tions. . 

In  these  years,  the  text  books  with  two  exceptions  have  in  all  the 
grades  been  changed.  This  change  in  texts  has  brought  into  the 
schools  the  most  modern  school  books  on  the  market. 

In  this  time,  eleven  teachers  have  been  added  to  the  corps.  A 
laboratory  for  teaching  physics  and  chemistry  has  been  established, 
and  the  primary  pupils  have  all-day  sessions,  while  heretofore,  they 

were  on  half  time. 

The  schools  are  better  graded  and  more  efficient  work  is  done  now 
than  at  any  time  in  the  past.  When  more  school  buildings  have 
been  erected  and  more  teachers  added,  still  much  better  work  can 

be  done. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  the  loyal  and  efficient  body  of 
teachers,  who  so  nobly  did  their  work.  They  were  employed  on 
merit  and  were  allowed  to  put  their  individuality  and  heart  into 
the  work.  The  result,  therefore,  has  been  that,  which  compares 
favorably  with  the  best. 

It  is  commendable  to  report,  that  the  people  of  Tamaqua  sanctioned 
by  vote  to  increase  the  indebtedness  of  the  district  to  the  extent  of 
$30,000  for  enlarging  the  school  facilities.  In  consequence  of  this, 
two  four  room  buildings  are  already  in  course  of  erection.  This  will 
mean  additional  grade  teachers,  and  will  largely  remedy  the  con- 
gested condition  with  which  we  had  to  contend  for  years. 
5  Sincere  thanks  are  due  the  ladies  of  the  civic  club  of  Tamaqua, 
who  so  generously  donated  to  the  high  school  four  sets  of  up  to  date 

books. 

We  are  also  grateful  to  the  State  Department  for  the  many  courte- 
sies extended  us  during  the  year. 
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TAEENTUM— A.  I).  Endsley. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed,  we  have  endeavored  to  hold 
our  lines  at  all  points  and  to  give  additional  strength  and  support 
where  such  help  was  needed.  With  an  efficient  and  harmonious 
school  hoard  and  an  enthusiastic  band  of  teachers,  the  work  has  been 
both  pleasurable  and  inspiring. 

Drill  in  public  speaking  has  been  made  a  part  of  the  regular  work 
in  English  in  the  high  school,  under  a  competent  instructor.  It  has 
stimulated  interest  in  the  work  of  the  literary  societies  quite  ap- 
preciably. Our  school  furnished  a  debating  team  for  the  [high 
school  debating  contest  in  Allegheny  county,  arranged  by  the  county 
superintendent  and  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  and  although  not  a 
winner,  we  profited  much  from  the  experience. 

Wood  working  was  introduced  into  our  schools  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  The  boys  of  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and 
of  the  first  and  second  years  of  the  high  school  spent  one  and  one- 
half  hours  each  week  in  the  shop.  In  the  third  and  fourth  year  of 
the  high  school  it  was  given  as  a  regular  elective  study,  eighty  min- 
utes daily  being  given  to  the  work.  The  elective  class  was  com- 
posed almost  wholly  of  boys  who  expect  to  take  technical  courses  in 
college.  These  boys  without  exception  pronounce  their  manual  train- 
ing the  most  valuable  work  of  their  high  school  course.  How  much 
credit  shall  we  give  their  judgment  in  the  matter? 

While  the  boys  were  engaged  in  manual  training,  the  girls  of  the 
corresponding  classes  had  instruction  and  practice  in  sewing,  under 
their  regular  teachers.  The  exhibits  of  the  results  of  the  work  in 
manual  training  and  sewing  on  our  annual  Patron's  days  in  each 
building  roused  the  enthusiasm  of  the  parents  to  the  highest  pitch. 
"That  is  the  type  of  work  we  want  our  children  to  learn  to  do  in 
school,"  said  these  working  men  and  women.  With  such  approval,  it 
was  an  easy  matter  to  secure  an  appropriation  for  fitting  up  a  domes- 
tic science  school  kitchen  for  next  year. 

A  definite  course  in  vocal  music  has  been  arranged  as  an  elective 
in  the  high  school,  and  hereafter  one-half  unit  in  that  subject  will- 
be  counted  toward  graduation.  The  same  credit  will  be  given  to  the 
members  of  the  high  school  orchestra  who  spend  the  required  time  in 
practice. 

At  commencement  a  class  of  thirty-eight  pupils  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  The  address  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  of  Juniata  Col- 
lege on  that  occasion  was  highly  appreciated.  A  class  of  sixty- 
seven  pupils  finished  the  eighth  grade,  every  one  of  whom  expects  to 
enter  high  school  in  the  fall. 
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TAYLOR  —Wm.  S.  Robinson. 


Our  school  term  of  nine  and  one-half  months  closed  June  12th. 
The  attendance  was  somewhat  higher  than  last  year,  the  total  en- 
rollment being  1807  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  88.  The  at- 
tendance at  night  school  was  also  much  better  than  during  the 
preceding  year. 

A  class  of  twenty-three  was  graduated  from  the  high  school;  nine- 
teen from  the  academic  department  and  four  from  the  commercial 
department.  This  was  the  largest  class  to  be  graduated  from  the 
three-year  high  school  course.  Dr.  S.  E.  Weber,  Superintendent  of 
Scranton  schools,  delivered  the  commencement  address. 

At  the  opening  of  the  teini  a  new  room  was  finished  in  the  high 
school  building  for  the  commercial  students.  This  gives  them  ample 
room  for  their  work.  Two  of  the  smaller  buildings  were  repaired 
and  made  more  attractive  for  school  purposes.  Others  are  in  need 
of  similar  treatment.  A  new  two-room  building  is  being  erected 
this  summer.  This  will  enable  the  pupils  in  that  section  of  the  town 
to  complete  the  grammar  work  before  coming  to  the  high  school 
building.  Our  greatest  need  has  been  more  room  for  the  primary 
grades.     Many  of  the  rooms  have  too  many  pupils. 

As  in  all  industrial  communities,  our  schools  suffer  a  great  loss 
of  pupils  in  the  intermediate  and  grammar  grades.  One  of  our 
greatest  problems  is  to  keep  the  boys  and  girls  in  school  after  they 
are  fourteen  years  of  age.  This  makes  it  imperative  that  we  teach 
them  the  things  which  will  be  most  useful  to  them,  in  after  life  as 
well  as  those  required  to  enter  high  school. 

Teachers'  meetings  have  been  held  regularly  during  the  year.  In 
addition  to  the  discussion  of  current  school  topics  a  study  was  made 
of  "The  Recitation"  by  Betts.  The  teachers  have  shown  good  inter- 
est in  the  meetings  and  other  educational  movements.  Several  even- 
ing lectures  for  the  public  were  promoted  by  them.  Next  year  we 
hope  to  have  more. 

The  efficiency  of  a  school  system  cannot  be  measured  accurately, 
however,  we  feel  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  one. 
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THROOP— John  J.  O'Hara. 


My  report  for  the  year  ending  July  does  not  differ  materially  from 
that  of  last  year.  We  were,  as  usual,  greatly  overcrowded  in  our 
primary  departments,  yet  our  teachers  have  done  splendid  work  un- 
der very  difficult  conditions.  We  have  made  an  effort  during  the 
year  to  improve  and  enrich  our  course  of  study  and  expect,  during 
the  next  year,  to  test  it  thoroughly. 

We  have  added  another  year  to  our  high  school  course  and  now 
have  a  full  three  year  course.  The  benefit,  we  hope  our  children 
will  derive  from  this,  needs  no  comment  as  it  is  generally  understood. 

We  have  in  process  of  erection  a  new  four  room  building  which, 
when  completed,  will  relieve  the  overcrowding  which  has  retarded  the 
work  in  the  lower  grades  for  the  past  few  years. 


TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


The  schools  of  Titusville  had  one  of  the  best  years  in  their  history 
during  the  school  year  just  closed.  This  is  especially  true  of  the 
high  school.  While  the  registration  was  not  increased  the  general 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  school  among  the  patrons  was  manifestly 
much  intensified.  The  school  board  introduced  sewing  and  cooking 
into  the  high  school  for  all  girls  and  established  a  domestic  or  house- 
hold arts  course  in  the  high  school,  constituting  a  vocational  depart- 
ment under  the  act  of  the  last  legislature  authorizing  such  depart- 
ments. An  evidence  of  the  increasing  interest  in  the  high  school  as 
well  as  in  all  the  schools  of  the  city  is  seen  in  the  action  of  the  ladies 
of  the  city  who  raised,  among  the  women  of  the  district,  sufficient 
funds  to  equip  in  the  best  and  most  complete  form  the  sewing  and 
cooking  departments  established  by  the  school  board.  The  popularity 
of  the  movement  is  seen  in  the  large  number  of  subscriptions  to  the 
fund,  amounting  to  several  hundred  dollars  and  varying  from  one 
cent  to  one  hundred  dollars.  Perhaps  nothing  in  recent  years  has 
done  more  to  arouse  a  deeper  interest  in  the  work  of  the  public  schools 
here  than  this  movement.  All  girls  from  the  fifth  grade  through  the 
high  school  are  now  receiving  instruction  in  sewing  and  all  girls 
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from  the  seventh  grade  through  the  high  school  are  receiving  instruc- 
tion in  cooking.  Another  evidence  of  the  increasing  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  high  school  is  found  in  the  large  number  of  prizes  for  ex- 
cellence of  work  in  various  lines  in  the  school.  The  aggregate  amount 
of  such  prizes  for  the  past  year  was  eighty-three  dollars,  in  sums  vary- 
ing from  two  to  ten  dollars. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  one  problem  over  which  teachers  and  supervising- 
officers  are  struggling  more  earnestly  than  over  the  question  of  time 
for  pupils  to  study.  During  the  past  year  and  a  half  we  have  been 
trying  the  experiment  of  spending  less  time  with  recitations  and  giv- 
ing the  pupils  more  time  for  supervised  study.  At  present  all  grades 
above  the  fourth  in  the  elementary  schools  give  the  pupils  at  least 
half  the  school  time  for  study.  During  the  study  periods  the  teacher 
gives  her  time  primarily  to  the  task  of  supervising  the  study  of  the 
pupils  and  assisting  those  who  need  special  attention.  This  works 
out  as  one  phase  of  individual  work.  After  several  years  with  this 
plan  in  part  or  in  whole,  we  hope  we  have  gone  no  small  way  towards 
a  solution  of  the  question  of  home  study  for  grade  pupils.  During 
the  coming  year  we  shall  try  some  experiments  along  the  same  line 
in  the  high  school.  This  question  of  time  for  pupils  to  study  is  one 
which  the  schools  must  solve  in  some  other  way  than  by  expecting 
as  much  home  study  as  now  is  generally  expected.  The  sooner  the 
schools  take  up  the  task  of  solving  it  for  the  high  school  as  well  as  for 
the  grade  school  the  sooner  they  will  learn  better  how  to  serve  the 
community  and  assist  the  pupils  to  learn  the  greatest  of  aU  school 
lessons,  to  work  with  concentration  of  effort  and  attention. 


TYRONE— H.  S.  Fleck. 


In  submitting  my  sixth  annual  report  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  state  that  at  no  time  in  a  period  of  six  years  have  the  schools  of 
Tyrone  been  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  than  at  present. 

During  the  year  the  attendance— always  a  factor  to  be  reckoned 
in  securing  results— was  such  as  to  betoken  a  commendable  zeal  in 
pupils  and  to  indicate  exceptional  interest  such  as  every  parent  ought 
to  have  in  the  educational  welfare  of  his  children.  The  average  per- 
centage of  attendance  for  the  nine  months  was  ninety-five.  During 
one  month  of  the  nine,  seventy-one  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  enrolled, 
attended  every  day. 
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Departmental  teaching  which  last  year  worked  so  satisfactorily  in 
the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  the  Logan  building,  was  this  year 
extended  to  include  similar  grades  of  the  Adams  building.  This  gave 
teachers  the  opportunity  to  specialize,  and  it  gave  pupils  of  the  higher 
grades  the  exceptional  advantage  of  having  both  sexes  for  teachers. 

Twenty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  were  new  to  the  district;  this 
however  did  not  militate  against  progress.  An  effort  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  employ  only  such  teachers  as  held  certificates  higher  than 
the  provisional  grade  was  successful.  A  large  number  of  the  teach- 
ers enrolled  as  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  As- 
sociation. Teachers  meetings  were  regularly  conducted;  the  book 
used  at  these  meetings  was  William  Hawley  Smith's  "All  the  Chil- 
dren of  All  the  People." 

It  is  with  feelings  of  sadness  and  deep  regret  that  we  report  the 
death  of  Professor  James  Linn  Potter  Gregg,  the  esteemed  principal 
of  the  Adams  school.  Mr.  Gregg  was  well  fitted  for  the  position 
he  has  so  ably  filled  in  the  Tyrone  schools  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  Big-hearted,  genial  natured,  of  kind  disposition,  intensely 
loyal,  strong  in  discipline,  honest  in  principle,  faithful  to  duty — all 
of  these  was  Jim  Gregg,  the  efficient  teacher;  and  no  attribute  is 
more  praiseworthy  than  the  last. 

In  November  our  pupils  contributed  $46.05  for  the  worthy  poor  of 
the  town,  and  in  December  they  made  a  contribution  of  $13.13  to- 
ward a  community  Christmas  tree  which  was  erected  on  one  of  our 
paved  streets. 

Lectures,  concerts,  and  other  attractions  were  held  in  the  high 
school  auditorium  from  time  to  time  during  the  year.  Some  of  these 
entertainments  were  free,  and  to  some  an  admission  fee  was  charged. 
Among  the  plays  given,  Goldsmith's  "She  Stoops  to  Conquer"  was 
very  well  rendered  by  high  school  students.  From  the  proceeds  of 
this  attraction  eighty-one  dollars  were  placed  to  the  library  fund. 

Special  exercises  relative  to  the  anniversaries  of  Washington  and 
Lincoln  were  held  in  all  of  the  grade  schools  on  Friday,  February 
20th.  The  several  rooms  were  nicely  decorated,  the  national  colors 
predominating,  and  the  exercises  were  largely  of  a  patriotic  nature. 
Delegations  of  veterans  from  the  G.  A.  R.  visited  in  the  different 
buildings  where  special  honors  awaited  them.  Hundreds  of  other 
visitors  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  specially 
prepared  programs. 

On  April  24th  (arbor  day)  1,600  white  ash  trees  were  given  to  the 
pupils  by  W.  F.  Gable  of  Altoona.  Mr.  Gable  thus  followed  his  cus- 
tom of  former- years  in  encouraging  tree  planting  and  reforestation. 
Last  year  he  gave  to  every  school  child  in  Blair  county  an  elm  tree; 
the  year  previous  he  gave  a  maple  tree,  and  prior  to  that  a  catalpa. 
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In  this  lumber  wasting  age  the  lesson  on  conservation  thus  taught  is 
well  worth  while. 

Generally  speaking  the  work  in  all  of  the  grades  was  indeed  com- 
mendable. Among  the  regular  attendants  there  were  practically  no 
failures,  unless  we  except  a  few  "born  short"  pupils  who  must  at 
least  receive  credit  for  honest  effort.  Of  course  there  are  always 
those  who  are  irregular,  careless,  and  disinterested.  They  are  our 
problems.  Like  the  poor  they  are  always  with  us,  and  we  must  put 
forth  best  efforts  to  make  them  worthy  citizens. 

The  work  in  domestic  science,  department  of  cooking,  was  extended 
to  include  the  students  of  the  sophomore  class.  In  a  short  time  this 
advantageous  course  will  be  taken  only  by  the  first  year  students 
of  the  high  school,  and  eventually  it  may  be  extended  and  confined 
to  the  grammar  grade. 

Our  schools  closed  in  splendid  condition.  The  baccalaureate  ser- 
vices were  held  on  the  evening  of  May  24th.,  the  junior  contest  on  the 
following  evening,  May  25th,  and  the  graduation  exercises  on  May 
26th.  The  several  events  during  the  closing  week  were  exceptionally 
good  and  were  well  patronized  by  an  appreciative  public.  Hon.  Reed 
B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  delivered  the  commence- 
ment address.  The  discourse  was  most  pleasing  and  decidedly  help- 
ful. The  speaker  aimed  to  set  before  the  graduates  proper  ideals  of 
true  worth  and  character,  the  dignity  of  labor,  and  the  joy  of  service 
In  the  graduating  class  which  Dumbered  thirty-five,  there  were 
twenty  young  ladies  and  fifteen  young  men.  We  take  pride  in  re- 
cording a  class  whose  numbers  as  to  male  and  female  are  so  fairly 
proportioned. 

During  the  present  administration  which  extends  over  a  period  of 
six  years,  many  things  worth  while  have  been  accomplished.  There 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  school  enrollment  of  nearly  three  hun- 
dred. Nine  new  schools  have  been  established,  and  eleven  additional 
teachers  employed. 

A  four  room  annex  has  been  constructed  at  the  Adams  building 
at  a  cost  of  f  12,000,  and  a  $55,000  high  school  has  been  erected  and 
equipped.  The  grounds  have  been  graded  and  sodded,  new  pave- 
ments with  inside  and  outside  curbs  have  been  laid,  flag  poles  have 
been  planted,  and  many  rooms  electrically  lighted  at  all  three  of  our 
ward  buildings. 

A  library  of  several  hundred  volumes  with  sectional  case  shelving 
has  been  placed  in  the  high  school.  Medical  inspection  of  schools  has 
been  instituted.  Supervision  of  drawing  has  been  inaugurated  in  all 
of  the  grades  and  a  domestic  science  department  has  been  installed 
and  equipped.  The  course  of  study  has  been  strengthened.  Ar- 
rangements have  been  made  looking  toward  a  manual  training  de- 
partment ;  this  will  be  added  next  year. 
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Fire  drills  have  been  perfected,  the  system  of  records  improved, 
and,  for  the  last  two  years  only  teachers  holding  certificates  above 
the  grade  of  provisional  have  been  employed.  Telephones  have  been 
placed  in  all  of  the  buildings. 

During  the  six  year  administration  the  superintendent  made  1983 
visits  to  schools  and  conducted  171  teacher's  meetings.  Some  of  the 
books  used  in  teacher's  meetings  were  McMurry's  "How  to  Study," 
Colgroves's  "The  Teacher  and  the  School,"  Seeley's  "New  School 
Management,"  Smith's  "All  the  Children  of  All  the  People,"  and 
"Julius  Caesar." 


UNIONTOWN— C.  J.  Scott. 


The  attendance  for  the  past  school  year  showed  that  one-sixth  of 
the  city's  entire  population  went  to  school.  Of  seventy-two  gradu- 
ates, a  majority  were  young  men.  At  the  commencement  exercises 
Dr  William  H.  Crawford,  president  of  Allegheny  College,  delivered 
a  scholarly  address  to  the  class.  The  occasion  was  of  interest  to  him 
in  that  two  alumni  of  Allegheny  were  completing  their  term  of  of- 
fice the  high  school  principal,  Mr.  T.  T.  Allen,  who  had  accepted  the 
superintendent  of  the  Vandergrift  schools,  and  the  superintendent 
of  the  Wilmington,  Delaware,  schools. 

The  effort  to  make  the  high  school  of  use  to  the  public  out  of  school 
hours  again  met  with  success.  The  gymnasium  was  used  by  citizens' 
classes  nearly  every  evening  of  the  week,  and  the  auditorium  was 
almost  in  constant  demand.  The  high  school  pupils  contributed 
three  free  entertainments;  one  by  the  mandolin-guitar  club  and  or- 
chestra, one  by  the  glee  club  and  choruses,  and  one  by  the  English 

department. 

A  night  school  was  inaugurated  during  the  year  and  three  instruc- 
tors were  employed.  The  classes  were  largely  composed  of  adult  for- 
eigners who  were  taught  English,  history  and  civics.  The  great  need 
of  such  a  school  was  at  once  made  evident.  The  eagerness  and  earn- 
estness of  these  men  and  women  made  possible  the  accomplishment  of 
much  -ood  To  the  writers  knowledge,  that  was  the  only  night  school 
in  Fayette  county.  No  section  of  the  State  has  greater  need  of  such 
schools  since  so  large  a  percentage  of  its  population  is  made  up  of 
foreigners  who  are  being  naturalized  with  no  apportunity  to  become 
intelligent  citizens. 
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May  15  was  designated  as  Visitors'  Day,  when  fully  2,000  people 
availed  themselves  of  this  special  opportunity  to  inspect  the  schools 
and  their  work.  Considerable  interest  was  shown  in  the  displays  of 
writing,  sewing,  drawing  and  in  the  music  of  the  schools.  The  high 
school  departments  of  physical  education,  civics  and  domestic  science 
gave  exhibits  which  attracted  many  visitors. 

The  City  Teachers'  Institute  was  very  satisfactory  and  gave  us 
much  practical  help.  Among  the  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  George 
Becht,  of  the  State  Department;  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  College;  Dr.  Robertson  and  Miss  Alice  Corgin,  of 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Dr.  Wiehl,  of  the  University  of 

West  Virginia.  ,  .  , 

During  the  term  a  survey  of  the  schools  was  made  by  a  visiting 
social  worker  of  prominence.  She  found  some  things  to  commend, 
but  criticized  the  lack  of  sufficient  fire  drills  and  the  janitor  service 
in  the  buildings  visited.  She  suggested  some  changes  in  the  toilet 
rooms  and  in  the  window  blinds.  She  thought  the  Central  building 
was  not  well  enough  lighted. 

The  class-room  work  during  the  year  was  characterized  by  better 
preparation  and  better  knowledge  of  methods  of  teaching.  The  al- 
most total  absence  of  corporal  punishment;  the  cheerful,  social  at- 
mosphere of  the  school  rooms,  with  its  result  of  making  pupils  happy 
at  work ;  the  fraternal  spirit  of  co-operation  of  all  teachers,  with  its 
result  of  making  congenial  and  progressive  the  life  of  the  school,  are 
other  achievements  which  characterize  the  Uniontown  schools  and 
of  which  they  may  be  proud. 

The  citizens  of  Uniontown  have  been  eager  for  good  schools  and 
have  been  willing  to  pay  the  cost  which  good  schools  necessitate.  The 
desire  to  do  much  and  the  best  for  their  girls  and  boys,  and  the  whole- 
hearted interest  taken  in  their  schools,  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the 
Uniontown  parents  and  taxpayers. 

The  Boards  of  Education  have  included  many  able,  devoted  and 
high-minded  men  who  have  served  their  city  well  in  the  supremely  im- 
portant work  of  educating  its  youth. 

The  teaching  body  of  the  schools  is  composed  to  a  large  extent 
of  superior  teachers,  well  informed,  self-sacrificing,  devoted  and  loyal ; 
some  of  them  unusually  skilled  and  gifted.  They  have  as  one  of  their 
leaders  a  person  who  is  the  embodiment  of  all  the  excellent  qualities 
mentioned  as  found  in  the  general  teaching  body,  and  who  has  had 
much  to  do  in  inculcating  them  there.  This  person  is  Miss  Ella 
Peach,  assistant  superintendent  of  schools,  who  for  forty  years  has 
given  unsparingly  of  her  abundant  talent  and  energy  and  love  to  the 
upbuilding  of  the  schools  she  serves. 

I  count  myself  fortunate  to  have  served  this  city  seven  years  as 
superintendent,  because  of  its   school  associations  and  because  of 
23 
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the  opportunity  for  constructive  work  which  the  situation  offered. 
Only  another  exceedingly  attractive  field  could  cause  my  withdrawal. 
The  new  superintendent  selected  is  Prof.  Frank  W.  Wright,  for- 
merly for  four  years  our  high  school  principal.  He  comes  well 
equipped  for  the  work,  possesses  much  natural  ability  and  will  ren- 
der efficient  service.  The  assistance  and  support  which  the  State  De- 
partment of  Education  has  always  extended  so  ably  and  consider- 
ately to  me,  is  most  deeply  appreciated  and  hereby  acknowledged. 


WARREN— R,  T.  Adams. 


I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  school  year  ending  July 
1st,  1914.     The  schools  closed  June  5th. 
The  following  are  the  statistics  for  the  school  year : 

The  number  of  school  buildings  is  6. 

The  number  of  school  rooms  is  75. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  was  74. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  2,398. 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  2,028. 

The  percent  of  attendance  was  96. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  was  302. 

The  number  of  graduates  from  the  high  school  was  42. 

The  number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  was  3. 

The  number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates  was  8. 

The  number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates  was  26. 

The  number  of  teachers  holding  State  normal  certificates  was  4. 

The  number  of  teachers  holding  State  normal  diplomas  was  20. 

The  number  of  teachers  holding  Special  certificates  was  6. 

The  number  of  teachers  holding  college  diplomas  was  7. 

In  September  we  introduced  kindergartens  in  Warren  for  the  first 
time,  and  organized  a  kindergarten  in  each  of  the  four  principal 
buildings.     170  children  attended  these  schools. 

During  the  last  summer  and  first  part  of  the  winter  we  built  an 
addition  of  6  rooms  to  one  of  our  buildings  and  an  addition  of  2  to 
another.  This  gives  us  ample  room  for  the  grades  at  present,  but 
the  high  school  building  was  over  crowded  and  we  find  it  necessary  to 
make  an  addition  to  this  building.     We  now  have  plans  almost  ready 
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for  an  addition  covering  a  ground  space  155  x  64  feet.  In  this 
building  we  propose  to  place  all  the  modern  conveniences,  facilities 
and  equipment  including  manual  training,  mechanical  drawing,  do- 
mestic science,  domestic  art,  household  arts,  gymnasium,  lockers,  an 
auditorium,  study  halls,  offices,  etc.  etc. 

Our  medical  inspector  Dr.  M.  V.  Ball  gave  very  careful  and 
painstaking  attention  to  the  physical  welfare  of  the  pupils.  The 
compulsory  attendance  law  was  very  effectually  enforced  by  our 
attendance  officer  Mrs.  F.  Ada  Unger  and  the  Superintendent. 

During  the  year  we  had  several  meetings  of  the  Parent-Teacher 
Association,  and  also  several  lectures  before  the  body  of  teachers  by 
lecturers  of  nation-wide  reputation.  The  teachers  of  Sheffield  and 
Youngsville  attended  one  of  these  lectures. 

On  June  8th  we  organized  a  vacation  school  with  three  teachers, 
which  will  continue  two  months.  The  object  of  this  school  is  to 
help  those  pupils  who  failed  to  make  up  the  deficiency  and  enable  a 
certain  group  of  strong  pupils  to  gain  a  half  year  by  doing  one 
semester  in  the  two  months.     About  150  pupils  are  in  attendance. 

We  feel  that  we  have  had  a  very  successful  school  year,  and  with 
the  improvements  now  under  consideration  we  think  Warren  will 
have  a  school  system  equal  to  the  best  of  the  school  systems  of  the 
smaller  cities. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  patrons,  teachers  and  directors 
for  their  interest  and  assistance,  and  also  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  its  aid  and  advice  during  the  year. 


WASHINGTON— T.  G.  McCleary. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Wash- 
ington borough  schools  for  the  school  year  1913-1914:  The  schools 
were  open  180  days  during  the  year,  the  total  enrollment  was  3,731, 
the  average  attendance  2,981.  Number  of  teachers,  principals  and 
supervisors  was  107.  The  high  school  passed  the  500  mark  for  the 
first  time,  total  enrollment  524.  Number  graduating  from  the  high 
school  during  the  year  was  76,  24  graduating  in  January  and  52  in 
June,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school. 

Turning  back  three  years  to  the  beginning  of  domestic  science 
followed  by  manual  training,  grammar  school  on  the  departmental 
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plan  and  revision  of  the  course  of  study,  we  find  that  the  school  en- 
rollment has  increased  256,  50  of  which  show  the  growth  of  popula- 
tion and  were  scattered  through  the  first  six  years  of  the  school  and 
206  increase  were  scattered  through  the  last  six  years  of  the  school 
and  shows  our  greater  ability  to  interest  and  hold  the  pupils  in 
school.  The  206  were  scattered  as  follows:  23  in  the  seventh  grades, 
42  in  the  grammar  school  and  141  in  the  high  school. 

A  special  school  for  over-age  pupils  was  opened  in  September  and 
located  in  the  high  school  building.  The  school  was  in  charge  of  a 
teacher  making  a  special  study  of  backward  pupils.  There  were  15 
to  18  enrolled  during  the  year  and  the  result  of  the  work  was  very 
^ratifying.  The  boys  were  given  work  in  the  manual  training  shop, 
mechanical  drawing,  free-hand  drawing,  basketry  and  clay  modeling 
besides  work  in  the  elementary  subjects. 

The  manual  training,  domestic  science  and  art  departments  held 
an  exhibit  in  the  high  school  building  on  the  afternoon  and  evening 
of  May  29th.  The  work  of  the  pupils  was  of  a  very  high  order  and 
we  had  a  large  number  of  patrons  present  who  expressed  themselves 
freely  on  the  merits  of  the  work. 

The  Board  of  School  Directors  has  contributed  all  that  could  be 
asked  for  in  the  way  of  samples,  books,  equipment  of  various  kinds 
and  substantial  buildings. 

We  closed  a  very  satisfactory  and  successful  year. 


WAYNESBORO— J.  H.  Reber. 


Our  schools  closed  May  27,  at  the  close  of  a  very  satisfactory  year's 
work  in  most  all  of  its  phases. 

The  enrollment  in  all  departments  for  the  year  was  one  thousand 
five  hundred  twenty-five,  seven  hundred  seventy-five  males  and  seven 
hundred  fifty  females,  of  this  number  more  than  two  hundred  were 
enrolled  in  the  high  school  and  two  hundred  eight  in  the  consoli- 
dated grammar  school. 

The  exercises  of  commencement  week  were  of  a  high  order  and 
were  attended  by  large  appreciative  audiences.  On  the  evening  of 
May  22,  the  senior  class  rendered  the  difficult  comedy,  "The  Rivals," 
in  a  manner  that  would  have  done  credit  to  experienced  performers. 
On  Sunday  evening,  the  24th  Rev.  W.  H.  Orr,  of  the  Presbyterian 
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church,  preached  the  sermon.  The  churches  of  town  were  closed 
and  the  people  joined  with  the  schools  in  a  union  service  in  the  high 
school  building.  On  Tuesday  evening,  May  26th,  seventy-eight  pupils 
were  transferred  to  the  high  school  from  the  grammar  school  depart- 
ment. The  exercises  by  the  class  were  most  pleasing.  "Merry  Com- 
pany "  (a  comic  operatta),  was  given  in  a  manner  most  delightful  to 
the  great  audience.  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  principal  of  the  Shippensburg 
Normal  School,  gave  a  stirring  address,  which  was  full  of  practical 
thought  not  only  for  parent  and  child  but  for  all  others  present. 
The  exercises  of  the  week  closed  on  Thursday  evening,  May  28th, 
when  a  class  of  fortv-seven  was  graduated,  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  school.  Prof.  Leon  C.  Prince,  of  Dickinson  college  delivered 
a  fine  address  on  this  occasion. 

Many  of  our  young  men  and  women  pursue  advanced  studies  after 
completing  their  high  school  course,  and  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  those  who  desire  to  enter  college  or  normal  schools,  we  have  so 
arranged  our  courses  as  to  meet  these  requirements.    We  also  have 
courses  complete  in  themselves  for  those  who  do  not  wish  to  con- 
tinue their  studies  further  than  the  high  school.     Of  these  courses  we 
are  proud  to  mention  the  commercial.     The  work  done  in  this  depart- 
ment is  of  a  high  order  and  compares  most  favorably  with  that  done 
in  the  best  commercial  schools  and  colleges  of  the  country.     At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  a  fully  equipped  banking  department  was^  es- 
tablished, and  the  work  done  was  very  practical  and  interesting. 
A  year's  work,  also,  has  been  done  in  the  newly  established  manual 
training  and  household  arts  departments.     Too  high  estimate  can- 
not be  put  upon  these  courses.     There  are  many  pupils  who  are  com- 
pelled to  earn  a  livelihood  as  soon  as  they  leave  the  high  school  and 
for  such,  these  courses  are  well  adapted.     The  ancient  languages 
have  a  practical  as  well  as  a  disciplinary  value  and  should  be  pur- 
sued by  those  who  can  continue  their  studies  after  graduation  or  by 
those  who  have  the  ability  to  get  a  thorough  knowledge  of  what  the 
hio-h  school  offers,  but  we  feel  that  they  should  not  be  forced  upon 
pupils  who  have  but  a  brief  time  to  remain  in  school  or  have  but 
little  capacirv  or  inclination  for  them.     Any  systematically,  well  ar- 
ranged course  when  well  worked  out  by  the  pupil,  will  serve  as  a  cul- 
ture course.     A  smattering  of  the  work  given  in  schools  is  one  of 
the  greatest  evils  of  the  present  day.     Our  courses  are  not  as  full  as 
those  of  many  of  the  high  schools  having  four  year  courses,  but  we  en- 
deavor to  do  well  what  we  undertake  and  as  a  result,  our  pupils  go 
out  stron?  to  take  up  new  and  more  advanced  work.     Quality  and 
not  quantity  is  what  tells  when  knowledge  and  power  are  the  goal. 
Every  day  in  our  schools  is  Patrons'  Day,  but  a  special  day  was 
set  ar>art  for  visitation.     There  was  a  large  attendance  of  visitors,  all 
of  whom  showed  much  interest  and  gratification  with  every  feature  of 
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the  work.  Some  prepared  work  was  on  exhibition,  but  our  aim 
was  to  show  our  work  in  its  every  day  apparel,  so  the  regular  pro- 
gram was  carried  out. 

Our  teachers  did  much  toward  self  improvement  during  the  year. 
Many  books  and  magazines  were  read  and  studied.  The  teachers 
of  each  grade  organized  themselves  for  the  study  and  discussion  of 
educational  topics  bearing  upon  their  particular  grades  as  well  as  of 
those  of  a  general  character.  The  year's  work  was  one  of  profit. 
They  also  pursued  the  Palmer  method  of  penmanship  in  correspond- 
ence. Some  have  the  course  near  completion  and  others  have  it  well 
under  way.  Our  results  in  penmanship  were  not  what  they  should 
have  been  in  the  past,  due  to  the  fact  that  teachers  were  not  properly 
trained  to  teach  the  subject  and  to  the  vertical  system  which  pervaded 
the  country  for  a  number  of  years  and  which  greatly  crippled  the 
penmanship  in  the  schools.  We  now  feel  encouraged  believing  bet- 
ter results  are  to  be  secured. 

The  demands  on  the  public  schools  are  many  and  teachers  must  be 
in  earnest  and  wide  awake  in  order  to  measure  up  to  requirements. 
The  teacher  who  does  not  know  his  Avork  or  who  is  not  willing  to  do 
it  is  not  wanted  in  Waynesboro  and  should  not  be  wanted  anywhere 
else. 

We  feel  that  we  have  great  reason  for  encouragement  and  look 
forward  to  the  coming  year  with  much  pleasure,  believing  that  better 
work  can  be  done  for  the  children  under  our  care,  and  that  we  can 
make  it  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  our  schools.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  the  local  press  we  have  been  able  to  reach  the  people 
and  to  a  large  extent,  through  its  columns,  to  influence  public  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  good  schools,  high  grade  teachers,  and  high  educa- 
tional ideals.  Our  board  of  education  is  to  be  commended  for  the 
very  efficient  manner  in  which  it  performed  its  official  duties.  No 
board  of  directors  could  work  together  more  harmoniously.  It  had 
but  one  thought,  one  object,  namely  to  do  the  best  possible  for  the 
boys  and  girls  under  its  direction.  With  a  board  of  conscientious 
directors,  a  corps  of  competent  teachers,  and  a  community  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  her  children  our  schools  must  be  a  success. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  reports  from  national,  state  and  local  authorities  show  that 
the  cost  of  education  is  steadily  increasing.  As  the  cost  increases 
it  is  necessary  to  justify  each  added  outlay.     This  can  be  done  by 
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showing  that  the  schools  are  caring  for  more  pupils,  that  more  of 
them  stay  to  complete  the  course,  that  they  are  better  fitted  for  their 
life  work  and  their  further  study,  and  that  the  quality  of  the  teaching 
is  constantly  improving. 

It  is  impossible  to  measure  the  value  of  the  product  of  the  schools 
with  the  same  exactness  that  the  manager  of  an  industrial  plant 
measures  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  product  of  the  factory. 
The  results  of  teaching  are  not  immediate,  nor  are  they  always  pon- 
derable. It  is  possible,  however,  to  measure  educational  efficiency 
by  considering  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  the  course  of  study,  and 
the  attitude  of  pupils  and  their  parents  toward  the  school  system. 

If  it  is  found  that  the  pupils  are  in  school  regularly,  that  they  ac- 
quire systematic  habits  of  study,  that  they  get  a  knowledge  of  the 
value  of  success  in  school  and  out  of  it,  that  they  are  promoted  with 
reasonable  regularity,  and  are  so  interested  in  their  work  that  they 
are  anxious  to  remain  to  the  end  of  the  course,  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  the  schools  are  rendering  good  service. 

Measuring  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  in  accordance  with  the  fore- 
going test  there  is  a  reasonable  degree  of  progress.  We  find  many 
parents  willing  to  make  great  personal  sacrifices  to  keep  their  chil- 
dren in  school  after  the  compulsory  age  limit  has  been  passed.  The 
number  of  pupils  completing  the  eighth  grade  and  graduating  from 
the  high  school  is  greater  than  the  average  given  in  the  statistical 
tables  tabulated  in  other  places  of  the  same  population  and  with 
similar  conditions. 

The  time  was  when  most  pupils  had  many  duties  and  outside 
manual  work  to  occupy  their  out  of  school  time.  Tn  country  life 
this  is  still  largely  true,  but  modern  conditions  in  towns  give  meager 
opportunity  for  such  work.  It  is  no  doubt  the  duty  of  the  school 
authorities  to  encourage  industry  and  application  outside  the  school. 
The  habits  acquired  in  performing  home  duties  and  the  responsibility 
connected  with  them  are  of  incalculable  value  in  developing  char- 
acter, and  more  than  that,  in  establishing  a  right  attitude  toward 
work  in  general.  It  is  surely  a  part  of  good  training  to  encourage 
pupils  in  self  directed  efforts  in  the  accomplishment  of  various  tasks 
in  the  home  and  elsewhere  for  themselves  and  for  others. 

In  the  sewing,  domestic  science,  and  manual  training  departments 
the  pupils  learn  much  that  is  valuable  to  them  educationally,  but  un- 
less the  knowledge  acquired  in  the  classroom  is  taken  home  and  put 
to  use,  the  practical  side  of  the  training  is  useless.  Pupils  should  be 
encouraged  in  every  way  to  help  in  the  home.  School  credit  should 
be  given  for  industrial  work  outside  the  school.  This  outside  work  is 
valuable  not  only  in  the  home,  but  it  inculcates  habits  in  the  children 
that  are  harbingers  of  industry  and  frugality  in  later  life.     Outside 
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work  in  music  is  more  important  to  some  pupils  than  some  of  the 
regular  work  in  school;  while  the  planting  and  caring  for  an  acre 
of  corn,  while  school  is  going  on,  may  make  more  for  stability 
of  character  than  an  entire  year  of  latin  in  school. 

For  two  years  our  school  authorities  have  given  credit  for  all  use- 
ful and  profitable  outside  work.  The  results  have  fully  justified  the 
plan.  By  means  of  it  a  closer  relation  has  been  established  between 
the  teachers  and  the  parents,  to  the  advantage  of  both.  Frequently 
pupils,  encouraged  by  the  credit  on  the  home  work  cards,  have  shown 
great  improvement  in  their  regular  school  subjects.  Some  parents 
who  showed  little  interest  in  the  progress  of  their  children,  are  evi- 
dently greatly  aroused,  not  only  by  the  changed  attitude  of  the 
children  toward  their  home  work,  but  by  the  marks  for  home  and 
school  work  as  found  on  the  reports. 

At  the  opening  of  the  school  year  the  school  board  authorized  a 
committee  to  prepare  and  equip  a  room  to  serve  lunch  to  pupils  and 
teachers  in  the  high  school  building.  One  hundred  eighty  dollars 
were  appropriated.  The  boys  in  the  manual  training  rooms  made  the 
tables,  counters,  cupboard,  ticket  window  and  other  wooden  ma- 
terials. The  girls  from  the  domestic  science  classes  have  valuable  ex- 
perience in  helping  in  the  preparation  of  the  foods  and  in  serving. 
The  commercial  classes  have  entire  charge  of  the  bookkeeping,  sale 
of  the  tickets  and  the  accounting.  During  the  first  year  this  depart- 
ment has  not  only  about  paid  expeDses  but  has  given  practical  ex- 
perience to  the  pupils  who  have  helped. 

Medical  inspection  is  doing  much  for  our  pupils  and  their  homes. 
In  the  examinations  are  found  symptoms  of  the  early  stages  of  the 
several  contagious  diseases.  Much  sickness  and  expense  are  thus 
avoided.  Defects  are  found  and  many  of  them  are  corrected.  But 
the  correction  of  defects  is  not  nearly  all  that  medical  inspection  in 
the  schools  should  include.  Prevention  is  far  more  important  than 
cure,  so  that  much  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  educational  side. 
Great  attention  is  paid  to  dental  hygiene,  cleanliness,  good  ventila- 
tion, plenty  of  sleep,  posture  of  the  body  in  standing,  sitting  and 
walking.  The  inspection  is  constantly  directing  the  attention  of  the 
pupils  and  the  teachers  to  those  important  matters  of  good  health. 
Parents  do  not  usually  resent  the  suggestions  of  the  medical  in- 
spector, that  the  child  is  out  late  at  night,  that  he  drinks  too  much 
coffee,  that  he  does  not  get  enough  exercise  in  the  open  air,  that  his 
bad  teeth  prevent  the  nroper  mastication  of  his  food,  that  he  is 
anaemic  because  he  eats  irregularly  or  too  many  sweets.  All  these 
affect  his  development,  impair  his  powers  and  therefore  react  on  his 
school  work.  The  health  of  the  child  is  of  too  great  importance  to 
the  home,  the  school  and  the  community,  for  the  parents  to  resent  any 
honest  efFort  to  build  it  up. 


No.  6. 


WEST  CHESTER.  355 


The  Home  and  School  League  has  done  much  to  bring  the  home 
and  the  school  into  more  intimate  relations.  The  association  had 
several  meetings  in  the  high  school  auditorium  in  which  a  lecturer 
of  note  gave  an  address  on  a  subject  interesting  or  profitable  to  a 
general  audience.'  The  most  lasting  influence  of  the  league  is,  how- 
ever found  in  the  several  school  centres  where  meetings  are  held 
monthly,  and  subjects  of  interest  to  the  particular  district  are  dis- 
cussed. It  is  here  that  the  real  problems  of  the  home  and  school 
come  up  for  solution,  and  the  mothers  have  a  chance  to  get  the  help 
and  sympathy  that  they  so  much  crave;  while  the  teachers  can  the 
better  understand  home  trials  and  help  in  school  the  conditions  that 
only  the  home  and  school  can  work  out  together. 

The  most  effective  school  teaching  is  done  when  the  school  and 
home,  and  more  particularly  the  teacher  and  the  mother,  work  to- 
gether in  the  interests  of  the  child.  About  forty  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year,  most  of  them  so  informal  that  any  one  felt  like 
taking  a  part  in  the  discussions.  There  is  surely,  as  a  result  of  the 
meetings,  a  better  acquaintance  of  parents  with  school  work  and 
methods,  and  better  acquaintance  of  teachers  with  home  conditions 

and  ideals. 

The  daily  papers  have  given  helpful  publicity  to  the  meetings,  so 
that  the  patrons  who  could  not  attend,  received  through  the  press 
helpful  suggestions,  excerpts  from  addresses  and  resolutions  which 
formed  a  part  of  the  meetings.  Keporters  and  editors  get  full  infor- 
mation of  all  interesting  and  worth-while  school  affairs,  and  give 
them  prompt  and  full  publicity.  No  other  single  influence  in  a  com- 
munity wields  so  great  a  power  as  does  the  press,  and  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  work  in  a  district  with  those  who  use  their  influence  in  ways 
that  are  co-operative  and  so  helpfully  constructive. 

Since  getting  an  education  is  the  principal  occupation  of  the  pupils 
in  school,  the  time  spent  there  is  not  sufficient  to  put  on  a  project 
so  tremendouslv  important.  Unless  the  school  day  is  lengthened  to 
seven  or  eight  hours,  the  pupils  must  do  home  study,  or  progress  m 
school  will^e  slow  and  unsatisfactory.  However,  it  is  best  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  home  study  to  a  minimum,  to  provide  just  as 
much  time  in  school  for  lesson  preparation  as  possible.  The  con- 
ditions for  studv  at  school  are  usually  favorable,  with  trained  teach- 
ers to  direct  and  an  environment  conducive  to  efficient  lesson  pre- 
paration, vet  there  are  many  objections  to  a  longer  school  day. 
Since  we  have  a  short  period  in  school  daily,  it  is  very  important 
that  pupils  in  the  upper  grades  and  the  high  school  should  make  it  an 
invariable  rule  to  have  daily  systematic  study  hours  in  their  homes  to 
prepare  the  lessons  for  the  following  day  at  school. 

The  school  librarv  is  increasingly  valuable.     On  an  average  more 
than  two  hundred  pupils  do  reference  work  there  daily.     It  is  not 
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at  all  unusual  to  find  the  seventy  chairs  occupied  and,  in  addition 
pupils  crowded  about  the  dictionary  stands  and  filing  cases.  The 
pupils  not  only  supplement  the  matter  found  in  the  texts  used  and 
thus  attain  a  broader  knowledge  of  the  subjects,  but  they  acquire  the 
''library  habit," — learn  to  find  what  they  want,  to  read  for  a  specific 
purpose,  and  to  cull  from  an  article  or  a  book  what  is  needed.  The 
work  done  in  the  library  is  an  indispensable  aid  to  greatest  efficiency 
in  high  school  study. 

The  library  is  open  outside  of  school  from  eight  in  the  morning 
and  again  in  the  afternoon  until  five,  with  the  librarian  continually 
in  charge.  During  this  out-of-school  time  pupils  have  access  to  the 
magazines,  general  literature,  and  popular  reading.  They  select 
books  at  this  time  to  take  into  their  homes  for  themselves  or  mem- 
bers of  their  families.  The  librarian,  who  knows  books  and  all  the 
pupils,  is  an  efficient  guide  to  the  pupils  in  their  general  reading. 
She  allows  them  to  browse  among  the  carefully  chosen  books  and 
aims  to  direct  them  in  their  library  and  home  reading.  She  can  reach 
the  individual  pupils  and  give  suggestions  and  advice  when  the 
pupils  most  need  it. 


WEST  MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  Schuylkill  County— M.  H.  Carey. 


To  relieve  the  congested  condition  which  existed  in  our  school 
buildings  at  Brownsville  and  West  Wm.  Penn,  a  new  building  was 
erected  at  Brownsville  and  two  rooms  were  built  to  the  south  wing 
of  the  West  Wm.  Penn  building,  according  to  the  plans  approved  by 
your  department. 

The  new  building  at  Brownsville  has  two  schoolrooms  each  of 
which  is  31  ft.  6  in.  long,  26  ft.  6  in.  wide,  and  13  ft.  high.  Each 
room  is  well  lighted  by  two  nests  of  windows.  One  of  which  in  each 
room  is  10  ft.  6  in.  long  and  7  ft.  3  in.  high  and  is  partitioned  for 
three  frames.  The  other  is  23  ft.  6  in.  long  and  7  ft.  3  in.  high  and 
is  partitioned  for  six  frames.  Each  room  is  provided  with  a  sanitary 
drinking  fountain  and  equipped  with  adjustable  seats.  The  door 
which  opens  from  each  room  to  the  corridor  is  fitted  with  a  Russwin 
safety  bar. 
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The  corridor  runs  between  the  rooms  for  the  entire  width  of  the 
building— from  the  east  to  the  west  side.  It  is  44  ft.  long.  7  ft. 
8  in.  wide,  and  13  ft.  high,  and  has  a  double  door  at  each  end,  which 
is  equipped  with  safety  bars  and  locks. 

The  building  is  amply  heated  by  a  Pierce,  Butler  and  Pierce  water 

heating  system. 

Each  of  the  rooms  which  were  added  to  the  West  Wm.  Penn  build- 
ing is  37  ft.  8  in.  long,  27  ft.  3  in.  wide,  and  14  ft.  2  in.  high,  and 
has  two  nests  of  windows,  each  9  ft.  4  in.  high  and  8  ft.  wide  par- 
titioned for  two  frames. 

A  necessary  change  was  made  in  the  hall.  It  was  widened  and 
now  has  two  double  doors  on  the  first  floor— one  on  the  east  and  one 
on  the  west  side,  each  equipped  with  Russwin  safety  bars  and  locks. 
Two  wide  stairways  lead  to  a  large  balcony  to  which  the  rooms  of 
the  second  floor  are  adjacent. 

All  of  the  rooms  are  amply  lighted  a  nest  of  windows  having  been 
added  to  each  of  the  rooms  in  the  old  section.  These  rooms  were  also 
repapered  and  in  them  separate  cloak  rooms  were  provided  for  the 
boys  and  girls. 

A  sanitary  drinking  fountain  was  placed  in  each  room,  and  the  door 
of  each  room  was  equipped  with  a  Russwin  safety  bar. 

A  Pierce,  Butler,  and  Pierce  water  heater  was  installed  in  the  base- 
ment, and  each  room  is  comfortably  heated  by  four  large  radiators 
and  each  cloak  room  by  a  small  radiator. 

These  buildings  are  modern  and  are  a  credit  to  our  directors  and 

district. 

The  directors  intended  to  establish  a  third  class  high  school  to  be 
opened  for  this  term,  and  set  aside  ten  thousand  dollars  for  that 
purpose ;  but  owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  ground,  due  to 
the  underground  workings,  they  agreed,  after  consultation  with  the 
mining  officials,  to  defer  action  on  this  project  until  a  later  date. 


WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


The  annual  school  term  for  1913-1914  closed  June  12th,  1914.  The 
statistics  for  the  last  month  show  that  12,283  pupils  were  registered 
during  the  year,  6,314  boys  and  5,969  girls,  of  this  number  1,621  were 
enrolled  in  the  high  schools,  761  boys  and  860  girls. 
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Pupils  Dropped  From  Rolls. 
1  have  gone  over  the  enrollment  sheets  containing  the  names  of  all 
the  pupils  enrolled,  and  those  dropped  from  the  rolls  during  the  year, 
and  find  that — 

369  moved  out  of  the  city, 

226  left  school  and  went  to  work, 

124  no  cause  was  given, 

104  left  on  account  of  ill  health, 

91  left  and  went  to  other  schools, 

43  left  to  help  in  the  home, 
9  died  during  the  year. 

The  largest  number  of  pupils  withdrew  from  the  first  year  grades, 
176;  96  of  these  moved  out  of  the  city,  26  went  to  the  Parochial 
schools,  40  left  on  account  of  illness,  2  died  and  12  gave  no  cause  for 
leaving. 

Below  the  grammar  grades  very  few  leave  to  go  to  work,  only  11 
are  recorded.  These  are  foreign  children,  old  but  obliged  to  enter  the 
primary  grades  to  learn  the  language  and  leave  as  soon  as  they  can 
pass  the  examination  on  reading  and  writing  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving an  employment  certificate.  In  the  grammar  grades  and  high 
school  the  number  of  pupils  who  left  to  go  to  work  is  as  follows: 
high  school,  49 ;  grammar  A,  42 ;  grammar  B,  62 ;  grammar  C,  37,  and 
grammar  D,  25. 

The  high  school  records  show  that  160  pupils  withdrew  from 
school;  51  gave  no  reason,  49  left  to  work,  25  moved  out  of  the 
city,  25  left  on  account  of  illness,  and  10  left  to  help  in  the  home. 

It  is  usually  assumed  that  the  children  who  drop  out  of  school  do 
so  largely  because  they  are  obliged  to  go  to  work  to  help  support 
themselves  and  provide  for  their  homes.  This  does  not  seem  to  be 
true  of  the  public  school  children  of  this  city.  The  records  show  that 
of  1,015  pupils  covered  in  the  final  report  as  having  left  school,  369 
moved  out  of  the  city,  420  left  for  other  causes,  and  only  226  left 
the  schools  to  go  to  work. 

There  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  this  city  in  favor  of  education  and 
a  willingness  is  everywhere  evident  upon  the  part  of  parents  to  make 
personal  sacrifice  that  the  children  may  have  the  educational  ad- 
vantages which  the  schools  offer. 

This  is  shown  too  by  the  excellent  attendance  of  the  pupils  from  the 
beginning  of  the  term  to  its  close.  The  average  percentage  of  at- 
tendance of  all  pupils  for  the  entire  year  was  93.7. 

School  Visitation  and  Supervision. 
The  schools  received  a  large  share  of  public  attention  through  visi- 
tation.    The  number  of  unofficial   visits  for   the  term   was   5,801. 
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The  city  superintendent  is  credited  in  the  reports  of  the  teachers 
with  2,163  official  visits,  and  the  school  directors  with  291.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  official  visits  the  supervisors  of  special  subjects  made 
monthly  visits  to  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  instruction  and  guid- 
ance, in  penmanship,  drawing  and  vocal  music. 

School  Exhibits. 

The  work  of  the  schools  was  very  satisfactorily  completed.  Some  of 
the  principals  and  many  of  the  teachers  expressed  themselves  as 
regarding  the  year  as  one  of  the  most  satisfactory.  In  some  lines  of 
endeavor  I  think  superior  work  was  done  and  in  others  the  results 
were  up  to  the  average  of  other  years. 

An  exhibit  of  school  work  is  made  at  the  close  of  each  year  I  was 
able  to  examine  the  work  on  exhibition  the  closing  week  more  com- 
pletely than  in  former  years  and  was  pleased  with  what  I  saw.  The 
exhibit  as  an  educational  study  was  very  creditable.  The  drawing 
is  always  well  done  and  very  attractive  as  an  exhibit.  I  gave  par- 
ticular attention  to  penmanship,  composition,  spelling,  and  to  the 
review  books.  The  results  in  writing,  spelling  and  composition  the 
first  three  years  are  really  a  surprise  on  account  of  their  excellence. 

Industrial  Training  in  Grammar  Grades. 

Soon  after  the  holiday  vacation  manual  training  and  domestic 
art  were  extended  to  include  grammar  A  and  grammar  B  pupils. 
Centers  for  the  purpose  of  instruction  in  manual  training  for  the 
boys  were  arranged  and  equipped  at  the  Central,  Franklin,  Henry 
M.  Hoyt,  South  Main  and  William  G.  Weaver  buildings.  The  girls 
were  not  required  to  go  to  centers  but  were  taught  sewing  at  their 
respective  buildings. 

Two  teachers  in  domestic  art  were  employed  and  two  in  manual- 
training.  A  schedule  was  arranged  so  that  the  teachers  were  em- 
ployed continuously  but  only  one  lesson  each  week  was  given  to 
each  school  or  class. 

A  course  of  study  was  arranged  by  the  instructors  approved  by 
the  city  superintendent  and  twenty-one  lessons  were  given  to  each  di- 
vision.    320  boys  and  291  girls  were  included  in  these  classes. 

Evening  Schools. 

Five  evening  schools  in  different  lines  of  endeavor  were  conducted 
under  the  city  school  system.  The  shorthand  and  typewriting  school 
was  continued  this  year.  This  school  was  in  session  for  six  months 
three  nights  each  week.  The  school  was  fairly  satisfactory;  the 
pupils  who  remained  to  the  close  of  the  term,  were  regular  in  at- 
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tendance,  interested  in  their  work,  and  made  commendable  progress. 
76  pupils,  37  boys  and  39  girls  were  admitted.  At  the  close  of  the 
term  14  boys  and  20  girls  remained. 

The  evening  manual  training  school  has  come  to  be  well  estab- 
lished. The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  50  boys.  The  average 
attendance  for  each  evening  session  was  never  less  than  26,  except 
the  last  month  when  it  fell  to  19.  The  highest  average  attendance 
was  29.  There  is  a  good  class  of  boys  in  attendance  at  the  manual 
training  school  and  do  very  creditable  work. 

An  evening  school  in  the  common  branches  of  study  was  opened 
at  Hillard  Grove  building.  This  was  a  very  good  school  too.  A  fine 
class  of  young  people  were  in  attendance,  well  behaved  and  in- 
terested in  their  work.  This  school  began  with  an  enrollment  of  65 
and  closed  with  an  enrollment  of  19.  The  school  was  in  session  four 
months. 

An  adult  evening  school  for  foreigners,  who  could  not  speak  the 
English  language  was  opened  at  North  Main  street  building.  250 
students  were  admitted  during  the  term.  The  school  was  kept  open 
for  about  four  months.  Three  teachers  were  employed.  The  aver- 
age attendance  was  60.  This  was  rather  a  difficult  school  to  teach 
yet  fair  progress  was  made.  The  most  rapid  progress  was  made  in 
the  primary  work  where  they  were  taught  by  a  primary  D  teacher 
by  the  phonetic  method  the  same  as  little  children.  The  pupils  made 
rapid  progress  and  seemed  to  be  delighted  with  their  work,  much  as 
the  little  children  are. 

A  vocational  school  was  opened  at  the  South  Main  street  building 
made  up  of  the  employees  of  the  Vulcan  Iron  Works.  This  school 
was  kept  open  for  about  three  months.  The  school  was  opened  in  co- 
partnership with  the  State  under  the  Vocational  Law  passed  by  the 
last  Legislature.  The  school  was  not  a  great  success,  partly  because 
under  the  law,  vocational  studies  only  can  be  taken,  and  a  large  ma- 
jority of  those  registering  in  the  school  wanted  the  so  called  common 
branches  of  study.  A  better  understanding  of  what  this  form  of 
school  means  and  of  its  purpose  may  bring  more  valuable  results  in 
the  future. 

A  three  unit  course  was  given.  Drawing  and  reading  drawings, 
shop  arithmetic,  and  language. 

Teachers. 

The  public  school  system  of  the  city  is  conducted  in  23  school 
buildings  and  three  single  room  portable  buildings.  There  are  264 
separate  schools  or  grades  in  which  264  teachers  are  employed.  In 
addition  to  these,  13  assistants  to  the  principals  are  employed  who 
are  general  teachers,  and  one  assistant  in  the  Department  of  Ohem- 


No.  6.  WILKES-BARRE.  361 

istry,  who  are  not  responsible  for  any  particular  school;  also  three 
special  supervisors,  one  of  vocal  music,  one  of  drawing  and  an  assist- 
ant supervisor  of  drawing;  two  teachers  of  domestic  art,  one  teacher 
of  manual  training  in  the  elementary  schools,  and  the  principal  of 
the  high  school  who  does  not  teach  regular  classes,  making  a  total 
teaching  force  of  285. 

No  teacher  employed  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city  teaches  on  a 
provisional  certificate  only.  Provisional  certificates  are  issued  to 
special  teachers  whose  diplomas  are  not  legal  certificates,  and  to 
some  of  those  who  are  college  graduates.  One  hundred  eighty-seven 
teachers  are  graduates  of  the  normal  schools;  43  hold  permanent 
certificates;  3  professional  certificates;  14  college  permanent  certifi- 
cates and  15  college  provisional  certificates  and  23  provisional  special 
certificates.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  all  the  teachers  employed  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  the  city  hold  high  grade  certificates  and  most  of 
them  are  specially  trained  for  their  work. 

Use  of  School  Buildings. 

The  use  of  school  buildings  as  recreation  centers  has  received  much 
attention  of  late  years.  I  believe  it  is  a  good  thing  to  use  our 
school  buildings  and  school  grounds  in  this  way,  if  it  can  be  done 
under  correct  management  and  responsible  supervision.  The  school 
board  has  permitted  general  use  of  the  buildings  for  school  organiza- 
tions and  general  educational  purposes. 

There  are  fourteen  Parent-Teachers  Associations  organized  in  var- 
ious parts  of  the  city  which  are  given  free  use  of  the  school  buildings. 
These  associations  meet  in  the  school  buildings  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  organization  members.  They  have  social  meetings ;  entertain- 
ments; lectures  for  the  education  of  their  members;  conferences  for 
the  betterment  of  the  schools;  and  provide  ways  and  means  to  help 
the  needy  of  their  neighborhood,  and  provide  clothing  and  shoes  for 
the  children  of  the  poor  who  could  not  otherwise  attend  school.  In 
the  line  of  general  helpfulness  for  the  needy  all  the  associations  have 
been  active.  The  Carey  Avenue  organization  has  equipped  the  school 
yard  as  a  playground  for  the  young  children.  The  William  G. 
Weaver  school  organization  has  established  very  pleasant  relations 
between  teachers  and  patrons  and  are  doing  good  work  in  co-operat- 
ing with  the  teachers  to  have  a  really  great  school  there.  The  Henry 
M.  Hoyt  school  organization  has  done  a  good  work  in  raising  money 
for  pictures  to  decorate  the  school  room  walls  and  give  the  school 
rooms  a  cultured  and  home  like  appearance.  The  social  side  has 
been  well  managed,  large  numbers  are  always  in  attendance  at  the 
meetings,  and  entertaining  and  instructive  programs  have  been  ren- 
dered. 
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A  number  of  the  organizations  gave  entertainments  and  charged 
admission,  thus  realizing  modest  sums  of  money  to  be  used  to  further 
the  benevolent  plans  of  their  organizations. 

The  field  of  useful  endeavor  into  which  these  organizations  have 
entered  opens  up  possibilities  of  great  usefulness,  and  when  discrimi- 
nating thoughtfully  between  co-operation  and  interference  they  be- 
come a  potent  factor  in  educational  progress  and  social  betterment. 
The  high  school  auditorium  and  high  school  gymnasium  were  used 
fifty-three  evenings  from  September  19th  to  June  12th  inclusive;  six 
by  the  elementary  schools;  eleven  for  high  school  entertainments  and 
commencement;  and  five  for  the  Parent-Teacher  Association  enter- 
tainments. The  gymnasium  was  used  twelve  evenings  for  receptions, 
gymnasium  work  exhibits,  girls'  basket  ball,  boys'  basket  ball  and 
the  Cliosophic-Sorosis  banquet,  making  a  total  of  34  evenings  for  the 
schools  and  school  organizations.  The  remaining  19  evenings  the 
auditorium  was  given  without  charge  for  various  charitable  and  edu- 
cational purposes. 

In  my  work  of  the  year  1  have  performed  diligently  the  duties  pre- 
scribed in  the  manual  and  as  set  forth  in  the  School  Code.  The  An- 
nual Teachers'  Institute  is  intended  to  instruct  teachers  in  the  meth- 
ods and  art  of  teaching  and  in'  the  history  of  education.  This  in- 
struction should  be  done  in  such  a  way  as  to  vitalize  teaching, 
create  new  ideals,  and  suggest  motives  to  aid  and  inspire  the  learner. 
It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  secure  instructors  who  can  teach  teachers 
year  after  year  and  reach  a  plane  of  instruction  that  will  satisfy 
these  standards.  We  were  successful  in  our  choice  of  instructors  the 
past  year.  The  impression  left  upon  our  teachers  as  a  result  of  our 
institute  course  was  inspiring  and  vitalizing.  It  suggested  motives, 
methods,  inspiration,  and  helped  to  realize  our  ideals.  It  will  be 
difficult  to  surpass  last  year's  institute  in  character  or  usefulness. 

I  have  given  careful  attention  to  securing  thorough  work  in  every 
essential  study  of  the  course.  I  believe  every  teacher  appreciates 
the  value  of  thoroughness  not  only  in  the  mere  fact  of  acquiring  and 
retaining  useful  knowledge  but  as  necessary  to  the  formation  of 
character  and  discipline. 

It  is  a  great  responsibility  to  direct  and  shape  the  education  of  the 
children  of  a  community. 

Yet  with  the  united  support  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  the 
intelligent  assistance  of  our  teachers,  the  co-operation  of  the  parents, 
we  all  may  assume  this  responsibility  for  another  year  with  the  hope 
of  increased  usefulness,  helpfulness  and  still  more  vital  success, 
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The  public  schools  of  Wilkinsburg  for  the  year  ending  July  1,  19H 
have  had  a  successful  term.  This  is  judged  by  the  results  obtained 
and  by  the  pleasant  attitude  of  the  teachers  toward  he  POjntowl 
of  the  pupil  toward  the  teachers.  The  result  of  the  promotion, 
indicates  that  the  work  was  carefully  done  and  that  the  pupils  have 

advanced  in  mental  ability.  . 

One  of  the  noticeable  features  of  the  schools  is  the  happy  disposi- 
tion  of  the  pupils  and  teachers  and  the  homelike  feeling  that  per- 
Xs  he  different  departments.  There  is  a  noticeable  absence  of  the 
Itrained  condition  and  the  cold  feeling  that  is  so  often  manifest  m 

SChT°h°e  ^—ered  and  some  pupils  delayed *  their  w* .by 
an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  which  was  so  pervalent  n  this  section 
aurlnJ  Zd.  of  the  school  year.  Although  medical  inspection  had 
beTYntroduced  before  the  disease  gained  its  greatest  prevalence,  yet 
tTook  thermhined  force  of  the  schools  to  manage  the  disease  and 
finally  check  it.  Although  everything  was  done  to  stay  the  disease 
many  pupils  lost  much  time  either  through  their  own  sickness  or 

"  BoarH^istd  manual  training  for  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grade  bovs  beginning  after  the  middle  of  the  year.  This  has  proved 
wSth  the  boys  and  it  promises  to  become  an  efficient  factor 
rework  oJ MSol.  Tlfe  idea  is  to  develop  some  me^anica! 
skill  in  every  boy  rather  than  to  make  mechanics  of  them. 
S  A  Parent-Te  Jher  Association  was  organized  in  one  o  the  sehooj 
aear  the  last  of  the  term  and  such  „=a*on  w*  likely  become 
o-ATipral  during  the  next  year,     ine  panons.  ui 

-^KST^SffiSi  fromythe  high ^^0 
«,!«  vear  was  eighty-six.  These  were  nearly  evenly  diyided  as  to 
se,  and  thTs "ondnl  has  extended  over  a  period  of  years ,  whK* .« 
unusual  among  the  high  schools  of  this  section.  About  hal If  oi  the 
Tadua  escxpect  to  continue  their  education  in  higher  mstitutions 
"learn  ng  Vis  has  been  the  proportion  attending  higher  schoo^ 
for  a  number  of  years  and  for  this  reason  the  academic  department  of 
the  high  schools  the  most  popular.  The  enrollment  in  the  high 
s  hool'was  five  hundred  sixty  and  the  number  of  *£*«£ 
entering  the  schools  during  the  year  was  four  hundred.  The  ratio 
existing  between  these  two  classes  of  pupils  gives  a  pleasing  feature 
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that  should  not  be  overlooked.  The  manner  of  ascertaining  the  ratio 
between  the  pupils  in  the  senior  class  varies  to  such  an  extent  with 
each  individual  making  the  computation  that  the  results  are  of  little 
importance.  The  percentage  of  the  pupils  in  the  high  school  com- 
pared with  the  percentage  of  those  in  the  grades  and  the  percentage 
of  the  pupils  in  the  senior  class  compared  with  the  percentage  of 
those  entering  the  first  primary  grades  makes,  to  my  mind,  a  pleasing 
and  profitable  comparison. 

The  teachers  institute  was  conducted  throughout  the  school  year  as 
it  has  been  conducted  for  three  years.  A  session  is  held  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  month  except  May  besides  a  few  night  sessions  were 
held.  The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  F.  H.  Colestock,  Hon. 
Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  W.  E.  Winner,  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Dean,  W.  G.  Chambers,  Miss  Ada  VanStone  Harris,  and  Dr.  E.  E. 
Sparks.  Many  of  the  sessions  were  well  attended  by  the  patrons  of 
the  high  school  and  teachers  from  adjoining  districts. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Department  for  their  kindness,  to  the  press  of  the  town 
for  its  liberal  help  and  to  the  members  of  the  school  board  who  never 
failed  to  give  of  their  time  and  energy  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
schools.  All  of  these  with  the  loyal  support  of  the  teachers  and 
patrons  have  been  the  means  that  contributed  most  to  the  success 
of  the  year  just  closed. 
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Medical  Inspection. 

During  the  last  school  year  a  trained  nurse  was  employed  as  part 
of  the  medical  inspection  force.  We  now  have  a  free  dental  dispen- 
sary, two  open-air  schools  for  anaemic  children,  one  physician  em- 
ployed as  medical  inspector,  a  nurse  who  assists  the  medical  inspec- 
tor in  his  examination  of  pupils  and  in  the  making  of  his  card  rec- 
ords and  to  whom  is  referred  all  cases  where  a  visit  to  the  heme  is 
necessary  or  where  the  teacher  needs  assistance  because  of  minor 
ailments  among  her  pupils,  and  two  physical  training  supervisors, 
prepared  to  look  vigilantly  after  the  physical  welfare  of  the  children 
and  to  suggest  corrective  exercises  wherever  needed.  The  health  de- 
partment of  the  schools  can  now  be  so  organized  as  to  be  extremely 
effective  at  a  minimum  cost. 
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Talk  ou  Occupations. 
Early  in  the  year  it  was  recommended  that  the  Board  authorize 
a  course  of  talks  to  grammar  school  pupils  on  the  general  subject  of 
occupations.  This  recommendation  was  made  because  every  week  the 
superintendent's  office  issues  emplayment  certificates  to  boys  and 
girls  who  are  just  past  fourteen.  A  large  number  of  the  pupils 
of  the  public  schools  of  Williamsport  as  well  as  of  every  other  school 
district  in  the  country  quit  school  at  or  soon  afer  their  fourteenth 
birthday.  Many  of  these  children  enter  blind-alley  occupations  in 
which  there  is  no  advancement  and  nothing  to  fit  them  for  a  better 
occupation.  They  drift  from  one  sort  of  work  to  another  of  about  the 
same  kind,  frequently  changing  their  place  of  occupation  five  or  six 
times  in  a  single  year  as  our  card  records  show.  They  earn  as  much 
at  fifteen  years  of  age  as  they  do  at  twenty.  The  schools,  it  was 
thought,  should  assume  some  of  the  responsibility  for  the  wrecks 
that  many  of  these  boys  and  girls  so  often  make  of  their  lives  and 
should  go  to  considerable  length  to  start  them  out  with  some  compre- 
hension of  what  it  means  to  earn  a  living  and  how  it  must  be  done. 

In  this  same  connection  it  was  suggested  that  the  Board  plan 
another  year  to  do  similar  work  for  the  pupils  of  the  high  school 
who  would  be  benefitted  by  some  survey  of  vocations.  One  high 
school  in  this  country  points  its  pupils  to  seventy  different  vocations 
for  most  of  which  the  grades  as  well  as  the  high  school  have  given 
some  preliminary  training.  In  another  high  school  fifty  of  the  com- 
mon vocations,  including  professions,  trades,  and  other  life  occupa- 
tions, are  studied  by  boys  in  a  half-year  course,  and  a  similar  course 
is  being  organized  for  the  girls.  In  studying  each  of  these  vocations 
its  healthfulness,  remuneration,  value  to  society,  and  social  standing, 
as  well  as  natural  qualifications,  general  education,  and  special  pre- 
paration necessary  for  success  are  touched  upon.  This  is  good  work 
and  fully  as  valuable  as  much  that  is  now  considered  of  great  im- 
portance in  the  high  school  curriculum.  One  of  the  principal  aims 
of  public  education  is  to  make  all  boys  and  girls  sociaUy  and  econo- 
mically efficient. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  made  by  the  superinten- 
dent on  this  subject  a  course  of  four  talks  was  planned  for  March 
and  April.  The  course  was  given  in  the  high  school  assembly  room 
to  about  800  pupils  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades.  The  list  of 
speakers  for  the  talks  to  the  girls  were  Mrs.  Green,  Supervisor  of 
Domestic  Science.  She  talked  to  the  girls  on  the  various  occupa- 
tions that  Domestic  Science  may  lead  to ;  and  Miss  Crocker,  Assistant 
Librarian  of  the  James  V.  Brown  Public  Library,  who  spoke  on  oc- 
cupations in  general  open  to  women.  For  the  boys,  Mr.  Charles  C. 
Krouse,  Superintendent  of  the  Williamsport  Staple  Works  spoke  on 
the  metal  working  trades;  and  Mr.  Dietrick  Lamade,  Editor  of  the 
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Pennsylvania  Grit,  on  the  printing  trades.     All  of  the  talks  were 
exceedingly  interesting  and  helpful. 


Lectures. 

The  Lecture  Committee  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  secured  Mr. 
Charles  Zueblin,  Publicist  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  to  deliver  a 
course  of  six  university  extension  lectures  in  January  and  February 
on  the  subject  of  Democratic  Education.  The  titles  of  the  lectures 
were  1.  Education  and  Science,  2.  Education  and  Art,  3.  Edu- 
cation and  Literature,  4.  Education  and  Industry,  5.  Education 
and  Sociology,  6.  Education  and  Life.  Mr.  Zueblin  is  the  author 
of  a  number  of  books  on  civic  development  and  municipal  progress; 
he  is  also  a  brilliant  lecturer  on  democracy  in  literature  and  life, 
being  a  pioneer  in  the  promotion  of  civic  revivals.  The  lectures  were 
attended  by  larger  audiences  than  gathered  for  any  previous  course. 
While  Mr.  Zueblin's  views  on  education  are  somewhat  advanced 
views,  his  lectures  were  very  inspiring  and  helpful. 

On  the  afternoon  of  February  11,  1914,  Mr.  E.  J.  Gould,  Demon- 
strator for  the  English  Moral  Education  Board,  gave  a  demonstra- 
tion of  a  lesson  in  moral  instruction  before  the  teachers,  directors, 
and  patrons  of  the  schools.  The  demonstration  and  the  talk  that  fol- 
lowed were  both  so  wisely  and  skillfully  given  that  they  are  bound  to 
result  in  better  methods  of  teaching  this  subject  in  our  schools.  It 
is  likely  that  the  Syllabus  of  Moral  and  Civic  instruction  for  the 
grade  school  prepared  by  Mr.  Gould  will  be  adopted  for  the  use  of 
the  schools  of  Williamsport. 

In  January  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  offered  to  the  school 
district  of  Williamsport  a  course  of  fifteen  lectures  on  the  History 
of  Modern  Education  by  Professor  Frank  P.  Graves,  an  author  of  a 
standard  work  on  the  history  of  education.  About  130  teachers  of 
Williamsport  and  vicinity  took  the  course  and  nearly  sixty  of  these 
teachers  studied  for  university  credit.  Professor  Graves  delighted 
all  who  heard  him  with  his  knowledge  of  his  subject  and  his  ability 
as  a  speaker  and  the  course  proved  most  interesting  and  instructive. 

A  large  number  of  illustrated  talks  on  geography,  natural  history, 
art,  etc.,  were  given  to  the  more  advanced  pupils  of  the  schools  dur- 
ing the  year.  Slides  on  a  great  variety  of  educational  subjects  were 
secured,  from  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum,  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Museum,  from  the  Clio  club  of  Williamsport  and  from 
other  sources.  The  schools  were  supplied  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
lanterns  to  make  it  possible  to  give  these  talks  in  every  one  of  the 
grammar  schools.  It  is  an  excellent  method  of  teaching  and  should 
be  extended  to  all  of  the  schools. 
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Burning  of  the  High  School  Building. 
About  ten  o'clock  Saturday  morning,  April  4,  1914,  the  William- 
sport  high  school  building  on  the  corner  of  Third  and  Walnut  streets 
took  hie  while  the  janitor  was  burning  out  the  dry  closet.  In  spite 
of  the  efforts  of  the  firemen  the  building  was  completely  gutted  and 
only  the  four  walls  were  left.  There  was  $25,000  insurance  on  the 
building  and  equipment. 

The  building  was  erected  in  1887  and  was  planned  originally  to  ac- 
commodate a  high  school  of  250  pupils  and  six  elementary  schools. 
It  was  a  three  story  brick  building,  containing  six  rooms  on  the  first 
floor,  an  assembly  room  and  four  class  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  and 
a  chemical  and  a  physical  laboratory  and  three  class  rooms  on  the 
third  floor.  The  heating  system  was  the  Smead- Wilts  dry  closet  sys- 
tem. There  was  a  fire  escape  built  of  wood,  leading  to  the  second 
floor  at  the  rear  of  the  building,  and  an  iron  fire  escape,  leading  to 
the  third  floor,  on  the  east  of  the  building. 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  high  school  enrollment  in  recent  years 
led  to  the  crowding  out  of  the  elmentary  schools  as  well  as  to  the 
housing  of  the  commercial  department  of  the  high  school  in  an  ad- 
joining school  building.  Two  rooms  in  the  basement  had  also  been 
fitted  up  recently  to  accommodate  a  domestic  science  department  and 
a  lunch  room.  For  the  last  two  or  three  years  every  available  bit 
of  space  in  the  building  had  been  put  to  some  use  and  the  building 
had  been  very  much  crowded. 

One  of  the  most  serious  losses  resulting  from  the  fire  was  in  tbe  de- 
struction of  the  records,  department  libraries,  and  laboratory  equip- 
ment. A  card  record  system  was  used  to  preserve  the  class  standing 
of  pupils.  This  system  which  had  been  used  for  many  years  was  de- 
stroyed, as  well  as  all  athletic  records.  Each  department  of  the 
school  had  its  own  library  some  of  which,  such  as  the  library  of  the 
history  department  and  the  science  department,  were  very  complete. 
All  of  these  were  burned  along  with  all  copies  of  desk  books  belong- 
ing to  teachers.  The  laboratory  equipment,  including  the  materia] 
in  cases,  was  worth  several  thousand  dollars.  This  was  a  complete 
loss.  Throughout  the  building  were  many  pictures,  casts,  and  other 
articles  that  had  been  presented  to  the  school  by  classes,  societies, 
and  individuals.  While  these  did  not  have  great  intrinsic  value,  yet 
because  of  their  associations  they  were  priceless.  They  were  all  de- 
stroyed and  can  never  be  replaced. 

The  Board  of  Education  at  a  meeting  held  Saturday  evening,  April 
4,  1914,  decided  to  use  the  Washington  grammar  school  building  for 
the  high  school  during  the  38  days  remaining  of  the  term.  Equip- 
ment for  the  domestic  science  department  was  installed  in  the  base- 
ment. A  complete  supply  of  books  for  the  high  school  was  ordered 
at  the  same  meeting. 
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Bequest  to  the  Schools. 

Through  the  will  of  Mr.  A.  D.  Hermance  recently  made  public 
the  Williauisport  public  schools  are  to  be  benefitted  to  the  amount  of 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars.  In  this  will  Mr.  Hermance  be- 
quested  the  annual  income  of  the  sum  of  $7000  to  the  grammar 
schools.  This  income  is  to  be  divided  each  year  among  those  pupils 
of  the  last  class  of  the  grammar  schools  who  are  most  deserving. 
His  great  gift  to  the  public  schools,  however,  was  the  sum  left  to  the 
graduates  of  the  Williamsport  high  school.  At  the  death  of  his 
widow  one  half  of  his  residuary  estate,  estimated  at  $600,000,  is  to 
be  available  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  male  graduates  of  the 
high  school  with  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable  them  to  go  through  Cor- 
nell University.  *  Each  male  graduate  of  the  high  school  who  has 
ranked  well  in  scholarship  and  deportment  and  whose  financial  con- 
dition is  such  that  he  could  not  otherwise  attend  college,  is  to  be 
furnished  with  $500  a  year  four  a  period  of  four  years.  The  income 
of  this  residuary  estate  will  probably  maintain  in  college  all  of  the 
time  more  than  a  score  of  young  men.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest 
gifts  ever  made  to  the  public  schools  and  will  give  a  great  impetus  to 
high  school  education  in  Williamsport.  The  selection  of  the  grad- 
uates who  are  to  benefit  by  this  bequest  is  to  be  made  by  the  Judge  of 
the  court,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  the  President  of  Dickin- 
son Seminary. 

"  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Hermance  had  annually  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  a  sum  of  money  that  was 
used  to  help  deserving  boys  and  girls  of  the  grammar  schools,  to 
assist  one  or  two  high  school  graduates  who  wished  to  attend  a  nor- 
mal school,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  one  young  man  at  Cornell 
University.  While  Mr.  Hermance  was  without  children  of  his  own, 
he  had  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  public  education,  and  this 
large  bequest  proves  that  his  interest  was  even  greater  than  was  ever 
supposed. 

High  School. 

The  new  high  school  building  erected  at  a  cost  of  $250,000  is  near- 
ing  completion  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  ready  to  be  occupied 
by  the  first  of  September.  The  building  is  modern  in  every  respect 
and  is  planned  to  take  care  of  1,200  pupils.  Nine  different  courses 
will  be  open  to  these  pupils. 
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WINTON— John  J.  Judge. 


The  most  promising  features  of  the  work  during  the  past  year 
were  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school  and 
greater  regularity  in  attendance. 

While  more  interest  in  the  schools  was  shown  -this  year  than  ever 
before  by  patrons,  directors,  teachers,  and  pupils,  yet  there  is  room 
for  improvement  in  various  ways.  The  directors  are  careful,  capable 
and  conscientious.  They  are  always  willing  to  do  whatever  in  their 
judgment  tends  to  make  the  schools  more  efficient. 

The  teachers  were  earnest  and  faithful,  and  the  work  done  in  the 
various  departments  have  been  characterized  by  earnest,  progressive 
work  on  the  part  of  nearly  all  of  our  teachers. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  improving  the  sanitary  condition 
of  our  buildings  during  the  year.  The  old-fashioned  water  closet 
has  entirely  disappeared,  the  flush  closet  having  been  substituted  in 
all  the  buildings.  This  change  was  made  at  an  expense  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars.  Other  improvements  have  been  made  in  and  about  the 
schools  which  add  much  to  their  appearance. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


In  keeping  with  the  annual  reports  for  1911-12  and  1912-13,  the 
data  herewith  presented  will  be  restricted  to  the  co-operative  indus- 
trial course  pursued  by  our  high  school  pupils.  Since  the  first  class 
in  that  department  graduated  this  year,  this  report,  together  with 
the  two  preceding  annual  reports  referred  to,  will  complete,  in  a 
general  way,  a  brief  presentation  of  its  scope  and  character. 

The  enrollment  in  the  four  classes  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  as 
follows: 

Seniors 23 

Juniors,    36 

Sophomores,    29 

Freshmen,    41 

Total,    129 
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The  trades  represented  and  the  number  pursuing  each  are  given  in 
the  following: 


Machinists'    trade 

Patternmakers'   trade 

Cabinetmakers'   trade,    

Plumber's   trade 

Automobile   builders'   trade, 
Wagonmaker's   trade,    

Total 


Seniors. 

Juniors. 

Soph. 

23 

27 
3 
2 

1 
3 

23 

1 
2 
1 

2 

23 

36 

29 

Total. 


The  course  of  study  is  being  developed  to  meet  conditions  and  as 
now  pursued  is  presented  in  the  following: 

Freshman  Year — 

English;  Algebra;  Concrete  Geometry;  Shop  Arithmetic;  Indus- 
trial History  and  Commercial  Materials;  Freehand  Drawing  and 
Blue  Print  Reading. 

Sophomore  Year — 

English;  Algebra;  Geometry;  Mechanism  of  Machines;  Physics; 
(Elementary  Ideas  of  Matter)  ;  Mechanical  Drawing, 

Junior  Year — 

English;  Alegebra  and  Trigonometry;  Physics,  (Heat  Engines, 
and  Electricity  and  Magnetism);  Mechanism  of  Machines;  Mechani- 
cal Drawing;  Shop  Methods. 

Senior  Year — 

English;  Civics;  Physics,  (Applied  Mechanics  and  Strength  of 
Materials);  Mechanism  of  Machines;  Chemistry;  Mechanical  Draw- 
ing. 

The  money  earned  by  the  pupils  in  the  industrial  course  during  the 
last  year  amounted  to  $10,591.02  and  the  entire  amount  earned  from 
the  beginning  to  June  1,  1914,  reached  a  total  of  $22,493.51. 

The  Manufacturers'  Association,  as  an  expression  of  interest  in 
the  course  and  for  the  encouragement  of  those  who  pursue  it,  pre- 
sented gold  watches,  for  efficiency,  to  five  members  of  the  graduating 

class. 

One  of  our  prominent  citizens,  and  a  former  member  of  the  School 
Board,  Mr.  Henry  Small,  donated  a  fund  of  $1200,  to  the  School  Dis- 
trict, one  half  the  interest  of  which,  is  to  be  awarded  annually,  for 
efficiency,  to  two  boys,  in  the  Co-operative  Course. 

Tn  the  shop  there  are  certain  kinds  of  work  to  which  the  appren- 
tice may  not  be  assigned.  There  may  be  no  opportunity  because  of 
the  character  of  the  work  under  construction.     In  order  to  meet  this 
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condition,  as  well  as  to  give  instruction  in  sharpening  tools,  and 
various  other  shop  essentials,  the  Board  is  converting  an  old  school 
building  into  an  auxiliary  shop. 

The  Co-operative  Course  is  firmly  established,  strongly  supported 
by  the  community  and  is  fulfilling  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  so 
far  as  our  boys  are  concerned,  the  demand  for  greater  efficiency  in 

education.  v^v 

Further  information  can  be  found  in  the  catalogue  of  the  York 
public  schools  for  1914,  in  which  is  published  a  somewhat  complete 
report  of  the  development  and  status  of  the  Co-operative  Industrial 
Course. 


v§er 
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REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL 

SCHOOLS 


FIRST  DISTRICT,  WEST  CHESTER. 


GEORGE  M.  PHILIPS,  Principal. 


The  most  important  event  of  the  past  year  in  the  history  of  the 
West  Chester  State  Normal  School  was  the  transfer  of  the  ownership 
and  management  of  the  school  to  the  Commonwealth  on  December 
29, 1913.  The  Board  of  nine  trustees  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of 
Education  to  control  and  manage  the  school  has  given  the  utmost  sat- 
isfaction in  the  school  itself  as  well  as  to  its  graduates  and  friends 
everywhere,  and  to  the  entire  community  and  normal  school  district. 
The  affairs  of  the  school  are  being  intelligently  and  efficiently  ad- 
ministered. 

The  total  enrollment  of  normal  students  during  the  past  year  was 
982,  not  quite  so  large  as  during  the  previous  year,  chiefly  because, 
as  it  well  known,  during  that  year  many  students  took  advantage  of 
the  last  opportunity  to  graduate  in  the  three  years'  course,  which  is 
now  no  longer  possible. 

At  this  writing,  the  number  of  students  enrolled  is  decidedly 
greater  than  at  the  corresponding  time  last  year,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  very  large  and  prosperous  school  during  the  coming 

year. 

We  graduated  in  June  219  students,  all  of  whom  expected,  to  teach, 
and  with  very  few  exceptions,  all  are  now  teaching.  The  class,  as  a 
rule,  have  secured  unusually  good  positions  for  beginners.  Of  the 
members  of  the  class: 

130  had  finished  a  four  years'  high  school  course, 
40  had  finished  a  three  years'  high  school  course, 
26  had  finished  a  two  years'  high  school  course, 

7  attended  high  schools  one  year, 

6  had  completed  partial  college  courses, 
2  were  graduates  of  business  colleges, 

8  were  graduates  of  academies,  and  but 

15  had  been  educated  solely  in  the  common  or  grammar  schools, 
several  of  whom  were  experienced  teachers. 

Their  average  attendance  at  the  normal  school  was  two  and  one- 
third  years,  and  their  average  age,  twenty  and  three-fourths  years. 

(373) 
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The  fourth  session  of  our  summer  school  began  immediately  after 
commencement  and  continued  as  before  for  five  weeks.  The  at- 
tendance was  about  100,  and  the  work  accomplished  gave  great  sat- 
isfaction to  its  students.  The  importance  of  such  an  opportunity  to 
many  teachers  and  students  is  great,  and  such  summer  schools  should 
be  promoted  and  their  facilities  enlarged. 

In  addition  to  the  excellent  practice  work  given  our  senior  class 
in  the  public  school  of  West  Chester  which  is  set  apart  especially  as 
a  model  school,  and  by  apprenticeship  in  many  of  the  other  regular 
public  schools  of  the  town,  we  have  for  the  past  two  years  been  send- 
ing members  of  our  senior  class  to  accessible  and  well-taught  country 
schools  for  observation  and  practice.  This  is  producing  excellent  re- 
sults, for  many  normal  school  students  have  never  been  inside  of, 
much  less  attended,  ungraded  rural  schools.  This  year  this  plan  has 
been  extended,  and  improved,  by  co-operation  with  the  School  Board 
of  East  Bradford  township,  which  joins  West  Chester  on  the  west. 
In  the  Sconnelltown  school  there,  an  expert  rural  teacher  has  been 
employed,  and  members  of  our  senior  class  are  regularly  assisting 
with  the  work  of  teaching  and  managing  an  up-to-date-all-around 
rural  school.  The  plan  is  starting  very  successfully,  and  we  are 
hoping  for  much  benefit  from  it. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  which  we  have  taken  has  been  to 
arrange  to  have  professors  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  give 
courses  of  regular  university  work  at  the  West  Chester  State  Normal 
School  during  the  coming  year.  Three  such  courses  will  be  given.  Dr. 
Frank  P.  Graves,  dean  of  the  new  College  of  Education,  will  give  a 
course  on  the  History  of  Education;  Dr.  A.  C.  Howland,  professor  of 
medieval  history,  will  give  a  course  on  Medieval  History,  and  Mr. 
George  B.  Roorbach,  instructor  in  geography,  will  give  a  course  in 
Physical  and  Economic  Geography.  Each  professor  will  give  a  two- 
hour  course  each  week  throughout  the  college  year,  and  those  who 
complete  these  courses  and  pass  the  university  examinations  in  them 
will  receive  two  credits  toward  the  completion  of  a  college  course  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Many  of  the  normal  school  stu- 
dents, as  well  as  teachers  and  others  from  the  neighborhood,  will 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity. 


SECOND   DISTRICT,   MILLERSVILLE. 


P.  M.  HARBOLD,  Principal. 


On  June  24th,  1014,  ninety-three  students  were  graduated  in  the 
Regular  Normal  Course  from  the  Millersville  State  Normal  School. 
Of  these,  seventy-three  are  ladies  and  twenty  gentlemen.    Of  the 
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ninety-three,  eleven  were  graduates  of  the  three-year  course;  eighty- 
two  were  graduated  in  the  four-year  course,  according  to  the  plan 
set  forth  in  this  course.  The  average  age  of  the  class,  reckoning  from 
the  nearest  birthday,  was  20.3  years;  the  average  attendance  at  this 
normal  school,  2.325  years. 

Number  not  having  attended  high  school  5. 

Number  having  attended  high  school  2  years,  7. 

Number  having  attended  high  school  3  years,  21. 

Number  having  attended  high  school  4  years,  47. 

Number  having  attended  high  school  4  years  and  1  year  at  college, 

1. 

Number  having  attended  special  private  school,  1. 
Number  attending  normal  school  2  years,  46. 
Number  attending  normal  school  2^  years,  6. 
Number  attending  normal  school  2|  years,  2. 
Number  attending  normal  school  3  years,  20. 
Number  attending  normal  school  3^  years,  4. 
Number  attending  normal  school  4  years,  4. 

Omitting  the  five  who  have  not  attended  any  high  school,  it  will 
be  seen  that  practically  all  the  remaining  77  members  had  six  years 
of  training  after  leaving  the  elementary  schools.  So  far  as  academic 
and  professional  training  go,  therefore,  this  class  is  well  prepared  to 
teach  in  the  public  schools  of  our  State. 

The  enrollment  during  the  regular  school  year  was  as  follows: 

Post  Graduates,    29 

Eegular  Seniors,  84 

Juniors,    "8 

Sophomores,       *■*■* 

Freshmen, I*4 

Preparatory,    27 

Special  Students, 29 

Total, 558 

On  June  29th,  1 914,  the  second  annual  summer  school  began.  The 
enrollment  during  this  term  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  an 
increase  over  the  first  term  of  thirty-one  per  cent.  The  summer 
school  affords  many  teachers  an  excellent  opportunity  to  take  new 
subjects  of  study  to  prepare  for  positions  higher  up.  It  is  encourag- 
ing to  note  how  many  teachers  are  anxious  to  increase  their  usefulness 
in  school  by  the  study  of  methods  of  teaching. 

Of  the  127  juniors,  105  were  recommended  to  take  the  State  Board 
Examinations,  and  all  were  passed.     101  of  these  returned  to  finish 
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the  course  by  June,  1915,  the  remaining  four  having  been  pressed  into 
service  as  teachers  before  completing  the  course.  This  is  an  indica- 
tion of  a  scarcity  of  public  school  teachers,  which  must  be  met  some- 
how. 

At  this  time  1  have  on  my  desk  requests  for  at  least  forty  teachers, 
for  which  there  is  no  available  normal  school  graduate.  Many  of 
these  requests  are  for  teachers  of  rural  schools,  which  is  an  argument 
for  the  special  rural  school  course. 

The  new  students  enrolling  for  1914-15  are  largely  high  school 
graduates,  the  majority  of  whom  have  had  four  years  in  a  good  and 
accredited  high  school.  This  is  a  convincing  fact  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  two-year  course  of  study  for  graduates  of  these  schools. 

The  crying  need  in  the  Millersville  Normal  School  is  more  money 
from  tuition.  During  the  year  1913-1914,  the  total  of  teachers'  sala- 
ries paid  iu  cash  and  in  the  form  of  living  in  the  school,  amounted 
to  about  f 5,000  more  than  the  total  of  all  revenue  from  tuition  paid 
by  the  State  and  by  students  themselves.  The  School  Code  states 
that  the  State  shall  pay  the  tuition  for  students  preparing  to  teach. 
To  do  this  the  weekly  appropriations  to  such  students  must  be 
raised  to  $2  instead  of  $1.50.  Then  too,  all  private  tuition  should  be 
made  the  same. 

The  continual  adding  of  new  departments  of  study  and  training, 
together  with  enlarged  laboratory  courses,  has  added  greatly  to  the 
cost  of  instruction  in  our  normal  schools,  without  any  provision 
for  an  increase  of  revenue  to  pay  for  the  same.  We  must  not  allow 
our  classes  to  grow  so  large  as  to  require  pure  lecture  courses,  nor 
can  we  require  too  many  hours  of  work  from  instructors,  without 
crippling  our  good  work.  Let  us  hope  that  the  next  State  Legisla- 
ture will  be  as  generous  with  our  normal  schools  as  with  our  State- 
supported  colleges  and  universities. 

To  require  fixed  standards  for  admission  to  our  Pennsylvania 
Normal  Schools,  to  limit  the  work  in  the  normals  more  and  more  to 
professional  work,  thus  leaving  the  academic  work  for  the  hun- 
dreds of  high  schools  of  the  State,  to  train  teachers  specifically  for 
a  special  kind  of  work,  to  secure  more  liberal  support  for  the  pay- 
ment of  better  salaries  in  the  normal  schools,  and  to  prevent  the 
dangerously  large  classes, — these  are  the  crying  needs  of  our  schools, 
as  I  see  them. 
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THIRD    DISTRICT,   KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  ROTHERMEL,  Principal. 


The  year  of  1913-14  was  in  many  respects  a  very  prosperous  one. 
The  change  from  a  three  year  to  a  four-year  course  resulted,  as  an- 
ticipated, in  a  temporary  diminution  in  the  number  of  students  in 
attendance.  This  diminution,  however,  was  only  temporary,  and  the 
attendance  is  again  increasing  with  splendid  prospects  of  reaching, 
and  exceeding  the  former  figures. 

The  class  of  1914  was  a  small,  but  a  superior  one.  Some  years 
ago  it  was  decided  to  place  on  the  honor  roll  all  members  of  the 
graduating  class  who  had  attained  during  all  the  years  of  their  at- 
tendance an  average  grade  of  90  per  cent,  or  more.  The  percentage 
of  those  on  this  year's  honor  roll  was  54.  This  fact  may  be  taken 
as  evidence  of  the  splendid  native  endowments  and  habits  of  study 
of  the  class  of  1914. 

The  most  marked  improvement  during  the  year  was  the  completion 
of  the  new  library  building.  For  years  we  have  been  wishing  and 
hoping  for  a  separate  library  building  in  which  fitly  to  house  the 
thousands  of  books  collected  during  fifty  years  by  the  school  and 
the  two  literary  societies.  Now  our  expectations  have  been  real- 
ized. The  building  was  designed  by  Ruhe  &  Lange,  Architects,  Al- 
lentown,  Pa.,  and  erected  by  the  Ochs  Construction  Company,  of  the 
same  city.  It  occupies  a  site  of  87  by  89  feet,  removed  60  foot  from 
the  highway.  The  structure  is  of  North  Carolina  granite.  The 
front  is  very  imposing.  A  large  stairway  of  granite  leads  to  a  Greek 
portico,  the  roof  of  which  is  supported  by  four  massive  cylindrical 
granite  columns.  The  first  floor  contains  a  rotunda,  extending  up- 
ward to  a  skylighted  dome.  This  building  with  its  fire-proof  con- 
struction, its  monolithic  floors,  its  stairways  of  steel  and  marble  is 
doubtless  the  most  durable  structure  on  our  grounds.  It  is  the 
crowning  glory  of  a  series  of  edifices  begun  fifty  years  ago,  and  re- 
flects great  credit  on  trustees,  architects  and  builders. 

During  the  year  death  claimed  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  Judge  H.  Willis  Bland.  Judge  Bland  was  born  into  a 
humble  home.  In  his  early  boyhood  he  enjoyed  practically  no  educa- 
tional advantages,  but  his  thirst  for  knowledge  stimulated  him  to 
lofty  endeavor,  and  he  rose  to  the  position  of  Orphans'  Court  judge, 
and  was  recognized  as  a  man  of  superior  mental  attainments  and 
rare  eloquence.  His  life  is  an  inspiration  to  every  poor  boy  in 
whom  the  germ  of  aspiration  struggles  for  light. 
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EAST  STKOPDSBUBG,  FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

E.   L.   KEMP,  Principal. 

i,,  tl.P  course  of  study  have  always  justified  them- 
P"  adr  HZ  of  our  graduates  and  in  the  satisfaction  of 
selves  in  the  character  ox  u      g  four-year 

the  teachers  in  the  work  done.    Tin    i just  as 

„  ^+-  nil   Hip  other  advanced  couises  auopieu.     j. 
course  as  ot  a U  to  °*e*  *  seniors  for  their  work  made 

improvement  m  the  PrePar*™  and  ^e  gratification  ana- 

the  last  commencement  an  enjo  able  one  ana         -  ew 

iug  £rom  this  fact  was jarred  only  b to  c »™  J^ 

stronger  in  ^?  ^  jLniatfon  o    to  new  conrse  ot  study  by 
count  our  work  ™  ««™^  ly  academic  study,  from  to 

transferring  »*£>££ £"£,  Arcing  civics  trom  United 
second  year  to  the  timu  yea  ,  substitute  for 

States  History  in  the  third  ^a«/ ^^  t0  fee!  that 
.oology  in  the  second  year.    ^  to jear J  burdensome 

even  as  originally  ""^T^J^Ci  and  the  transference 

for  the  students.     It  was  reiamery 
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The  only  serious  ^f^^\^not  ,  coinplaiut  against  the 

about  the  new  course  of  st udy   s    ealty  no^  ^  ^  ^ 

course  itself,  but  against  me  entrance  require- 
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meats  of  to  ~  J^  bave  been  sacrificed  and  the  rules  govern- 
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The  decrease  in  the  number  of  "^^^^  affairs 
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the  advantage  of  trade  discounts  in  the  purchase  ot  supp 
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While  there  were  some  objections  and  always  possibilities  of  un- 
wise use  of  moneys  incidental  to  the  old  method  of  making  appropria- 
tions to  the  normal  schools,  in  actual  practice  it  was  very  superior 
to  the  present  one.  While  the  local  banks  may  have  gained  a  little 
from  the  deposit  of  reserve  moneys  belonging  to  the  schools,  this 
gain  was  not  taken  from  the  schools.  They  lost  nothing  by  it  and 
were  prepared  to  meet  periods  of  depression  with  comfort  and  econ- 
omy. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  way  will  be  devised  in  which  the 
schools  will  be  more  generously  and  more  wisely  supported  finan- 
cially, than  at  present. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT,  MANSFIELD. 


WILLIAM  R.  STRAUGHN,  Principal. 


It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  give  an  extended  report  of  the  Mans- 
field State  Normal  School  for  the  year.  The  chief  matter  of  inter- 
est was  the  change  in  principals,  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  who  for 
15  years  was  the  efficient  head  of  the  school,  having  resigned  in  De- 
cember to  accept  the  principalship  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal 
School.  The  school  was  ably  managed  by  Vice-Principal  Amos  P. 
Reese  until  the  Spfing  term  when  the  new  principal  took  charge. 

Like  all  of  the  other  normal  schools,  the  attendance  at  Mansfield 
during  the  past  year  was  much  smaller  than  during  the  previous 
year.  Fifty-seven  young  men  and  young  women  were  graduated  in 
the  regular  normal  department,  and  six  completed  the  work  for  the 
Bachelor  of  Pedagogy  degree,  and  one  for  the  Master  of  Pedagogy 
degree.  There  were  31  graduates  in  the  special  departments,  mak- 
ing the  total  number  of  diplomas  issued  95.  All  of  our  graduates 
have  been  successfully  placed  for  the  coming  school  year. 

The  model  school,  which  has  been  building  for  a  year,  was  used 
for  the  first  time  at  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term  of  this  year.  It 
is  a  large  structure,  beautifully  located  on  the  extreme  north  end 
of  the  campus.  The  building  and  the  terracing  were  not  entirely 
finished  until  in  the  fall.  The  change  in  model  school  accommoda- 
tions has  given  to  the  normal  many  more  desirable  class  rooms  in 
alumni  hall,  a  part  of  which  was  formerly  used  for  the  model  school. 
This  has  made  possible  many  improvements  for  the  coming  school 
year.  A  finely  equipped  machine  shop  has  been  added  to  the  wood 
shop  department  in  manual  training.  A  kindergarten  department, 
under  a  supervisor  trained  in  American  kindergarten  methods  and 
under  Dr.  Montessori  in  Rome,  has  been  added  to  the  model  school. 
25 
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The  prospects  for  the  coming  school  year  are  very  favorable. 
There  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  enrollment  of  students  in  the 
regular  and  in  the  special  departments.  At  the  present  writing,  both 
the  girls'  and  boys'  dormitories  are  filled  with  boarding  students. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT,  BLOOMSBURG. 


D.  J.  WALLER,  Jr.,  Principal. 


The  great  advantages  of  pure  water,  pure  air  and  good  drainage 
have  continued  the  phenomenal  record  of  health  that  has  char- 
acterized the  school  throughout  its  history.  Sincerity,  earnestness 
and  industry  pervaded  the  school  as  an  atmosphere  to  such  an  extent 
as  aroused  comment  by  expert  visitors.  Only  a  capable  faculty, 
harmonious,  and  loyal  to  the  highest  interests  of  the  institution  can 
make  such  an  atmosphere  possible. 

As  was  predicted  for  all  the  normal  schools,  the  addition  of  a 
fourth  year  to  the  course  of  study  and  the  restricting  of  State  aid 
to  those  in  the  regular  normal  course  made  the  attendance  fall  be- 
low that  of  the  previous  year,  a  temporary  disadvantage  which  has 
already  passed.  The  lengthening  of  the  course  has  already  produced 
a  closer  correlation  of  the  high  schools  and  the  normal  schools  and 
a  more  cordial  co-operation  by  the  teachers.  It  has  increased  the 
number  of  high  school  graduates  who  prepare  for  the  profession  of 
teaching,  and  has  promoted  the  higher  education  of  teachers  by  mak- 
ing entrance  to  college  easy.  Cornell  University  and  the  University 
of  Michigan,  among  others,  receive  without  examination  graduates 
of  first  grade  high  schools  who  are  also  graduates  of  some  of  the 
normal  schools  and  recommended  by  the  faculty,  to  full  standing  as 
sophomores. 

The  fear  that  the  lengthening  of  the  course  would  bring  our  nor- 
mal schools  down  to  the  level  of  those  of  many  other  states  in  the 
small  attendance  of  young  men  has  been  dissipated.  There  is  no 
appreciable  change.  The  courses  in  domestic  science  and  in  agri- 
culture have  become  popular. 
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SEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SHIPPENSBURG. 


EZRA  LEHMAN,   Principal. 


It  is  gratifying  to  report  at  the  end  of  my  first  year  as  principal 
that  this  normal  school  has  made  substantial  progress.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  there  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  attendance 
from  that  of  the  previous  year,  due  largely  to  the  introduction  of  the 
four-year  course.  The  principal  falling  off,  however,  was  in  the 
senior  class,  which  numbered  but  sixteen  as  compared  with  ninety- 
six  in  1913.  It  is  gratifying  to  report,  however,  that  before  the 
close  of  the  year  our  attendance  surpassed  that  of  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  our  constant  aim  to  bring  the  school 
into  closer  relationship  with  the  community  in  which  it  is  located. 
As  our  district  is  very  largely  agricultural  we  have  paid  special  at- 
tention to  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  our  school.  Our  students 
have  been  given  plots  of  ground  to  plant  and  care  for.  The  work  is 
of  a  very  practical  character  exactly  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  young 
men  and  women  who  will  be  expected  to  teach  agriculture  in  the 
public  schools.  We  have  also  emphasized  the  work  in  manual  train- 
ing, cooking  and  sewing.  The  students  in  manual  training  made 
chairs,  couches,  waste  baskets  and  other  articles  of  definite  value, 
and  the  girls  in  the  sewing  class  made  various  articles  of  dress  for 
themselves.  One  of  the  most  gratifying  features  of  the  work  was 
the  enthusiasm  manifested  by  the  young  people  in  this  phase  of  the 
work. 

Another  very  gratifying  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  young  men  who  entered  our  school.  Almost  40  per 
cent,  of  our  students  at  the  present  time  are  young  men  who  are 
actively  engaged  in  preparing  for  teaching.  The  authorities  of  the 
school  are  giving  every  encouragement  possible  to  the  boys  of  our 
district  to  induce  them  to  enter  normal.  So  urgent  is  the  demand  for 
young  men  properly  qualified  for  positions  in  high  schools  that  we 
have  not  been  able  to  fill  half  the  requests  that  have  come  to  us  for 
skilled  male  teachers. 

Recognizing  the  demand  for  teachers  qualified  to  give  instruction 
in  the  commercial  branches  in  the  high  schools  of  the  State  we  have 
organized  a  complete  commercial  department  under  the  supervision 
of  Prof.  J.  M.  Lantz,  for  a  long  time  principal  of  the  Keystone  Busi- 
ness College.  The  course  includes  all  the  pedagogical  work  required, 
in  the  regular  course  and  will  meet  the  needs  of  superintendents  and 
principals  who  are  looking  about  in  a  vain  effort  to  secure  well- 
trained  commercial  teachers.    I  trust  that  it  may  be  possible  for  the 
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State  Department  of  Education  in  the  near  future  to  give  full 
recognition  to  the  commercial  course  as  a  regular  course  in  the 
normal  schools. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  athletics.  We  have  tried  to 
broaden  the  scope  of  our  physical  activities  so  as  to  bring  all  the 
students  of  the  school  into  active  participation  in  some  branch  of 
sport.  We  have  class  games  in  basketball  for  both  men  and  women, 
and  the  young  men  of  the  various  classes  and  organizations  have 
been  encouraged  to  organize  baseball  teams.  Track  and  field  sports 
were  introduced  for  the  first  time  this  year.  Our  physical  director, 
Mr.  H.  W.  Snyder,  is  so  much  encouraged  by  the  interest  manifested 
that  this  feature  will  be  made  permanent.  Besides  tennis  for  girls, 
we  have  introduced  field  hockey  and  expect  to  devote  considerable 
attention  to  it.  The  beneficial  results  of  regular  exercise  are  al- 
ready apparent  in  our  student  body. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  we  expect  to  be  able  to  occupy  our  new 
model  school  building  during  the  coming  year.  We  will  thus  gain 
additional  room  in  our  administration  building  which  is  urgently 

needed. 

On  June  23  of  this  year  the  school  celebrated  the  graduation  of 
its  fortieth  class.  A  reunion  of  all  the  classes  was  held  and  more 
than  a  thousand  alumni  representing  every  class  from  '74  to  '14  were 
present.  The  occasion  was  one  long  to  be  remembered  and  will  un- 
doubtedly mean  much  for  the  further  progress  of  the  school. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT,  LOCK  HAVEN. 


GEORGE  P.   SINGER,   Principal. 


The  thirty-seventh  annual  commencement  of  the  Central  State 
Normal  School  marked  the  passing  of  41  young  people  into  the 
ranks  of  teachers,  with  diplomas  in  the  four-year  course  of  study. 

Despite  this  small  senior  class  the  enrollment  was  the  largest  the 
school  has  had  since  1899  as  is  shown  by  the  following  record  com- 
piled from  the  annual  catalogues:  1894,  651;  1895,  655;  1896,  757 
1897,  722;  1898,  778;  1899,  741;   1900,  623;   1901,  461;   1902,  553 
1903,  539;  1904,  640;   1905,  620;  1906,  636;   1907,  619;   1908,  632 
1909,   652;   1910,  652;  1911,  667;   1912,  597;   1913,   658;   1914,  725. 

This  splendid  enrollment  is  due  to  the  active  interest  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  alumni  who  are  working  zealously  for  the  growth 
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of  their  alma  mater  and  to  the  personality  of  the  faculty  which  has 
been  kept  intact  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  training  school  has  steadily  increased  in  its  efficiency  and 
organized  as  it  is,  with  a  live  superintendent  and  an  active  corps 
of  expert  critic  teachers  offers  facilities  for  practice-teaching  in  the 
grades  from  the  kindergarten  to  the  high  school.  Students  who 
spend  two  years  in  practice  teaching  in  this  model  school  after  the 
four  years'  high  school  course  ought  to  make  good  in  the  schools 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  school  was  honored  in  having  as  the  commencement  speaker 
one  of  its  distinguished  graduates,  Dr.  W.  G.  Chambers,  dean  of  the 
School  of  Education  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 


NINTH  DISTRICT.  INDIANA. 


JAMES  E.  AMENT,  Principal. 


This  institution  had  its  1914  commencement  July  1st,  graduating 
a  class  of  185.  Of  these,  127  were  from  the  regular  normal  course; 
23  from  the  commercial  course;  28  from  the  music  courses;  7  from 
the  special  art  course. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  school  during  the  year  was  1,339.  Of 
these,  260  belonged  to  the  model  school. 

The  above  shows  a  slight  falling  off  in  our  enrollment  as  compared 
with  the  year  1912-13.  I  am  glad  to  say,  however,  that  the  school 
has  greatly  increased  for  the  present  year,  and  will  be  as  large  as 
ever. 

The  Central  Heat  and  Power  Plant  for  this  institution  mentioned 
in  my  report  of  a  year  ago,  was  completed,  the  grounds  graded, 
and  the  plant  put  in  running  order  at  a  total  cost  of  $124,177.33. 
This  plant  furnishes  power  for  our  laundry,  kitchen,  elevators,  etc., 
provides  all  light  for  the  institution,  even  on  the  grounds,  and  fur- 
nishes heat.  We  believe  it  is  the  best  central  plant  of  its  kind  in 
the  State. 

Indiana  is  making  other  improvements  this  year.  We  are  adding 
a  thirty  thousand  dollar  addition  to  our  girls'  dormitory,  in  which 
the  rooms  will  be  quite  modern  in  every  way.  This  addition  will 
take  care  of  72  girls. 

We  just  completed,  a  short  time  ago,  an  ambulatory,  extending 
around  three  sides  of  the  Recreation  Hall.    The  Recreation  Hall,  it- 
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self,  was  entirely  redone  and  redecorated — the  whole  at  a  cost  of 
$10,000. 

We  are  now  carrying  out  improvements  that  will  enlarge  our 
kitchen  and  give  us  additional  cellar  room.  We  are  also  making  a 
water-proof  cave  in  which  to  store  fruit.  These  improvements  will 
cost  about  three  thousand  dollars. 

There  is  a  strong  demand  for  the  graduates  of  this  school,  we  be- 
ing able  to  place  every  one  that  Ave  have  turned  out. 

Not  many  changes  were  made  in  the  faculty  for  this  year.  The 
heads  of  departments  remain  as  they  have  been.  The  assistants  added 
have  all  been  teachers  of  some  experience,  who  are  graduates  of  such 
institutions  as  Smith  College,  Mt.  Holyoke  College.  Teachers'  Col- 
lege of  Columbia  University,  and  Princeton  University.  As  far  as 
possible  Ave  employ  no  teachers  that  have  not  had  some  normal  school 
experience. 


TENTH  DISTRICT,  CALIFORNIA. 


W.    S.   HERTZOG,   Principal. 


The  second  year  of  my  administration  has  been  notable  on  ac- 
count of  the  many  changes  which  occurred  in  the  management  of 
the  institution.  Late  in  the  summer  of  1913  the  office  of  business 
manager  was  abolished  and  the  responsibilities  attached  to  that  of- 
fice were  placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  principal.  A  new  organi- 
zation became  necessary,  and  a  matron  and  superintendent  of 
grounds  and  buildings  were  selected  to  aid  the  principal  in  the  busi- 
ness affairs  of  the  school.  It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  to  be  able 
to  report  that  where  as  a  year  ago  a  deficit  of  $11,000  was  reported 
on  the  year's  business,  this  year,  with  a  slightly  reduced  attendance, 
we  have  a  balance  to  devote  to  improvements  of  over  $3,000. 

While  the  first  step  looking  toward  State  ownership  had  been 
taken  in  the  preceding  year  it  was  not  until  May  7,  1914,  that  the 
actual  transfer  occurred  in  Pittsburgh.  A  new  Board  of  great 
strength  was  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  these 
nine  men  are  talcing  great  interest  in  their  work,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  the  smaller  board  will  become  a  great  advantage. 
This  change  came  too  late  in  the  year  for  the  institution  to  reap 
much  benefit  but  all  of  its  officials  look  forward  with  pleasant  antici- 
pation to  the  new  relationship  upon  which  we  have  just  entered. 
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In  addition  to  these  two  changes,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  school,  the  town  board  conducted  a  separate  school  in  a  fine 
new  modern  building.  In  spite  of  these  circumstances,  however,  the 
enrollment  in  the  training  school  was  over  130.  These  pupils  receive 
the  benefits  of  the  institution  absolutely  free.  As  a  feeder  to  the 
training  school,  and  because  of  its  necessity  to  complete  the  circle 
of  teacher  training  a  most  efficient  kindergarten  was  opened  in  the 
early  fall.  This  venture  has  proved  to  be  very  successful,  and  is 
greatly  appreciated  both  by  the  children  and  parents.  A  number 
of  our  students  are  taking  training  for  kindergarten  work. 

Under  the  direction  of  Prof.  W.  H.  F.  Wentzel,  a  school  garden 
was  organized  in  which  the  children  of  the  higher  grades  in  the 
training  school  took  plots  10x20,  and  a  senior  from  the  agriculture 
class  worked  with  the  student.  This  move  .received  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  parents  and  children,  and  has  proved  to  be  an  interesting 
object  lesson  to  the  public.  The  agriculture  class  had  the  advantage 
of  observation  in  a  demonstration  orchard.  One  of  Dr.  Surface's 
men,  Mr.  P.  T.  Barnes,  made  several  visits  here  to  show  how  the 
pruning  and  spraying  should  be  conducted. 

The  departments  of  manual  training  and  domestic  science  have 
been  well  equipped  during  the  year.  Children  in  the  training  school 
above  the  third  grade  received  benefits  of  these  two  departments. 
Apparatus  and  equipment  costing  more  than  $1,500  were  installed 
in  these  departments.  The  quarters  occupied  by  the  department  of 
household  arts  are  most  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose,  a  sew- 
ing room,  dining  room,  and  kitchen  having  been  equipped. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  year  was  a  conference  of  principals  and 
superintendents  held  in  the  normal  school  early  in  February.  These 
men  and  women  were  entertained  by  the  institution,  and  the  better 
acquaintance  with  what  the  normal  school  is  trying  to  do,  and  the 
requirements  in  the  schools  represented  by  these  men  will  result  in 
lasting  good.    It  is  hoped  to  make  this  an  annual  feature. 

We  were  most  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Dr.  O.  T.  Cor- 
son, of  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  10  lectures  in  one  week,  the  week  of 
May  10th.  Students  and  teachers  alike  rejoiced  in  the  intellectual 
and  moral  uplift  which  resulted  from  these  magnificent  addresses. 

Dr.  C.  L.  Ehrenfeld,  the  last  of  the  ex-principals  of  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  school,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  York,  Pa., 
in  mid-winter.  He  was  a  man  who  had  devoted  many  years  of  hard 
work  to  the  best  interests  of  this  institution,  and  had  been  a  man 
of  great  power  and  influence  wherever  his  lot  had  been  cast. 

During  commencement  week  the  alumni  decided  to  raise  funds 
to  purchase  oil  paintings  of  ex-principals,    J.   C.   Gilchrist,    C.  L. 
Ehrenfeld,  C?orge  P.  Beard  and  Dr.  Theodore  B.  Noss,  all  of  whom 
have  died  within  recent  years. 
f'5— 6— 1914 
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Commencement  season  this  rear  was  marked  by  the  large  number 
of  visiting  alumni,  and  by  the  excellence  of  the  addresses.  The 
baccalaureate  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Herbert  L.  Willett,  of 
the  University  of  Chicago,  and  the  commencement  address  by  Dr. 
E.  E.  Sparks,  of  State  College. 

The  State  Board  passed  133  students  into  the  senior  class  for 
next  year.  This  year  only  43  graduated  on  account  of  the  change  in 
the  course.  Next  year  we  can  look  forward  to  an  increased  enroll- 
ment, and  many  improvements  in  connection  with  the  school. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


ALBERT  E.   MALTBY,  Principal. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  growth  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School.  The  attendance  has  been  en- 
couraging, considering  the  recent  changes  in  the  normal  school 
course.  The  graduating  class  numbered  38,  and  98 "students  were 
admitted  to  the  third-year  class.  The  opening  term  of  the  new  school 
year  gives  promise  of  largely  increased  attendance. 

The  benefits  of  library  work  as  conducted  by  our  librarian,  Miss 
Mabel  McCarnes,  are  shown  in  the  increased  interest  manifested  by 
the  students  in  good  literature,  and  greater  use  made  of  the  refer- 
ence library  in  the  preparation  of  lessons  and  their  work  in  the 
literary  societies. 

Increased  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  superior  course  of  en- 
tertainments and  lectures  offered  by  the  school,  and  in  the  ability 
of  the  men  who  have  been  engaged  as  lecturers. 

The  members  of  the  faculty  deserve  praise  for  their  earnest  ef- 
forts to  help  build  up  the  school.  The  school  can  not  be  stronger  than 
its  teachers.  The  trustees  have  always  been  careful  in  the  selection 
of  the  men  and  women  who  have  charge  of  the  different  departments 
of  instruction.  Miss  Lois  D.  McCobb,  instructor  in  vocal  music,  re- 
signed at  the  end  of  the  school  year  to  enter  upon  further  study  of 
music.  The  position  thus  opened  has  been  filled  by  the  election  of 
Miss  Edua  W.  Hurd,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.  Miss  Hurd  is  a  graduate  from 
the  supervisors'  course  in  public  school  music  of  Cornell  University, 
the  Utica  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  of  Oberlin  Conservatory.  One 
year  abroad  has  been  spent  in  Leipsig,  Germany.  Greatly  improved 
work  in  the  model  school  will  doubtless  result  from  the  supervisory 
work  given  to  the  teacheES  in  the  practice  school. 
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The  equipment  of  the  department  of  domestic  science  has  been 
completed,  and  the  popularity  of  the  work  has  led  to  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  tables  and  cabinets  used.  In  this  work  the  inten- 
tion of  the  school  authorities  is  to  make  the  practical  application 
of  the  principles  of  physics  and  chemistry  the  foundation  for  perma- 
nent results. 

A  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  remodeling  of  50  rooms 
in  the  ladies'  dormitory.  Large  double  windows  increase  the  light 
and  improve  the  ventilation.  The  paper  in  many  more  rooms  has 
been  replaced,  the  floors  repainted,  and  new  floor-rugs  purchased. 

Increased  attention  has  been  given  to  the  systematic  instruction 
in  physical  culture,  especially  in  its  relation  to  the  practice  school. 
Mrs.  D.  C.  McLaughlin  has  been  associated  with  Prof.  McLaughlin  in 
this  work.  The  school  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  gymnasiums  in 
the  State. 

In  all  cases  of  sickness  of  students,  prompt  attention  often  pre- 
vents serious  illness.  An  efficient  graduate  nurse,  Mrs.  Jennie  Mur- 
phy, has  been  placed  in  charge  of  this  department. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT,  EDINBORO. 


FRANK  E.  BAKER,  Principal. 


The  year  1913-14  was  one  of  steady  progress  for  the  Edinboro  State 
Normal  School.  In  spite  of  the  small  senior  class,  due  to  the  addi- 
tion of  one  year  to  the  course  of  study,  the  school  made  a  slight  gain 
in  attendance.  There  was  a  small  decrease  in  State  aid  which  is 
accounted  for  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  privilege  of  free  tuition 
from  the  members  of  the  commercial  and  college  preparatory  depart- 
ments. 

The  contract  with  the  borough  of  Edinboro,  by  which  the  first 
eight  grades  of  the  public  schools  were  used  as  a  training  depart- 
ment for  the  normal,  was  in  operation  throughout  the  year.  Under 
the  able  direction  of  Mr.  George  E.  Freeland,  this  plan  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  able  to  renew  the  con- 
tract for  three  years. 

The  notable  event  of  the  year  was  the  transfer  on  April  17,  1914, 
of  the  school  to  the  Commonwealth,  under  the  provisions  of  the  new 
Code. 

The  most  important  addition  to  the  physical  equipment  was  the 
installation  of  a  modern  domestic  science  department,  which,  when 
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completed,  will  consist  of  a  kitchen,  dining  room,  bedroom  and  living 
room.  The  kitchen  and  dining  room  are  already  in  use;  the  model 
bedroom  and  living  room  will  be  added  this  year. 

As  a  result  of  the  State  Board  examinations,  held  on  June  17,  18 
and  19,  45  seniors  were  granted  normal  diplomas  and  96  juniors 
were  promoted  to  the  senior  class. 


THIRTEENTH   DISTRICT,   CLARION. 


ANDREW   THOMAS   SMITH,    Principal. 


The  present  school  year — the  twenty-seventh  for  the  normal  school 
of  the  thirteenth  district— has  been  a  broken  one,  and  yet  we  are 
able  to  make  a  favorable  report  at  its  close. 

School  opened  in  September  without  a  principal,  but  with  Dr. 
John  Ballentine  as  the  efficient  acting  principal.  Enrollment  for  the 
fall  term  did  not  go  above  two  hundred  twenty -seven. 

Wishing  to  be  relieved  of  the  burdens  of  administrative  work,  Dr. 
Ballentine  was  succeeded  by  the  present  principal  on  January  5, 
1914,  one  week  after  the  opening  of  the  winter  term.  Enrollment  for 
this  term  reached  two  hundred  thirty-one,  but  in  the  spring  term  we 
came  up  to  four  hundred  sixteen  and  the  whole  number  of  different 
students  during  the  year  is  four  hundred  sixty-four. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  the  present  principal  severs  his  con- 
nection with  the  school,  after  having  been  in  it  for  so  short  a  time, 
because  everyone — trustees,  faculty  and  students — has  been  so  sym- 
pathetically responsive  to  his  leadership  as  to  make  advance- 
ment rapid  and  personal  friendships  close. 

The  trustees  were  unanimous  in  their  choice  of  Prof.  Amos  P. 
Reese  as  principal.  Professor  Reese  has  been  for  twelve  years  con- 
nected with  the  Mansfield  Normal  School  as  professor  of  mathema- 
tics, vice  principal  and  acting  principal.  He  declined  to  permit  him- 
self to  be  considered  for  the  principalship  of  that  school,  though 
urged  twice  by  an  official  of  the  Board  to  do  so.  His  ideals,  teach- 
ing ability,  and  administrative  skill  insure  to  this  school  a  continu- 
ance of  the  policies  which  have  brought  it  to  its  present  high  state 
of  efficiency. 
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REPORT  OF  DEAN  OF  STATE  SUMMER  SCHOOL 


STATE  COLLEGE. 


EDWIN  R.   SMITH,  Acting  Director. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  S.  E.  Weber,  director  of  the  summer  ses- 
sion of  The  Pennsylvania  State  College,  to  accept  the  superintendency 
of  the  Scranton  schools,  made  a  vacancy  which  was  temporarily  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  E.  R.  Smith  as  acting  director.  Dr. 
Smith  makes  the  following  report  of  the  summer  session ;  it  is  partly 
supported  by  State  school  funds: 

The  enrollment  of  the  summer  session  was  814  teachers  and  li- 
brarians of  whom  161  were  men  and  653  were  women.  Out  of  this 
number  774  received  credit  for  courses  satisfactorily  completed.  The 
increase  in  attendance  amounts  to  250,  which  is  45  per  cent,  of  the 
enrollment  of  the  previous  year.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  stu- 
dents had  attended  at  least  one  previous  summer  session  of  the  col- 
lege. It  ought  to  be  added  that  there  were  293  of  those  enrolled  who 
had  attended  a  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  and  63  who 
had  received  a  college  degree.  These  large  numbers  together  with 
the  high  standard  of  work  reported  by  the  instructors  gives  evidence 
that  tbe  preparation  of  the  students  was  of  a  higher  grade  than  at 
any  of  the  previous  sessions. 

The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  students  according  to  their 
credentials  for  entrance: 

Normal  diploma, 234 

College,    33 

Permanent  certificates,   184 

Professional  certificates, 132 

Provisional  certificates, 145 

Special  certificates, 22 

No  certificates, 64 

♦     Total, 814 

The  latter  number  includes  the  librarians,  teachers  from  other 
states  paying  full  tuition,  those  teaching  in  private  schools,  and  those 
who  are  preparing  to  teach. 
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This  year  G4  of  the  67  counties  of  the  State  were  represented.  The 
attendance  by  counties  for  this  and  the  previous  year  was  as  follows: 


1913. 

1914. 

1913. 

1914. 

3 

37 
1 
7 
2 
7 

10 
7 
2 
3 
7 

3 

41 
4 
4 
18 
10 
14 
1 
10 
11 
3 
9 
6 
12 

4 
1 
2 
1 
7 
3 
1 
27 
5 
2 
S 
2 
48 
23 
3 
1 

2 
60 

7 
9 
1 

7 
24 

4 

2 

2 
23 

6 
42 

9 

7 
38 
IS 
10 

1 

n 

19 
6 

5 
6 

1 
1 
8 

5 
8 
8 

13 
1 

90 
2 
8 
6 
4 

72 

20 
3 
2 

12 
4 
9 
2 

21 

12 
2 
2 
4 

28 

12 
1 
2 
1 
3 
5 
1 
1 
2 
5 
6 

13 
5 

23 

16 

3 

19 

1 

15 

18 

2 

1 

1 

37 

22 

12 

2 

4 
6 

6 
1 
2 

9 

7 

21 

4 

21 

546 

785 

Other  States. 

1 

1 
2 

=3= 

1 

1 

1 

7 
4 
2 

18 

2 

2 

1 

3 

17 



T         ll'«. 

29 

563 



814 

(Cameron,   Fulton  and  Snyder  counties  not  represented  in  1914.) 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  statistics  concerning  the  num- 
ber of  students  receiving  credit  in  the  various  courses  during  the 
five  summer  sessions: 


Agriculture,     

Botany 

Chemistry,     

Domestic   science   and   art, 

Education,     

English,     

Forestry,     

French 

Geography,     

German,     

Greek,     

History 

Industrial   art 

Industrial    education 

Latin,     

Library    (teachers'    course) 

Mathematics,      

Music,     

Physical  education 

Physics 

Psychology 

tPulilic  speaking,    

Spanish 

Zoology 

Total,     


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

13 

23 

65 

57 

18 

11 

20 

16 

24 

29 

36 

62 

18 

33 

96 

171 

40 

76 

134 

304 

53 

70 

73 

83 

* 

* 

» 

* 

* 

11 

14 

15 

* 

* 

* 

22 

39 

35 

43 

61 

* 

2 

2 

17 

14 

26 

44 

22 

20 

127 

186 

8 

12 

67 

50 

35 

42 

32 

35 

* 

• 

4 

4 

25 

31 

42 

47 

* 

8 

59 

46 

* 

* 

» 

* 

13 

9 

16 

* 

* 

24 

37 

17 

22 

* 

* 

3 

2 

14 

9 

23 

28 

337 

469 

946 

1,367 

62 
25 
69 
287 
576 
123 
4 

22 

25 

77 

2 

47 

244 

102 

23 

6 

58 

132 

46 

42 

62 

45 

6 

27 


2,112 


•Not   offered. 


t English  included  public  speaking  in  sessions  of  1910  and  1911. 
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These  statistics  show  that  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
the  enrollment  in  almost  all  the  departments.  Tn  some  departments 
the  increase  was  much  greater  than  anticipated  and  resulted  in 
overcrowded  class  rooms  and  laboratories.  Especially  was  this  true 
in  the  courses  in  methods,  in  industrial  art,  and  in  home  economics. 
As  a  means  of  relief  from  this  condition  I  would  suggest  that  the 
following  new  courses  be  offered  next  year:  In  methods,  grammar 
school  arithmetic  and  English  grammar;  in  industrial  art,  black- 
board sketching  and  outdoor  sketchiDg;  in  home  economics,  a  course 
in  textiles  and  a  course  in  intermediate  sewing.  Such  expansion 
would  require  an  additional  instructor  in  each  of  the  departments 
mentioned. 

The  school  of  observation  was  successful  and  should,  I  believe,  be 
continued.  However,  I  would  suggest  that  the  school  be  transferred 
from  the  public  school  building  to  one  of  the  college  buildings,  if 
suitable  arrangements  can  be  made.  The  parents  of  the  children 
attending  the  school  of  observation  and  the  model  kindergarten 
have  shown  at  all  times  a  kind  and  appreciative  attitude.  Their 
continued  co-operation  is  necessary  in  order  that  the  work  may  reach 
its  highest  efficiency. 

The  work  which  was  begun  in  physical  education  should  be  con- 
tinued and  I  recommend  that  the  following  courses  be  added:  a  course 
in  playground  supervision  to  be  conducted  partly  in  connection  with 
the  school  of  observation,  and  class  in  folk  dancing  and  pageantry 
production. 

The  attendance  of  so  large  a  number  of  college  graduates,  many  of 
whom  desire  to  take  work  leading  to  a  master's  degree,  makes  neces- 
sary, in  my  judgment,  an  extension  of  the  facilities  of  the  summer 
session  for  graduate  study.  While  it  does  not  seem  feasible  at 
this  time  to  offer  many  courses  of  a  strictly  graduate  character,  I 
believe,  however,  that  the  need  can  be  met  in  many  departments  by 
offering  seminary  courses.  Tn  such  courses^the  instructor  could  give 
direction  and  help  to  those  doing  advanced  study  and  research  as 
well  as  supplement  the  work  done  in  the  regular  classes  so  that 
graduate  credit  can  be  given. 
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521,345  13 

533,625  13 

728,207  19 

823,784  82 

723.082  57 

497.030  76 

747,297  13 

S65.819  70 

684,127  86 

696,478  18 

700,340  SI 

802,103  IS 

S03.344  24 

802,  HI  12 

S03.190  71 

1,207,009  52 

1.206,204  94 

1,564,603  81 

1,560,267  3S 

2,901,116  80 

4  039.766  22 

4,432,647  24 

4,439,752  79 

4.389,029  79 

4,391, 574  31 

4, 637, 585  07 

■no    9S 

5.291,154  03 
4,355, 601  04 

4,658.210  43 
4,597  616  83 
4,576,413  32 
4.483,153  51 
4,525,545  67 
4,532,539  75 
6,10S,263  32 
6,254,506  91 
6,043,814  57 
6,097.747  19 
6,040,779  67 
6,034,355  31 


$1,167 

1,401, 
1,603, 
1,180, 
2,009, 
2,039, 
2,015, 
2,108 
1,965, 
1,980, 
2,143, 
2,43S, 
3,013 
3,616 
4,016 
4,438, 
4,731, 
5,016, 
5,229, 
5,543, 
5,787, 
5,983, 
6,003, 
6,627, 
5.2S9, 
4,923 
4, SIS, 
5,031, 
5,452, 
5,676. 
6,313, 
6,519, 
6,672, 
6,946 
7,134 
7.869 
7,923 
8,061 
8,187, 
7,776 
8,677 
2,598 
9,926 
9,351, 
9 ,  275 
10,078 
10,500, 
10,887 
12.687 
17.781 
13,0S5 
14,866 
15,981, 
16.756 
19,114 
20,758 
21,019, 
22.172 
22,537 
25,461 
2S.3S0 


119  32 
30O  15 
844  15 
143  07 
437  00 
084  06 
7S5  20 
4S7  33 
164  91 
473  26 
348  20' 
640  37 
057  33 
285  23 
919  12 
916  66 
049  86 
801  73 
02!  68 
985  2F 
SS3  95 
004  90 
443  31 
943  5b 

646  2:; 

,S74  62 
594  36 
779  70 
902  2S 
545  57 
832  62 
.927  78 
1S5  29 
949  23 
701  52 
505  56 
622  43 
137  92 
S93  57 
101  6? 
582  67 
542  71 
162  78 
011  31 
229  60 
540  87 
962  67 
613  25 
415  80 
5S9  S4 
,707  91 
554  00 
970  73 
672  21 
954  97 
,275  04 
917  25 
202  15 
,751  98 
020  03 
,778  86 


5.50 

5  72 

5.71 

5.43 

5.43 

3.55 

4.75 

4.  CO 

5.00 

5.89 

6.56 

7.25 

7.53 

7.63 

7.76 

7.71 

7.27 

7.50 

7.55 

6.33 

6.27 

5.96 

5.42 

5.08 

5.04 

5.08 

5.39 

5.69 

6.06 

6.14 

6.16 

5.94 

7.64 

6.19 

5.SS 

5.96 

5.86 

4.54 

8.40 

4.52 

4.99 

4.83 

3.14 

3.78 

5.12 

5. IS 

5.23 

5.51 

5.85 

6.29 

6.65 

6.85 

6.77 

7.01 

7.14 

6.89 

7.43 

8.72 

8.79 


$1,127,922  61 
1,371,706  14 
1,534,732  32 
1,554,780  64 

1,621,379  00 
1,639,383  20 
1,783,114  48 
1,756,307  38 
1,797,347  36 
2,016,310  17 
2,318,069  IS 
2,801,759  31 
3,4S9,237  31 
4,314,028  52 
5,068,316  72 
5,6S4,977  21 
451  64 
5,438,656  2:1 
6,671,949  93 
6,808,917  69 
7,247,263  63 
6,918,811  03 
6,623,273  00 
6,229,714  59 
6,282,110  7S 
5,859,009  06 
6,499,120  91 
6.6S6.256  93 
7,365,217  19 
7,623,678  37 
S. 095 ,942  IS 
S,10",Sfifi  59 
8,845.087  22 
8,836,053  35 
9,008,852  33 
9,581,095  75 
S, 450, 909  25 
10,820,029  55 

10.289.197  07 
11,131.332  03 
12,058,899  69 

12.424.198  47 
13.52S.246  38 
13.276.078  00 
13,992,397  52 
15,224,091  77 
16.314,489  32 
20,786.954  07 
17,781,589  84 
18,860,273  03 
21,480,604  OS 
23.196.3S6  38 
23.918,787  47 
26,278,511  84 
29.374,551  86 
30,264.947  54 
33,548,310  34 
34,518,976  97 
37. 830, SOS  47 
46,546,069  29 


.$256,735  92 

266, 19S  76 

322,125  37 

444, 2S5  56 

454,343  53 

531,413  S5 

448,  42i;  2X 

496,124  67 

305,796  90 

394,767  35 

188,517  09 

374,450  97 

596,669  09 

985,237  31 

1,357,726  99 

1,104,860  21 

2,560,137  42 

3,006,194  41 

2,536,637  39 

1,477,949  93 

1,600,131  62 

1,722,103  54 

1.245,387  23 

961,915  02 

877,382  06 

878,808  93 

S09.S96  51 

1,067,471  34 

1,139,355  44 

1,431,670  68 

1,405,526  81 

1,566,323  91 

1,537,565  15 

1,461,673  43 

1,642,961  33 

1,799,121  10 

2,131,095  75 

2,892,607  68 

2,378,780  77 

2,979,271  21 

2.834.091  22 

3,182,749  40 

3,297,416  67 

3,296,294  14 

2,933,843  23 

2,736,897  04 

3,061,523  90 

3.394.531  34 
3,186,783  18 
3,617,771  24 
3,675,240  30 
4,581,273  53 
4,730,329  65 
4,306,677  81 

4.764.532  57 
6,039.450  CO 
5,993,886  51 
6,525.256  61 
6  033,441  20 
fi,196.ficn  94 
7,660,922  64 


$1,041,571  19 
1,145,730  22 
1,137,357  92 
1,235,922  65 
1,407,159  35 
1,442,171  70 
1,436,063  00 
1,367,181  3S 
1,698,040  01 
1,098,664  01 
1,990,777  S3 
2,211,521  70 
2,482,512  63 
2,019,169  93 
2,819,444  00 
3,010,690  33 
3,183,418  S6 
3,221,121  78 
2,424,970  91 
3,596,004  47 
3,755,309  66 
3.826,987  12 
3,824,728  SO 
3,651,883  OO 
3,544,552  72 
3,606.911  82 
3,67:1,225  S3 
3,830.079  52 
5,095,658  50 
4,282,191  12 
4,447,618  69 
4,582,374  25 
4,673,324  30 
5,044,3S5  15 
5,240,826  22 
5,438,587  21 
4,694,332  84 
6.02S, 019  91 
6,672,850  02 
6,995,022  56 
7.206,202  88 
7,460,547  01 
7,839,216  45 
8,020,396  SI 
8,358,092  99 
8,772,506  65 
8,'874,295  97 
9,302,405  95 

•  9.950,491  38 
10,303.035  43 
11,237,161  96 
11,858,661  36 
12,402,096  68 
13,900.365  40 
14,643.935  51 
15,293.136  04 
16,096,601  90 
16,567,759  53 
18,042,447  91 
IS, 852,300  91 


$110,383  96 

260,615  29 

172,572  92 

162,670  98 

167,721  07 

209,956  28 

223,497  39 

232,337  31 

250,566  52 

390,227  30 

410, 346  26 

458,317  61 

601,087  21 

643,217  88 

727,624  05 

807,713  82 

799,275  48 

S63.738  96 

1,756,111  73 

1,652,651  94 

1,961,341  60 

2,006,833  88 

1,948,470  46 

1,817,494  11 

1,679,297  20 

1,584,365  92 

1,703,224  99 

1,687,912  96 

1,850.849  50 

1,965.706  63 

2,086,505  9S 

2,117,667  28 

2,171,481  66 

2,297,364  51 

2,504,880  71 

2,656,950  93 

2,829.690  06 

2,37S,7S0  77 

2,434,968  49 

3,637,038  74 

3.912.622  13 
4,016,808  96 
4,104.615  52 
4,095,S17  03 
4,402,261  43 
4,714,192  82 
4,819,126  03 
5.182,928  92 
5,386,212  07 
6.118,444  34 

6.493.623  31 
6,831,798  48 
7,195,515  70 
7,456,741  63 
9,023.761  77 
8,859,567  59 

10,275,352  89 
12,726.015  94 
13,780,861  29 
15,445.161  95 
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Average    Monthly    Wages    of    Male    Teachers    by    Counties    for    the    School    Year 

Ending  July  6,    1914. 


Allegheny,    $117  51 

Delaware,    115  42 

Elk,    93  87 

Lackawanna,   87  12 

McKean,  87  03 

Luzerne,   85  29 

Chester,    83  21 

Cambria ,    78  32 

Westmoreland ,    78  02 

Leaver,   77  53 

Schuylkill,  76  31 

Washington ,  75  53 

Fayette,   74  15 

Montgomery ,    72  72 

Warren,   72  60 

Susquehanna ,  72  01 

Cameron ,   70  50 

Carbon,     , 69  80 

Erie,     69  05 

Tioga,    68  48 

Blair,  68  16 

Potter,  68  09 

Bradford,    68  02 

Lancaster,   67  49 

Bucks,  67  18 

Clinton,    66  16 

Wyoming ,    65  99 

Venango,    65  98 

Armstrong,    65  76 

Wayne,   65  59 

Dauphin,   65  56 

Northampton,    65  56 


Lawrence, 


Mercer, 


Clarion, 


63  96 


Northumberland ,   63  23 

Crawford ,    62  51 

Jefferson ,     62  47 

Forest,    62  37 

Mifflin ,    61  80 

Clearfield,    61  75 

Lehigh,   61  39 

Greene,   61  04 

Lebanon,    60  99 


60  86 


Cumberland,  59  46 

Columbia,    59  10 


59  06 


Butler,     f96 

Indiana,    58  91 
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n     .  58  00 

Centre ,    

Berks,    

e  ,  57  41 

Somerset ,  

56  95 

Monroe,    

.,       ...  56  24 

1  ranklin ,    

„..  56  21 

Pike ,    

55  64 

Lycoming,    

__  .  55  50 

Tj  nion ,  

„    ,  55  16 

York,   

.,     .  54  93 

Montour,    


Sullivan,  

Bedford,  .... 
Huntingdon, 

Adams 

Juniata,    

Perry ,    

Snyder,    

Fulton,    


53  95 
53  80 
53  14 
52  83 
52  81 
51  69 
48  67 
44  89 


Average   Monthly    Wages   of   Female   Teachers    by    Counties    for   the    School   Year 

Ending  July  6,   1914. 


Allegheny,   $63  M 

~  ,  57  40 

Delaware,    

Washington ,  

Schuylkill,  M  31 

„,     .        .  .      .  54  68 

Westmoreland ,    

^,       . .  53  26 

Fayette 

52  77 
Montgomery,    

_  52  68 

Beaver,   

Northampton ,     . .  - 

Elk,    5172 

.-,      ,    .  51  65 

Cambria ,    

n  51  44 

Greene,     

r  51  15 

Luzerne,   

McKean, 50  85 

,      ,  50  69 

Lackawanna,   

,,,   .  50  32 

Blair ,     

Lancaster,     

„     ,  50  16 

Bucks ,     

T  ,  .  .  50  09 

Lehigh,     

r   .  49  92 

Lebanon ,    • 

Chester 49  58 

T                                                                                                                                        ....  49  30 

Lawrence,    

Venango,    49  ^ 

Berks,      4925 

Cumberland,    ^  95 

Columbia,    48  81 

40 
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Dauphin ,     48  78 

Warren,    48  54 

Northumberland ,    48  46 

Armstrong,   48  35 

Erie 48  33 

Forest,    48  11 

Carbon,  48  05 

Bradford,  47  92 

Butler,    47  88 

( Jameron,     47  84 

Franklin,   , 47  73 

Union,     47  72 

Potter,     47  59 

Lycoming,    47  57 

Mercer,    47  57 

Wyoming,    47  34 

Crawford,    47  29 

Mifflin,      47  24 

Juniata ,      47  24 

York, 47  12 

Monroe,    46  71 

Wayne,     46  63 

Pike,    46  67 

Indiana ,     46  54 

Jefferson,     46  54 

Tioga,    46  44 

Clarion,    46  40 

Centre,    46  20 

Somerset,     46  15 

Clinton,    46  13 

Adams,    46  11 

Sullivan,     46  11 

Susquehanna ,     .    46  01 

Montour,    45  84 

( ilearfield,    45  69 

Perry ,    45  66 

Snyder,     45  59 

Bedford,     45  26 

Huntingdon,     44  89 

Fulton,      41  91 


Average    Length    of    the   Annual    School   Term    by    Counties    for    the    School    Year 

Ending  July  6,   1914. 


Allegheny,   9.51 

Lackawanna ,   9 .  51 

Delaware,    9.46 

Montgomery,     9.3 
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Luzerne,     9.09 

Northampton ,    8 .  98 

Schuylkill,     8.8 

Bucks,     8.79 

Chester,    8.76 

Dauphin,    : 8.7 

Lehigh,   8.67 

Northumberland ,     8.6o 

Carbon,     8.0; 

Erie,     8 .61 

McKean,    8.53 

Berks,    8.44 

Beaver,     8.31 

Blair,     8.31 

Washington,     8.31 

Elk,    8.28 

Lawrence,    8.25 

Westmoreland,    8.24 

Warren,     8.1 

Fayette,    8.04 

Venango,    8.03 

Lebanon ,    8 .  02 

Cambria,    7 .98 

Mercer,     7.98 

Cameron,   ■ 7.96 

Lycoming,    7.94 

Lancaster,     7.92 

Forest,    7.88 

Potter,     7.87 

Clinton,    7.85 

Columbia ,    7 .  84 

Crawford,    7.83 

Cumberland ,     7.77 

York,    7.75 

Mifflin,    7.74 

Bradford,     7.72 

Montour,    7.72 

Butler,    7 .63 

Tioga,    7.66 

Monroe,    7 .64 

Clearfield,    7.64 

Pike,    7.62 

Jefferson,     7.56 

.  Wayne,     7.56 

Armstrong,    7.52 

Franklin,     7.52 

Susquehanna,     7.46 

Centre,    7.45 

Wyoming,    7.44 

Huntingdon,     7.42 

S  ullivan ,    7 .3S 

Somerset,  7.37 

Union ,     7 .  35 


622                                            PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION.                                  Off.  Doc. 

Indiana,     7.33 

Greene,     7.32 

Clarion,    7.27 

Perry,    7.23 

Adams,    7.2 

Juniata,    7.13 

Bedford,     7.12 

Snyder,     7.08 

Fulton,    7.05 


No    6. 


STATISTICS. 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE   SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  6,   1914. 


m 

xi 

a 

a 

M 

> 

H 

fc 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
HI. 
11. 
V2. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
IS. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 

36. 
37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

5S. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

51. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65 

66, 


Adams 

Allegheny,     . 
Armstrong, 

Beaver,    

Bedford,      ... 

Berks,     

Blair 

Bradford,     .. 

Bucks,      

Butler, 
Cambria,    ... 
Cameron, 

Carbon,     

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion,     

Cleartfeld,  .. 
Clinton, 
Columbia,  . . 
Crawford,  .. 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  ... 
Delaware,    . . 

Elk,     

Erie,     

Fayette, 
Forest, 


Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon,     — 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata. 

Lackawanna 

Lancaster,     

Lawrence,      

Lebanon 

Lehigb 

Luzerne,     

Lycoming,     

McKean 

Mercer,    

Mifflin 

Monroe,     

Montgomery 

Montour,     

Northampton,    ... 
Northumberland, 

Perry 

Pike,     

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyde 


Somerset,     

Sullivan,     

Susquehanna, 

Tioga 

L'nion 

Venango,     

Warren,     

Washington,     . 

Wayne,    

Westmoreland, 
Wvoming, 
York 


5 

27 

34 

27 

3 

122 

6 

32 

44 

14 

25 

54 

36 

40 

10 

41 

64 

7 

16 

27 

13 

35 

56 

10 

4 

52 

14 

38 

56 

20 

34 

62 

3 

4 

8 

5 

7 

25 

6 

26 

35 

45 

1 

73 

S 

26 

36 

9 

38 

49 

7 

19 

29 

4 

22 

32 

18 

33 

58 

7 

20 

33 

8 

19 

39 

1  . 

44 

8 

1 

13 

18 

14 

39 

25 

14 

43 

2 

7 

9 

2 

15 

19 

1 

11 

12 

4 

23 

27 

4 

43 

48 

5 

35 

42 

5 

26 

34 

2 

15 

17 

14 

7 

40 

14 

42 

61 

9 

15 

28 

6 

11 

23 

6 

10 

26 

14 

17 

74 

8 

40 

52 

13  . 

22 

7 

31 

47 

3 

9 

14 

1 

14 

19 

11 

9 

63 

10 

11 

10 

8 

41 

5 

23 

37 

4 

25 

30 

3 

6 

12 

10 

16 

30 

7 

18 

67 

2 

15 

17 

8 

38 

47 

1 

11 

13 

7 

31 

42 

13 

20 

40 

13 

15 

8 

19 

32 

15 

12 

31 

35 

19 

68 

5 

20 

30 

29 

IS 

64 

7 

13 

24 

25 

42 

72 

Total. 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY  FUR  THE   SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING   JULY  6,   1914. 


1.  Adams 

2.  Allegheny, 
g.  Armstrong, 


Bedford, 
Berks,    ..■ 
Blair,     ... 
Bradford, 

Bucks,     . . 
Butler, 


Cambria, 


Cameron, 

Carbon 

Centre,    

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield,    .. 

Clinton 

Columbia,  .. 
Crawford,  .. 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  ... 
Delaware,    . . 


Elk, 


Erie,     . . 
Fayette, 


Franklin, 
Fulton, 


Greene, 


Huntingdon, 

Indiana,    .... 

Jefferson,     .. 

Juniata, 

Lackawanna, 

Lancaster, 

Lawrence, 

Lebanon,    ... 

Lehigh 

Luzerne, 
Lycoming, 
Mc-Kean,     .. 

Merrer,    

Mifflin 


■1".  Monroe 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

F>0.  Perry 

51. 


Montgomery,     ... 

Montour 

Northampton.     .. 
Northumberland, 


■*j 

a> 

.a 

a 

a 

M 

B 

£ 

H 

CO 

Pike, 

Potter 

Schuylkill,    .. 

Snyder 

Somerset,      ... 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna, 


Tioga,  .. 
Union,  ■• 
Venango, 
Warren 


Washington,     . 

Wayne 

Westmoreland, 
Wyoming, 


15 

1,573 

94 

297 

33 

92 

31S 

110 

203 

103 

31S 

18 

1S7 

51 

26S 

21 

109 

60 

110 

135 

84 

436 

446 

89 

378 

170 


64S 
156 


28 
327 


66.  York 


409 

75 

206 

133 

2S5 

,060 

173 

174 

181 

37 

48 

349 

28 

HI 

293 

9 

17 

49 

663 

"-30 

5 
47 
58 
16 
144 
123 
329 
42 
455 
29 
213 


19 

172 

206 

280 

24 

4,468 

16 

308 

418 

40 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  STATE  AID  TO   NORMAL  SCHOOL   STUDENTS   FOR 
SCHOOL  YEAR   ENDING  JULY,    1914. 


First West   Chester,    $39,14:.'  50 

Second,   tillersville a, 993  00 

Third Outztown 14,872  50 

Fourth Sast  Stroudsburg 12,259  50 

Fifth,    tansfield,1     16,726  50 

Sixth,     Sloomsburg 21,690  00 

Seventh Jhippensnurg 11,686  50 

Eighth i.ock    Haven      14,704  50 

Ninth Indiana 44,76150 

Tenth California 17,30100 

Eleventh Slippery    liork,     19,480  50 

Twelfth,    Rdinlioro,      14,703  00 

Thirteenth Clarion,     16,347  00 


Total $265, 668  00 

Note. — The  amounts  given  paid  the  tuition  in  full  of  all  students  seventeen  years  of  age  and 
upwards  wln>  signed  an  agreement  to  teach  two  full  annual  school  terms  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  State. 


CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 
Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  July,  1914, 
for  the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river 

in  Warren  county,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly,  approved  April  10,  1905, 
and  amended  June  13,  1911. 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  year,   $26  25 

State  appropriation,    600  00 

Tuition  of  pupils  from  Elk  township,   42  00 

Total,     .- $668  25 

Expenditures. 

Teacheis  salary  and  institute  fee,    $390  00 

Books  and  supplies, 20  90 

Furniture,  . 15  00 

Fuel,  delivered,   88  69 

Insurance,     7  50 

Cleaning,  repairing,  janitor, 19  20 

Other   expenses,    19  06 

Total,     $560  35 

Balance  on  hand,   $107  90 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled,    14 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term,   92 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  last  month,   95 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month, $5  12 
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OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT,  No-  6- 


Report  on  Higher  Education 


In  speaking  of  educational  progress,  one  ma.y  refer  to  the  school, 
or  the  system  of  schools  as  a  whole,  or  he  may  have  reference  to 
the  pupils  considered  as  individuals.  In  the  latter  sense  the  school 
or  college  is  making  progress  as  the  pupils  or  students  pass  from 
grade  to  grade,  although  the  teachers  may  be  doing  the  same  things 
over  and  over  again  from  week  to  week  and  year  to  year.  This 
iw  the  most  important  kind  of  educational  progress.  Too  often  the 
school  and  the  college  are  static  in  the  sense  that  the  individual 
ife  making  no  progress  because  in  the  effort  to  do  new  things,  or  to 
promote  student  activities,  the  school  or  college  is  neglecting  the 
work  for  which  it  was  originally  established  and  is  now  maintained. 
The  school  or  college  may  also  mean  the  aggregate  of  pupils  taken 
as  a  whole,  and  then  the  word  progress  conveys  the  idea  of  new 
types  of  work,  or  a  better  quality  of  work,  including  the  increase 
of  endowment  and  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the  buildings, 
equipment,  library,  courses  of  study,  faculty,  attendance  of  students 
and,  above  all,  the  facilities  for  instruction  and  for  investigation  or 
research  work. 

In  all  these  particulars  the  colleges  and  universities  have  made 
most  commendable  progress  since  the  last  report  and  Pennsylvanians 
may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  record  and  the  advances  which  our 
higher  institutions  of  learning  have  made  in  the  last  two  years. 

The  relation  of  the  high  school  to  the  college  might  with  advantage 
be  more  clearly  defined.  Some  colleges  require  the  completion  of 
a  standard  four  year  high  school  course,  or  its  equivalent,  in  time 
and  quality  of  work,  as  a  condition  of  admission  by  certificate. 
If  a  student  finishes  four  years'  work  in  three  years,  he  is  given 
the  opportunity  to  show  his  proficiency  by  examination,  either  in 
the  studies  of  the  fourth  year,  or  in  the  studies  of  the  entire  four- 
years.  Other  colleges  admit  on  the  Carnegie  Units,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  length  of  the  entire  course  which  the  student  has  taken 
in  preparation.  If  a  student  carries  five  periods  in  a  secondary 
school  and  is  allowed  five  units  credit  for  the  year's  work,  he  can 
easily  earn  in  three  years  the  required  fourteen  and  one-half  units, 
but  his  work  is  apt  to  lose  in  thoroughness  what  has  been  gained 
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in  time.  The  colleges  which  have  followed  this  policy  are  loudest 
in  their  complaints  about  the  poor  work  in  the  high  schools.  In 
fact  this  policy  encourages  haste  and  superficial  work  in  the  second- 
.1 1  y  schools.  A  college  which  adopts  this  policy  soon  gets  the  weaker 
students  because,  by  its  standards  of  admission,  it  discounts  its 
standing  and  reputation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  colleges  which 
maintain  more  rigid  standards  draw  to  themselves  the  brightest 
and  best  students  from  the  secondary  schools.  The  President  of 
one  of  our  best  colleges  says:  "We  are  stongly  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  the  weakness  in  American  education  is  the  tendency  to 
superficial  study  of  many  subjects,  rather  than  the  thorough  mastery 
of  a  few.  We  believe  that  the  colleges  are  partly  to  blame  for- 
tius by  the  easy  administration  of  the  requirements  for  admission 
and  that  if  we  would  all  demand,  either  by  certificate  or  by  examina- 
tion, thorough  preparation  on  the  subjects  we  publish  as  necessary 
and  refuse  admission  to  unprepared  candidates,  the  schools  would  be 
stimulated  to  more  thorough  work  and  in  the  long  run  the  colleges 
would  not  suffer  in  numbers." 


ALBRIGHT  COLLEGE— Myerstown. 


Albright  has  gained  twenty  per  cent,  in  enrollment  during  the 
past  two  years.  It  has  insisted  upon  and  attained  a  higher  degree 
of  scholarship.  Its  efficiency  has  been  enhanced  by  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  a  splendid  recitation  and  organic  science  hall. 
Plans    are    perfected    for    the    erection    of    a    New    Administration 


Building. 


ALLEGHENY  COLLEGE. 


The  outstanding  event  toward  which  all  the  friends  of  Allegheny 
College  are  now  looking  is  the  celebration  of  the  One  Hundredth 
Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  institution,  which  is  to  take  place 
in  June  next,  beginning  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  and 
continuing  for  four  days.  The  celebration,  in  addition  to  being 
a  great  home-coming  of  the  alumni,  will  be  particularly  notable  be- 
cause of  three  things: 
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First,  It  will  mark  the  addition  of  three  quarters  of  a  million 
dollars,'  if  not  more  than  that,  to  the  endowment  and  equipment  of 

the  college. 

Second*    It  will  bring  together  a  large  company  of  eudcators  and 

prominent  men  of  state. 

Third,  It  will  include  a  Conferenc  on  the  American  College,  which 
will  consist  of  eleven  papers  and  addresses,  beginning  with  "The 
Ideals  and  Achievements  of  the  American  College/'  and  concluding 
with  "The  American  College  in  the  Life  of  the  American  People." 

The  fourth  important  feature  will  be  a  historical  pageant,  the 
book  for  which  is  now  in  preparation.  A  special  auditorium  seating 
four  thousand  will  be  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

The  authorities  of  the  college  expect  to  make  the  celebration  an 
event  which  will  contribute  to  the  type  of  higher  education  for  which 
Allegheny  has  been  standing. 

The  two  or  three  more  notable  actions,  from  the  standpoint  of 

administration,  are: 

First  The  placing  of  freshmen  in  dormitories,  under  faculty  su- 
pervision but  with  self-government.  Included  with  this  is  a  prohi- 
bition against  bidding  freshmen  until  after  they  have  passed  up  in 
their  first  half-year's  work. 

Second,  A  second  feature  worthy  of  mention  is  the  limiting  of 
the  attendance  to  four  hundred.  This  limitation  is  real,  and  not 
fictitious.     Between  thirty  and  forty  have  been  refused  admission 

the  present  year. 

In  the  matter  of  material  improvements,  there  has  been  a  general 
freshening  up  of  the  buildings,  and  a  new  steam  plant  has  been  put 
in  at  an  expense  of  nearly  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  A  new 
chemistry  building  has  been  authorized  by  the  trustees,  and  also  an 
open-air  theatre  to  be  built  in  the  lower  part  of  the  college  ravine. 


BEAVER  COLLEGE— Beaver. 


Beaver  College  has  just  completed  the  raising  of  seventy-two  thou- 
sand dollars  to  cancel  a  long  outstanding  debt  which  has  embarrassed 
the  College  in  the  past.  While  the  College  is  not  large,  it  insists  on 
a  high  educational  standard,  requiring  a  full  four  years  of  residence 
study  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  The  Department  of  Psy- 
chology and  Education  will  be  enlarged  this  year  by  the  addition 
of  a  course  in  Methods  and  School  Management. 
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Last  June  the  College  closed  with  the  largest  number  of  students 
enrolled  in  a  number  of  years,  the  total  being  one  hundred  eighty. 
With  the  indebtedness  removed,  and  the  Methodist  denomination 
backing  the  College  as  never  before,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
Beaver  College  will  soon  become  one  of  the  strong  woman's  colleges 
of  the  country. 


BRYN  MAWR  COLLEGE— Bryn  Mawr. 


A  graduate  school  of  education  has  been  organized  in  connection 
with  the  Phebe  Anna  Thome  Model  School.  Both  are  maintained 
by  a  liberal  endowment  of  the  same  name.  The  Courses  cover  work 
sufficient  to  entitle  college  graduates  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  in  Education. 


BUCKNELL  UNIVERSITY— Lewisburg. 


Bucknell  Universtiy  reports  the  successful  completion  of  the  effort 
to  raise  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  endowment  and  improve- 
ment. The  year  1914-15  has  an  entering  class  of  two  hundred  forty- 
three. 

The  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Presidency  of  Dr.  John  H.  Har- 
ris was  duly  celebrated  June  17,  1914. 


CARNEGIE  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY— Pittsburgh. 


1911-12.  1913-14. 

Registration,    2410  3033 

Annual  Expenditures,   |379,953  41  .f 530,746  30 

Endowment,     6,000,000  00  9,000,000  00 

Value  of  Equipment,    450,000  00  972,000  00 

Number   of   Buildings,    7  9 

One  hundred  and  thirty-two  students  graduating  with  the 
Bachelors  degree,  three  with  the  Master's  degree  and  one  honorary 
degree,  Doctor  of  Engineering,  record  the  last  year's  results. 
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The  growth  of  the  Institution  continues  and  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  provide  the  needed  building  space,  needed  equipment,  and 
a  faculty  of  sufficient  size  to  develop  courses  of  strength  and  effi- 
ciency. The  curriculum  has  been  improved  to  the  end  that  the 
courses  here  offered  shall  rank  among  the  best  in  the  United  States. 


DICKINSON  COLLEGE— Carlisle. 


The  principal  change  in  two  years  has  been  the  enrichment  of  the 
course  of  sturdy  along  the  line  of  Economics,  Sociology  and  Modern 
Languages.  Industrial  History,  Economic  Development,  Industrial 
Organization  and  Sociological  problems  have  been  made  part  of  the 
course.  Italian  and  Spanish  are  offered  to  give  the  students  a 
chance  to  get  ready  for  the  closer  business  relations  likely  to  grow 
up  between  the  United  States  and  the  South  American  countries. 

Thirty-four  of  last  year's  class  are  at  work  as  teachers,  of  whom 
sixteen  are  teaching  in  Pennsylvania. 


DKEXEL  INSTITUTE— Philadelphia. 


On  June  10,  1914,  this  institution  obtained  the  right  to  confer 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Engineering.  Its  assets,  en- 
dowment and  property  amount  to  more  than  $1,500,000.00 


FRANKLIN  AND  MARSHALL  COLLEGE— Lancaster. 


In  the  last  two  years  the  enrollment  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College  has  been  increased  sixteen  per  cent,  and  the  endowment 
fund  increased  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  salaries 
of  most  of  the  professors  have  been  increased  and  three  new  men 
have  been  added  to  the  Faculty,  one  to  teach  Freshman  English 
and  Public  Speaking  and  the  other  two  as  assistants  in  the  Biological 
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and  Chemistry  laboratories.  The  institution  has  organized  a  new 
course  leading  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Without  the 
requirement  of  Latin  and  Greek,  it  affords  opportunity  for  special 
work  in  Biology,  Chemistry,  Electricity,  etc.,  with  French  and  Ger- 
man. In  this  way  provision  was  made  for  the  modern  needs  of 
Science,  while  the  college  has  conserved  the  essentials  of  the  old  and 
well-tried  principles  of  education.  About  one-half  of  the  students 
are  em  oiled  in  the  classical  course  leading  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts,  which  requires  both  Latin  and  Greek  with  one  modern  lan- 
guage, German  or  French. 


HAVERFOED  COLLEGE— Haverford. 


During  the  last  two  years  the  productive  endowment  of  Haver- 
ford College  has  been  increased  from  $1,746,694.59  to  $1,978,940.43. 

The  number  of  students  has  changed  from  165  to  180.  Buildings 
have  been  erected  as  follows :  Infirmary,  dormitory  and  considerable 
additions  to  the  heating  plant. 

A  chair  of  Sociology  has  been  added. 

The  salary  list  has  increased  from  $55,651.50  to  $63,600.00 

The  number  of  books  in  the  library  has  increased  from  59,358  to 
63,200. 


GENEVA  COLLEGE— Beaver  Falls. 


Within  the  last  two  years  Geneva  College  has  raised  her  standard 
of  scholarship  and  added  to  her  material  equipment.  The  Prepara- 
tory  Department  has  been  discontinued,  thus  taking  the  college  out 
of  competition  with  high  schools  and  academies.  The  college  has 
defined  more  clearly  the  requirements  for  admission,  giving  a  list 
o(  subjects  accepted  for  admission  with  minimum  and  maximum 
units  in  each  subject.  Hard  and  fast  rules  have  been  laid  down,  as 
to  the  amount  of  work  a  man  can  fail  in  and  yet  be  a  student. 
Two  failures  in  one  term  will  tause  a  student  to  be  automatically 
dropped  from  the  school.     One  failure  will  place  him  on  probation. 

The  college  erected  a  new  gymnasium  costing  $25,000.00,  and  added 
to  the  endowment  about  $20,000.00  bringing  it  up  to  $204,000.00. 
The  remodeling  of  the  Chapel  will  cost  about  $4,000.00 
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GROVE  CITY  COLLEGE— Grove  City. 


During  the  past  year,  the  courses  were  thoroughly  considered  and 
revised ;  the  courses  leading  to  the  three  degrees  are  now  practically 
all  of  equal  strength.  That  for  the  A.  B.  emphasizes  ancient  lan- 
guages, that  for  Litt.  B.  emphasizes  modern  language  and  that  for 
the  B.  S.  emphasizes  science  and  mathematics.  During  the  past  year 
Memorial  Hall,  the  dormitory  for  boys,  was  completed  and  is  now 
occupied.  The  Alumni  are  at  work  raising  funds  for  a  memorial  to 
the  late  President  Ketler.  With  the  exception  of  the  spring  term, 
1914,  there  has  been  a  consistent  gain  in  attendance  of  each  term 
over  that  of  the  corresponding  term  of  the  preceding  year.  The  fall- 
ing off  for  the  spring  term  was  due  to  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever 
which  started  about  February  20th. 

The  work  in  the  sciences  has  been  arranged  to  fully  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Bureau  of  Professional  Education. 


IRVING  COLLEGE— Mechanicsburg. 


Irving  College  now  confers  the  A.  B.  Degree  only. 

Advanced  elective  courses  are  offered  in  English,  History,  Latin, 
German,  French,  Mathematics,  Chemistry,  Education,  Psychology. 
Ethics,  Religion.  An  elective  course  is  offered  in  Parliamentary  Law. 
With  the  many  women's  clubs,  civic  clubs,  conferences,  conventions, 
synods,  etc.,  over  which  women  are  called  to  preside,  it  is  highly  im- 
portant that  our  colloge  women  should  be  able  to  assume  the  control 
of  and  conduct  successfully  such  organizations.  Ninety  per  cent, 
of  the  graduates  from  the  College  Department  teach.  They  are  pre- 
pared for  the  teaching  of  special  subjects  in  the  good  high  schools 
in  this  and  other  states. 


LAFAYETTE  COLLEGE— Easton. 


During  the  two  years  the  laboratory  equipment  of  the  college  has 
been  very  considerably  increased. 

During  the  several  years  past  a  number  of  Greek  letter  fraternities 
have  built  upon  the  college  grounds  fraternity  houses  of  a  high  order 
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of  architecture,  and  so  located  and  of  such  dimensions  and  artistic 
construction  as  to  add  very  much  to  the  beauty  and  attractiveness 
of  the  grounds,  as  well  as  to  accommodate  in  various  ways  the  large 
number  of  these  students  attending  the  institution.  During  the  last 
year,  there  has  been  added  to  this  kind  of  building  that  of  the  Delta 
Tau  Delta  Fraternity  and  the  foundations  have  been  laid  for  the  con- 
struction of  another,  to  wit:  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta.  A  generous 
donor  has  also  provided  a  gift  of  |90,000  for  the  construction  of  a 
chapel,  the  plans  of  which  an  architectural  firm  has  already  in  hand, 
and  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  construction,  in  the  near  future, 
of  the  contemplated  building. 

There  seems  to  be  a  revival  of  the  study  of  Greek,  which  under 
the  tendency  prevailing  among  similar  institutions  heretofore  has 
seemed  to  be  on  the  decline,  and  a  larger  interest  is  taken  in  the 
Latin  Scientific  course  than  formerly,  which  now  includes  a  course 
in  Greek.  The  tuition  in  the  Technical  courses  has  been  increased 
from  $100  to  $150,  which  increase  has  gone  into  effect  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  college  year.  In  the  other  courses,  which  include 
the  Classical,  Latin  Scientific  and  General  Scientific  Courses,  the 
tuition  remains  as  before  at  $100  annually.  The  total  attendance 
shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  college  in  September  is  for  this  pres- 
ent year  568  students,  and  is  about  the  same  as  during  the  last  two 
years.  The  students  are  about  equally  divided  between  the  technical 
courses  and  the  other  courses. 


JUNIATA  COLLEGE— Huntingdon,  Pa. 


Relating  to  the  literary  work  of  the  institution  more  definite  stand- 
ards of  admission  to  the  Bachelor  of  Arts'  Course  have  been  estab- 
lished in  requiring  fifteen  units  of  high  school  or  secondary  school 
work  for  unconditioned  entrance  to  the  Course.  The  requirements 
for  graduation  have  been  more  definitely  systematized  and  put  upon 
an  hour  basis,  conforming  to  general  college  practice.  In  the  course 
itself  a  greater  freedom  of  election  of  studies  is  now  open  to  the 
student.  In  the  matter  of  equipment  an  addition  has  been  built 
to  the  College  Gymnasium  and  a  fund  of  over  $30,000  has  been  se- 
cured by  payments  or  pledges  for  the  erection  of  a  Science  Hall. 
Work  upon  this  building  has  been  begun.  Juniata  College  does  not 
offer  a  Bachelor  of  Science  Course  and  does  not  expect  to,  even  with 
its  added  facilities  for  scientific  study.  The  purpose  is  to  make 
possible  a  liberal   study   of  the   natural  sciences   as   a  part  of  a 
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Bachelor  of  Arts  Course.  A  new  feature  in  the  proposed  Science 
Hall  is  provision  for  a  Psychological  Laboratory.  In  addition  to 
funds  for  the  building  itself  a  separate  fund  of  $32,000  has  been 
secured  to  be  known  as  the  Science  Endowment  Fund,  the  income 
of  which  will  be  used  for  the  upkeep  of  Science  instruction  and 
equipment. 


LA  SALLE  COLLEGE— Philadelphia. 


After  the  rearrangement  of  the  curriculum  to  meet  the  demands 
of  present  day  standards  of  education,  attention  was  turned  to  the 
improvement  of  the  science  department.  No  labor  nor  expense  was 
spared  to  make  the  course  in  Physics  and  Chemistry  complete  and 
up-to-date.  Competent  professors  and  fully  equipped  laboratories 
were  provided,  so  as  to  offer  every  facility  for  individual  work  by 
the  students. 

The  course  in  Civil  Engineering  has  been  greatly  improved.  The 
services  of  graduate  engineers  have  been  secured  for  the  instruction 
of  students  in  Engineering. 

Courses  in  Sociology,  Music  and  Biology  have  been  added  this 
year,  all  under  the  direction  of  competent  professors.  The  arrange- 
ment and  equipment  of  the  biological  laboratory  is  at  present  claim- 
ing much  attention  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  a  very  short  time  the 
work  will  be  completed. 


LEBANON  VALLEY  COLLEGE— Annville. 


Two  years  ago  the  Freshman  class  numbered  38,  last  year  57,  this 
year  104.  In  the  same  period  the  total  enrollment  in  the  college 
increased  from  121  to  218. 

A  modem  gymnasium  has  been  added.  Thirty  thousand  dollars 
were  added  to  the  endowment  and  ten  thousand  dollars  were  spent 
in  improvements. 
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LEHIGH  UNIVERSITY. 


During  the  past  two  years  the  plant  of  the  University  has  been 
improved  by  the  erection  of  a  commodious  home  for  the  Department 
of  Arts  and  Science, — "Coppee  Hall,"  so  named  as  a  memorial  to 
Dr.  Henry  Coppee,  the  first  President  of  the  University. 

The  Department  of  Physical  Education  has  also  been  much  bene- 
fited by  the  erection  of  the  Taylor  Gymnasium,  comprising  a  well- 
equipped  large  modern  gymnasium  and  field-house,  with  provision 
for  indoor  exercise  and  sports,  lockers,  swimming-pool,  trophy  room, 
etc.,  etc.  An  additional  playing-field  has  been  provided,  and  the 
Varsity  Field  improved  by  the  erection  of  a  concrete  stadium. 

These  additions  and  enlargements  to  the  athletic  equipment  of  the 
University  were  made  necessary  by  the  requirement  now  in  force  at 
the  University  of  a  certain  amount  of  physical  exercise  from  every 
student  in  attendance,  from  the  three  upper  classes  as  well  as  from 
the  Freshmen,  and  for  which  scholastic  credit  is  given. 

In  line  with  the  regular  extension  work  of  the  University  is  the 
organization  of  an  Evening  School  in  the  plant  of  the  Bethlehem 
Steel  Company.  The  Lehigh  Department  of  Education  has  co-oper- 
ated with  the  Safety  and  Welfare  Department  of  the  Steel  Company 
in  starting  a  school  primarily  for  young  foreign  workmen.  Fifteen 
Lehigh  students  are  teachers.  Sessions  are  held  four  nights  a  week, 
at  which  400  steel  workers  are  in  attendance,  with  prospects  that  the 
enrollment  will  be  greatly  increased  by  spring. 

Advances  have  been  made  in  the  1  egular  extension  courses  of  the 
University,  which  now  include  a  summer  session  as  well  as  Saturday 
courses  for  public  and  private  school  teachers,  evening  courses  for 
business  men,  extra-mural  courses  in  neighboring  cities,  evening  lec- 
ture courses,  and  the  Lehigh  evening  school  in  elementary  subjects 
tmd  also  in  machine  design,  structural  design,  mechanics,  and  me- 
chanical drawing,  which  is  attended  by  young  men  engaged  during 
the  day  in  the  Steel  Works  and  in  other  industrial  and  business 
plants  in  the  vicinity. 


MORAVIAN  COLLEGE  AND  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY— 

Bethlehem. 


The  Moravian  College  and  Theological  Seminary  has  in  recent 
years  shown  itself  more  decidedly  to  be  what  its  name  implies,  a  com- 
bination of  college  and  theological  seminary.     Formerly  nearly  all 
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the  students  were  candidates  tor  the  ministry  and  took  the  classical 
course.  But  in  these  last  years,  quite  a  number  of  college  men  wish 
to  prepare  for  other  professions  and  pursuits  in  lite  and  hence  must 
lay  the  foundations  for  special  and  technical  study  by  taking  a  scien- 
tific course.  Through  natural  growth  and  expansion,  these  college 
courses  have  become  more  and  more  independent  of  the  theological 
seminary.  While  prominence  is  still  given  to  classical  and  cultural 
studies  and  stress  is  laid  on  the  great  value  of  a  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  ancient  and  modem  languages  and  literature,  as  furnish- 
ing the  best  foundation  for  the  higher  conception  and  pursuit  of  life, 
the  student  is  free  to  choose  his  own  course  from  a  large  repertoire 
of  branches  which  the  college  oilers  to  teach.  In  this  respect,  the 
combination  of  college  and  seminary  proves  to  be  of  mutual  bene- 
fit. 

Notable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  equipment.  The  beautiful 
Harvey  Memorial  Library  which  was  opened  October  1,  1908,  with 
its  11,000  volumes,  properly  labeled  and  classified,  has  become  more 
useful  from  year  to  year,  both  for  reference  and  as  a  place  for  un- 
disturbed study.  Satisfactory  provision  for  athletic  sports  and  gym- 
nastics was  made  in  1912,  by  the  completion  of  a  new  gymnasium 
which  was  built  with  funds  largely  collected  by  the  students  them- 
selves. The  unexpected  advertisement  in  the  burning  of  Comenius 
Hall,  on  October  31st  of  last  year,  has  resulted  in  the  reopening  of 
a  vastly  improved  fireproof  hall  and  new  furnishings  in  all  the  col- 
lege buildings.  This  was  made  possible  by  the  overwhelming  mani- 
festation of  practical  interest  and  liberality  of  the  alumni  and  other 
friends.  A  larger  number  of  students  than  ever  before  is  now  in 
attendance. 


MORAVIAN  COLLEGE  FOR  WOMEN— Bethlehem. 


This  institution  is  the  oldest  school  for  women  in  America.  It  ob- 
tained from  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  in  1863  the  right  to  confer 
academic  degrees  and  was  reorganized  as  an  institution  of  college 
gi  ade  by  the  College  and  University  Council  on  May  28,  1913. 

It  has  an  attendance  of  sixty  students  in  its  college  classes  and 
offers  college  work  to  teachers  in  the  vicinity. 
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MUHLENBEKG   COLLEGE— Allentown. 


Muhlenberg  reports  steady  progress  and  permanent  growth  in  all 
departments  of  its  interests  and  activities.  Since  the  last  report,  a 
new  refectory  lias  been  built  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  three  new  sections 
were  added  to  the  quadrangle  of  the  dormitories  at  a  cost  of  $25,000, 
and  a  new  f  100,000  Preparatory  Building  on  a  fifteen-acre  site  west 
of  the  college  proper  is  now  in  course  of  erection.  The  site  is  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Charles  P.  Mosser,  of  Allentown,  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  The  endowment  fund  now  amounts  to  $291,000,  and 
the  total  value  of  property,  apparatus  and  investments  has  reached 
the  grand  total  of  $1,250,000,  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  considerably 
increased  when  the  movement  for  increasing  the  endowment  funds 
of  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  at  Philadelphia  and  Muhlen- 
berg College,  now  under  way,  will  have  been  completed. 

In  1912  there  were  in  the  four  regular  college  classes  132  students; 
in  1913,  1G7  students;  in  1914,  173  students  and  at  present,  207  stu- 
dents. This  does  not  include  a  Saturday  Teachers1  course  of  36  stu- 
dents and  the  students  in  the  Preparatory  School,  numbering  nearly 
125. 

While  remaining  true  to  the  spirit  of  culture  and  religion,  in  which 
it  was  founded,  Muhlenberg  College  is  keeping  step  with  the  march 
of  progress  and  among  the  new  courses  offered  are  Agricultural 
Chemistry,  Art  and  Aesthetics,  World  Literature  and  Contemporary 
Literature,  in  addition  to  the  full  work  already  done  in  the  Classi- 
cal, the  Scientific  and  the  Philosophical  courses.  Latin  and  Greek 
demanded  in  all  the  classes. 

Every  month  the  records  of  the  students  are  tabulated  and  the  de- 
linquents and  their  parents  are  notified.  The  standing  of  Muhlen- 
berg men  at  various  universities,  the  awards  of  scholarships  and  fel- 
lowships to  them  and  the  recognition  of  the  work  by  such  authorities 
as  the  College  and  University  Council  of  Penns}dvania  and  the  Uni- 
\  ersity  of  the  State  of  New  York,  are  the  best  proof  of  the  quality  of 
the  work. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COLLEGE— State  College. 


The  college  is  now  erecting  from  State  appropriation  eight  build- 
ings, or  parts  of  buildings  whose  facilities  will  permit  a  removal  of 
the  limits  placed  upon  the  entering  class  in  recent  years.     To  en- 
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force  this  restriction  has  meant  hardship  and  ill  will;  but  to  admit 
students  when  the  facilities  for  properly  educating  them  are  inade- 
quate would  he  unjust  to  them  and  an  injury  to  the  State. 

The  buildings  being  elected  are:  Horticulture,  Chemistry,  Mining, 
Liberal  Aits,  Electrical,  Women's  Dormitory,  Stock  Pavilion  and 
Dairy  Bain.  A  campus  plan  has  been  adopted  whereby  the  build- 
ings  of  each  school  constitute  a  group  or  quadrangle. 

The  college  has  heietofore  received  from  the  Federal  Government 
under  its  contract  with  the  State  a  total  of  fllO,000.00  annually. 
Most  of  this  is  devoted  to  some  specific  scientific  purpose.  The  re- 
cently enacted  Smith-Lever  Bill  gives  an  additional  sum  to  the  col- 
lege for  extension  work  in  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics  which, 
if  all  conditions  are  met,  will  increase  the  federal  grants  by  1922  a 
total  of  $700,000.00. 

The  present  interest  in  Agriculture  has  caused  the  college  to  ac- 
quire control  of  seven  hundred  additional  acres  of  farm  land,  making 
about  thirteen  hundred  acres  now  devoted  to  experimental  and  teach- 
ing purposes.  It  is  proposed  to  purchase  this  leased  land  in  due 
time. 

The  growth  of  attendance  in  the  Home  Economics  and  Liberal 
Arts  courses  has  been  marked;  but  the  courses  in  Agriculture  havp 
outgrown  all  others.  The  Summer  Session,  although  confined  to 
teachers  of  Pennsylvania,  has  shown  a  remarkable  increase.  In  five 
years  the  number  of  teachers  in  attendance  has  increased  from  149 
to  811.  Of  these  95  per  cent,  have  completed  the  work  and  received 
certificates  of  attendance.  The  total  attendance  of  students  has  in- 
creased from  1,808  in  1911-12  to  2,919  in  1913-14.  The  Faculty  num- 
bers two  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

Emphasis  in  administration  has  been  paid  upon  character  train- 
ing and  upon  individual  class  standing.  There  are  now  thirty-one 
students  of  both  sexes  pledged  to  public  service  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  system  of  Freshman  and  Sophomore  Advisers,  with  monthly  re- 
ports and  individual  attention,  has  notably  reduced  the  number  of 
failures  in  examinations  and  consequent  loss  to  the  college.  Con- 
versely the  proportion  of  those  graduating  to  those  entering  has  in- 
creased in  six  years  from  49  per  cent,  to  66  per  cent. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE— Gettysburg. 


During  the  last  two  years  the  attendance  has  increased  from  338 
to  400.  The  number  of  iusuuctors  has"  been  increased  by  seven,  three 
of  whom  are  full  professors,  the  new  chairs  being  in  Economics  and 
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Political  Science,  Mechanical  Engineering,  Electrical  Engineering. 
The  following  full  four-year  college  courses  have  been  added:  Com- 
merce and  Finance,  Mechanical  Engineering  and  Electrical  Engineer- 
ing. The  entrance  requirements  have  been  raised  from  fourteen  to 
fifteen  standard  entrance  units,  and  sixty-four  standard  college  units 
of  work  are  required  for  graduation. 

The  college  debt  of  $30,000.00  was  paid  and  f 200,000.00  added  to 
the  endowment  of  the  institution.  Of  the  latter  amount  $50,000.00 
was  contributed  by  the  General  Education  Board  (Rockefeller  Foun- 
dation).    There  have  been  no  annual  deficits. 

One  new  dormitory  of  thirty  rooms  has  been  added. 

Over  $5,000.00  has  been  added  in  laboratory  equipment. 

About  three  thousand  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE  FOR  WOMEN— Pittsburgh. 


The  college  lost  its  president  through  the  death  of  Dr.  Lindsay  in 
January,  1914. 

The  attendance  is  increasing  and  the  college  had  this  fall  the 
largest  entering  class  in  its  history.  The  Department  of  Social  Ser- 
vice has  a  two-years'  course  leading  to  a  certificate  and  may  be  car- 
ried and  counted  toward  the  A.  B.  degree.  The  Musical  Department 
has  made  notable  progress.  It  lays  special  stress  on  preparation  for 
teaching  and  on  original  composition.  The  Student  Government  As- 
sociation has  raised  the  dignity  of  student.  This  is  made  possible 
by  close  contact  between  the  faculty  and  the  students.  Special  em- 
phasis is  laid  upon  the  opportunity  for  initiative  which  the  small  col- 
lege affords  to  its  students. 


ST.  JOSEPH'S  COLLEGE— Philadelphia. 


During  the  past  two  years  the  following  points  are  worthy  of  note: 
First,  the  introduction  of  a  Spanish  Course  with  lectures  on  our 
Philippine  possessions;  secondly,  the  extension  of  elective  branches 
so  as  to  include  advanced  Chemistry:  thirdly,  the  completion •  and 
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full  equipment  of  a  Wireless  Telegraphy  Station,  which  enjoys  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  State  and  which  holds  a 
first-class  license;  lastly,  the  building  and  equipping  of  a  new  gymna- 
sium, having  a  floor  space  of  60  x  85  feet. 

The  college  began  the  scholastic  year  with  an  increase  of  eighty- 
five  over  last  year's  numbers. 


SUSQUEHANNA  UNIVERSITY— Selinsgrove. 


The  new  Charles  Steele  Science  Hall  supplies  a  long  felt  need  that 
has  been  increasing  from  year  to  year,  as  the  number  of  scientific 
students  increased.  The  Science  Hall  is  splendidly  supplied  with  the 
most  modern  equipment,  so  that  the  institution  is  now  able  to  offer 
good  advantages  to  students  in  Physics,  Mechanics,  Chemistry,  Bi- 
ology, Geology  and  other  scientific  branches. 

The  academic  work  comprises  three  courses:  Classical,  Latin 
Science  and  General  Science. 

In  the  Department  of  Music  the  college  is  well  equipped  with  a 
i  ew  Moller  Pipe  organ,  twenty  pianos  and  other  musical  instruments, 
with  strong  teachers  in  piano,  pipe  organ,  violin  and  Theory,  Har- 
mony Ear-training,  History  of  Music,  Psychology  of  Music,  etc.  The 
course  offers  four  years  of  musical  study  leading  to  the  degree  of 
Mus  B.  on  condition  that  the  student  has  completed  the  college 
entrance  requirements  and  all  the  cultural  work  of  the  college. 


SWARTHMORE   COLLEGE— Swarthmore. 


The  student  body  has  been  increased  from  398  to  425.  Two  de- 
partments have  been  established,  one  in  Education,  the  other  m  Po- 
litical Science.  During  the  past  year,  the  standard  of  the  co  lege 
has  been  very  much  raised,  by  requiring  not  only  hours  of  credit  for 
graduation  but  also  quality  points,  making  the  average  grade  C, 
"D"  having  heretofore  been  the  minimum  standard. 

It  is  believed  that  the  college  exists  for  students  of  normal  health 
and  a  physician's  certificate  is  now  required  for  the  admission  of 

students.  ,  , ,   ,  .     ,, 

During  the  past  two  years  swimming  pools  have  been  added  to  the 
equipment  of  the  gymnasiums,  one  for  the  young  men  and  one  for 
the  young  women. 
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THE  TEMPLE  UNIVERSITY— Philadelphia. 


The  last  two  years  have  marked  a  very  decided  advance  along 
many  lines  at  Temple  University.  The  demand  f]  om  the  young  people 
of  the  State  for  training  as  teachers  of  special  subjects,  or  as  teachers 
in  high  schools,  has  led  to  a  very  thorough  reorganization  of  the  Nor- 
mal Courses  into  a  Teachers  College.  This  is  so  organized  that  at  the 
end  of  two  3Tears,  graduation  from  hool  being  pre-supposed, 

a  diploma  is  granted;  or  if  the  student  continues  for  four  years,  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Education  is  granted. 

The  Teachers  College  is  sub-divided  into  well  organized  depart- 
ments. These  departments  are  known  as  the  departments  of  House- 
hold Science  and  Art,  Physical  Training,  Commercial  Education  and 
Kindergarten.  Also,  in  connection  with  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts 
and  Sciences,  special  emphasis  is  being  laid  upon  the  training  of 
teachers  for  high  school  positions,  and  for  the  grades. 

The  work  of  offering  College  Courses  for  those  already  engaged  in 
teaching  has  been  growing.  The  College  of  Liberal  Arts  and  Sciences 
showed  an  enrollment  of  589  students,  an  increase  of  19  per  cent, 
over  the  preceding  year.  This  increase  was  very  largely  in  the  Col- 
lege Courses  for  teachers. 

The  work  in  Chemistry  has  been  broadened  during  the  last  two 
years  and  the  number  of  students  in  the  department  has  very  largely 
increased. 

An  evening  school  of  Accounts,  giving  advanced  commercial  train- 
ing for  those  occupying  higher  clerical  positions,  has  been  organized 
and  is  being  carried  on  successfully. 

The  present  demands  laid  upon  students  for  entrance  to  profes- 
sional schools  has  also  necessitated  some  changes  in  the  outlines  of 
courses.  The  University  has  a  well  organized  Pre-Medical  year,  to 
meet  the  medical  requirements,  and  is  preparing  many  students  for 
the  examinations  for  entrance  to  the  other  professional  departments. 


THIEL  COLLEGE— Greenville. 


In  the  last  two  years  a  neAV  Administration  Building  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $65,000.00,  having  a  newly  equipped  chemical  laboratory, 
new  equipment  for  courses  in  physics.  The  Boy's  Dormitory  was 
refurnished  throughout.  The  college  enrollment  for  the  year  1913-14 
increased  15  per  cent.;  the  Conservatory  of  Music  increased  in  en- 
rollment 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PITT SBUKGH— Pittsburgh. 


During  the  past  two  years,  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  lias  con- 
tinued its  growth  in  every  depart  men  t. 


I.     STATISTICS. 


1911-12.         1913-14. 

, .  .     272         329 


Faculty,     

Students,     2>222     2'830 

Buildings,  Property  and  Endowment. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  four  weeks  of  the  fall  term,  1914,  the  Fresh- 
man class  numbered  S03,  and,  with  upper  classmen,  1,160  new  stu- 
dents in  all.  The  students  in  actual  attendance  numbered  754  more 
than  on  the  same  dav  in  the  preceding  year. 

During  the  month  of  January,  1914,  gifts  amounting  to  nearly 
ft2,006,000  were  made  to  the  University. 

II.     DEVELOPMENT  BY  GROUPS. 

1.  The  College  Group.  The  first  of  these  is  the  College  of  Liberal 
Arts  The  growth  of  the  College  is  manifested  not  alone  in  the  in- 
crease of  the  Faculty  from  37  to  52,  and  the  student  body  from  342 
to  506,  but  in  the  development  and  intensification  of  the  courses  of 
study.'  This  department  gives  instruction  in  languages  and  the 
sciences  to  the  students  of  all  the  other  schools  of  the  University,  and 
especially  the  courses  preparatory  to  the  School  of  Medicine.  It 
has  even  established  evening  work  in  commercial  Spanish  and  in 
chemistry  for  industrial  work,  and  in  every  way  has  sought  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  community. 

'  The  second  school  of  this  group  is  the  School  of  Economics.  The 
development  of  this  school  has  been  remarkably  rapid,  and  its  ex- 
pansion in  the  way  of  public  service  has  been  equally  great.  Under 
the  direction  of  this  faculty  has  been  established  the  Evening  School 
of  Economics,  Accounts,  and  Finance,  serving  several  hundred  young 
men  who  otherwise  would  be  denied  the  opportunity  of  study.  The 
inauguration  of  co-operative  courses  in  life  insurance,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  National  Association  of  Life 
Underwriters,  together  with  courses  for  the  Accounting  Association, 
the  Publicity  Association,  the  Credit  Men's  Association,  the  Pitts- 
burgh Branch  of  the  American  Institute  of  Certified  Public  Account- 
ants, the  American  Institute  of  Banking,  etc.,  has  already  given  indi- 
cation of  vastly  increased  usefulness  along  the  line  of  public  service. 
A  Bureau  of  Social  and  Civic  Research  has  also  been  established. 
The  Department  of  Sociology,  in  this  school,  is  touching  the  social 
43—6—1914 
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organizations  of  the  city  and  is  rendering  most  efficient  co-operative 
service.  The  Department  of  Journalism  is  increasing  boil)  in  the 
number  of  its  students  and  in  the  effectiveness  of  its  service. 

The  third  school  of  this  group  is  the  School  of  Education.  In  two 
years  the  faculty  of  this  school  increased  from  1C>  to  34  members,  the 
classified  students  from  47  to  143,  raid  the  special  students  from  300 
to  422.  During  this  period  there  have  also  been  organized  the  special 
departments  of  play,  education  of  childhood,  fine  and  industrial  arts, 
music,  household  economy,  nature  study,  clinical  psychology,  a  course 
for  the  training  of  scout  maslei  s,  and  a  course  for  the  training  of 
county  rural  teachers.  The  co-operation  between  the  public  schools 
of  the  district  and  the  University  continues  to  lie  a  most  important 
feature  of  the  Avork.  About  40  apprentice  teachers  are  located  in  the 
district  in  21  different  schools,  in  which  they  render  free  service  under 
expert  supervision.  This  is  a  large  contribution  of  actual  money  to 
the  school  system. 

2.  The  Engineering  Group.  The  first  of  this  group  is  the  School 
of  Engineering,  in  which  the  number  of  students  has  increased  from 
175  to  263.  A  large  influx  of  foreign  students  is  noted  here.  The 
courses  have  been  strengthened  by  special  equipment  and  new  courses 
organized  in  the  valuation  of  public  utilities,  in  railway  mechanical 
engineering,  and  in  graduate  work  for  engineers.  The  growth  of  the 
co-operative  work  between  the  University  and  industry  has  been 
most  gratifying.  During  the  past  year  the  School  joined  in  enter- 
taining the  convention  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  En- 
gineers, the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  and  the  Con- 
vention of  Wireless  Operators. 

The  second  school  in  this  group  is  the  School  of  Mines.  In  this 
school  the  number  of  students  has  doubled.  The  courses  have  been 
changed  from  a  very  wide  and  free  elective  system  to  a  plan  which 
requires  in  the  first  two  years  the  same  courses  for  all  students,  with 
a  limited  election  in  the  second  two  years.  The  laboratory  space  has 
been  doubled,  and  the  addition  of  constructive  models  of  various  sys- 
tems of  mines  and  equipment  has  greatly  increased  the  efficiency  of 
the  work.  The  first  four  years'  course  in  oil  and  gas  mining  in 
America  has  been  established  by  this  school. 

3.  University  Extension.  This  department  of  the  University's 
work  was  organized  in  the  year  1013-14.  Extra-mural  work  has  been 
carried  on  as  follows: 

Single   Lectures    and    Addresses,    174 

Number  of  Different  Lectui  ers 28 

Number  of  Lecture  Courses,    19 

Number   of   Centers,    11 

Educational  conferences  have  been  organized  and  conducted  to  pro- 
mote a  growth  in  professional  feeling.     This  department  takes  care 
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of  the  placing  of  teachers.  In  two  years  about  110  teachers  have 
been  placed,  representing  an  aggregate  salary  of  about  $100,000.  This 
is  done  without  expense  to  these  teachers.  An  employment  bureau  is 
conducted  which  furnishes  employment  for  all  students  who  need  to 
help  themselves,  and  this  represents  a  large  percentage  of  the  stu- 
dents in  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  The  problem  of  public  discus- 
sion and  debating  has  been  investigated  and  is  being  promoted.  Ar- 
rangements have  been  made  wheieby  the  Bureau  of  Commercial  Eco- 
uomics  gives  the  University  the  privilege  of  distributing  to  Western 
Pennsylvania  moving  picture  films,  lantern  slides,  and  lectures  upon 
»i  huge  variety  of  topics.    The  growth  of  this  department  promises 

to  be  very  rapid. 

}  The  Graduate  Group.  The  g.aduate  group  of  the  University 
consists  of  three  departments.  First  of  these  is  the  Graduate  School 
proper  which  has  been  raised  to  the  proper  standard  of  such  work. 
During  the  past  year  the  graduate  students  numbered  87.  The 
bachelor's  degrees  is  reouired  for  admission  to  this  department,  one 
year  in  residence  is  required  for  the  master's  degree,  and  three  years 
in  residence  for  the  doctorate. 

The  second  part  of  this  group  is  the  Observatory.  This  is  so  purely 
scientific  as  rarely  to  have  in  attendance  more  than  one  or  two  stu- 
dents The  Observatory  has  now  been  thoroughly  equipped  through 
the  addition  of  the  Thaw  Refractor.  This  is  the  third  largest  instru- 
ment in  America,  and  therefore  the  third  largest  in  the  world,  and 
has  been  in  process  of  completion  for  nearly  fifteen  years.  The  very 
remarkable  popular  service  has  continued  with  increasing  efficiency, 
one  instrument  being  set  apart  for  this  special  purpose. 

The  third  part  of  the  graduate  work  is  the  Mellon  Institute  of  In- 
dustrial Research.  This  unique  institution,  the  product  of  the  bril- 
liant and  lamented  Dr.  Robert  Kennedy  Duncan,  will,  the  coming 
year,  enter  into  the  beautiful  and  complete  building  which  is  the 
gift  of  Mr.  A.  W.  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Mellon.  The  system  of  industrial 
fellowships  is  one  which  is  proving  remarkably  successful,  and  is  ac- 
complishing largest  results  both  in  pure  and  applied  science.  Dr. 
R.  F.  Bacon  has  succeeded  Dr.  Duncan,  and  is  planning  an  enlarge- 
ment of  this  most  useful  work. 

5  The  Professional  Group.  First  of  these  is  the  School  of  Medi- 
cine. During  the  past  year  this  school  has  been  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  AX  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  thus  giving  it 
standing  with  the  best  American  medical  schools.  Two  years  of  col- 
lege work,  which  must  include  a  minimum  of  one  year  in  chemistry, 
physics  and  biology,  is  an  absolute  requirement  for  admission  into 
the  school.  No  student  can  be  admitted  who  has  any  conditions  what- 
ever. The  radical  change  in  requirements,  whereby  a  Freshman  class 
of  140  in  one  year  was  changed  into  a  Freshman  class  of  17  the  sue- 
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ceeding  year,  and  whereby  the  total  attendance  was  brought  from 
370  in  1908-09  to  123  in  1913-14,  has  thoroughly  approved  itself. 
The  entering  class  for  191-1-15  numbers  50  students.  The  thorough- 
ness of  the  work  in  this  school,  as  evidenced  in  the  success  of  its 
graduates  in  the  State  Board  examinations,  is  brought  about  not 
only  by  the  laboratory  courses  in  the  University  proper,  but  also  in 
the  unequalled  hospital  facilities  which  are  afforded  the  medical  stu- 
dents. In  addition  to  the  Elizabeth  Steel  Magee  Memorial  Hospital 
for  women,  the  Children's  Hospital,  and  the  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital, 
facilities  for  medicine  and  surgery  are  provided  in  the  Mercy  and 
St.  Francis'  Hospitals. 

The  second  school  of  this  group  is  the  School  of  Law.  This  school 
continues  to  hold  its  high  position,  whose  fame  has  extended  through- 
out the  State,  and  increasing  numbers  of  students  are  received  from 
every  part  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  graduate's  failure  before  the 
State  Board  is  so  rare  as  to  excite  special  inquiry  when  it  occurs. 

The  third  school  is  the  School  of  Dentistry,  whose  splendid  growth 
during  the  past  ten  years  has  been  one  of  the  marvels  among  the 
schools  of  dentistry  in  America.  No  graduate  of  this  school  has  ever 
failed  in  a  State  examination  outside  of  Pennsylvania,  and  its  record 
within  this  State  is  a  most  enviable  one.  Ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the 
(lass  pass  in  the  State  Board  examinations. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  year  the  school  numbered  31  pro- 
fessors and  212  students.  The  enrollment  for  the  current  year  is  far 
more  than  sufficient  to  tax  the  capacity  of  the  building.  The  service 
rendered  by  this  school  to  the  general  public  is  remarkable.  During 
the  year  1913-14,  17,143  patients  were  treated  in  the  operative  depart- 
ment. In  addition  to  these,  the  school  provided  free  dental  service 
for  more  than  a  score  of  charitable  institutions  and  hospitals  of  Alle- 
gheny County,  including  Marshalsea,  the  Juvenile  Court  Home,  the 
Western  Penitentiary,  the  Crippled  Children's  Home,  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  the  Children's  Hospital,  the  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  etc. 
The  present  building  must  be  doubled  in  size  in  order  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  school. 

The  School  of  Pharmacy  continues  its  very  efficient  work  with  in- 
creased attendance  and  with  increased  service  to  the  public.  This 
school  ranks  with  the  others  both  in  the  character  of  its  instruction 
and  in  the  success  which  its  graduates  meet  in  the  practice  of  their 
profession. 

III.     GENEBAL  FACTS. 

With  the  conclusion  of  this  biennium  the  Chancellor  of  the  Univer- 
sity has  completed  ten  years  of  service.  This  period  has  seen  the  or- 
ganization of  the  University  made  complete,  with  all  the  schools  ex- 
cept Pharmacy  and  Law  in  operation  upon  the  new  University  cam- 
pus, and  with  a  unification  of  spiiit  and  effectiveness  of  service  com- 
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mensurate  with  the  consolidation  of  the  schools  in  one  locality.  With- 
in six  years  after  seeming  the  Schenley  Farms  site,  consisting  of 
nearly  forty-live  acres,  there  have  been  erected  six  beautiful  build- 
ings- and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  municipality  there  have  been 
constructed  roadways,  walks,  a  lighting  system,  etc.,  which  are  giv- 
ing form  and  beauty  to  the  campus. 


UNIVERSITY   OF   PENNSYLVANIA— Philadelphia. 

The  University  of  Pennsylvania  has  definitely  divided  the  student 
body  of  the  College  into  the  three  distinct  schools-The  College,  the 
old  Arts  and  Science  course,  The  Towne  Scientific  School,  the  courses 
in  technical  subjects,  and  the  Wharton  School,  the  courses  training 
young  men  for  future  careers  in  business.  In  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Science,  there  has  been,  within  the  past  year,  a  grouping  of 
subjects.  The  hope  of  those  who  have  advocated  this  plan  is  that 
there  may  be  intensified  study  along  definite  lines.  In  other  words, 
it  is  a  very  frank,  open  admission  that  specialization,  even  among 
young  men,  is  desirable.  The  majority  of  the  teaching  staff  is  of  the 
opinion  that  this  is  the  proper  thing  to  do. 

The  Towne  Scientific  School  adheres  to  very  rigid  courses  of  dis- 
cipline and  in  that  school  a  division  was  made  of  Mechanical  and 
Electrcial  Engineering  into  two  distinct  departments.  Electrical  En- 
gineering is  now  conducted  by  three  or  four  gentlemen  who  stand 
pre-eminent  in  that  particular  form  of  engineering. 

Another  departure  at  the  University  has  been  the  launching  of  a 
School  of  Education,  with  its  own  Dean  and  Faculty.  The  course 
covers  a  period  of  four  years.  Its  purpose  will  be  to  train  men  and 
women  for  the  dignified  and  honorable  profession  of  teaching.  Thus 
far  those  in  charge  have  contented  themselves  with  planning  a  rather 
broad,  cultural  course,  introducing,  however,  specialized  work  on 
subjects  which  are  held  to  be  technical  education  subjects.  It  is 
gratifying  to  realize  that  about  one  hundred  persons  have  been  at- 
tracted to  this  new  course. 

Beginning  with  the  year  1915,  only  holders  of  a  bachelor's  degree 
from  recognized  colleges  and  universities  will  be  admitted  to  the 
School  of  Law.     This  is,  of  course,  a  decided  step  forward. 

A  year  ago  the  University  undertook  to  lay  before  the  public  a 
course  of  Free  Lectures  to  be  delivered  every  Saturday  afternoon  at 
three  o'clock.  This  course  proved  so  successful  that  it  will  be  con- 
tinued this  year.     These  lectures  are  delivered  by  members  of  the 


678  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

leaching  staff  of  professional  grade.  The}T  are  not  popular  lectures, 
but  the  aim  is  to  draw  the  public  up  to  a  dignified  and  honorable 
educational  platform.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  in  connection  with  these 
lectures,  that  so  many  people  have  to  be  turned  away  because  of  lack 
of  seating  room. 

Still  another  movement,  which  makes  evident  the  desire  of  the 
University  to  be  helpful  to  as  many  persons  as  possible,  has  been 
the  extension  of  the  courses  in  Finance  and  Commerce  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Scranton,  Beading  and  Harrisburg.  After  hearing  the  com- 
ments of  persons  who  have  put  themselves  into  these  courses  and 
have  applied  the  knowledge  gathered  from  them  to  every-day  life,  one 
is  prone  to  hope  that  this  special  movement  of  the  University  is  one 
of  the  utmost  importance.  It  means  that  the  University  carries  to 
earnest  men  and  women  engaged  in  earning  a  livelihood,  the  chance 
to  familiarize  themselves  with  business  methods  and  practices,  with 
the  customs  of  trade,  transportation,  etc.,  under  the  direction  of 
specialists,  and  men  who  are  keen,  alert  and  ready  to  help  their  fel- 
lows. 

The  Dental  Department  is  about  to  enter  the  new  Dental  Institute, 
where  undergraduates  in  that  subject  will  meet  with  the  most  modern 
appliances  and  be  afforded  every  opportunity  for  training  in  their 
specialty.  Here,  too,  for  the  first  time  will  be  given  facilities  for 
research  work  along  dental  lines.  In  this  connection,  it  may  be  added 
that  a  remarkable  discovery  has  been  made  in  the  Dental  Labora- 
tories. It  relates  to  what  is  known  as  pyrrohea  alveolaris.  The  in- 
vestigators have  found  that  this  disease  is  the  result  of  the  work 
of  microbes  present  in  the  mouth  of  every  affected  individual,  but 
the  interesting  feature  is  that  they  have  not  only  laid  bare  this  fact, 
but  have  also  found  a  remedy,  and  many  hundreds  of  people  suffering 
from  this  fearful  disease  have  been  cured.  If  one  pauses  to  consider 
the  contributions  which  have  been  made  from  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  University 'along  literary,  scientific  and  technical  lines, 
it  may  be  said  without  the  least  exaggeration,  and  not  in  a  boasting 
way,  that  few  institutions  in  the  land  can  compare  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania. 

The  University  this  year  has  an  enrollment  of  students  exceeding 
seven  thousand.  It  is  gratifying  that  in  this  large  enrollment,  one 
can  note  an  increase  of  over  five  hundred  who  are  candidates  for 
degrees. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  more  than  1,200  students  have  formed 
classes  for  the  study  of  the  Bible.  Further,  that  the  students  have 
asked  for  required  Chapel,  and  that  they  attend  to  the  number  of 
1,800  to  2,000,  it  being  necessary  to  use  the  gymnasium  for  this  pur- 
pose. Even  the  students  of  some  of  the  professional  schools  have 
voluntarily  made  the  request  for  such  services. 
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URSINUS  COLLEGE— Collegeville. 


The  new  President  instituted  a  campaign  for  raising  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Half  of  this  amount  was  used  in  remodeling  three 
dormitory  buildings  for  men,  known  as  Freeland,  Stine  and  Derr 
Halls  This  undertaking  was  carried  on  in  1913  and  has  given  the 
college  a  new  and  modern  equipment.  By  controlling  the  conditions 
under  which  students  live,  the  institution  provides  a  physical  basis 
for  its  higher  functions  that  insures  not  only  health  of  body  and  joy 
of  life,  but  greatly  promotes  mental  efficiency  and  success  in  intel- 
lectual pursuits. 


VILLANOVA  COLLEGE— Villanova. 


Villanova  College  has  built  and  opened  three  new  dormitories  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years,  the  student  body  has  increased  and  new 
courses  in  Biology  and  History  have  been  added  and  a  high  standard 
in  all  departments  has  been  maintained. 


WASHINGTON  AND  JEFFERSON  COLLEGE— Washington,  Pa. 


Washington  and  Jefferson  College  within  the  past  two  years  has 
been  making  efforts  to  add  half  a  million  dollars  to  its  endowment. 
The  campaign  which  closed  June  30,  1913,  resulted  in  pledges  aggre- 
gating |540,000,  about  half  of  which  has  been  paid  in.  If  all  these 
pledges  are  redeemed  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  College  paid  off, 
the  endowment  will  amount  to  about  a  million  dollars. 

The  attendance  this  year  shows  an  increase  of  about  fifty  students 
over  last  year.  By  the  closing  of  the  preparatory  department  two 
years  ago,  there  are  but  the  four  college  classes  in  attendance,  and 
only  undergraduate  college  work  is  being  done. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1915,  President  James  D.  Moffat  retires 
from  the  active  management  of  the  College,  after  thirty-three  years 
of  continuous  service.  The  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hinitt,  D.  D.,  presi- 
dent of  the  Central  University  of  Kentucky,  of  Danville,  Kentucky, 
has  been  elected  to  the  presidency,  and  has  accepted.  Dr.  Hinitt 
will  enter  upon  his  duties  January  1,  1915,  so  that  there  will  be  no 
break  in  the  succession. 
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WAYNESBURG  COLLEGE— Waynesburg. 


A  rear  has  been  added  to  the  course  in  the  academic  department, 
the  recitation  periods  have  been  lengthened  and  the  entrance  require- 
ments were  fixed  at  fourteen  and  one-half  Carnegie  Units.  The  num- 
ber of  teachers  and  professors  has  been  doubled,  and  no  deficits  have 
occurred,  the  debts  of  former  years  having  been  paid  off.  The  attend- 
ance increased  27  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year  and  all  the  college 
classes  are  well  filled. 


WESTMINSTER  COLLEGE— New  Wilmington. 


The  Code  regulations  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  teachers  for  the  secondary  schools  are  being  fully  met  by 
Westminster  College.  The  courses  of  study  leading  to  the  degree  of 
A.  B.,  B.  S.  and  Ph.  B.  parallel  those  of  standard  institutions. 

During  the  past  year  the  Department  of  Latin  and  German  have 
given  courses  in  methods  of  teaching  their  respective  subjects  to 
students  preparing  for  departmental  work  in  the  High  Schools. 

Library  facilities  for  instruction  in  Pedagogical  studies  have  been 
greatly  increased.  For  students  who  wish  to  prepare  to  teach  in  the 
secondary  schools  the  College  now  offers  four  hundred  and  fifty  hours 
of  professional  work. 

The  complete  renovation  of  the  Science  building  during  the  present 
summer  and  the  addition  of  new  furniture  and  apparatus  secure  for 
the  College  an  equipment  second  to  none  in  the  State,  and  give  as- 
surance of  special  efficiency  in  the  departments  of  Physics,  Chemis- 
try and  Biology. 


WILSON  COLLEGE— Chambersburg. 


Wilson  College  has  made  progress  chiefly  in  academic  matters  and 
in  better  arrangements  for  the  home  life  of  the  students.  The  two 
largest  gifts  have  been  respectively  $1,000.00  from  an  anonymous 
benefactor  and  $1,000.00  from  the  Estate  of  thelate  Thomas  K.  Cree. 

Beginning  with  September,  1912,  certain  new  regulations  concern- 
ing admission  to  Wilson  College  went  into  effect.  These  were :  first, 
more  rigid  entrance  requirements;  second,  the  dropping  of  courses 
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leading  to  diplomas  in  music  and  in  art  for  all  students  entering  in 
September,  1912,  and  thereafter.  Music  and  art  are  retained  as  de- 
partments, but  not  as  schools. 

As  a  result  of  the  two  changes,  Wilson  College  has  attained  a 
greater  homogeneousness  in  its  student  body  than  was  possible  under 
former  conditions.  The  old  time  "special  student"  who  was  virtually 
a  student  of  preparatory  grade,  has  vanished  and  the  College  has 
an  earnest  body   of  young  women   working  toward   the   degree  _ of 

B.  A. 

Wilson  College  is  attempting  to  do  one  thing  as  thoroughly  as  pos- 
sible; to  give  a  good  liberal  education  to  students  who  desire  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 


THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


The  evolution  of  medical  education  in  the  past  ten  years  has  been 
very  rapid.  Pennsylvania  has  been  fortunate  in  having  had  within 
her  borders  only  schools  of  the  first  grade.  All  her  schools  have  been 
able  to  meet  the  advanced  requirements  without  detriment  to  them- 
selves, or  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State.  Ten  years  ago  the  num- 
ber of  medical  schools  was  more  than  100.  Today  there  are  less  than 
90.  There  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  suspension  among  the  medi- 
cal schools  of  Pennsylvania.  All  have  been  able  to  meet  and  survive 
the  advanced  requirements. 

During  the  last  two  years  the  requirements  for  admission  to  the 
medical  course  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  following  the  incor- 
poration of  the  same  requirements  into  the  State  law  as  advocated  by 
the  medical  schools,  were  advanced  to  include  one  year  of  college 
work  in  physics,  chemistry,  biology  and  a  modern  language  other 
than  English  over  and  above  the  completion  of  a  standard  four-year 
high  school  course.     Similar  entrance  requirements  were  adopted  by 
the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  the  Medico-Chicurgical  College,  the 
Woman's  Medical  College  and  the  medical  department  of  Temple  Uni- 
versity.    The  University  of  Pittsburgh  raised  its  entrance  require- 
ments from  one  year  of  college  work  to  two  years  of  college  work, 
including  chemistry   (inorganic  and  organic),  physics,  biology  and 
German  or  French,  based  upon  a  four-year  high  school  education. 
The  University  of  Pennsylvania  now  requires  for  entrance  two  years 
of  college  work  with  insistence  that  this  include  not  less  than  one 
year  of  college  physics  with  appropriate  laboratory  work,  a  year  of 
college  zoology,  or  general  biology,  with  appropriate  laboratory  work, 
and  college  work  in  chemistry,  including  qualitative  analysis,  and 
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in  addition  two  foreign  languages  one  of  which  must  either  be  French 
or  German  at  least  to  the  extent  of  college  entrance  credit.  These 
requirements  went  into  effect  with  the  class  entering  in  the  fall 
of  1910. 

The  size  of  the  classes  was  reduced  by  these  requirements.  For 
the  first  four  years  the  entering  class  averaged  between  65  and  72. 
This  year  the  reaction  has  set  in  and  87  were  matriculated  in  the 
first  year  class,  including  three  women  who,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  medical  school,  were  admitted  as  regular  students  for 
the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  had  an 
experience  similar  to  that  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  en- 
lollment  this  year  having  again  reached  the  number  matriculated 
before  the  entrance  requirements  were  raised.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  how  quickly  suitable  candidates  meet  increased  demands  for 
professional  study. 

The  medical  schools  which  are  not  connected  with  universities  have 
established  a  pre-medical  course  for  the  purpose  of  giving  in  one 
year  the  required  instruction  in  physics,  chemistry  and  biology  be- 
cause the  colleges  of  liberal  arts  and  sciences  do  not  provide  for  such 
instruction  in  less  than  two  years  of  their  curriculum. 

The  requirement  of  a  }rear  of  hospital  service  before  the  graduate 
can  enter  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  is  an  important  practical  ad- 
vance originated  by  the  medical  schools.  This  requirement  by  the 
Bureau  of  Medical  Education  and  Licensure  received  the  cordial  sup- 
port of  our  medical  schools. 

There  is  no  other  State  in  the  Union  in  which  all  the  medical 
schools  own  their  own  hospitals  as  part  of  the  teaching  equipment. 
The  new  building  of  the  hospital  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College 
was  recently  completed.  An  arrangement  has  been  made  whereby 
the  senior  class  act  as  clinical  clerks  in  the  hospital.  This  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  closely  following  all  ward  cases  at  the  bed- 
side, in  the  operating  room  and  in  the  clinical  laboratory. 

The  Jefferson  Medical  College  received  a  number  of  endowments 
for  various  general  and  special  purposes.  The  Daniel  Baugh  Insti- 
tute of  Anatomy  and  Biology  has  undergone  extensive  alterations 
and  enlargement  by  the  incorporation  of  an  adjoining  building, 
thereby  adapting  both  to  the  needs  of  the  department.  A  little  more 
than  a  year  ago  the  clinical  facilities  for  instruction  were  greatly 
amplified  by  the  opening  of  a  department  for  diseases  of  the  chest, 
a  separate  institution  providing  accommodations  for  forty  patients 
which,  in  the  main,  are  made  up  of  those  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis. 

The  University  ot  Pittsburgh  concentrated  its  clinical  teaching  in 
two  general  and  five  special  hospitals  instead  of  many,  as  heretofore, 
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the  list  of  the  affiliated  hospitals  representing  a  bed  capacity  of  four- 
teen hundred  and  out-patient  capacity  of  thirty-six  thousand.  It 
also  acquired  the  out-patient  department  (dispensary)  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Eye  and  Ear  Hospital.  Here  the  seniors  are  instructed  in 
diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  About  thirteen  thousand 
patients  are  treated  in  this  dispensary  yearly. 


HAHNEMANN  MEDICAL  COLLEGE— Philadelphia. 


During  the  last  two  years  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of 
Philadelphia  has  been  steadily  and  rigidly  acquiring  the  high  stand- 
ard of  medical  education  and  of  preliminary  requirements.  It  has 
lived  up  strictly  to  the  high  standard  demanded  for  entrance  and 
has  not  accepted  a  single  student  into  its  freshman  class  who  has 
not  been  favorably  passed  upon  by  the  Bureau  of  Professional  Edu- 
cation. 

It  has  installed  a  pre-medical  year,  in  which  the  number  of  hours 
devoted  to  physics,  chemistry  and  biology  is  one-third  greater  than 
demanded  by  the  Bureau  of  Professional  Education.  In  addition, 
special  instruction  is  given  in  Medical  Botany,  Medical  Terminology 
and  History  of  Medicine.  The  subjects  of  Physics,  Chemistry  and 
Biology  are  all  presented  from  a  medical  standpoint  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  students  taking  the  pre-medical  course  will  be  better  pre- 
pared for  the  study  of  medicine  than  should  they  take  these  subjects 
at  a  high  grade  classical  institution. 

Several  changes  have  been  made  in  the  medical  curriculum  in  the 
past  two  years.  Pound  table  teaching  in  Anatomy  and  in  several 
of  the  specialties  has  proved  eminently  satisfactory.  This  instruc- 
tion has,  to  a  considerable  extent,  supplanted  the  old  didactic  method 
oi  teaching  and  the  student  comes  in  frequent  and  closer  contact  with 
their  instructors;  for  example,  in  the  study  of  Anatomy  the  students 
seat  themselves  about  a  table  and  have  the  bone  or  some  organ  for 
their  inspections  as  the  lecturer  proceeds  with  his  talk,  each  student 
having  an  opportunity  of  seeing  for  himself  the  anatomical  land- 
marks that  are  presented. 

A  new  laboratory  has  been  installed  for  the  work  in  Physics  and 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  Chemical  Laboratory  and  Bio- 
logical Laboratory.  A  large  amount  of  apparatus  has  been  purchased 
for  the  Laboratory  of  Physics  and  many  additions  made  to  the 
Laboratory  of  Chemistry,  the  Laboratoiy  of  Physiology,  the  Labora- 
tory of  Histology  and  the  Laboratory  of  Bacteriology  and  Pathology. 
44 
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The  library  continues  to  be  in  first  class  condition.  Over  sixty- 
five  medical  magazines  are  on  file  and  the  reference  library  has  been 
selected  with  exceptional  care.  Practically  every  medical  book  has 
been  considered  by  the  library  committee. 


THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARIES. 


The  State  has  a  number  of  theological  seminaries  which  reflect 
great  credit  upon  the  religious  denominations  with  which  they  are 
affiliated.  Most  of  them  show  an  increased  attendance;  none  report  a 
decline  in  the  number  of  young  men  preparing  for  the  Christian 
ministry.  Several  of  these  institutions  confer  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Divinity.  For  instance,  at  Lancaster  two  courses  have  been  or- 
ganized, one  including  Greek  and  Hebrew  and  ending  in  this  degree, 
the  other  substituting  the  English  Bible  in  place  of  the  languages  in 
which  the  Bible  was  written,  but  not  leading  to  any  degree. 

At  Meadville,  in  place  of  the  usual  division  of  the  school  year  into 
semesters,  it  has  been  divided  into  quarters — autumn,  winter,  spring 
and  summer.  By  an  arrangement  with  the  University  of  Chicago, 
two  summer  quarters  will  be  spent  in  Chicago.  For  the  senior  class, 
the  summer  quarters  will  be  in  Meadville.  It  is  expected  that  the 
final  quarter  at  Meadville  will  be  given  up  mainly  to  the  work  of 
pastoral  care,  religious  education  and  applied  sociology.  This  urn- 
mer  quarter  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  an  institute  for  re- 
ligious education  and  an  institute  for  social  service.  Ministers, 
parish  workers,  religious  educators  and  others  will  be  welcome  at 
this  summer  session.  The  regular  students  will  be  able  to  condense 
the  course  into  two  calendar  years  instead  of  three,  without  any  di- 
minution in  the  quantity  of  instruction  offered,  and  they  will  fur- 
ther have  the  opportunities  offered  by  a  large  city  and  a  large  uni- 
versity during  a  part  of  their  course. 

There  is  a  gradual  increase  in  the  endowment,  equipment  and 
buildings  in  all  the  theological  institutions  of  this  State.  Deserving 
of  special  mention  is  the  fact  that  The  Western  Theological  Semi- 
nary added  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  endowment  and 
made  other  advances.  A  modern  dormitory  building  with  a  capacity 
for  ninety  students  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  It  includes  a  large  gymnasium,  social  hall 
and  dining  room.  Money  has  been  raised  for  the  erection  of  a  hand- 
some group  of  buildings  to  be  arranged  as  a  quadrangle.  This  group 
when  completed  will  contain  a  chapel,  a  library  with  stock  room  ca- 
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parity  for  two  hundred  thousand  volumes,  a  museum  for  Biblical 
antiquities  and  comparative  religions,  class  rooms  and  administra- 
tion offices.    The  contract  for  two  wings  of  this  group  has  been  let. 

The  curriculum  has  been  modified  to  suit  modern  conditions  by  the 
addition  of  courses  on  the  social  teaching  of  the  Bible,  sociology, 
missions  and  comparative  religions.  Two-thirds  of  the  work  of  the 
senior  year  has  been  made  elective. 

In  the  Divinity  School  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
West  Philadelphia,  the  enrollment  of  forty-seven  post-graduate  stu- 
dents is  worthy  of  mention.  The  curriculum  has  been  enlarged  by  the 
addition  of  elective  and  seminary  courses.  The  Joint-Boards  aim  to 
reconstruct  the  course  of  study  to  meet  the  demands  of  modern  theo- 
logical education.  The  library  of  twenty  thousand  volumes  has 
been  greatly  enriched  by  the  access  given  to  the  alcoves  established 
by  the  Yarnall  Fund  of  St.  Clement's  Parish. 


686 


PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

HIGHER  INSTITUTIONS 


u 

Location. 

0 

a 

a 

hi 

Name    of 

Institution. 

c    • 

a 

City   or   Town. 

County 

§ 

V 

w 

■a 

a 

0)  3 

3) 

Q 

a 

COLLEGES    AND    UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright     College Myerstown Lebanon.      .. 

Allegheny     College Meadville Crawford,      . 

Leaver     College Beaver Beaver 

I'.rvn    Mawr    College Bryn    Mawr Montgomery, 

Bucknell    University Lewisburg Union,     

Carnegie    Institute   of    Technology Pittsburgh Allegheny, 


Dickinson    College Carlisle. 


Cumberland, 


Drexel    Institute Philadelphia Philadelphia. 

Duquesno     University,      Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

Franklin    and    Marshall    College Lancaster Lancaster, 


Geneva    College 

Grove   City    College 

Haverford    College 

Irving    College 

Juniata     College 

Lafayette   College 

La     Salle     College 

Lebanon    Valley    College 

Lehigh     University 

Moravian     College,      

Moravian     Seminary     and     College     for 
Women. 

Pennsylvania     College 

Pennsylvania    College    for    Women 

Pennsylvania    Military    College 

Pennsylvania    State    College,    

St.   Joseph's  College 

St.    Vincent    College 

Susquehanna    University,     

Swarthmore    College 

Temi>le     University 

Thiol    College 

University   of   Pennsylvania 

University    of    Pittsburgh 

Ursinus     College 

Villanova    College 

Washington    and    Jefferson   College 

Wavnesbursr     College 

Westminster    College 

Wilson    College 

THEOLOGICAL    SEMINARIES. 

Crozer    Theological     Seminary 

Lutheran    Theological    Seminary 


Beaver    Falls, Beaver 

Grove  City Mercer 

Haverford Montgomery, 

Meehanicsburg Cumberland, 

Huntingdon Huntingdon, 

Fasten Northampton, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Annville,      Lebanon, 

South     Bethlehem,     ..  Northampton, 


Bethlehem Northampton, 

Gettysburg Adams 

Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

Chester Delaware,     

State   College Centre 

Philadelphia Philadelphia,     . 

Beatty Westmoreland, 

Selinsgrove Snyder 

Swarthmore Delaware 

Philadelphia Philadelphia,     . 

Greenville Mercer,     

Philadelphia Philadelphia,    . 

Pittsburgh 'lleehenv 

Collegeville Montgomery, 


Washington 

Wayneshurg 

New    Wilmington, 
Chambersburg, 


Washington, 
Greene, 
Lawrence, 
Franklin,     . 


Chester, 
Mt.    Airy. 


Delaware. 
Philadelphia, 


Meadville    Theological    School Meadville Crawford 

St.    Vincent    College    and    Seminary.     ...  Ueattv Westmoreland, 

The   Divinity   School  of   the   Protestant     Philadelphia Philadelphia,     . 

Episcopal    Church. 

The    Lutheran    Theological     Seminary,..    Gettvsburg Adams 

The    Moravian    College    and    Theological  Bethlehem Northampton, 

Seminarv. 
The    Theological    Seminary    of    the    Re-  Lancaster Lancaster, 

formed     Church. 

The    Western    Theological    Seminary,     ..   Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

Theological     Seminary     of     the     United 

Presbyterian    Church. 

MEDICAL    COLLEGES. 

Dent      of    Medicine.     Medioo-Chirurgieal   Philadelphia Philadelphia. 

College. 

Hahnemann    Medical    College Philadelphia Philadelphia. 

Jefferson    Medical    College Philadelphia Philadelphia. 

Medical     Dept.,      University     of     Penn-  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

svlvonia. 
School      of      Medicine.      University      of  Pittsburgh Allegheny.     .. 

Pittsburgh. 
The   Temnle  University,    Department   of 'Philadelphia Philadelphia. 

Medicine. 
The   Woman's   Medical    College Philadelphia Philadelphia. 


1887 

1S95 

1815 

1817 

1853 

1S53 

1885 

1S80 

1846 

1846 

1900 

1912 

1783 

1783 

1S91 

1894 

1S78 

1S82 

1787 

1787 

1872 

1883 

1884 

18S4 

1833 

1833 

1856 

1S57 

187G 

1878 

1S32 

1826 

1861 

1S63 

1866 

1867 

1866 

1866 

1742 

1863 

1832 

1870 

1869 

1862 

1862 

1855 

1855 

1851 

1852 

1846 

1870 

1858 

1S5S 

1S69 

1864 

1884 

1388 

1870 

1740 

1750 

1819 

1908 

1869 

1869 

1802 

1802 

1851 

1852 

1852 

1870 

1869 

18(18 

1867 

1864 

1844 

1847 

184£ 

1870 

1862 

1862 

1826 

1827 

1S07 

1863 

1^48 

1848 

1825 

1838 

1765 

1886 

1884 

1888 

1850 

1850 
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Religious     Denomination. 


Official    Title    of    Officers 
in  Charge. 


Name   of    the    President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


United    Evangenical President 

Methodist  Episcopal President 

Methodist  Episcopal President 

Undenominational President 

Baptist President 

Non-Sectarian Director 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,    ...  President 

Non-Sectarian,      President 

Catholic President 

Reformed   Church  of   the  United  President.     -. 

States. 

Reformed    Presbyterian President 

None President 

Friends President 

Lutheran,     President 

Church  of  the  Brethren President 

Presbyterian Acting  President, 

Roman    Catholic President 

United    Brethren President 

Non-Sectarian,      President,-    


John  T.  Duulap.   A.  M.,   D.  D. 

William   H.    Crawford,    D.    D.,    LL.D. 

Rev.   Le  Roy  Weller,   A.  M. 

M.    Carey    Thomas,    Ph.D.,    LL.D. 

John   H.    Harris,    Ph.    D.,   LL.   D. 

Arthur  Arton  Hamerschlag,  Be.  D., 
LL.D. 

Jas.  H.  Morgan,  Ph.D.,  Acting  Presi- 
dent. 

Hollis  Godfrey,    Sc.   D.,   F.  R.  G.   S. 

Very  Rev.   Martin  A.   Hehir,   LL.D. 

Henry  Harbaugh  Apple,  A.  M.,  D.  D., 
LL.    D. 

Y\  iiliam   Henry  George,   A.   M.,    B.   D. 

A.   T.    Ormond,    Ph.   D.,   LL.    D. 

Isaac  Sharpless,    Sc.   D.,   LL.   D. 

E.   E.   Campbell,   A.   M.,    Ph.   D. 

I.    Harvey   Brumbaugh,    A.   M. 

William    S.    Kirkpatrick,    LL.    D. 

Brother  Denis  Edward,   F.   S.  C.  LL.  D. 

Rev.   G.   D.   Gossard,   D.   D. 

Henry  S.   Drinker,   E.  M.,  LL.  D. 


Moravian 

Non-Sectarian 

Non-Sectarian, 

None,    

Interdenominational,    . 

Roman    Catholic 

Roman  Catholic 

Lutheran 

Undenominational,    

Undenominational 

Evangelical  Lutheran, 
Undenominational,  ... 
Undenominational,  ... 
Non-Sectarian 


President Kev.   John  H.   Clewell,   Ph.  D. 


President 

Acting  President 

Colonel 

President 

The    Reverend    President, 

Director 

President 

President 

Dean 

President 

Provost 

Chancellor,     

President 


William  A.    Granville,    Ph.   D.   LL.  D. 
Cora   Helen   Coolidge,    B.    L. 
Charles   E.    Hyatt,    E.   E.,    LL.    D. 
Edwin   Erie   Sparks.    Ph.    D.,    LL.    D. 
Rev.   J.   Charles  Davey,   S.  J. 
Rt.   Rev.   Leander  Scbnerr,    O.    S.   B. 
Charles   T.    Aikens,    D.    D. 
Joseph    Swain,    LL.    D. 
Russell   H.    Conwell,    D.   D.,    LL.   D. 
Franklin   P..   Sawvel,    M.   A.,   Ph.  D. 
Dr.    Edgar   F.   Smith. 
S.    B.    McCormicfc,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
Geo.  Leslie  Omwake,   B.  D.,   Ph.  D. 


Non-Sectarian,      

Presbyterian 

United     Presbyterian, 
Presbyterian,      


President, 
President, 
President, 
President. 


Rev.  James  David  Moffat,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Kev.    Ezra   F.    Baker.    Ph.   D. 
Robert   M.    Rusell,   D.   D.,   LL.   D. 
Anna    J.    McKeag. 


Baptist,     . 
Lutheran, 


Unitarian, 


President, 
Dean,     ... 


Rev.   Milton   G.   Evans,   D.   D.,   LL.   D. 
Rev.     Henry     Evster     Jacobs,      D.     D. 

LL.   D.,   S.   T.  D. 
Franklin    C.     Southworth,     D.    D. 


Lutheran, 
Moravian, 


Presbyterian, 


President, 
President, 


President, 
President. 


J.    A.    Singmaster,    D.    D. 
Augustus  Schultze,   D.   D.,   L.  H.   D. 


Rev.   John   Calvin  Bowman,    D.   D. 
Rev.  James  A.  Kelso,   Ph.  D.,  D.  D. 


Non-Sectarian, Dean Seneca  Egbert,    M.    D. 

Non-Sectarian, T>ean W.    A.   Pearson,    Ph.    C,    Ph.    D. 

None Sub-Dean Ro<?s    V.    Patterson.    M.    D. 

Undenominational,    .Dean Provost      Edgar      F.      Smith,      Ph.      D.. 

Sc.   D.,   LL.   D. 

Non-Sectarian, Dean Thomas   Shaw   Arhuthnot,    A.    B.,    M.    D. 

Undenominational Dean Russell   H.    Conway,    D.    D..    LL.    D. 

Non-Sectarian, Dean Clara  Marshall,   M.   D. 


bss 


PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


HIGHER  INSTITUTIONS 


u 

Location. 

a 
o 

03 

.a 

d 

IV 

Name 

of 

Institution. 

03 

City    or   Town. 

County 

a 
o 

3 

<W  4-» 

O  si 

■o 

a 

4)  3 

IV 

03  <H 

0 

Q 

VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 

The    School    of     Veterinary    Medicine,    Philadelphia,     Philadelphia, 

University    of    Pennsylvania. 

COLLEGES   OP   PHARMACY. 

Philadelphia   College  of   Pharmacy Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh   College  of  Pharmacy Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

The   Temple    University,    Pharmacy   De-  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

partment. 

DENTAL    COLLEGES. 

Dental    Department,    Medico-Chirurgical   Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

College. 
Philadelphia   Dental   College,    The  Tern-   Philadelphia Philadelphia 

pie   University. 
School     of     Dentistry,      University     of  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 
School     of     Dentistry,      University     of   Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

Pittsburgh. 

LAW   SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson   School  of  Law Carlisle Cumberland, 

Temple   University,    Law    School Philadelphia Philadelphia 

University       of       Pennsylvania,        Law  Philadelphia Philadelphia 

School.  ,  „     , 

University   of   Pittsburgh,    Law    School,  Pittsburgh Allegheny, 


1884 

18a 

1822 

1878 

1878 

1S84 

1888 

1S97 

1S50 

1S62 

1863 

1878 

1S96 

1896 

1834 

1890 

1S84 

1888 

1790 

No.  6.  HIGHER  EDUCATION, 

OF  LEARNING— Continued. 


68!) 


Keligious     Deuomiuation. 


(fficial    Title   of    Officers 
in  Charge. 


Name   of   the   President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Non-Sectarian Dean Louis    A.    Kliuc,    V.    M.    D. 


Non-Sectarian ..Dean,     ., 

None Dean,     .. 

Undenominational Dean,     . . 


Howard   B.   French. 

Julius  A.  Koch,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D.  Phar.  D. 

hvui  ell    II.    Conwell,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 


Dean, 
Dean, 


J.   N.   Bromell,   D.   D.   S. 

S.  H.  Guilford,  A.  M.,  D.  D.  S.,  Ph.  D. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Dean H.    Edmond   Priesell,    B.    S.,    D.   D.    S. 


Undenominational Dean Russell  H.   Conwell,   D.  D.,   LD.   D. 

Non-Sectarian Dean William   E.    Mikell. 


44—6—1914 
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OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT, 


No.  G. 


PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 

(Authorized  by   Act  of  June  26,   1896,   P.   L.  327). 

Members     Ex  officio-Governor     John     K.     Tener,     President:     Attorney-General 
John   C.    Bell;    Superintendent    of    Public     Instruction     Nathan     C.     Sehaeffer, 

Secretary . 
Edgar  F.   Smith,  Philadelphia. 
J.  D.  Moffat,  Washington,  Washington  County. 
Martin  G.   Brumbaugh,   Philadelphia. 
Edwin  E.   Sparks,  State  College,  Centre  County. 
Edward  Morrell,  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  B.  McCormick,  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County. 
J.  H.  Harris,  Lewisburg,  Union  County. 
Henry  S.   Drinker,   South  Bethlehem,   Northampton  County. 
H.  H.  Apple,  Lancaster,  Lancaster  County. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


MEMBERS. 

Martin   G.   Brumbaugh,    Philadelphia, 

David    B.    Oliver Pittsburgh. 

John    S.    Rilling X.-JZi"* 

William    Lauder Riddlesburg. 

Nathan   C.    Sehaeffer,    Ex-Offlcio. 

OFFICERS. 

Nathan    C.    Sehaeffer President. 

Harrisburg,    Pa. 


David    B.    Oliver Vice-President. 

Pittsburgh,    Pa. 
J.    George    Becht Secretary. 

Harrisburg,    Pa. 

II.    C.   Richards Consulting  Architect. 

Philadelphia,    Pa. 
Miss   Edna   M.    Kugler Stenographer. 

Harrisburg,    Pa. 
Miss    Freda    Mylecraine Stenographer. 

Harrisburg,    Pa. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District . 


Principal . 


First,    George  M .   Philips, 

Second,    P-  M.  Harbold,   . 

Third,     A.  C.  Rothermel, 

Fourth,    E.    L.    Kemp,    ... 

Fifth,    W.   R.   Straughn, 

Sixth,     D.  J.  Waller,  Jr. 

Seventh,    Ezra    Lehman,    .. 

Eighth,     Charles  Lose,    ... 

Ninth,     Jam;  s  E.  Anient, 

Tenth,    W.   S.  Hertzog,   . 

Eleventh,    Albert  E.   Maltby, 

Twelfth,    ....: Frank   E.    Baker, 

Thirteenth ,    Amos  P .   Reese, 


Postoffice. 


West  Chester. 

Millersville. 

Kutztown. 

E.   Stroudsburg. 

Mansfield. 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Lock  Haven. 

Indiana . 

California . 

Slippery  Rock. 

Edinboro. 

Clarion . 
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PENNSYLVANIA   SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


DECEMBER   1,   1914. 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER. 


Deputy  Superintendents. 
A..   D.   GLENN  and  REED  B.  TEITRICK. 


High  School  Inspectors . 
C    D.  KOCH,  W.  M.  DENISON, 

THOMAS  S.  MARCH,  JAMES  G.  PENTZ. 

Expert  Assistants. 
L.  H.  DENNIS,  Agricultural  Education. 
MILLARD  B.  KING,  Industrial  Education. 
MISS  ROSE  M.  FETTEROLF,  Drawing. 
MISS  SUSAN  E.  GARVER,  Stenographer. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
R.  M.  McNEAL,  Financial  Clerk.  U.  G.  FRY,  Statistical  Clerk. 

H.  H.  FLEISHER,  Recording  clerk.         J.  O.  KNAUSS,  Messenger. 


Stenographers  and  Typewriters. 
MISS  MARY  Y.  McREYNOLDS,  MISS  ETHEL  K.  BALDWIN, 

MISS  EDITH  L.  BREITINGER,  MISS  RUTH  L.  GRISSINGER. 

Bureau  of  Professional  Education. 
JOHN  LOMAN,  Examiner. 

A.  DAVIS  JACKSON,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 
MISS  JOSEPHINE  F.  EARL,  Stenographer, 

422  Perry  Building,  16th  and  Chestnut  Sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
C.  BLAINE  SMATHERS,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor, 

Univ.  of  Pittsburgh,  Room  101,  State  Hall,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


i)r 


BUREAU  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION  AND  LICENSURE. 

MEMBERS    EX-OFFWIO.  PRESIDENT. 

Nathan    ('     Sehaeffer     Harrisburq.  John    M.    Baldy,    M.    D Philadelphia 

Dr.  Samuel   G.'  Dixon, Barrieburg,  2219    Delancey    Street. 

MEMBERS     BY     ArPOINTMENT.  SECRETARY    AND    TREASURER. 

Tolm   M     Baldy     M     D Philadelphia.  Dr.    Nathan    C.    Sehaeffer Harrisburg. 

Daniel    P     Maddux,    M.    D.,    Chester  Department    of    Public    Instruction. 

William   Alvah    Stewart,    M.    D Pittsburgh. 

Calvin  R.   Johnstonbaugh,   M.   D.,    ....Bethlehem. 
Adolph   Koenig,    M.   D. Pittsburgh. 


No.  6. 


STATISTICS. 
COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


County. 


Adams,    ... 
Allegheny, 
Armstrong, 
Beaver,    . . . 
Bedford,    .. 

Berks,    

Blair,    

Bradford, 

Bucks,    

Butler,  ..., 
Cambria,  ., 
Cameron,  ., 
Carbon,   

Centre,  

Chester,    . . . 

Clarion,  

Clearfield,    . 

Clinton, 

Columbia,  .. 

Crawford ,    . 

Cumberland, 

Dauphin,  ... 

Delaware,  .. 

Elk,  

Erie,   

Payette,  .... 

Forest,     .... 

Franklin,    .. 

Fulton,    .... 

Greene, 


Name. 

(Commission  expires 

May,    1918.) 


Postoffice. 


Huntingdon,   ......'.    L 


H.  Milton  Roth,  

Samuel  Hamilton,    

C.  M.  Heilman,   

David   C.   Locke,    

Lloyd  H.  Hinkle,   

Eli  M.  Rapp,   

T.  S.  Davis,  

Herbert  S.  Putnam,   .. 

J.   H.   Hoffman,    

Frank  A.  McClung,  .. 
M.   S.  Bentz,   ........ 

C.  E.  Plasterer,   

James  J.  Bevan,  

David  O.  Etters,  

Thomas  A.  Bock,  

N.  E.  Heeter,   

Cyrus  A.  Weisgerber,  . 
Ira  N.   McCloskey,    ... 

Wm.  W.  Evans,  

P.  D.  Blair,  

J.  Kelso  Green,  

Frank  E.   Shambaugh,. 
A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,.. 
J-  W.   Sweeney,   ... 
I.  H.  Russell,  .... 
John  S.  Carroll,   ... 

t  '   £•   £ar.s?n '    i  Tionesita" '  . 

t    91"   Smmhu'   Chambersburg,    .' 

J.   Emejry  Thomas,    ....    McConnellsburg 


Gettysburg,  ... 
Wilkinsburg,  . 
Kittanning,     .. 

Beaver,    

Bedford,    

Reading,    

Altoona,   

Towanda,    

Doylestown,    .. 

Butler,    

Ebensburg,     .. 
Emporium,    .. 
Mauch  Chunk, 
State  College, 
West  Chester,. 

Clarion,    

Clearfield,    .... 
Lock  Haven,   . , 
Bloomsburg,     . 
Meadville,    ..... 

Carlisle,    

Lykens,  

Media,  

St.   Marys,   ... 
North  East,    ... 
Union  town,  


Harry  D.  Freeland,   ...|  Waynesburg," 


ind^aon:.:: i  kmEes  1°%-* :-:  ?££*£"' 

Jefferson      t   ™ir        '  Vhapman'   •••  Lidiana,    

Juniafa       \k  ^aj£e  J«?nes«  Brookville, 

Lackawanna,' "  \  \  V.  "i ."  ] '    ? '  g'  ff"'   McAlisterville, 

Lancaster.    .   I  n-^i  S'  ,  ^ranton,  


?e , , 


Lancaster, 
New  Castle,   . 

Lebanon,    

Allen  town,    .. 
Wilkes-Barre, 

Muncy,    

Smethport,    . . 

Mercer,   

McVeytown, 


Northampton,    . 
Northumberland , 
Perry,    .    - 
Pike, 


Potter  I  Lucian   Westbrook,' 

£ouer,   tj     n     ixr„ifl:„_      ' 


W    Derr,  :  Washington ville, 

itrlm>   '  Nazareth,    . 

.     Mauser,   ;  Sunbury,    ...    '" 

>amel  A.   Rime,    ;  New  Bloomfield',' 


Geo. 
I.  H. 


Schuylkill, 

S 


R.  O. 


Matamoras, 


Welfling,    i  Couderspo 

nyder       : ;  ^vmgston    Seltzer,    ....  ^  Pottsville,    .'. 

-omerset,    ...'.' D     W   S'i   i  Middleburg, 

Sullivan,  ...    ,  LJftrt-   Somerset,  . . . 

Susquehanna,     !  Geo    A     «*        ?mg'   ""    -0pez>    

Tioga,    ...      '  ^eo    A    Stearns,  Kingsley, 

TTn;mi  S-  A.  Retan,    

Venango Jf"'    \ v  Spigelmyer.   ! 

Warren/  i  £allas  TW-    Armstrong, . 

Washington;':::::::: l  ~  r^napp' 

Wayne, 


Mansfield,    .. 

Mifflinburg,  . 

Franklin,   ... 

.    Warren,    .... 

R.   Crumnne ,  Washington, 

Westmoreland', '\\ i  n0L   f,0ehJf;r>    j  Honesdale,    . 

Wyoming,    . .     Tnhn  p Sr  '    Greensburg, 

i  S°VSSfan:.:::::;    Nicholson,   .. 


C.   W. 


*Of  this  amount. 

45 


Supt.   Hamilton  Teceiy^oooTthe  ren^TTTpaiulo^a^nu^: 


Lancaster,   ,  Daniel  Ffeisher 

Lawrence ,    W.Lee  G  We 

f„"gh>    i  Alvin  Rupp,    .. 

teern.e«    Frank  P.  Hopper' ' 

{^coming,    G.  B    Mi]no0ppei' 

HcKean'  !  Chas.   W.    Lilibrid 

Mercer,    n    p    ;>  rT        ,, 

Mifflin      t      Jlj-  McConnell, 

Mo'°i >  ^wrence  Ruble,     ... 

tago'rnerv !  f  rSnk  K<*M< '  Stroudsburg,    . 

Montour,    ■;  :  rhfl!    f*f  ]?mhs'  '  gorristown,    j* 


$2,000 
f20,900 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
4,000 
2,000 
2,500 
3,000 
2,250 
4,220 
1,800 
3,000 
2,000 
3,000 
2,364 
2,400 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,500 
3,100 
2,500 
3,500 
1,500 
2,500 
1,500 
2,500 
2,000 
2,200 
2,300 
1,560 
5,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,250 
2,200 
5,000 
3,000 
2,500 
2,000 
1,675 
1,900 
000 
1,500 
2,750 
2,500 
1,950 
1,500 
2,500 
3,500 
1,640 
2,000- 
1,600- 
2,000* 
2,500 
1,700 
2,500- 
2,500 
3,000= 
2,300 
8,500 
2,000- 
2,500- 
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City  Borough  or 
Township . 


Name. 

(Commission   expires 

May,   1918.) 


Postoffice. 


Abington     twp.,     (Mont- 
gomery Co.),    

A.ltoona,     

Aliontown,     

Ambridge, 

Archbald,     

Ashland,     

Bangor,     

Beaver  Falls,   

Bethlehem,    

Bloomsburg,    

Braddock,    

Bradford,     

Bristol,    

Butler,  

Carbondale,     

Carlisle,  

Carnegie,    

Chambersburg,    

Charleroi,  

Cheltenham  twp . ,  (Mont- 
gomery Co.),    

Chester,  

Coal  twp.,  (Northumber- 
land Co.),    

Coatesville ,    

Columbia,  

Connellsville,    

Conshohocken,     

Corry,  

Danville,     

Darby,   

Dickson  City,  

Donora,  

DuBois,  

Dunmore,   

Easton,    

Erie,     

Farrell,    

Franklin,    

German    twp.,     (Fayette 
Co.),    

Greensburg,  

Greenville,     

Hanover,    

Harrisburg,  

Hazleton,    » 

Hazle  twp .,  (Luzerne  Co.) 

Homestead ,    

Huntingdon,    

Jcannette,    

Johnstown ,    

Juniata,    

Kane,    

Lancaster,     

Lnnsford,    

L.-Urobe,    

Lebanon,  

Lewistown,    

Lock   Haven,    

Lower  Merion  township. 
(Montgomery  Co.),   — 

MrKeesport,   

McKees  Rocks,   , 

Mahanoy  City,  

Mahanoy   twp.,    (Schuyl- 
kill Co.),    


Edward  S.   Ling,    

H.  H.  Baish,   

Francis  D.  Raub,  

B.  S.  Bayle,   

William  A.  Kelly,   

T.  E.   Garber,   

John  W.   Gruver,   

Clyde  C.  Green,  

Wm.   G.  Cleaver,   

L.    Parvin    Sterner,     .. 

F.  C.  Steltz,  

Edw'd  E.  Schermerhorn, 

Louise  D.  Baggs,   

John  A.   Gibson,   

Patrick   M.    Brennan,    . 

John  C.  Wagner,   

Thomas  J.  George,   

A.  B.  Hess,  

Thos.  L.  Pollock,   


Glenside,    

Altoona,    

Allentown,  

Ambridge,    

Archbald,    

Ashland,  

Bangor,    

Beaver  Falls, 

Bethlehem,    

Bloomsburg,     . 

Braddock,    

Bradford,  

Bristol,     

Butler,    

Carbondale,    .. 

Carlisle,    

Carnesie,    

ChambeBsburg, 
Charleroi,    


Oscar  W .  Ackerman , . . . 
J.  Linwood  Eisenberg,.. 

P.  Frank  Brennan,   

Wm.  T.  Gordon,  

William  C.   Sampson,    . 

Stauley  P.  Ashe,  

Frank  L .  Cloud ,   

Chas.  L.  Wilson,   

Daniel  N.  Dieffenbacher, 
Wilmcr  A.   Kreider,    ... 

A.   W.  Marvin,   

Edgar  Reed,    

J.  S.  Simons,   

C.  F.  Hoban,   

Robt.    E.    Laramy,    

Ira  B.  Bush,  

L.  R.  Eckles,   

N.   P.   Kinsley,    


Glenside, 
Chester, 


Shamokin,  

Coatesville,   ... 

Columbia,    

Connellsville,   . 
Conshohocken, 

Corry ,    

Danville,    

Darby,     

Dickson  City, 

Donora,     

DuBois,  

Dunmore,    — 

Easton,   

Erie,  , 

Farrell,  

Franklin,   


Albert    Montgomery, 
John   H.    Alleman,    .. 
Grant  B.  Gerberich,   . 

Odeii  C.  Gortner,   

Frederick  E.  Downes, 
David  A.  Harman,  ... 
Joseph  B.  Gabrio,   ... 

Landis  Tanger ,  

Wm.  M.  Rife,   

T.  B.  Shank,   

J.  N.  Adee,   

M.  B.  Wineland,   .... 

F.   R.   Neild,    

Hervey  B.  Work,    . .. 

Elmer  E.   Kuntz,    

R.   M.    Steele,'    

E.  M.  Balsbaugh,  . 
T.  Latimer  Brooks,  . 
C.  W.  Hunt,   


McClellandtown,    — 

Greensburg,    

Greenville 

Hanover,    

Harrisburg,  

Hazleton,  

Hazleton,  

Homestead,     

Huntingdon,  

Jeannette,    

Johnstown,    

Juniata,    

Kane,    

Lancaster,   

Lansf ord ,  

Latrobe,     

Lebanon,    

Lewistown ,   

Lock  Haven,    


Ardmore,    

MeKeesport,  .. 
McKees  Rocks, 
Mahanoy  City, 


Jos.  F.  Noonan,   Mahanoy  City, 


S.   E.   Downs,    

Joseph  B.  Richoy,  . 
Thos.  K.  Johnston, 
H.  W.  Dodd,  


3,000 
3,500 
2,700 
2,200 

2,400 
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City  Borough  or 
Township. 


Name. 

(Commission   expires 

May,   1918.) 


Meadville,  

Middletown,    

Milton,  

Minersville,     

Monessen,    

Monongahela  City,   

Mount  Carmel,   

Nanticoke,   

New  Brighton,    

New  Castle,   • 

New  Kensington ,  

Newport  twp.,   (Luzerne 

Co.),   

Norristown,  

Northampton,  

Oil  City,  

Old  Forge,  

Olyphant,  ] 

Philadelphia,    

Phoenixville,  

Pittsburgh,    

Pittston,   

Pottstown,   

Pottsville,  

Punxsutawney ,    

Radnor  twp.,   (Delaware 

Co.),   

Reading,   

Redstone  twp.,    (Fayette 
Co.),    

Rochester,    

Scranton,   

Shamokin,    

Sharon,   

Shenandoah ,   

South  Bethlehem,  

Steelton,   

Sunbury,   

Swissvale,     

Tamaqua ,   

Tarentum,    

Taylor,  

Throop,    

Titusville,    

Tyrone,   

Uniontown,    

Warren,    

Washington ,    

Waynesboro ,  

WestChester,   

West      Mahanoy      twp., 
(Schuylkill  Co.),    

Wilkes-Barre,  

Wilkinsburg ,    

Williamsport ,  

Win  ton,  

York,    


Edward   Sargent,    — 

H.  J.  Wickey,  

Wallace  W.  Fetzer,   ... 

Wilbur  M .  Yeingst, 

H.  E.  Gress,   

Renwick  G.   Dean,    

Samuel  H.  Dean,   

Alton   P.    Diffendafer,.. 

Floyd  Atwell,   

George  A.  Dickson,  

J.  E.  Hershberger,  — 

Thomas  A.  Dixon,  

Allen  S.  Martin,   

William  D.  Landis,  

James  J.  Palmer,  

Francis  R.  Coyne,   

M.   W.   Cummings,   — 
M.  G.  Brumbaugh,   — 

Isaac  Doughton,  

William  M.  Davidson,. 
Francis  S.  McGuigan,. 

Wm.  W.  Rupert,  

E.  R.  Barclay,  

Frank  S.  Jackson,  


Postomce. 


Meadville,    

Middletown,     

Milton,    

Minersville,    

Monessen,    ..... 

Monongahela  City, 
Mount  Carmel,  — 

Nanticoke,    

New  Brighton,   — 

New   Castle,    

New  Kensington,  . 


Geo.  H.  Wilson, 
Chas.  S.  Foos,  .. 


Ira  H.   Hess,    

William  S.  Taft,   .... 

S.  E.  Weber,   

Joseph   Howerth,    

W.  D.  Gamble,   

J.  W.  Cooper,   

Owen  R.  Wilt,   

L.  E.  McGinnes, 

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger, 

C.  C.  Kelso,   

J.  F.  Derr,   

Andrew  D.  Endsley,  . 
Wm.  S.  Robinson,  ... 

John  J.  O'Hara,  

Henry  Pease,    

J.  L.  Gaunt,  

Frank  W.   Wright,    . 

R.  T.  Adams,   

Thos.  G.  McCleary, 

J.   H.   Reber,    

Addison  L.  Jones,  ... 


Glenlyon,    

Norristown,    ... 
Northampton,    . 

Oil  City,    

Old  Forge,   .... 

Olyphant,    

Philadelphia,     . 
Phoenixville,    . . 

Pittsburgh,   

Pittston,     

Pottstown,    

Pottsville,    

Punxsutawney, 


Wayne, 
Reading, 


Brownsville,  R.  D.  20 

Rochester,   

Scranton,  

Shamokin,   

Sharon,  

Shenandoah,  

So.  Bethlehem,  

Steelton,  

Sunbury,    

Swissvale,    

Tamaqua,    

Tarentum,  

Taylor,    

Throop,     

Titusville,    

Tyrone,  

Uniontown,     

Warren,    

Washington,  

Waynesboro,    

West  Chester,  


M.  H.  Carey,  

James  M.  Coughlin,  — 

James  L.   Allison,    

Fred  W.    Robbins,    ... 

John  J.   Judge,    

Atreus   Wanner,    


Lost  Creek,  .. 
Wilkes-Barre, 
Wilkinsburg, 
Williamsport, 

Jessup,    

York,    


$2,500 
1,200 
1,800 
2,400 
2,400 
2,000 
1,800 
2,600 
2,400 
2,800 
2,500 

2,000 
2,600 
2,000 
3,600 
1,800 
1,800 
9,000 
1,600 
9,000 
2,400 
2,000 
2,400 
2,400 

2,800 

4,000 

1,800 
2,100 
5,000 
3,000 
2,300 
2,200 
1,800 
2,500 
2,400' 
3,000 
1,800 
2,650 
1,700 
1,560 
2,250 
1,800 
3,000 
2,500 
3.000 
1,800 
2,500 

1,500 
4,500 
3,000 
2,900 
1,800 
2,500 


&&&&&& 
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410 
414 
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422 
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432 
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492 
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514 
518 
522 
524 
526 
528 
532 
536 
538 
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Perry,    136  560 
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Schuylkill,     142  566 

Snyder, 144  570 

Somerset,     146  572 

Sullivan, • 148  576 

Susquehanna ,    152  578 
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Union , I55  586 
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Washington, 162  596 
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york;    177  608 
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Carnegie,    
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183 
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203 
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208 
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211 
212 
214 
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218 

Columbia,    2ig 

Cemiellsville,    • 

Conshohocken,   

Corry>    222 

Dauville'     224 

Darb}'>   225 

Dickson  City ,    

22o 

Don0ra'     ...  2-26 

D"  Bow,    2JJ 

Dunm0re'  229 

KaSt°n>    ..  230 

Elie'   ..  233 

Fan-ell,   234 

Franklin,     23_ 

Greensburg,    ^ 

Greenville,    

xx  2da 
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Harrisburg,     

Hazleton,   

Hazle  Townsbip   (Luzerne   County),    

Homestead,     . .' 
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Jeannette,    • 

T1      ,  200 

Johnstown,    

Juniata ,    . 

2o4 

Kane>   255 

LancaSter'     258 

T-an^rd' :;:::::..:......    26o 

Latl'°be'    260 

Lebanon,    ^ 

Lcwistown ,    

r     .   „  266 

Lock  Haven,  
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267 
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M.,.  2S3 
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292 
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299 
Northampton ,    

rt>1  n..  300 

OuCity,  3d 

Old  Forge,    
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